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to such an advantage that in a short time he was promoted to the position 
of chief of the food inspection department with a large force of assistants 
under him. ‘Vo his skill, in this important position, depends to a very 
large degree the health of the people of Columbus. 

John F. Carver is a stanch Republican, but has never been an aspirant 
for public office. He is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 
at Belmore. He holds his membership in the Methodist Episcopal church, 
while his wife is a member of the Lutheran denomination. Hus eldest 
daughter, Myrtle, died in infancy. 


[lassie conned 


DAD) alt COMIN IN, 


In examining the life records of self-made men, it will invariably be 
found that indefatrgable industry has constituted the basis of their success. 
True, there are other elements which enter into and conserve the advance- 
nient of their personal interests, such as perseverance, discrimination and 
the mastering of expedients, but the foundation of all achievements is earnest, 
persistent labor. At the outset of his career, David H. Carr recognized this 
fact. He has never sought any royal road to success and independence, but 
has worked earnestly and diligently to advance himself, which result 1s 
obvious. Mr. Carr is now numbered among the most substantial farmers 
of Putnam county, and, aside from his extensive property interests, he nas a 
beautiful farm and a large modern residence and barn, as well as other 
buildings in keeping with his general improvements. 

Mr. Carr was born in Eden township, Licking county, Ohio, August 
10, 1832. He is the son of Thomas and Mary (Shannon) Carr. Thomas 
Carr was. born in Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, 1798, and came to 
Ohio in the early days. When a young man he settled in Licking county. 
Here he was married to Mary Shannon, daughter of William Shannon and 
wife. To this union were born ten children, Susan, William, Mary, all of 
whom died in childhood; another child also died in infancy; Kachel, now 
deceased, was the wife of Hartford Harmon; David H. is the subject of 
this sketch; Eliza is the wife of Michael Eck; Chambers was the next 
child born; Kebecea is the wife of Simon Sherman; Nancy is the wife of 
John Letter. 

In the fall of 1853, Thomas Carr moved from Licking county to Putnam 


county and located ino Liberty township, five miles northwest of Leipsie. 
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Iere he purchased eighty acres of William Beckford. The purchase price 
was a horse and two hundred dollars in money. Part of this farm Mr. 
Carr later sold, and the remainder he traded for a house in the old town 
of Leipsic. He traded this property for a residence in the new town of 
Leipsic and here he lived until his death, about 188o. 

When David H. Carr’s parents were living in Liberty township, he 
made a trip to Indiana and Jowa for a horse... He went to twelve miles 
south of I*t. Wayne on horse-back and from there to Kock Island, Hlinois, 
by train, thence by stage to Des Moines and returned. He made this trip 
with a cousin, who was one his way to Des Moines to buy a farm. Failing 
to find the kind of place they wanted, they returned to Ft. Wayne and it 
is here that David H. Carr worked for some time at a shingle factory to earn 
money to enable himself to return home. 

When David H. Carr was twenty-three years old, he was married 
to Lydia Rothen. The marriage took place in the winter of 1855-56. His 
wife was born on February 20, 1840. She died on October 19, 1889. She 
was the daughter of David and Barbara Rothen, who were natives of Berlin, 
Germany. ‘hey came to America after their marriage and settled in Riley 
township, Putnam county, Ohio. Here David Rothen entered one hundred 
and sixty acres of land from the government. He also purchased other land 
until he owned two hundred and eighty acres. He and his wife were the 
parents of six children, Maria, Jane, Lydia, Theophilus, Benjamin and 
Persius. 

After his marriage, Mr. Carr farmed the place of his wife’s mother for 
five or six years. Mr. Carr and his brother-in-law, William Altman, then 
went to Kalida, which was the county seat at that time, and purchased a 
farm of eighty acres, sold by the sheriff for seven hundred dollars. [ach 
took a half interest, or forty acres. Each then built a log cabin and en- 
gaged in farming. 

David H. Carr and wife had three children, Mary Jane, Thomas J. 
and Barbara Illen. After the Civil War broke out and in the fall of 1862, 
Mr. Carr entered the Union army with Company K, Twenty-first Regiment, 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He was attached to the Army of the Tennessee 
under General Rosencrans and participated in the battle of Stone’s River aud 
the campaign against General Bragg. He was mustered out at Dekert’s Sta- 
tion, Tennessee, in the fall of 1863, after which he returned home. He con- 
tinued to improve his farm and also rented some additional land to farm 
while he was clearing his own land. He purchased eighty acres one and 
one-fourth miles northwest of the home place and then purchased forty 
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acres to the west of his first forty acres. Ile then bought his brother-in- 
law's place and had at this time two hundred acres in all. Later, he built 
his present residence on the last forty acres. In the meantime he had built 
a large barn. Afterward he traded his eighty-acre tract to the northwest 
side of his farm, for forty acres west of the north side. He received sixteen 
hundred dollars in cash and a twenty-acre wheat crop. This gave him one 
hundred and sixty acres, all in one tract. : 

Subsequently, eight more children were born to Mr. Carr and wife, 
Theophilus L., Persius, Julia, Lucy and William Garfield; Lucy died at the 
age of three years; William Garfield, the only one of the children at home, 
married [*va Deitler, daughter of George and Marie (Amstutz) Deitler, both 
of whom were natives of Switzerland. They came to America and settled 
as Muskegon, Michigan, about 1883. The other children were: Mary Jane, 
Thomas J. and Barbara Ellen. 

David H. Carr has always done general farming and has been very 
successful in this vocation. Ile 1s a member of the Grand Army of the 
Republic of Robert Hamilton Post No. 62, and in politics is an ardent Re- 
publican. He is a progressive farmer, a man of the highest ideals and: of 
worthy ambitions. 


WILLIAM ALEXANDER BELL. 


The first member of the Bell family came to Ottawa, Putnam county, 
Ohio, in the early forties. The grandfather of William Alexander Bell was 
in the War of 1812, and started a shoe shop in Ottawa during the early for- 
ties, where he lived the remainder of his life. However, William A. Bell 
was born in Beaver county, Pennsylvania, but has lived in this county since 
1855, and most of the time he has lived in or near Leipsic. He has been 
engaged in farming and merchandising in Leipsic, although within the last 
few years he has given all of lig attention to insurance. Mr. Bell remem- 
bers when the present site of Leipsic was covered with timber, swamps, and 
he himself farmed the land from I¢aston street west. In those early days. 
hoop-potes, squirrels and wild game were the medium of exchange, and live 
stock had to be driven on foot to Findlay for market. 

William Alexander Bell, the son of Alexander and Eleanor (White) 
sell, was born in 1852, in Shefheld, Beaver county, Pennsylvania. His 
lather was a son of George Bell, who came from Scotland to New York and 


later to Pennsylvania, where he was living at the time of the War of 1812. 
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He joined a Pennsylvania regiment and helped to cut the Perrysburg road, 
between St. Marys and lort Meigs, Ohio, and helped to build Ifort Meigs. 
In the early forties George Bell located in Ottawa, Putnam county, Ohio, 
where he engaged in the shoemaker’s trade. Later he moved to West Leip- 
sic and spent most of the remainder of his life in that place. He entered a 
tract of government land a mile and a half north of Leipsic and lived on it a 
part of the time, dying on his farm in 1856. George Bell’s wife was Mary 
McKinley, a member of the same family as the President. 

Alexander Bell was born in Allegheny county, Pennsylvania, in 1816, 
and was married, in Beaver county, Pennsylvania, to Eleanor White, a na- 
tive of that county. She was born in 1814. Alexander Bell, like his father, 
was a shoemaker, and also operated a hotel at Shefheld. A year before his 
father’s death, in 1855, Alexander Bell came to Putnam county and located 
on the farm where his father died a year later. He then remained on this 
farm until the Civil War. He moved to Leipsic and went into the shoemak- 
ing business. He employed several men making boots and shoes to order and 
conducted a shoe shop the remainder of his life. He took an active interest 
in local public affairs, and held various official positions. He died in 1888, 
and his wife passed away the following year. Alexander Bell was a very 
energetic and public-spirited man, and during the war organized two sep- 
arate companies of one hundred men each. He could not go himself on ac- 
count of his age, although he sent two of his sons, Arthur and George, to 
the front. William A. was not old enough to go, but he assisted his father 
in hauling wood, flour, potatoes and provisions of various kinds to the war 
widows in the county. 

William A. Bell has lived in or around Leipsic since he was three years 
of age. He operated the home farm until 1887, and then moved to Leipsic 
and opened the Nickel Plate House and managed it until 1889. He then 
spent a year in the lumber business, after which he was in a grocery for five 
years. He then sold his grocery and went into partnership in another eTo- 
cery store with Charles C. Huber. He disposed of his interests in the eTo- 
cery store and engaged in the insurance business with John D. Hyde in 1808. 
Three years later Mr. Hyde was succeeded in the firm by A. A, Slaybaugh, 
and Mr. Bell and Mr. Slaybaugh have since continued in partnership. 

While Mr. Bell lived in West Leipsic he was a member of the town 
council and has heen president of the Leipsic board of public affairs for the 
past eight years. Tle has been a life-long Republican and was formerly ac- 
tive in his party, serving as a committeeman for ten years. During the past 
few vears he has not been so active in his party, although he still takes an 
intelligent interest in its councils, 
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Mr. Bell was married in 1875 to Olive S. McConnell, who was born 
south of Leipsic and is a daughter of Isaac and Mary (Lowry) McConnell. 
Her parents came to this county from near Youngstown, Ohio, during the 
early fifties, and her father farmed south of Leipsic the remainder of his 
life. The first wife of Mr. Bell died in 1897, leaving three children, Effa, 
William Clayton and Fred Mark. Effa is the wife of Wesley Lewis, of Leip- 
sic; William C., of Fort Wayne, Indiana, married Nina lfoltz, and has two 
children, Mary and William; Fred Mark makes his home at Leipsic, where 
he is employed by the Nickel Plate Ikailway Company. | 

(Mr. Bell was married again in 1899, to Lille B. King, who was born at 
Ligonier, Indiana, and is a daughter of Isaac and Christina (Gerber) King. 
She lived in Ligonier until the time of her marriage and her father is still 
farming at that place. Vo the second marriage of Mr. Bell have been born 
four children, Gertrude, Eleanor, George Alexander and Robert L. 

Mir. Belk is a:meéeniber of the Knights of Pythias. He was a United 
Presbyterian until that organization was abandoned at Leipsic, when ne be- 
came affiliated with the Lutheran church, his wife being a member of that 
church. Mr. Bell has an unusually good memory, and having been a witness 
of the growth of Leipsic from its earliest history, 1s one of the best-informed 
men in the city on the early life of the community. He spent about three 
weeks in the county recorder’s office, helping to straighten out the plats and 
description of town lots, which were vague and contradictory. He was prob- 
ably the best man in the city to do this work, in view of the fact that he had 
personal knowledge of nearly every lot in the city. Mr. Bell is an energetic 
and wide-awake citizen and deeply interested in the welfare of the commun- 
itv where he has spent his whole I1fe. 
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Vhe province of Alsace, formerly a part of France, but now a part of 
Germany, and at the present time one of the battle grounds of the greatest 
war of history, which may any week again change the sovercignty of the 
provinee, has produced many of America’s most valued citizens. “The na- 
tives of that province came, many of them, during the early pioneer days and 
played important parts in the development of this country. rom. their 
ranks have sprung representatives of every important: branch of human 


endeavor, ‘Chey have produced famous artists, noted engineers and eminent 
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professional men of every type. [rom them have also sprung many of the 
most expert and successful farmers, to whom the country has been, and yet 
is, deeply indebted for much of its prosperity. ‘The pioneers from Alsace 
paved the way and laid the foundation, and their descendants have most 
ably builded on those same foundations until today they are found, worthy 
sons of worthy fathers, occupying places in the forefront of all branches of 
American life. And in this respect Putnam county, Ohio, has been fortu- 
nate indeed, counting among its prized citizens many of Alsatian descent, 
among which the Lugibihl family ranks second to none in point of value 
to the community. 

Peter P. Lugibihl, the subject of this sketch, was born in Riley town- 
ship, Putnam county, August 19, 1867, a son of Christian and Mary (Schu- 
macher) Lugibhl Christian Lugibth) was born in Riley township on 
March 16, 1847, a son of Mr. and Mrs. Christian Lugibihl, Sr. Mrs. Lugi- 
bihl’s maiden name was Flilty. 

Christian Lugibihl, Sr., was born in Belfort, Alsace, I*rance, and passed 
his youth in that province, where he became a veterinary surgeon of the 
early type which were called, in those days, by the more rugged title of 
“horse doctors.” He came to America in 1835 or 1836 in company with 
his wife and his brother, John. ‘They settled first in Ilolmes county, Ohio, 
but shortly afterward moved to’ Riley township, Putnam county, where 
Christian Lugibihl entered three hundred and twenty acres of government 
land, situated about two miles east of Pandora. It was there that Peter 
P. Lugibihl’s father grew up on the old homestead, one of nine children. 
The children born to Mr. and Mrs. Lugibihl, were: Magdalene, Catherine, 
David, John, I*hzabeth, Christian, Adam, Barbara and Mary. Mr. Lugi- 
bihl died about 1853, when Christian, Jr., was about six years of age. Mrs. 
Lugibihl lived only a short time after her husband’s death. 

After his mother died, Christian Lugibihl, Jr., was taken by his mother’s 
sister, [Elizabeth (I*lsie) Geiger, who lived about four miles east of Co- 
lumbus Grove, at that time in Putnam county, but which later became a part 
of Richland township, Allen county. Mr. Lugibihl remained with his aunt’s 
family until he was sixteen years of age, at which time he learned the car- 
penter’s trade and worked in various sections of the neighborhood. \Vhile 
living with Iis aunt, he attended one of the typical log-cabin schools and 
assisted in the work about the farm. Duyring that time he helped in making 
the home-made bricks of which his aupt’s second home was built. 

After three years of shifting for himself, Mr. Lugibihl, in November, 


1866, when he was nineteen years of age, married Mary Schumacher, who 
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was born in Richland township, \llen county, March 10, a daughter of 
Peter and [lizabeth (Suter) Schumacher. Both of Mrs. Lugibihl’s parents 
were of pioneer stock. After their marriage they lived for a short time on 
the old homestead. Then, when their own home had been finished, on a 
section of eighty acres of the homestead, Mr. Lugibihl took up the voca- 
ion of farming. He later bought from his sisters eighty acres, thus making 
lus holdings total one hundred and sixty acres. 

Mr. and Mrs. Christian Lugibihl had eleven children, who were: Peter 
P., the subject; Benjamin I'ranklin; Susan and Lydia, both of whom died 
in childhood; Martha, Elizabeth, Gideon, Mary, Alvin, David and Orville. 

Peter P. Lugibihl spent his childhood on the west eighty of the old 
homestead, where he attended the district school. He then took a prepara- 
tory course of three terms at Angola, Indiana, after which he taught school 
for two years. When he was twenty-three years of age, March 10, 1892, 
he married Catherine (Katie) Gilhom, who was born on October 6, 1870, 
in Adams county, Indiana, a daughter of John and Mary (Sprunger) Gil- 
liom. 

After his marriage, Mr. Lugibihl rented a house on Benjamin Schu- 
macher’s farm and, in the following spring, he and Daniel Schumacher 
rented the George Dukes farm, in Riley township, about four miles east 
of Pandora. “Phe farm consisted of two hundred and sixty acres, which 
the two men farmed on a partnership basis for the following four years. 
At the end of that period, Mr. Lugibihl moved to the northeast eighty of 
the old Lugibihl homestead, where he has since made his home. He has 
developed the farm along lines of general farming, but has specialized in 
the raising and feeding of hogs for market, a line of business in which he 
has met with marked success. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Peter P. Lugibihl nine children have been. born, as 
follow; Iédna Marie, Sylvia Viola,. Lydia Ann, Raymond Gilliom, Ralph 
LaVerne, Itldon, Paul, Christian John, Treva Marcella, all of whom live 
at home, and Mary Catherine, who died in infancy, 

Mr. Lugibthl 1s a supporter of the Democratic party and has always 
taken an intelligent interest in the political affairs of his community. [le 
has served one term as county assessor, the duties of which office he dis- 
charged with great success. 

Ile is very prominent in all local affairs and is identihed with some of 
the community’s most important business enterprises. Ile is an appraiser 


for the Mennonite Mutual Aid Society, a fire insurance company; 1s secre- 
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tary of the farmers’ institute, and is also president of the Mutual Tele- 
phone Company, in which company he was elected a director, last year. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lugibihl and their three oldest daughters are members 
of the Grace Mennonite church, in which they are all active supporters and 
earnest workers. 

Mr. Lugibihl is an energetic, progressive farmer and a prominent and 
influential citizen. He is a man of high principles and stands well in his 


community, both as a citizen and as a man. 


DAV TD  RISSER: 


A Union soldier in the war between the states builded wiser than he 
knew. Through four years of suffering and hardships, the horrors of 
prison pens and amid the shadows of death, he laid the superstructure of the 
greatest temple ever erected and dedicated to human freedom. The world 
looked on and called those soldiers sublime, because it was theirs to reach 
out the mighty arm of power and strike the chains from off the slaves, 
preserve the country from dissolution and unfurl to the breeze the only 
flag that has ever made tyrants tremble, whose majestic stripes and _ scintil- 
lating stars are still waving universal liberty to all of the earth. For all 
the unmeasured deeds, the living present will never repay them. Pension 
and political power may be thrown at their feet, art and sculpture may pre- 
serve upon canvas and in granite and bronze, their unselfish deeds. History 
may commit to books, and cold type may give to the future, the tales of 
their sufferings and triumph, yet to the children of the generations un- 
born will it remain to accord the full measure of appreciation and undying 
remembrance of the immortal character carved out by the American soldier 
in the dark days of the early sixties, prominent among whom was David 
Risser, the sulject Of this’ skercip 

David Risser, one of the most prominent bankers and farmers of Put- 
nam county, Ohio, was born at Derkheim, Bavaria, Germany, April 5, 1840. 
THe is the son of Abraham and Catherine (Sunzenich) Risser, the former 
of whom was a native of Bavaria, who in his young days engaged in 
teaming. Subsequently, he conducted a stage line from Derkheim and vicin- 
ity to Tlavre, I*rance, for the convenience of the ocean travelers. This busi- 
ness was, after about ten years, supplanted by the first river steamer on the 


Rhine: Abraham Risser did an extensive business before the advent of the 
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steamer and after this, he resumed his teaming business. Ile and his wite 
had nine children, Abraham, Jr., Catherine, John, who died in Germany at 
the age of twenty-one; Jacob, Daniel, Llenry, David, Christian, and Louis, 
who died in Germany at the age of two years. 

Abraham Risser’s wife died in Germany in the spring of 1856. The 
following autumn David Kisser, his father and a young. brother, Christian, 
came to America ona sailing vessel, landing in New York after a trip 
lasting forty-nine days. All of the other brothers had previously come to 
America. Abraham, Jr., the eldest, settled at Canandaigua, New York, 
where he was married and reared a large family and became very prosperous. 
He was a farmer and at one time controlled six hundred acres of land. The 
other sons settled in Putnam and Allen counties, Ohio, where they all fol- 
lowed farming, married and reared large families. All became prosperous 
citizens. Henry, who settled at Lima, specialized in flowers and truck 
gardening. Catherine was the only child who was married in Germany and 
was the wife of Frederick Cost. They settled at Pandora. She had one 
child, [¢hzabeth, who was born in Germany. Catherine lived about ten years 
after coming to America. 

When David Risser arrived in America, he first went to Cleveland 
and there engaged in teaming. When the Civil War broke out, he enlisted 
in the Third New York Cavalry and served until December, 1865. He was 
attached to the Army of the Potomac and saw active service throughout 
the whole war. Unlike other soldiers, on account of personal services to 
the officers of his command, he was permitted to retain his horse at the 
close of the war. ‘This horse had faithfully served him during the whole 
period of the war and only one other animal in the regiment survived. Mr. 
Kisser was given transportation for himself and horse to Rochester, New 
York, from whence it was brought overland to Putnam county, Ohio. Pos- 
sessed of unusual intelligence, this animal was unsurpassed as a saddle-horse. 
It is said that no fence was too high for him to jump and so perfectly 
was he trained that he could be ridden anywhere without saddle or bridle. 

After the war, Mr. kisser settled on a farm one mile west of Pendleton, 
now Pandora, which he had purchased with his savings while in service. 
There were eighty acres in the original farm, which had upon it a house, 
partly of logs and partly of frame, and a barn. The land was only partially 
cleared. 

Mr. Risser was married to Margaret Krohn on May 24, 1866, the daugh- 
ter of Samuel and Sarah (Weaver) Krohn. Mrs. Risser was born in Butler 
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county, Ohio, January 5, 1844, and at the age of three months, was brought 
by her parents to Riley township, Putnam county, Ohio. The family history 
of Mrs. Risser is to be found in the sketch of Henry Grismore, contained 
elsewhere in this volume. 

David Risser and wife were the parents of eleven children, Samuel E., 
George W., William M., Minnie A., Irene, Jacob A., Ihizabeth, Lena Alma, 
Ottilva, Lous D., and dsdywwin' 7.) ) Samuel: was born on. june <30, 1867, 
and died on September 7, of the same year; George W., was born on Oc- 
tober 30, 1868, and who died on December 11, 1914, was married to Clara 
Boyd. He was a lawyer by profession and was prosecuting attorney of 
Putnam county for two terms. He was prominent, politically, and was a 
leading lawyer in Ottawa and Putnam counties; William M., who was born 
on March 29, 1871, married [thizabeth Lenley, and had five children; Muin- 
nie A., who was born on April 27, 1873, is the wife of William Basinger and 
has had six children, one of whom is deceased; Irene was born on August 1, 
1874, and died on November 5, 1879; Jacob A. was born on December 15, 
1876, and died on August 21, 1877; Ottillia, who was born on September 
11, 1882, is the wife of Otis McBride, of Lima, Ohio, and has one son; 
Elizabeth, who was born on July 15, 1878; Lena Alma, who was born on 
August 13, 1880; Lewis D., who was born on October 19, 1884, and l¢dwin, 
who was born on May 21, 1887, are all single and at home. 

David Kisser has always done general farming. He has added to 
his farm holdings from time to time until he now owns four hundred and 
seventy-six acres in addition to his other interests. He has been a large 
raiser and feeder of cattle and hogs for the market and is considered one 
of the most successful farmers in Putnam county. !lis home place is im- 
proved with a large, beautiful residence which has every modern conven- 
ience, also large and commodious barns and other buildings in keeping 
with the surroundings. e 

David Kisser has been a life-long Democrat. He has served his com- 
munity for six consecutive terms as trustee without any solicitation or effort 
on his part. It is a remarkable tribute to his character as a citizen and as 
aman, leis president of the Farmers Banking Company at Pandora and 
is interested in many other enterprises. Mrs. Risser, after a most beautiful 
and useful life, died on September 10, 1907, at the age of sixty-three. She 
was baptized in the Lutheran church and lived a most consistent Christian 
life, devoted to her husband and to her children. Mr. Risser has given his 
children every advantage that is possible. They have been well-educated in 


order that they might become useful citizens of the community where they 
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live. - All of them have gratified their father and the memory of their 
mother by filling positions of prominence in the vicinities where they reside. 
‘The four children, who are at home, are members of the Presbyterian 
church, of Columbus Grove. His youngest sons, Louis. and. Edwin, are 
graduates of the agricultural department of Ohio State University, and 
are, therefore, well equipped to take up the active management of Mr. 
Risser’s large farm holdings when his active career is finished. David 
Risser 1s a member of the Mennonite church, in which he was baptised in 
his native country of Germany ot the age of sixteen. and is a member of 
Ogleby Post, Grand Army of the Republic, and has always been keenly 
interested in its work. He is a man who well deserves the universal 
esteem bestowed upon him by his neighbors and fellow citizens, 


Rey, uk RANCISJNGGSCre 


A large proportion of the early settlers of Putnam county, Ohio, were 
Catholics, and from the beginning of the history of the county the Catholic 
citizen has been a prominent factor in the spiritual life of the people. The 
well-educated and thoroughly-trained priesthood has had charge of the 
spiritual needs of the people and has been instrumental in providing beauti- 
ful buildings of worship as well as substantial school buildings and residences 
for the pastors. The Rev. Francis A. Nigsch has had charge of St. Peter 
and Paul’s church at Ottawa since 1903, and during the past twelve years 
has had the satisfaction of seeing his church increase in influence in this 
community. Ete is a man of broad education and catholic sympathies, and is 
not only well beloved by his own congregation, but highly esteemed by all 
in the community where he has labored so faithfully and well. 

Rev. Francis Nigsch, the son of Francis A. and Regina (Erhart) 
Nigsch, was born at Blons, in Vorarlberg, in the northwestern part of Tyrol, 
near Switzerland, May 24, 1846. Both of his parents are deceased. Of the 
five children born to these parents, a sister lives in Austria and one brother 
is deceased, having been killed by a falling tree. The other three children 
were sons, and came to America, where two of them entered the priesthood. 

Of these three brothers, Rev. Christian Nigsch came to the United 
States when a young man of twenty years, after having been well educated 
in his native land, and having taught in the public schools of Tyrol. Tle came 
to this country in 1868, and entered the seminary at Carthagena, Mercer 
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county, Ohio, and was ordained to the priesthood in 1878 by Archbishop 
Purcell, in Cincinnati. His first appointment was in Jay county, Indiana, 
and his next charge was at the Church of St. John, in Mercer county, Ohio. 
Hle was next assigned to the Catholic church at Winamac, Puliska county, 
Indiana, and while pastor there he built a beautiful church. He was trans- 
ferred to Minster, Auglaize county, Ohio, in 1885, where, after a. ministra- 
tion of five years, he died on November 25, 1890. Frederick Nigsch, another 
brother, came to America and died in 1873 while preparing himself for the 
priesthood. 

Rev. Francis Nigsch came to the United States in 1866, when he was 
twenty years of age, and entered the theological seminary at Carthagena, 
Ohio. He had already received his classical education in his native land and 
spent five years more at Carthagena, preparing himself for the priesthood. 
He was ordained by Archbishop Purcell, of Cincinnati, Ohio, i 1872, and 
was given a charge in Mercer county, Olio, which was retained by him for 
about eighteen months. He was then transferred to the Church of St. Mary, 
in Auglaize county, Ohio, where he was stationed for seven months. The 
following three months were spent at Minster, Ohio, in the same county, 
where he acted as assistant pastor. The next year he was given a charge in 
the state of Missouri, and from 1878 to 1881 had charge of the congrega- 
tion at Wapakoneta, Ohio. He was appointed to the pastorate at Glandort, 
Putnam county, Ohio, in 1881, where he remained until 1889. Father Nigsch 
Is a progressive and indefatigable man in his labors, and the beneficial re- 
sults of the church at Glandorf eloquently testify to his ability. THe liquidated 
a church debt of fourteen thousand dollars at Glandorf, and in addition 
raised a large sum for furnishing the church, an amount probably three 
times the debt which he paid, when coming to Glandorf. 

Father Nigsch traveled extensively in Europe in 1889, and while on the 
continent he visited Rome, and on June 23 of that year was received by 
Pope Leo XIIf. Upon returning to this country, he again assumed charge 
of the church at Glandorf, and continued the active discharge of his duties 
at that place until the end of January, 1897. lor the next nine months he 
was stationed at St. John, Mercer county, Ohio, and in October, 1897, he 
went to lort Wayne, Indiana, and organized the Church of the Precious 
Blood, erecting a school building as well as a church. Tle started the school 
at lfort Wayne with eight grades and an initial enrollment of one hundred 
and fifty pupils. The church building was erected in 1898. Before he left 
ort Wayne, in January, 1903, he had erected a fine residence for the pastor 
and also. a residence for the Sisters. 
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Upon leaving Fort Wayne, Ifather Nigsch returned to Putnam county, 
Olio, and took charge of St. Peter and Paul’s church at Ottawa, where he 
has since been stationed. His long residence in Glandorf had already made 
him thoroughly well acquainted throughout the county, and it was like re- 
turning to an old home to be transferred to Ottawa. Hus ministry here has 
been unusually pleasant and free from any embarrassing difficulties. No 
spectacular strides have been made, but nearly every year has seen some sub- 
stantial improvement in one way or another. ‘The church and the priest’s 
residence have been rendered more comfortable and much improved in ap- 
pearance. The large indebtedness, necessarily incurred for the many and ex- 
pensive buildings and improvements of an earlier date, have been wiped out 
and funds accumulated for future necessities. A male choir was added in 
1g05, and a children’s choir was later installed. The male choir was largely 
increased in 1913 by the training and instructing of a large number of young 
men in music. Father Nigsch loves truth much better than polite evasion. 
He is a man of strong executive and business ability, and withal a man with 
a warm heart, a kindly humor and an uprightness of character fully in keep- 
ing with his holy office. He is esteemed by not only those of. his own church, 
but by the general public at large. As a good citizen, he takes an intelligent 
interest in the general life of his community and never shirks any responsi- 
bility when he feels that he can render service to his fellow citizens. 


JOUN B. FISHER, 


For the past score of years John Lb. [isher has been engaged in the 
mercantile business at Townwood, Putnam county, Ohio. Before locating 
in lownwood, Mr. Fisher was engaged in business in various other places. 
By careful methods he has built up a flourishing trade at Townwood, and 
in addition to his business interests, he is also serving as postmaster, a posi- 
tion which he has held for several years. 

John B. Fisher, the son of Andrew J. and Nancy M. (Baker) Fisher, 
was born in Tuscarawas county, Ohio, October 30, 1806. His father was 
born in the same county, June 30, 1839, the son of John and [tliza [*isher, 
natives of Ohio. 

Andrew J. Fisher was reared on his father’s farm in Tuscarawas 
county, and when a young man began to work’ on the railroad through his 
county, and continued in this work until 1869, when he moved to Allen 
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county, Indiana, where he purchased a farm, and continued to reside in [n- 


diana until 1873, and then moved to Belmore, Putnam county, Ohio, where 
he took charge of a store. [le managed this store until 1875, and then en- 
gaged in business for himself with Nimrod Speaker. This firm continued 
together for two years and then the business was sold to George Speaker. 
lollowing his connection with the mercantile business at Belmore, Andrew 
J. lisher became yard boss for the stave factory at Belmore, which position 
he reraimed “inti ‘the spring or 1395. “ie sthenm went to Latty.. Pauldimne 
county, Ohio, where he engaged in the butcher business until 1905, when 
he retired from active work and moved to Van Wert, Ohio, where he 1s 
now living. 

Andrew J.. fisher was married, about 1861, to Nancy M.. Baker, of 
Dennison, Ohio, and to this union four children were born: Laura, who 


died at the age of three; John D., of Townwood; Lydia, and Delia M. 


Lydia became the wife of William George, of Belmore, Ohio, and is the 
mother of seven children, John, Nancy, Bernice, Bernard, Delia, Noel and 
Dale. One of Lydia’s sons, John, married Laura Fenstermaker; Delia M., 
the youngest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. A.-J. Fisher, became the wife of 
Howard J. Mouser, and has two children, one who died in infancy, and 
Fred, of Portland, Oregon. 

John B. Fisher was three years of age when his parents moved to 
Allen county, Indiana, and lived in various places where his father was 
engaged in business. Ile received a good common school education and 
early in life began to work in his father’s store. His early training in 
business was received in the store in Belmore and Leipsic. After his mar- 
riage he engaged in business for himself at Belmore, Perrysburg and Latty, 
before finally locating in Townwood in Putnam county. He came to the 
latter place in 1895 and.bought the general store of J. F. Fike, and has 
been engaged in business in this place since that time. He carries a large 
line of such goods as are carried in stores in towns of this size and has 
built up a large and lucrative trade throughout this section of the county. 

Mr. [asher was married in June, 1889, to Itfhe M. Hunter, a daughter 
of John and Susanna (Sellers) Tlunter. Ter father was a native of Penn- 
sylvania and her mother of Ohio. Mr. Visher and his wife are the parents 
of five children, lay, Marie, Carlton J., Paul and Winona. [Fay married 
Prof. W. S. Wallen, of Petersburg, New York, and has one son, Richard. 
Carlton J. died in infancy, and the other three children are still living with 


their parents in TPownwood. 
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No profession has made greater advancement during the last half cen- 
tury than has that of agriculture, and practically all of the disadvantages 
which surrounded the pioneer farmer have been done away with because of 
the multitude of modern inventions which tend to lighten the farmer's labors. 
It takes less labor now to operate a farm of fifty acres than it did to operate 
a farm of ten acres fifty years ago, and inventions are coming into use every 
year which are helping the farmer to increase his sphere of usefulness. Ohio: 
is recognized as one of the best farming states in the Union and no county in 
the state has better or more progressive farmers than has Putnam country. 
Among the hundreds of farmers who have made this county famous as an 
agricultural section, there 1s no one more worthy of a place in a biographical 
volume of this character than Reese I. Hickey, the subject of this review. 

Keese I*, Hickey was born on, November 20, 1848, in Licking county, 
Ohio. He came to Putnam county when three years of age in 1850 with 
his parents, who settled on the old Kutsinger place one and one-half miles 
southeast of Gilboa, on Duke’s Run, and here the family lived one year when 
the father purchased the old George Steward farm, one mile farther east. 
His pvifeycdied in 1865, and, ing 1$66,:he married Sarah Harris. Jt was on. 
this farm of one hundred and seventy-three acres that Keese I*. Hickey’s 
parents lived for about eighteen years, or until 1870, when [lenry and Sarah 
(Harris) Hickey, moved to the Bacon farm one and one-quarter miles south 
of Gilboa, which place they had purchased some years before. It was upon 
this farm that Henry [Hickey died one year later, April, 1871. 

Reese I*. Hickey spent his boyhood days on the old Steward farm. This 
farm was fairly well cleared and improved for that time, and had on it a 
good log cabin and a rather commodious log barn, as well as a large orchard. 
Here Ikeese It. Hlickey assisted his father with the work of the farm, attend- 
ing the district schools during the winter seasons, remaining on the farm until 
he was sixteen years of age. 

Mr. Hickey enhsted for service in the Union army in August, 1864, in 
Company B, Twenty-ninth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and served 
under Generals Slocum, Ward and Gerry in Sherman's army. After his en- 
listment he jomed his regiment which had just taken the city of Atlanta. [his 
regiment was a part of the Twentieth Army Corps, and was a part of the 
lirst Brigade, Second Division. In the late fall of 1864, his regiment jomed 
Sherman's march to the sea. It so happened that Mr. Tlickey at this time, 
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had an attack of measles, which detained him for several weeks in the hos- 
pital, from which place he was sent to Nashville, where he performed some 
detail work. Later, with a squad of soldiers, he was given charge of several 
carloads of rebel prisoners, which they convoyed to Johnson’s island on Lake 
Ente: 

Subsequently, was placed in charge of a party of deserters from Ohio, 
who were taken from New York and returned to their command. After 
reaching New York, Mr. Hickey went by steamer to North Carolina. The 
steamer on which he sailed was wrecked off Cape Hatteras, and the passen- 
gers and crew escaped in life-boats to Boody’s island. I*rom here they sent 
information of their predicament, by some fishermen, to the military post at 
Roanoke island, and shortly a steamer arrived which conveyed them to New- 
burn, North Carolina. I*rom here, Mr. Hickey went to Goldsboro, North 
Carolina, where he joined his own regiment, the Twenty-ninth Ohio. From 
Goldsboro, they went to Raleigh, North Carolina, and from there to Wash- 
ington, D. C., marching overland all the distance. Mr. Hickey took part in 
the grand review before President Johnson and the leading generals of the 
army at Washington. He was mustered out of the service at Blatensburg, 
Maryland, on the outskirts of Washington, and was then returned to Camp 
Dennison, Ohio, near Cincinnati, where he received his final discharge. 

Atter the close of the war, Mr. Hickey returned home and _ helped his 
father on the old home place, where he remained for about two years. 

Reese I*. Hickey was married on October 3, 1867, to Evaline McClure, 
the daughter of Andrew and Mary Ann (Iewing) McClure, who were early 
settlers and poineers in Putnam county, Ohio. After his marriage, Mr. 
Hickey moved to a farm owned by his father, known as the George \Vilkins 
farm, and located one and one-fourth miles southeast of Gilboa, and here he 
lived until 1870, or about three years, when he moved to the Doctor Mowe 
farm, one mile south of Gilboa, which also belonged to Mr. Hickey’s father. 
This place he later purchased from his father. He sold the farm and moved 
to Gilboa in 1880 where he remained until 1884. He then bought back the 
same farm and returned to it, where he remained until 1907, when he again 
moved to Gilboa. He lived in Gilboa six years, and, in 1913, again returned 
to the old farm. 

rom time to time Mr. Hickey has added to his original land-holdings 
until he is now the owner of about four hundred acres, all of which lies south 
of Gilboa. Mr. Hickey has always engaged in general farming and _ stock- 
raismg and has made a pre-eminent success of this combination. 

Mr. and Mrs. Reese I’. Hickey are the parents of seven children, Mary, 
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Thomas, Charles Henry, Roxy May, Daniel R., Mable and Reese F., Jr. 
Mary is the wife of Casper Harmon, and resides in Blanchard township, and 
is the mother of two children, Jennie and Edgar; Thomas married Annie 
Davis, of Glassford, Illinois. Huis death occurred on November 7, 1914; 
Thomas Hickey was a graduate of Crawfis College, of Gilboa. He also at- 
tended school at Normal, Ilinois, and was admitted to the Missouri bar after 
taking a course in law, but he preferred the teaching profession, which he 
followed until his death at St. Charles, Illinois. At the time of his death, 
he was parole officer for the state reformatory at St. Charles. In this posi- 
tion he had been signally successful, had been much sought and honored by 
various city and county offices during his career, and at one time was mayor 
of Glasford, Illinois. He also served in I'ulton county as supervisor and 
purchasing agent, and left a host of friends at the time of his death. Charles 
Henry, the third child of Mr. and Mrs. Hickey, married Mrs. Mary Swank- 
house, formerly Miss Geisinger. ‘hey lived in Toledo, where he is con- 
nected with the Willis-Overland Motor Car Company. Roxy May is the 
wife of William Chester Windmon, and they reside south.of Gilboa, and are 
the parents of six children, Clarence, who died at the age of twelve; Reese, 
Nancy [valine, George, Reynolds and Harold. Daniel R. Hickey married 
Ina Heasley, of Montpelier, Indiana, who are now living in Texas, where 
he is in the oil business; Mabel is the wife of Austin White, and resides south- 
west of Gilboa. They have one child, Mary Magdalene; Reese F., Jr., the 
youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. Hickey, married Della Zine, of Ottawa, and 
has three children, Helen, Ina and Henry. 

Andrew McClure, who is Mrs. Elickey’s father, was a native of Mary- 
land, and came with his parents, as a young man, to Licking county, Ohio. 
His wife, who was Mary Ann Ewing, was born in Licking county. After 
their marriage they came to Putnam county, about the year 1832, and settled 
one mile east of Gilboa. He died in 1861, while his widow survived him, 
until 1869. Mrs. Hickey has spent all of her life, since her girlhood, in 
Putnam county. 

From the beginning of his career, Reese Ff. Hickey has been prominent 
in the councils of the Democratic party. He served as township trustee two 
terms, and as a member of the school board for twenty-one years. He was 
also township treasurer for two terms and land appraiser in 1890. Tle was 
appraiser of real estate for Gilboa in 1910. In addition to these offices, Mr. 
Flickey has held numerous other positions of trust and responsibility. There 
is no farmer in Putnam county who is better known than Reese I*. Hickey, 
and no man who surpasses him in popular esteem. Tle has been very sue- 


cessful as a farmer and has gained a substantial competence for his declining 
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years. Ile lives in an imposing twelve-room residence and enjoys all of the 


comforts that are available in his community. for many years Mr. Llickey 
has been one of the leading members of Lindsay Post, Grand Army of the 


Republic, at Gilboa. 





GRA RLS i RAY, Wl, 


Few residents of any community exert an influence which is more 
beneficial to the community at large than does the local physician. His is 
the hand which guides his neighbors through sickness to health, and his the 


knowledge which is always called into play during times of greatest stress 


and danger. He is always at hand when most greatly needed, ready to answer 
a call from his neighbors at any time of the day or night. It is with such a 
man in the person of Charles J. Ray, M. D., of Blanchard township, Putnam 
county, Ohio, that this sketch deals. 

Charles J. Ray was born in Findlay, Ohio, a son of James K. and Sophia 
(Hoch) Ray. James K. Ray was born in Findlay, Ohio, in 1847, a son of 
Allen and Catherine (Routson) Ray, both of whom were natives of Colum- 
biana county, Ohio. ‘The father of Allen Ray was Gian Ray, who was a 
native of Ireland and who came to America when a young man, in company 
with his six brothers. He settled first near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, but 
later migrated to Columbiana county and settled near New Lisbon, where 
Allen Ray was born. It was at that place that Gian Ray was married. 

Allen Ray was a farmer and, after his marriage in Columbiana county, 
he migrated to Hancock county, Ohio, where he bought a farm near Findlay. 
He died a few years later at the age of thirty, having been a victim of 
typhoid fever. Allen and Catherine Ray were the parents of five children, 
who were: Thomas, now living in Bartlesville, Oklahoma; Elise Ray, M. D., 
deceased, who lived at I*indlay; Mary, the widow of William Shetterley, of 
Findlay; James K., the subject’s father, and Albert, deceased, who was 
formerly city clerk of Findlay. 

James Kk. Ray, the father of Charles J. Ray, received his early education 
in Hindlay and then, in company with his youngest brother, Albert, engaged 
in the carriage manufacturing business when a young man. \When he was 
about twenty-six years of age, he married Sophia Hoch, a daughter of Adam 
and Rosina (Tleffler) THoch, both of whom were natives of Badenheim, 
Darmstadt, Germany. Sophia Hoch, the mother of Charles J. Ray, was also 
born in Badenheim and came to America with her parents when she was two 
years of age. Vhe family settled in Tlancock county, where Adam [loch 
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engaged in farming. In Germany, the I[fefilers were landholders, and the 
Hlochs conducted a tavern at Badenheim, the same tavern still being con- 
ducted by a Hoch, who 1s a cousin of Mrs. Hoch. 

James K. and Sophia Ray were the parents of one son, Charles James, 
the subject of this sketch. James K. died at the age of thirty-one, in 1878. ° 
His widow ts yet living and makes her home with her son. | 

Charles J. Ray spent his boyhood in [indlay, where he attended the 
common and high schools, having been graduated from the latter in 1892. 
He entered the Cleveland Medical College in the fall of 1892, from which 
he was graduated with the class of 1896. The following fall he located 
at Gilboa, Putnam county, Ohio, where he is successfully practicing his 
chosen profession at the present time. 

After having practiced for several years, he took post-graduate work 
at the Chicago Polyclinic and later, in 1908, he took special work in advanced 
medicine, chiefly in diagnosis, at the Harvard Medical School in Boston, 
Massachusetts, during a period of fifteen months, after which he returned 
to Gilboa. 

Doctor Ray is a member of Ottawa Lodge No. 325, Free and Accepted 
Masons, and of the American Medical Association. He is a progressive 
and successful physician of the regular school and is highly esteemed in his 
conununity, both as a physician and as a citizen, in which latter capacity he 
has been honored by his neighbors in having been given several offices of 
trust, all of which he has filled to the complete satisfaction of an appreciative 


public. 


GCEORGCIOW- CORE. 


In every community there are men who rise to the position of leaders 
in their respective vocations, farming, business or the trades. Men who have 
succeeded in their struggle for wealth and affluence are most likely to be the 
commanding figures in the communities where they live. People are generally 
willing to do honor to the successful man in whatever his success consists. 
George \W. Core, cashier of the Peoples State Bank, of Columbus Grove, 
Ohio, has been successful in the business world. 

George W. Core was born on June 19, 1864, at Cassville, West Vir- 
ginia, the son of David and Rebecca (Layton) Core. David Core ts also a 
native of Cassville, and was a son of Moses and [hzabeth Core. The Core 


family is said to have come originally from Scotland, 
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When George W. Core was two years old, the family moved to Colum- 
bus Grove, Putnam county, Olio, where in 1806 they located on a farm. 
George W. Core lived on the farm near Columbus Grove, until nineteen years 
of age. He then took a course in telegraphy, and became a railroad opera- 
tor. At the age of twenty he went west and spent a short time on a farm in 
Missouri, after which he went to Orion, Illinois, in the fall of 1884, took a 
position with the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railway Company, and was 
also employed at various places on the northern division of the St. Louis 
branch of this railway. He was special agent for the St. Louis branch for 
about two years. In the spring of 1886 he gave up telegraphic work and 
took a place in the bank at Orion, Illinois, remaining with this financial in- 
stitution four years as bookkeeper and teller. 

In r8go, Mr. Core organized the [farmers Bank of Orion, a private bank, 
and became cashier upon its organization. He continued in this position until 
the fall of 1892, when he sold his interests in that bank and came to Colum- 
bus Grove, and organized the Peoples Bank. It was a private bank until 
1896, when a state charter was taken out. It has since been operated as a 
state bank, with an authorized capital of sixty thousand dollars and present 
surplus and undivided profits of eighteen thousand dollars. Mr. Core has been 
cashier from the time the bank was first organized, and still holds that posi- 
tion. Besides his banking relations, Mr. Core has engaged in various other 
enterprises. He is largely interested in farming four hundred and fifty acres 
near Columbus Grove, three hundred and fifty of which adjoin the town of 
Columbus Grove. I*or a time he was interested in the electric light plant, 
both at Columbus Grove and at Paulding, and a principal promoter of the 
plant at the former place. He is also interested as a third owner of the 
Northern Ohio Cooperage and Lumber Company, with headquarters at Par- 
kin, Arkansas. Likewise, Mr. Core was one of the promoters of the Putnam 
Telephone Company. | 

George W. Core was married to Lorena B. Dowden in 1893. She was 
born at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and was reared at Fairmount, West Vir- 
ginia, the daughter of James Ff. and Ruth (Thomas) Dowden. Her father 
is a dentist and still resides at Fairmount. Mr. and Mrs. Core are the par- 
ents of two children, a son and daughter, Ruth K. and Eugene 1). Ruth is 
now in her third year at Vassar College, while Eugene is in his last year in 
the high school at Columbus Grove. 

Mr. Core is a thirty-second degree Mason, and also a member of the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. - Te is an adherent of the Republican 


party. . [le and his family are active members of the Presbyterian chureh. 
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Naturally, Mr. and Mrs. Core are leaders in the community where they live, 
having a large circle of friends and acquaintances and are popular through- 


out the county. 


WIL EAMOK LINE: 


The farmer is the bulwark of the nation, and investigation has shown 
that a majority of our best business men in the city were reared on the farm. 
George Washington was a farmer and was proud of the fact. Abraham 
Lincoln was reared on a farm in Spencer county, Indiana. Probably the 
Blue Jeans” Williams, 
who prided himself on being nothing but a farmer. James A. Mount, 


ee 


most democratic governor that Indiana ever had was 


another Indiana governor,..was a:farmer.,. Governor A.’ L. Harris, of 
Ohio, has always been interested in the farm. The farmer 1s not only the 
bulwark of the nation, but is the salt of the earth. Among the farmers of 
Putnam county, none 1s more progressive than Wailham Kline, who has 
been thoroughly schooled in all the multitude of agricultural details which 
are necessary part of the information of every farmer. Careful and con- 
servative in his business methods and affairs, he 1s, nevertheless, sufficiently 
schooled in the art of farming to make him keep pace with twentieth cen- 
tury ideas and methods of agriculture. Mr. Kline is a man well known in 
the community as a public-spirited citizen, and one, therefore, eminently 
entitled to representation in this volume. 

\Wilham Kline was born in Seneca county, Ohio, May 14, 1847. He 
is a son of John Jacob and [hzabeth (Briner) Kline. John Jacob Kline 
was born in \Wurttemburg, Germany, in 1802, and he was a son of Gottheb 
Kline and wife. 

John Jacob Kline came to America at the age of twenty-five years, 
after serving five years in the Prussian army. He landed first in New York 
City, where he remained for a few months, then came to Seneca county, 
Ohio, where he purchased sixty acres of land. Tle was a weaver by trade 
and, in the early days, he and his wife wove cloth for the people of their 
neighborhood. Vhe cloth included linen, jean and flannel. They owned two 
looms and operated them in one room, a log cabin. John Jacob Whine was 
also a horticulturist of considerable ability. Tle was a man of splendid 
mental equipment, a great reader and self-made in every respect. [lis father, 
Who came with him from Gernrany, took up a homestead in’ Hopewell 


township, Seneca county but only lived for about two years after coming 
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to America. John J. Kline’s wife, who, before her marriage, was lliza- 
beth Briner, was born in Piqua county, Ohio, and is a daughter of John 
and Mary Briner. John Briner was a native of Pennsylvania, and served 
his country in the War of 1812. He’came from Pennsylvania to Piqua 
county, Ohio; later removing to Seneca county, where he entered one hundred 
and sixty acres of land in Hopewell township. He lived on this farm the 
rest of his life. He was a carpenter by trade, which vocation he followed in 
addition to farming. 

John Jacob Kline and wife were the parents of nine children, John, 
who married Jane Culverson; Mary Ann, who became the wife of Levi 
Mowry; Margaret, deceased, was the wife of Hesekiah I*dwards; Ilias, 
who married Sophia Mundweiler; Christina, the wife of William Saul; 
I{lizabeth, first married Hezekiah edwards, and after his death, married 
a Mr. Tressler; Caroline, the wife of H. Edwards; Jacob Andrew, who 
married Margaret Litner, and William, the immediate subject of this sketch. 

Wilham Kline spent his boyhood days in Seneca county, and at the 
age of seventeen enlisted in Company C, Sixty-fhith Regiment, Ohio \ol- 
unteer Infantry, on August 20, 1864, and served until the close of the war, 
being honorably discharged at Victoria, Texas, on October 20, 1865. He 
served under General Thomas in the Army of the Cumberland, and among 
other battles in Tennessee he participated in those of Spring Hall, franklin, 
and Nashville. 

After the close of the war, William IKline returned home and resumed 
farming until he was twenty-five years of age, when he was married to 
Margaret Brinkman, the daughter of Nenry and Mary (Dewalt) Brinkman. 
Mrs. Kline died on June 19, 1890, leaving tour children, Henry b., who 
married Mabel Cheney, who have two children, Russell and Guy WNenneth; 
Dr. Oliver Earl, who married Norah Cassell, who have one child, Wilham 
Lawrence; [dith Cordelia, a physician, and Mary Ithzabeth, a student in 
the State University, who are both unmarried and living in Columbus. 

Wilham Kline was married the second time on November 24, 1892, 
to Louisa Powell, the daughter of Daniel and [¢hzabeth (Rauch) Powell. 
Daniel was a native of I*airfield county, Ohio, who settled in) Hancock 
county on a homestead, which had been entered by his father, where he lived 
the remainder of his life. 

After his first marriage, Mr. IXline removed to Wood county, Ohio, 
where, for a number of years, he was an engineer in a stave factory. Subse- 
quently, he engaged in teaming and again resumed farming. After farming 


for two years in Wood county he moved to Blanchard township, Putnam 
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county, and here purchased eighty acres of land, one and three-fourths mules 
northwest of Gilboa. “Vhis land was purchased on December 17, 1890, was 
known as the Seth Neal farm, and here Mr. iNline has since lived. 

William Kline has held many political honors. He 1s an ardent Ke- 
publican in politics, and has served as township trustee of Bloom town- 
ship, Wood county. He has been a member of the school board of Blanchard 
township for five years and also a member of the college committee of Crawhs 
College. Mr. Wline’s standing as a progressive citizen is shown by the fact 
that he has been largely instrumental in raising the standard of Crawtis 
College from,a third grade to a first grade institution. Mr. Kline at one 
time was a candidate on the Kepublican ticket for state representative from 
Putnam county. The normal Democratic majority in Putnam county 1s 
twenty-five hundred, and Mr. Kline, because of his exceptional popularity. 
was able to cut this majority to less than one-half in the first campaign. 
In the last campaign he cut the Democratic majority down to eleven hundred, 
which is a splendid tribute to Mr. Whinne’s character and reputation as a 
citizen in Putnam county. 

Mr. Kline has had two children by his second marriage, Hazel Rowella 
and William Ray, both of whom are unmarried and still at home. William 
Kline is an active member of the Methodist Tépiscopal church, and is a 
local minister in this denomination. Tis wife is also a member of this 
church. I*ew residents of Putnam county occupy a higher place in the public 
esteem of the community than William Kline, or who is more deserving 
the esteem of his neighbors and friends. 


WiELDAM PRATT PRANY Z. 


That life is the most useful and desirable which results in the greatest 
good to the greatest number. Though all do not reach the heights to which 
they aspire, yet in some measure each can win success and make life a bless- 
ing to his fellow men. It is not necessary for one to occupy eminent public 
positions to do so, for in other walks of life there remains much good to be 
accomplished and many opportunities for the exercise of talent and influ- 
ence that in some way will touch the lives of those with whom they come in 
contact, making them better and brighter. In the list of Putnam county’s 
successful citizens, William Pratt I'rantz has long occupied a prominent place. 


In his career, there is much that is commendable and his character force- 
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fully illustrates what a life of energy can accomplish when plans are wisely 
laid and actions are governed by right principles, noble aims and high ideals. 
In his public career as superintendent of the Putnam county infirmary, \Waill- 
iam Pratt lrantz has performed a noble service to the citizens of his com- 
munity and one which has won for him the entire confidence and respect of 
the people of Putnam county. 

William Pratt frantz was born on August 20, 1874, in Blanchard town- 
ship, Putnam county, the son of Wilham Wilson and [tlizabeth (Hoskinson ) 
I*rantz, who were married on April 16, 1863. Wilham Wilson Trantz and 
wife were the parents of ten children, an account of whom may be found 
in the life-story of Wilham Wilson [*rantz, contained elsewhere in_ this 
volume. Ithzabeth Hoskinson was the daughter of Alpha Robert and I[tliza- 
beth (.Acord) Hoskinson, early settlers in Putnam county, Olio. \Villiam 
Wilson I'rantz was a native of Blanchard township and the son of Simon 
Io and: Martha’ Jane’ (Patrick) ranezy wibhe! foxmen: came; trom, Pennsy!- 
vania m at early day and, i 7834) settled: near Gilhoa. 

Wilham Pratt I*rantz attended the common schools until fifteen years 
of age and obtained a good education. One year after. leaving school he 
struck out for himself. lor several years he worked on various farms and 
Was successful in saving a small amount of money. 

Mr. I*rantz was married on December 24, 1899, when he was twenty- 
five years old, to Stella A. Maidlow, the daughter of William and Marinda 
(Conine) Maidlow. \Wialham Maidlow is the son of John A. and Lucinda 
(Dowd) Maidlow. Fis wife was the daughter of John and Nancy (Minette) 
Conine. Wailham Maidlow was born in Blanchard township, Putnam county, 
Ohio, April 29, 1845, and died on December 5, 1890. John A. Maidlow was 
a native of Maryland, who came to Knox county when about fourteen years 
of age. Hlere he remained until after he was married, when he came to 
IManchard township. Elis wife, Lucinda Dowd, was also a native of Knox 
county, Ohio. Witham and Marinda (Conine) Maidlow were the parents of 
mine children, John T., who married Lilly Jane Frantz and has two children, 
Woailhiatn and Charlotte; Stella Alice, the wife of Mr. Frantz; Allen William, 
who died at the age of five-years; Lilly Ann, who is unmarried; Lula, who 
died at the age of two and one-half years; Charles, who is unmarried; Jessie, 
Who as the wife of Rk. PL Stewart, and has four children, Raymond, who died 
In infaney, Leora A., Robert and Lillian; Tloward, who married Catherine 
Boegly and has one son, Ralph, and Ralph, who is. single. 

After his marriage, William Po lrantz moved to the J. 1. Nemire farm, 


Northeast Gf Ottawa, on which he remained for two and one-half years or, 
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until June 18, 1902, when he was appointed as superintendent of the Putnam 
county infirmary by B.- Hl. Uphaus, J. l’. Shank and J. W. Pfister, who were 
the board of directors at that time. Mr. lrantz was reappointed eleven 
consecutive terms or, until January 1, 1913, when, under the new law, he was 
appointed for two years by the county commissioners. His long service, as 
the head of this infirmary, speaks for itself. Mr. Frantz has behind him a 
sufficient record which explains why he has been retained in this position by 
the governing board for so many years. 

Vo Mr. and Mrs. l’rantz eight children have been born, Mary Elizabeth, 
Wilham Ross, Glenn, Maricena, Mildred, Dwight, Marcell and Marthella. 
All are living at home with their parents except Maricena, who died at the 
age of two and one-half years, and Marcell, who died at the age of five 
months. 

lew citizens of Putnam county are better known than William P. 
I*rantz and few are more deserving of the esteem in which they are held 
by their fellow citizens. It is a regard which has been merited by his long 
and sympathetic service in behalf of men and women who are less fortunate 
than the normal citizen. 


NORMAN CONINE. 


It is always pleasant, as well as profitable, to review the career of a 
man who has won a definite goal in life, whose career has been such as to 
commend the honor and respect of his fellow citizens. In these days a 
man cannot lead a secluded life, but if he 1s to be a part of the community 
in which he lives, he must conserve his interests to those of the community 
at large. The most valuable citizens of any community are the men who 
are not only able to manage their own affairs successfully, but also to take 
an intelligent part in the affairs of the community. No man lives entirely 
to himself, and the man’s value to the public is measured by his service to his 
fellowmen, Norman Conine is one of those men who has not only been 
successful in his own private business, but he has been called upon by his 
fellow citizens and has been a prominent factor in promoting the welfare of 
the district in which he lives. 

Norman Conine, one of Putnam county's most substantial citizens, was 
born on October 22, 1833, in Licking county, Ohio, near Pataskala. He ts 


the son of John S. and Naney (Monnet) Conine, the former of whom was 


a native of New Jersey, as were also his patients, who were farmers. that 
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came to Ohio in an early day. John S. Conine, whose mother lived to be 


more than one hundred years old, was a carpenter by trade, but did not 
follow it much after leaving Licking county. He and his wife were the 
parents of six children, Ann, Norman, Sylvanus, \Vellington, deceased ; 
Marinda and Charles W. Gifford. 

Norman Conine came with his parents to Putnam county when about 
thirteen years of age. They settled on a farm where the Putnam county 
infirmary now stands. Mr. Conine lived with his parents until twenty-six 
years old, at which time Mr. Conine was married to Elizabeth Maidlow, 
March 22, 1859. She was the daughter of John and Lucinda (Dowd) Maid- 
low. 

After his marriage, Mr. Conine lived with his wife’s parents for a year, 
helping Mr. Maidlow on the farm where he afterward built a log cabin and 
barn and where he lived until 1869, when he moved just one-half mile north- 
east, purchasing his first forty acres of land, to which a few years later, he 
added forty acres more, bought from his father-in-law, upon which he moved 
a house he had purchased and which had been built by Jacob Numire. Since 
this time, Mr. Conine has added to his farm holdings until he now owns four 
hundred and eighty-five acres. He has always had unusual success in breed-_ 
ing good horses and his success is due partially to the fact that he has raised 
only the very best breeds. Mr. Conine has also made a success of hogs and 
cattle and formerly paid considerable attention to Shorthorn cattle especially. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Norman Conine eleven children have been born, one 
died in infancy; John, who married Laura Overbeck, is the father of three 
children, Darling, Ruth and Lucy; Charles, now deceased; Ann, who is the 
wife of George Crawfis, and has had five children, Norman, Lucinda, [lor- 
ence and two who are deceased; William, who married Rose Sears, and has 
ten children, Verne, Gladys, Mildred, Dewey, Dale, Marie, Maxine, Lucile, 
Norman and Iris; George, who married Vesta Burkell, and is the father 
of four children, one who died in infancy, Clarence, Ralph and Norman Ray; 
Samuel, who married I‘annie Patrick, deceased, has had four children, all 
of whom are deceased; Lucinda, who is the wife of Clinton Clark, and has 
four children, I*thel, Marl, Annabele and T'rederick; Mary, who is the wife 
of Wilber Patrick, and has one son, Oscar; Gertrude, who married Charles 
Payne, and has had four children, one deceased, Naomi, [elizabeth and Sylvia; 
Nettie, who married Ora liristine. 

Norman Conine has been a life-long Democrat. He is one of the really 
big men of Putnam county and has been township trustee for several terms 
and a member of the school board for practically thirty years. [lis long 
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service, In these two offices is, perhaps, the best testimonials that might be 
presented, not only to show his interest in educational affairs, but to show 
the efficiency with which he has discharged .the duties of his office. Mr. 
Conine has always been regarded as one of the best-informed farmers living 
in Putnam county and this fact, to a large extent, accounts for the position 
of leadership which he has always occupied. Mr. Conine is universally 
respected for his sterling qualities and admired for his exceptional achieve- 
ments. 


Preeti T) TAL A VSR eee Ness 


Among the representative citizens of Putnam county, Ohio, is Ashford 
Lafayette Tate, a man who has been highly honored by the people of this 
county, and who is at present holding the responsible office of sheriff. lor 
many years Mr. Pate has been one of the progressive and influential citizens 
of Putnam county. He is a native of this county, and has spent practically 
all of his life within its borders. The people have had an opportunity to 
know him and to judge of his merits and demerits, and the fact that he has 
been elected to a responsible office is sufficient evidence of his popularity and 
the esteem in which he is held by the. citizens of Putnam county. Sheriff 
Tate is a man of keen perceptions, a good judge of human nature, a good 
business man, and has been successful in practically everything he has un- 
dertaken. 

Ashford L. Tate was born on October 1, 1858, near Columbus Grove, 
in Pleasant township, Putnam county, Ohio. He is a son of Irrancis M. and 
Itlizabeth A. (Critten) Tate. Irancis M. Tate was born near Chillicothe, 
Ross county, Ohio, about 1827. He came to Putnam county, Ohio, in his 
boyhood with his parents, who located near Rockport, in Allen county. They 
later moved to the McCrate farm, in Pleasant township, this county, and 
here I*rancis M. Vate lived until his marriage. His wife, who before her 
marriage was Ithzabeth A. Critten, was born in Licking county, Ohio, and 
is a daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth (lake) Critten. They moved here 
inan early day while the country was still new and heavily timbered. After 
Mr. and Mrs. Irrancis M. Tate were married, he engaged in farming, which 
occupation he followed until late in life, when he moved to Columbus Grove, 
and here spent the remainder of his lite. Tle died in November, 1906. His 


widow still lives in their old home at the west edge of Columbus Grove. 
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Sheriff Ashford Lafayette Tate spent his boyhood days on the farm, 
and alter finishing lis education worked at various occupations. Tle is a 
Democrat, and, in 1914, was elected sheriff of Putnam county. Ile took 
office on January 4, 1915. Mr. Tate has always been active in Democratic 
circles, and for the last ten years has been a member of the Democratic county 
central comniuttee. Sheriff Tate had unusual difficulties to meet in the begin- 
ning of his term as sheriff. Ele and his deputy were both new at the work, 
and there was a crowd of criminals more experienced in crime than usual 
confined in the Ottawa jail, and for the first time in many years an escape 
was attempted. Handling the prisoners, as his predecessors had done for 
years, he allowed them the freedom of the corridors outside the cages, and 
one of them, a desperate character, engineered the job of digging a hole 
through the back wall, but by accident knocked out a brick from the outside 
wall, and this led to the discovery of the trick. The sheriff and deputy acted 
promptly and locked all of the prisoners in their cages and none escaped. 

Mr. Tate was married on January 1, 1880, to Amarillous Blakesley, who 
was born, near Pandora, Putnam county, and 1s a daughter of James and 
Elizabeth (I*isk) Blakesley. Her father came from near Cleveland, Ohio, 
and was a farmer. Mr. and Mrs. Tate are the parents of four children, 
Zelma May, Myrtle, Flossie and rank. Zelma attended the high school at 
Columbus Grove, and is now the wife of Leo Amstutz; they now live in the 
east edge of Union township, and they have three living children, Theron, 
Rosa and Alice. Myrtle is living with her father in Ottawa, where she is a 
student in a business college. She was also a student in the high school at 
Columbus Grove. Flossie is the wife of Roy Edwards, and lives in Co- 
lumbus Grove. Mr. and Mrs. edwards have two sons, Roscoe and Lorin 
Woodrow. Ifrank was a student of the high school at Columbus Grove. He 
inakes his home with his parents, and is at present employed at Ottawa, Ohio. 

Sheriff Tate belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows No. 454, 
at Columbus Grove. He is also a member of the Knights of Maccabees, at 
Columbus Grove. He and his entire fanuly are earnest and devoted mem- 
bers of the Christian church at Columbus Grove, and are actively interested 
in the welfare of this denomination. The family are highly respected 
throughout Putnam county, where they are well known. Sheriff Tate is en- 
lirely worthy the confidence and trust which have been placed in hime by the 
people of Putnam county, and he is the last man in the world to betray that 
trust or shirk any responsibility. 
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(SAAC MEV AGY,. 


Vhe life history of Isaac Bracy, one of the well-known and_highly- 
esteemed citizens of Putnam county, Ohio, now living in honorable retire- 
ment, shows what industry, good habits and stanch citizenship wall accom- 
plish in the battle for success. [lis record has been one replete with duty, 
well and conscientiously performed in all of the relations of life. He has 
come down to us from the proneer period and has noted the wonderful trans- 
formation from that time to this, playing his part in the drama of civiliza- 
tion. He has always been an advocate of wholesome living and cleanli- 
ness in politics as well, and has always stood for the highest and best inter- 
ests of the community in which so many of his active years have been passed 
and which have been so honored by his citizenship. 

[Isaac Bracy was born on November 5, 1844, in Blanchard township, 
Putnam county, Ohio, the son of John and Mary (Bedway) Bracy. John 
3racy was born about fifty mules from Paris, Ifrance, in 1812, and came 
to America with John Steiner, who settled in Allen county in 1831. [In 
return for the expense incurred by Mr. Steiner for his trip, he worked for 
him for one year after his arrival in this country. At the expiration of 
this year, Mr. Steiner entered eighty acres of land in Blanchard township, 
Putnam county, for Mr. Bracy, about one and one-half miles south of the 
present.town of Gilboa. [or this he worked two additional years for Mr. 
Stemer and then started out for himself on this’ eighty acres, in 1834. 
About this time he was twenty-four years old. He went to Wayne county, 
Ohio. and there was marricd to Mary Bedway, the daughter of Joseph Bed- 
way and wife, who were pioneers of Wayne county and who, lke Mr. 
Bracy, were natives of Ifrance. After his marriage, John Bracy settled 
on the eighty acres which he had entered and he and his wife took their 
wedding journey behind a yoke of oxen to their new-found home in the 
wilderness. This trip occupied several days, being over one hundred miles. 
They built a cabin, fourteen by eighteen feet, in the woods and for several 
years, they had nothing but ground floor and a stick chimney, built on the: 
outside of the wall, for a fireplace. They started to clear the land and 
as fast as they cleared a little piece, they planted a crop. It is related that 
in those days of their early struggles and hardships, John Bracy was com- 
pelled to go on horse-hack to Tiffin, Ohio, fifty miles, to mill with a two- 
bushed sack of grain, the trip sometimes taking a week. At times when 


they ran out of meal, he would take corn on the cob and grate it on a home- 
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made grater, consisting of a piece of tin with nail holes punched through tt. 
This product was used to make bread. Mrs. Bracy spun her own flax, but 
later the flax was taken to an old woman by the name of Butler, who had 
a loom, and there the flax was woven into linsey cloth, which material 
had to serve for clothing for all members of the family. After their first 
few years of privations and hardships, they succeeded, by dint of energy, 
in becoming quite comfortable and in that day were considered prosperous. 
‘rom time to time, John Bracy added to his original land holdings until, 
when he died in 1872, he owned four hundred acres. His wife died in 
November, 1865. ‘To this unton were born five children, Mary Jane, de- 
ceased, who was the wife of G. W. Devore, of Carroll county, and who 
had nine children, four daughters and five sons; Jerusha, who is the wite 
of Aurora Geisinger, of Blanchard township, and has two daughters and 
one son; tsaac, the subject of this sketch; John, who married l¢sther Llarris, 
and who has two daughters and one son, and Violet, who died in infancy. 

John Bracy was married a second time, in December, 1867, to Mrs. 
Sarah (Pence). Jones, of Putnam county, but formerly of Allen county. 
Vo this union were born two children, one son and one daughter. 

Isaac Gracy received his early education in the district schools of 
Blanchard township. Tle remained on the old homestead until he was 
eighteen years old, when he enlisted in the Twelfth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, 
on September 7, 1863. He saw active service in Kentucky, Tennessee and 
Virginia. Efe participated in the work of exterminating Morgan's raiders 
in Kentucky, which terminated at Mt. Sterling, June 11, 1864. After this 
he was engaged in scouting expeditions, raids and advance work after the 
western campaign. Among others, he served General Sherman. He was 
discharged at Lexington, Kentucky, July 3, 1865. 

After the war, [saac Bracy returned home and occupied himself with 
farming and bunching cattle. He was married to Mary A. Crawfis on 
January 17, 1867, the daughter of Lewis and Mary Ann (Henderson) 
Crawfis, ploncers of Putnam county, Ohio. She died on July 28, 1887. 
To this union were born eight children, lewis J., who died in infancy; 
Charles, of Cabri, Saskatchewan, Canada, who married Pearl Conine and 
has two children, Reva and Kenneth; Wildy P., who married Nellie Miller 
and has three children, two boys and one girl; Carey, who married Arlowa 
Todd and has three children, Cloyd, Delia and Lena; May, who is un- 
married and lives at home; Mate, who is the wife of D. U. McCullough and 


has four children, Leonard, Lawrence, Naomi and Dorothy: Tsaac, who is 


‘ 


















ai dginovtlt I bowkoning, eoloork Tina t 
Ju ZA Uw. tail mnie rental all yee 
dys tly Sohne. Lo, sageapet ait 4d, ‘ont 
denen, rt otelve oly. neoeeitl: ‘olnt ay 
eat ire aon A ms oiians). elt to eooalta ; 
egrets ha! wuld anak _babyeooae vad RP 
EHOVGROW borwbienos: ‘oy oN yb aif 
dina aggscttyt Cutt ead lanigtio eid < i We 

i bea vib BNE), Beton bovlutnl sel, bao | 
" ih Sie Dot | f 


hos ges ny bee 
“lia one: - 




















an n't ie ie ne Ov a 
we mite: bias hot 1 


fe: oe OAL oo 
pglanbe wilt 





















ee en 


Oy Die Toe OE ee sabiliek i 
: otknsula, vite: 


to 











t alocidls } 
ek ott ea, ee 
Nethsen ) qwotanlo’ 
han BIeevintiy ee ion 
CPOE, 2 te sale ‘oni Very ve 
vithd ethyl. HORT Hy citi, anil 
SOT 19ITs son Simtnie big, ny 
eau Sat ie denies At rae 
hae ee ihe ie | 
ivy ‘isanidh baiqs00 ‘been Spftouk db a4) Yow 
fees. vient 2, P. inl), o} baba pow 9 i pls 
piel shh ysl Drs) eiweke bow aait 
SRBH es “el HO doth. ode 
| pean asi fib bail, ow, ii dat tga 
hing, Saino 2 neat borage, oer fils ia 
gol athe, ieinawta, ob fe arf : 
panies baie ak ie | | 







i mie on 6 ng inaietenet me if ia 
reat | ie Y | eer i te ‘ila 














500 PUTNAM COUNTY, OHIO. 


unmarried and at present 1s in California; Ada, who is the widow of James. 
Cober, of Ottawa, Ohio, and has one child, Kuby. 

After his marriage, Mr. Bracy rented the old home place from his 
father for two years, and after this he purchased eighty acres, three miles 
north of Gilboa, and moved there in the spring of 1869. He sold out 
three years later and moved to the northern part of Riley township. Mr. 
Bracy owns this farm of one hundred and twenty acres which was later 
cleared and improved by him. A little later, he bought the old homestead 
of his half-brother, though he continued to farm the place in Riley town- 
ship until 1900, at which time he retired and moved to Gilboa, where he now 
resides. 

Since his retirement, Mr. Bracy has spent his time, partly at his home 
in Gilboa and partly in traveling. Mr. Bracy has owned as much as three 
hundred acres of land and has made his money in raising, buying and selling 
stock, as well as in general farming. He has been a director in the bank 
at Gilboa and at one time owned a heavy interest in this bank. 

Mr. Bracy is a Democrat, and throughout his life has been influential 
in the politics of his community. He has served as township treasurer for 
seven years and has also served twenty-three years as a member of the 
school board of Riley township. I*or six years he was trustee of Riley 
township. Mr. Bracy is a member of Ottawa Lodge No. 325, Free and 
Accepted Masons, and Gilboa Lodge No. 459, Independent Order of Odd 
Iellows. 


J. C. PHILLIPS. 


All values are based upon land. It is the inevitable beginning of all 
wealth and its productiveness is the source of all income and, in the inherent 
capabilities of the land to provide the necessities of life, lies the prosperity of 
the nation. Land investment 1s attracting more people today than ever be- 
fore. eal estate is the best security of all. It shows the largest profit when 
selected carefully. More men have acquired a competence through wise land 
investments than in any other manner. Land values have grown rapidly 
within the last decade in this section of this great country. [le who has pos- 
sessed the foresight and acumen to secure land and to operate it wisely, to 
develop and improve it, has seen the wealth of his holdings grow until his 
farm not only pays him better dividends each year, but is worth far more in 
self than when he took possession of it. J.C. Phillips is a striking example 
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of what determined energy and grit, combined with good business acumen, 
can accomplish. 

J. C. Phillips was born in Blanchard township, Putnam county, Olio, 
November 26, 1858, a son of [li and Mary (l*enstmocher) Phillips. Lh 
Phillips was born in Coshocton county, Ohio, October 27, 1823, and died 


in 1895. Ele was a son of Samuel Phillips, who was a native of Wales and 


came to America when a boy. 

feli Phillips spent his boyhood in Coshocton, where he received his early 
education. When he was a young man he migrated to \Vood county, Ohio. 
He was married about 1854 at Bowling Green, Wood county, to Mary Fenst- 
mocher, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Icnstmocher. After his mar- 
riage he settled in Hancock county, near l‘indlay, where he remained about 


He then located on the John Crawfis farm, near where Crawfis 


two years. 
From there he 


College now is, and retained that farm for about ten years. 
went to Lowell, Michigan, where he remained four years and moved to Ionia, 
near which location he remained until the time of his death in 1905. 
Phillip Ienstmocher was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and came 
to Wood county, Ohio, during the early days. When Eli Phillips was a 
young man, he and his brother entered eighty acres of land each on the 
present site of Jersey City, Wood county. ‘Twelve children-were born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Flt Phillips, as follow: Joseph D., born on January 20, 1850; 
Rachel, born on June 20, 1857, died on December 23, 1863; John, the subject 
of this sketch; George K., born on August 12, 1860; Sarah, born on April 5, 
1862, he died in 1912; Levi, born on March 19, 1865; [lerman and Joshua, 
3, 1867; Isnsign, born on September 20, 1870; 


twins, born on ‘September 2: 


Isliza, born on May 25, 1874; Jason, born on July 12, 1877, and Chetro, born 


on January 18, 1880. | 
At the age of nine, J. C. Phillips moved with his parents to Michigan 
He then returned to 


When 


and remained there until he was nineteen years of age. 
Putnam county, Ohio, where he worked on a farm for two years. 
he was twenty-one years of age, October 11, 1879, he married Sarah E. 
Ilarris, a daughter of Stacy and Elizabeth (IXnisley) Harris. 

Stacy Harris was of [rish descent and was born in Licking county, Ohio, 
His wife was of Pennsylvania-Dutch ancestry and was born in Muskingum 
county, Ohio. 

After his marriage, Mr. Phillips remained with his wite’s people for one 
year. Tle then moved to Ionia, Michigan, where he remained nine months, 


and then returned to Blanchard township, Putnam county, Ohio, where he 


has made his home since that time. lor a time he farmed some distance 
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southeast of Gilboa, Ohio, and, about 1893, he bought a part of the Hickey 
farm, a mile and a half southeast of Gilboa. His first purchase comprised 
forty acres, a farm which he has developed and enlarged until at the present 
time he owns one hundred and eighty acres. In all his farming operations he 
has met with marked success. : 

Mr. Phillips is a life-long Democrat and has always taken an active part 
in the political affairs of his community. lor twenty years he has been a 
member of the school board and a supervisor, having conducted the affairs ot 
his offices with marked ability and success. . 

Mr. Phillips is a member of Ottawa Lodge No. 325, ree and Accepted 
Masons; Gilboa Lodge No. 459, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and 
Encampment No. 238, Independent Order Odd [ellows, of Bluffton. 

Mr. and Mrs. J.C. Phillips have one son, Leonard, who married Pearl 
L. Harris, a daughter of Isaac and Rachel (Baker) Harris. Isaac Harris 
was born in Licking county, Ohio, and came to Putnam county at the age of 
five years. Elis wife was born in Putnam county, of German descent. 

Minvyands:Mirs; Weonard Whillips have three’ children, ‘Grace leonore, 
John Carl and Harvey Kerr. 

Mr. Philips is a man of considerable prominence among his neighbors, 
having always been found on the right side of any question of local import- 
ance, and always standing in favor of anything which he considered of bene- 
ht to the community. He is a man of energy, ability and unquestioned 
integrity. 


UPRICE SYSTEIMNER. 


Men who take an active interest in public questions, especially in re- 
ligious affairs, adding their wisdom to the wisdom of the community and 
assisting by their counsel, are ever honored by the people for the good they 
do. Ulrich S. Steiner, a prominent farmer and evangelist of Putnam 
county, Ohio, is likewise one of its most representative citizens and a man 
who has given much of his time to public service. Tle has been especially 
successtul in religious work and is an organizer of religious affairs. lew 
men in Putnam county are better or more favorably known than Ulrich S. 
Steiner and few men more fairly deserve the respect and admiration of their 
fellowmen. 

Ulrich S. Steiner was born on September 19, 1856, near Bluffton, Rich- 
land township, \len county, Ohio, the son of John and Anna (Burkholder ) 
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Steiner. John Steiner was born in the canton of Berne, Switzerland, 
January 23, 1792, and died on March 6, 1865, two miles west of Bluffton, in 
Richland township, Allen county. John Stemer was the son of Christian 
Steiner, who was the father of three children and who came to America in 
1813, at the age of twenty-one, after a voyage lasting fifty days. Ie settled 
in Wayne county, near Orrville, where he remained for several years, and 
then moved to Richland township. Here he entered land from the govern- 
ment, and here he built a two-roomed log cabin with a center hall, to which 
cabin he later added one room, a frame structure, which served for his resi- 
dence for several years, or until his son, John Steiner, built a story and a 
half brick house and frame structure. It was in this house that Ulrich 8. 
Steiner was born. John Steiner's first farm comprised one hundred and 
twenty acres, but to this he later added three hundred and twenty acres. In 
the beginning, this farm was in a virgin state and heavily timbered, with a 
dense growth of large white oak trees. John Stemer cleared about three- 
fourths of this farm, or about ninety acres, during his lite time. In addition 
to other improvements he made on the old homestead, he built an immense 
barn, ninety by forty feet, with an addition of twenty by forty feet. This 
barn was constructed in 1857 and 1s in a most excellent state of preservation 
today. It 1s interesting to note that to duplicate this structure by contract 
today would probably cost three thousand dollars. In those days when they 
obtained all of the tumber on the grounds, it cost only seven hundred and 
ninety-two dollars. 

John Steiner was first married to Mary Stauffer, of Wayne county, and 
by ber he had eight children, one of whom, Ulrich, died in infancy. The 
seven who survived were: Christian, John, David, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob 
and Samuel. By his second marriage, John Steimer was the father of six 
children, I*lizabeth, Anna, Barbara, Ulrich S., Magdalene, deceased, and 
Daniel. 

very peculiar incident is related in connection with the life of the 
eldest son. Soon after his birth the child was bitten by a snake, while in 
bed with its parents, from the effects of which bite he died. 

It was on this old homstead that Ulrich S. Steiner was born and spent 
his childhood days. At the age of eight years he had the misfortune to 
lose both parents, who died three days apart. After their death, Ulrich S. 
was taken to be reared by John S. Thur, who lived near Bluffton. Here he 
remained until twenty-five years of age, at which time he was married. He 
had been teaching school for cight years prior to this time and had gamed a 
splendid reputation as a teacher. 
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Mr. Steiner was married on October 13, 1881, to Susan Schumacher, 
who was born on December 21, 1861, in Richland township, Allen county. 
She is the daughter of Reverend Peter and Elizabeth (Suter) Schumacher. 
A. complete history of this family is to be found in the sketch of Christian 
Schumacher, his brother. 

After his marriage, Mr. Steiner farmed and taught school for two 
years, later devoting all of his efforts to farming. He located on a farm 
three and one-half miles northeast of Pandora, comprising eighty acres, 
which has been his residence since that time, with the exception of three 
years spent in Pandora in the study of the Word of God, which he still has 
in view. Mr. Steiner has been quite successful as a farmer and attributes 
this success mainly to the raising and selling of hogs. 

To Mr and Mrs. Ulrich Steiner seven children have been born, Estella, 
the wife of A. J. Abigglen, who lives north of Pandora; John Franklin, who 
married Madeline Hubscher and both are missionaries in south China, on the 
island of Hainan; Jesse Edwin, who married Priscilla Diller, and has two 
children, Esther Orvilla and Mabel Lavon; James Calvin, who is a student 
in Otterbein University; Martha Elizabeth, Oliver Ezra and Paul David, all 
of whom are at home. 

Mr. Steiner is a Democrat but, though he is identified with this party, 
he is an independent voter and supports measures and men rather than 
party emblems. He is now engaged to a considerable extent in evangelistic 
work. Mr. Steiner is a member of the Missionary church of Pandora, of 
which his wife likewise is a member. He is one of the organizers of the 
local church and took charge of their first meeting. [le is a man of clean, 
Christian character and of high ideals. 


CHAR irs: Ik. ery Ih 7. 


Among the men of sterling worth and strength of character who have 
made an impression upon the life of the locality in which they live, none has 
achieved a larger measure of popular respect and esteem than Charles k. 
Blauvelt, the cashier of the l'armers State and Savings Bank, of Continental, 
Ohio. Mr. Blauvelt 1s well known throughout this section of Putnam county ; 
in fact, he was born in Putnani county and has spent his whole life, or prac- 
tically all of it, in this section. Elis life-long residence in one locality gives 


the people an opportunity to know every phase of his character, and that he 
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has been true to life in its every phase is manifest from the confidence and 


regard in which he is held by those who know him. In a business way, he 
is aman of unusual attainments and has achieved a splendid success in busi- 
ness, and especially in banking. Mr. Blauvelt combines many of the traits 
so necessary to success in this day and generation. 

Charles R. Blauvelt was born on May 25, 1878, at Belmore, Putnam 
county, Ohio. He is the son of Isaac Je. and Hannah (Speaker) Blauvelt. 
Isaac If. Blauvelt was born in Franklin county, Ohio, in 1842, and was the 
son of Abraham, Jr., and Louisa (Baldwin) Blauvelt. The family originally 


‘caine from Holland. Abraham Blauvelt, Sr., came to New York during the 


American Revolution and founded the town of Blauveltville. He was the 
father-of Abrahani, Jr, who wasthe-father-of-lsaac E: Isaac, FE. :Blauvelt 
grew up in Itranklin county, Ohio, and there married Hannah Speaker, a 
sister of Nimrod Speaker, whose sketch gives the family history. Mr. and 
Mrs. Isaac IX. Blauvelt moved to Putnam county in 1857 and located on a 
farm one mile south of Belmore. ‘There he farmed until recent years, when 
he moved to Belmore, where he now resides. He has been a lifelong farmer 
and has served as township trustee, on the board of education and has filled 
other local offices of trust and responsibility. 

Charles kk. Blauvelt grew up at Belmore and attended Muskingum Col- 
lege, after having completed a course in the public schools of Ohio. He left 
college in 1902 and then taught school at Belmore for five years. At the end 
of this period he organized the bank at Belmore. It is a state bank and Mr. 
Blauvelt served as cashier of this bank for seven years. 

Mr. Blauvelt moved to Continental in January, 1914, having sold out his 
mterest in the bank at Belmore and having’ purchased an interest in the 
Ifarmers State and Savings Bank at Continental, of which he is now cashier. 
Mr. Blauvelt was mayor of Belmore for seven years and also served on the 
school board for three years. 

In rgo1, Charles Rk. Blauvelt was married to Loretta C. Jones, who was 
born at Greentown, Indiana, and who is the daughter of J. W. and Elizabeth 
A. (Covalt) Jones, who still live at Greentown. Mrs. Blauvelt grew up at 
Greentown, where she graduated from the high school and from the normal 
academy. Fler father was a miller, who moved to Belmore, where he en- 
gaged in the milling business for some time, but subsequently removed. to 
Greentown, where he now resides. Mr. and Mrs. Blauvelt have five chil- 
dren, Ralph I&., Charles Frederick, Vaugh C., Elizabeth A. and Etta Cathryn. 

Mr. Blauvelt is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 
Mr. and Mrs. Blauvelt are members of the Methodist episcopal church and 
are bringing up their family in this faith, 
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Although Charles R. Blauvelt 1s a comparatively young man, he has 
demonstrated, within a very few years, that he is possessed of that initiative 
and determination which is a certain guarantee of success in life. Afr Blau- 
velt has not only been able to achieve a rather exceptional measure of suc- 
cess, but at the same time he has managed to retain the confidence and re- 
spect of his fellows, as is evident by the responsible positions of trust with 
which he has been charged. I-ew men in this section of Putnam county are 
better known than he, and few men are more deserving the respect of his 
fellows. Mr. and Mrs. Blauvelt are popular, socially, in Continental and 
admired by a large number of people. 


TON AT AN AAT PING;, 


Jonathan J. Darling has attamed pronounced prestige by reason of 
natural and acquired ability, and also because of lis permanent and. official 
position and high standing in the domain of private citizenship. [le takes a 
deep and abiding interest in everything that pertains to the material advance- 
ment of the town and township where he lives, and every enterprise intended 
to promote the advancement of Putnam county is sure to receive his hearty 
support. Jonathan J. Darling 1s rated as one of the progressive citizens of 
the community in which he lives, and the high respect in which he is held by 
all classes of people is a deserving compliment to an intelligent, broad- 
minded and most worthy man. He is a successful farmer and has made 
farming pay him handsome returns. 

Jonathan J. Darling was born in kiley township, Putnam county, on 
the old Darling homstead, on June 10, 1850, the son of Joseph and Sophia 
(Groff) Darling. flis father was a native of Richland county, Ohio, and 
was born on July 9, 1818... lle was the son of Jonathan P, and Catherine 
(Butler) Darling, natives of Virginia, Jonathan P, Darling was a soldier 
inthe War of 1812 and soon after the close of that strugele, located in Rich- 
land county, Olio. Tle lived here as a farmer until his death at the age of 
seventy-one. Jonathan P. Darling was a devout Lutheran. Ile and his 
wife were the parents of nine children, Robert, Joseph, Rebecca, Squire, 
Abigail, Vincent, Soplia, A\ditha and John P. Vincent, who died after his 
marriage, leaving a wife and seven children.  .\ditha married Matthew 
Alexander and became the mother of a family. Joseph Darling, the father 


of Jonathan J.. settled in Tlancoek county im 1843, and a ditthe later in’ Kiley 
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township, Putnam county. fle married Sophia Groff in 1840. She was 
the daughter of Joseph Groff, a native of Pennsylvania, of German descent. 
Ile was the father of eleven children, Ihas, Polatus, leh, Julia A., Sophia, 
David, Jémeline, Christina, liatta, Caroline and James. Seven children 
were born to Joseph Darling and wife, I¢has, who died of smallpox in Libby 
prison; Abigail, who married Volney O. Vanstronder, who died on January 
25, 1885, leaving three children; Catherine [¢., who died young; Sophia A., 
who died in childhood; Jonathan, the subject of this sketch; Joseph and 
Sarah, both of whom died young. Mrs. Joseph Darling died on March 28, 
1880. She was a member of the Methodist Protestant church. Joseph Dar- 
ling was a man of considerable local influence. [le served his township as 
township appraiser and as township trustee, was a pillar in his church and 
an experienced and successful farmer and a man respected for his unswerv- 
ing morality. 

Jonathan J. Darling spent his childhood and youth on the old home 
place. He attended the district school, and, after completing the course 
here, took one term at the Ottawa Normal. Two terms he spent at Ohio 
Northern University, at .\da, where he continued his academic studies. After 
finishing his education, he returned home and taught one term in the home 
district. [le was a successful teacher, but soon took up farming for himself 
on his father’s farm. 

At the age of twenty-eight, on Ifebruary 28, 1878, Jonathan J. Darling 
was married to May Youngkin, who was born at Gilboa, December 9, 1856, 
and who is the daughter of Jerome W. and Mary Ann (Hall) Youngkin. 
Mrs. Youngkin was the daughter of Samuel and Martha (Wamsley) Hall. 
Samuel Hall was born on April g, 1803, and died on March 25, 1896. His 
wife was born on September 30, 1805, and died in September, 1895. Both 
Jerome \W. and Mary Ann (Hall) Youngkin were natives of Putnam county. 
The Halls were pioneers in Putnam county. 

After his marriage, Mr. Darling continued farming for about fifteen 
years, or until 1893, when he moved to Gilboa and entered: the hardware 
business, in which he continued for mine years. Ile then returned to the 
farm, which has been his residence since that date. Mr. Darling has always 
engaged in general farming and has been quite successful. At his father’s 
death he mbherited cighty acres of the old homestead and has since added 
forty acres, making in all one hundred and twenty acres which he now owns. 

LOvMiw and Mors. Jonathan J. Darling, five children have been born, 
Cline, [ettie, Jessie, Leo and Lena. Chionie, who was born on lebruary 27, 
1879, Is the widow of \William Ross. One child, Vera, who resides at home, 
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was born to them; [*ttie, who was born on December 20, 1881, is the wife 
of Idward L. Peckinpaugh, and has three children, [edward, Vilroe and 
Gerald. They reside one mile south of Leipsic; Jessie, who was born on 
January 31, 1884, is the wife of Harry C. Laub, and has two children, 
Harold and Raymond. ‘They reside near Milan, Michigan; Leo, who was 
born on July 30, 1890, died on I*ebruary 12, 1893; Lena, who was born on 
October 4, 1893, is a student at Defiance College. 

Jonathan J. Darling is one of Riley township’s most successful farmers 
and is well and favorably known. [le 1s a Democrat and served his fellow 
citizens as treasurer of Blanchard township for four years and made a 
creditable record. Mr. Darling attends the Methodist [¢piscopal church at 
Gilboa. Mrs. Darling and her daughters are members of this church. 


HENRY, SHERMAN KETNIER. 


An enumeration of those men of the present generation who have won 
honor and recognition for themselves and at the same time have honored 
the locality to which they belong, would be incomplete were there were 
failure to make specific mention of Henry Sherman Ketner. The qualities 
Which have made him one of the prominent farmers of Kiley township, Put- 
nam county, Olio, have also won for him the esteem of his fellow citizens. 


ge determination and honor- 


Hlis career 1s one of well-directed energy, stron 
able methods. 

Mr. INetner was born on March 4, 1865, in Pleasant township, Putnam 
county, Ohio. He is a son of Andrew and Mary (Hall) Ketner, the former 
born in l’airheld county, Ohio, in 1811, and died in Pleasant township, Put- 
nam county, Ohio. Andrew Ketner was married in [airfield county, Ohio, 
to.a Mrs. Pope, and came to Putnam county in an early day, probably soon 
after his marriage, settling in Blanchard township, in the southwest part of 
what is known as the Stover farm. Ilere he entered forty acres of land 
from the government. [le later rented a farm in the southeast part of 
Ottawa township, owned by aman by the name of Lutz. Later on, he pur- 
chased eighty acres in the northeast part of Pleasant township, and here he 
lived the remainder of his life. Before moving to Pleasant township, his 
first wife died, leaving four children, Silas, Sarah, Matilda and Sissy. After 
his wife's death, Andrew Wetner returned to Fairfield county, where he 
marricd Mary Ulall, the mother of Tl. S. Ketner, Again he returned to 
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Putnam county, locating on his eighty-acre farm in pleasant township. The 
farm was covered with virgin timber at the time Mr. Ketner acquired it, 
and some of it was covered with water a part of the time, but in spite of 
these obstacles, Andrew Ketner set to work with a will, built a one-room 
cabin and a log stable, and with true pioneer spirit, proceeded to improve and 
develop his farm. He later added a kitchen and bedroom to his cabin, and 
this house served as his residence for the remainder of his life. He suc- 
ceeded in clearing about sixty-three or sixty-five acres of the land, and it was 
here that Henry S. Ketner and his brothers and sisters were born, there 
being six of them, as follow: James, deceased, who married Alice l*uller, 
also deceased, had two children, Martha, deceased, and May; Priscilla, the 
wife of Denton Snyder; I¢las, who married I*tta Hill, has five children, Vic- 
tor, Zadell, Lena, Walter and Edith,, who died at the age of five years; 
Henry S., with whom this narrative deals; Sylvester, who married Alice 
Guisinger; Charles, unmarried. 

It was on the old homestead, in Pleasant township, that Henry Ket- 
ner was reared, and it was here that he attended the old Butler district 
school. At the age of fourteen, he left school to help his father clear the 
land and operate the home farm, where he stayed with his father and mother 
until he had reached his majority, and the following fall was married. Henry 
Sherman Ketner was married on August 11, 1887, to Nora Bracy, who 
was born in Blanchard township, October 8, 1869, and who is a daughter of 
John and Sarah (Pence) Jones-Bracy. he latter was born on August 5, 1827, 
and died in Riley township, Putnam county, Ohio, May 28, 1896. She first 
married G. W. Jones, and to this union were born eight children, and after 
his death she was married to John Bracy, and to this union were born two 
children, Andrew Duff, who married Annie Harris, has four children, Minda, 
Howard, August and Harrietta; Nora, the wife of Mr. Ketner. The details 
of the Bracy family history are to be found in the sketch of Isaac Bracy, 
found elsewhere in this volume. 

After his marriage, Mr. Ketner and wife located on the farm Mrs. 
IKetner received from her father’s estate three and one-half miles northeast 
of Pandora, on which they have lived since that time. Mr. Ketner has 
always engaged im general farming and. stock raising with a very com- 
mendable degree of success. He is a man of genial disposition and popular 
in the community where he lives. 

Six children have been born to Mr. and Mrs, Ketner, Abigail Armeda, 
born on November 2, 1880, is the wife of Daniel Miller, and they have four 
children, Verax Gertrude, Glen Llarold, Leona Laeile and Wayne Maillard; 
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Sarah Gertrude, ‘born on April17, 1892, 1s the wife of Joseph Welty, and 
resides in) Toledo, Ohio; Alvin Lee, born on January t4, 1895, 1s unmarricd 
and living at home; Alta May, born on July 28, 1897, 1s unmarried and 
living at home; Kenneth Martin, born on Ifebruary 24, 1906; Marguerite B., 
born on December 28, 1908, died on December 31, 1908. 

Mr. Ketner is a Republican, and is a member of the Independent Order 
of Odd Iellows at Gilboa, and is an attendant of the Methodist I¢piscopal 
church, as is also’Mrs. \Wetner. “H. S. Ketner 1s one of the influential citizens 
of Kiley township. He is well and favorably known as a progressive farmer 
and a man who ts entitled to the esteem in which he is held by his neigh- 
hors and fellow citizens. 


BiGINAWIINeB., bbls Py. 


Vhe biographies of enterprising men, especially of good men, are in- 
structive as guides and incentives to others. The example they furnish of 
patient purpose and steadfast integrity, strongly illustrate what it is in the 
power of each to accomphtsh. Some men belong to no exclusive class in life. 
Apparently insurmountable obstacles have awakened their dormant faculties 
and served as a stimulant to carry them to ultimate renown. The instances 
of success in the face of adverse fate would seem to almost justify the con- 
clusion that self-reliance, with half a chance, can accomplish any reasonable 
object. Benjamin B. Hilty is a man who has. lived to good purpose and 
achieved a splendid success. By a straightforward, commendable course, 
he has made his way to a respectable position in the world, winning the hearty 
admiration of the people of his community and earning the reputation of 
being an enterprising, progressive man of affairs, which the public has not 
been slow to recognize and appreciate. 

Jenjamin B. Elilty was born in Richland township, Highland county, 
Ohio, March 8, 1850, on the old Hlilty homestead. Ile is a son of Peter 
and Ilizabeth (Neuenschwander) [filty. The family history of Mr. Hilty’s 
parents is to be found in the sketch of Isaac Thilty, a brother of Benjamin 
B., found elsewhere in this volume. 

senjamin B. Elilty spent his childhood and youth on the old homestead 
in Richland township, Highland county, Ohio. Tlere he attended the typical 
log-cabin schools, and here he remained until twenty-three years of age. The 


farm of one hundred and twenty aeres was only about two-thirds cleared 
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when his father first acquired it, and Benjamin B. helped to clear and de- 
velop this farm with the exception of twenty acres. 

At the age of twenty-three years, Mr. Hilty was married to Susannah 
Steiner, who was born on May 12, 1855, in Riley township, Putnam county, 
Ohio, a daughter of Peter and Barbara (Schumacher) Steiner. Susannah 
Steiner is a sister of Peter P. Steiner, whose life history 1s found elsewhere 
in his volume. Her mother was a sister of Peter Schumacher; ‘the history 
of which family is to be found in the sketch of Christian Schumacher. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin B. Hilty eleven children have been born, 
Samuel B., born on April 12, 1874, is unmarried and resides at Pandora; 
Helena B., born on June 10, 1875, died on July 3, 1905, at the age of twenty- 
one; Albert B. and Clara, twins, born on November 30, 1876, Clara dying 
at the age of six months, while Albert married [lizabeth Welty, and they 
have four children; Edward, born on July 15, 1878, married Martha Som- 
mers, and they have four children; Mary, born on December 10, 1879, 
is the wife of John A. Sominers, and they. have one child, and live at Pan- 
dora; Sarah, born on May 20, 1881, is the wife of Albert A. Bury, and they 
have four children, and reside at Pandora; Cyrus and Willis, twins, were 
born on June 24, 1883, the former died at the age of two months, while 
Willis died at the age of twenty-one years; Lewis B., who died at the 
age of a few months, and Ellen, born on May 22, 1887, is the wife of 
Philip Amstutz. The mother of these children died on October 3, 1888. 
She was a member of the Mennonite church, a kind and faithful wife and 
a devoted mother. | 

After his marriage, Benjamin B. Hilty worked on his farm of seventy- 
five acres, on the old Ridge road, one and one-half miles east of Pandora. 
This farm had a two-room log house and a small frame barn on it at this 
time, and only about twenty acres of the land had been cleared. The land 
was covered with water for a considerable portion of the year. Mr. Hilty 
proceeded to clear up his land, and it was only by dint of untiring industry 
and perseverance that he succeeded. It was in this old log cabin that all his 
children were born, and it was here that Mrs. Hilty died. After her death, 
Mr. Hilty broke up housekeeping for a few years. The children were placed 
with neighboring relatives. Later, when they were grown older, Mr. Tlilty 
gathered them together: in a new frame building adjoining the old log house 
which he had built, and here he and his children again took up their resi- 
dence. One month after coming together again, this house was destroyed 
by fire. Soon afterward Mr. Plilty- built a larger frame house, containing 


qieht or nine rooms. tn addition to this improvement he built a darge and 
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commodious barn and other outbuildings, in keeping with the surroundings. 
In addition to this he purchased a farm of seventy acres two miles north 
of Pandora, which he gave to his son. Along with his farming activities, 
Mr. Hilty has been operating a threshing outht for the past seventeen years. 
About a year after his wife died, he engaged in buying and selling live stock 
a part of the time. He was associated in business with Samuel B. Krohn. 
At the end of two or three years he engaged in the manufacture of tile, which 
business he continued for four years. 

Before engaging in the live stock business with Samuel B. Krohn, Mr. 
Hilty made a trip to Switzerland, where he visited the scenes of his father’s 
birthplace. It was after disposing of his tile business that he returned to his 
old business of threshing, in which line he 1s still engaged. Besides farm- 
ing and his work along other lines, Mr. Hilty has been an extensive breeder 
of thoroughbred Belgian horses and has made a notable success in this busi- 
ness. Out of all his enterprises, Mr. Hilty has made considerable money 
and has a substantial competence for his declining years. 

Mr. Hilty is a member of the Mennonite church, of which denomination 
Mrs. Hilty was also a member. He is a Democrat. He has served his 
township as supervisor and also as school director. He has always led an 
active life and is well and favorably known. He enjoys the respect of the 
community in general and, as a citizen of the township, his character and 
reputation are above reproach. 





WILLIAM W. EDWARDS. 


On what more fitting page can those beautiful words “In Memoriam” 
be arrayed than on a page of the history of the county in which the person 
in whose tribute the words are used lived so long and so usefully; the county 
in which his manifold activities came to such ripe fruition, the county in 
which he was so well loved and throughout which he is so sincerely mourned ? 
In arraying “In Memoriam” here to the memory of William \W. Edwards, 
long one of the most active and prominent citizens of Putnam county, the 
biographer is conscious of a sense of peculiar fitness, the sense of doing the 
right thing in the right place. History is but biography in the mass, for it 
is the individual that creates the event, and the Iistory of one’s time is but 
the history, in the aggregate, of the individuals who contribute to the events 
of the period. Many who have lived and labored in the past in Putnam 


county left the impress of their individuality writ large upon the page of 
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their generation’s achievements and their names are recalled with veneration 
and honored as they ought to be by those who, coming after them, have 
profited by the labors of their lives. These men did well the things which 
their hands found to do, and, having done their part, passed on, but their 
memories are as imperishable as the monuments their industry and energy 
and painstaking care erected, and their names long will live in the annals of 
the community whose institutions they so earnestly wrought to perpetuate © 
and in which they achieved so large a measure of success. Among this noble 
band it may be properly said that none was better known or more popularly 
regarded than he whose name the reader's eye has noted above, and it is a 
pleasure for the reviewer to set out a few of the salient points in his life, 
such points as relate to his public activities and which will be valuable as in- 
formation to the present and coming generations. 

In the biography presented elsewhere in this volume, under the name 
of Joseph LH. Idwards, the well-known banker of Ialida, the genealogy of 
the Idwards family is set out at some length, and repetition here may not 
be regarded by the reader as necessary. It will be sufficient to say, therefore, 
that William W. Edwards was born in Licking county, Ohio, December 109, 
1847, the son of Thomas W. and Isabel (Huston) I¢dwards, the former of 
whom was born in Muskingum county, Olio, in 1823, the son of Waiter 
I“dwards, a native of Wales, who came to America with his parents when he 
was twelve years of age and located in Muskingum county, Ohio, where lhe 
grew to useful manhood and where he reared his family, among his chil- 
dren being Thomas W., who married Isabel Huston, a member of one of 
the pioneer families of Licking county, Ohio, and who brought his family to 
Putnam county in the year 1864, he and his wife spending the rest of their 
lives in Union township, her death occurring in 1892 and his in 1905, he 
dying in the town of Leipsic, to which he had retired upon giving over the 
active life of the farm, some years before his death. The memory of Thomas 
W. Edwards and lis good wife ts still held precious in the community in 
which they so long lived, as they were, indeed, active in good works all their 
lives. That they possessed extraordinary strength of character is demon- 
strated by the force of character which they imparted to their children, their 
three sons, William W., John and Joseph H., who so long and so success- 
fully were associated together in business in this county and its environs, 
having ungrudgingly attributed much of their success in life to the training 
they received under the careful charge of their parents. Of these sons, onlv 
Joseph H. now survives, the death of John having occurred in t901. Two 
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daughters of Thomas Edwards also survive, Mrs. S. J. Hotfman and Mrs. 
C. S. Perry. Two other sons, James and David, died in infancy. 

William W. [edwards was fifteen years of age when he came to Putnain 
county with his parents, and he spent the rest of his life in this county, grow- 
ing to be one of the most useful and influential, as well as one of the wealth- 
iest, men in the county. He died May 21, 1913, and was widely mourned, for 
he was a man who had inspired many warm and enduring friendships. 

Though the schools in this county, in the days of his youth, were not 
what they are now, Mr. Edwards was an apt student and readily absorbed 
such learning as was afforded in the course at that time prescribed in the 
country schools, to which was supplemented the instructions received at home 
from his attentive parents. At the age of seventeen he began teaching school 
and continued this form of public service for several winters, his summers 
being occupied in assisting his father on the farm. I¢vincing, early in life, 
the peculiar aptitude for business which characterized his later and larger 
dealings, Mr. Itdwards, as a young man, engaged somewhat extensively in 
the live stock business, in which he made a gratifying measure of success. At 
the age of twenty-three he formed a partnership with his brother John and 
I. N. Bushong, in the manufacture of staves, his brother, Joseph H. Idwards, 
later coming into the firm, at which time, in 1893, 1t was incorporated under 
the name of the Buckeye Stave Company, which not only owned mills at 
several points in this county, but at several points in the neighboring counties 
in Ohio and at various points in Michigan. The company also engaged in 
the banking business at Kalida and Continental, and eventually became in- 
terested in several other banks in Ohio and enterprises of one variety and 
another, all of which have proved highly successful. A more detailed ac- 
count of the enterprises in which the Buckeye Stave Company is interested 
will be found in the historical section of this volume and in the biographical 
sketch relating to Joseph H. Edwards. 

The Iedwardses were largely interested in the Buckeye National Bank at 
Findlay, Ohio, and William W. Edwards was president of this institution at 
the time of his death. He also was very active in the affairs of the National 
Bank of Commerce at Toledo, Ohio, in which he was a heavy stockholder, his 
financial ability and high character giving him a position of virtual leadership 
in the affairs of that institution, he being the first vice-president of the bank. 
Upon his death, the board of directors passed a series of resolutions, which 
were beautifully hand-illuminated, bound and conveyed to the family of the 
deceased. In part, these resolutions said: 

“Perhaps the most prominent trait of Mr. Edwards’ character was the 
plain, old-fashioned virtue of honesty. And what more or what better could 
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be said of any man, especially of a business man, than that he was an honest 
man? It is pretty near the sum-total of business virtue. 

“Shrewd as Mr. Idwards was in all his business deals, and clearly as 
he saw what was to his own advantage in making them, and accurate as was 
his judgment of the men with whom he was dealing and the motives by 
which they were actuated, he never lost sight of the fundamental principle 
of honesty. He played the game fairly. His word was good. 

“Fis other characteristics were akin to this fundamental trait. He was 
sincere. He had no patience with shams or false pretenses. One always 
knew that he meant what he said and said what he meant. He was not a 
man of many words or high-sounding phrases. His speech was simple and 
straightforward. One always felt that Mr. Edwards would not say one 
thing to one’s face and another thing behind one’s back. So, too, he had a 
high sense of honor in all trust relations. In these days of complex inter- 
corporate relations, many young men engaged in large business affairs in 
which they occupy positions of trust, as officers or directors, are sometimes 
so blinded by their own self-interest as to sacrifice the interests of one set 
of beneficiaries to those of another set. Not so of Mr. Edwards. He never 
lost sight of the duty a director of a corporation owes to its stockholders. 
Flow wholesome and far-reaching the effect of such an attitude on his part 
was, no one can tell, for it was a source of strength to his associates who sur- 
vive him. 

“Vhese three things, then, Mr. edwards had, honesty, sincerity, fdelity. 

“We need hardly speak of his aptitude for business. His success speaks 
for itself. He was, indeed, in many ways, an ideal of a man of affairs. He 
was industrious, indefatigable, painstaking, patient of details, losing sight 
of nothing of importance, and yet with a good sense of proportion. He was 
a keen judge of men and motives, a prime requisite to success in any busi- 
ness. And the faculty, his by nature, was developed by a long business ex- 
perience, until his judgment in any business proposition was almost uner- 
ring. How we all grew to rely upon it! 

“Last, but not least, we must refer to the kindliness which he showed 
in all his personal relations with his business associates. He was never 
censorious, even when things seemed to go the wrong way. And he was al- 
ways quick to appreciate and ready to reward faithful service.” 

The following extract from the public press comments upon the death 
of Mr. Edwards also throws an additional ray of illumination upon the 
neh character of the deceased: “.\mone the sons of men we sometimes 
find a king uncrowned. This man was such, Giant in the business and eom- 


mereml world, he was yet, withal, a manly man. Son of the soil, inured to 
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toil, fearing no task, neglecting no detail, he acquired the habit of accom- 
plishing that which he undertook. Le started at the bottom of obscurity. 
When his race was run, his life and influence had touched almost every field 
of endeavor. He made money helping others on their way. His business 
interests reached half the states in the Union. In many boards and groups 
of men, when fortunes were at stake, he spoke the final word. In affairs of 
the farm or city, his was the master hand. Men followed him without ask- 
ing the reason why. Schools, churches, colleges and universities shared the 
contents of his purse and felt the magic power of his morally righteous life. 
Thousands will testify that William W. Edwards was their friend.” 

William W. I¢dwards was united in marriage, on May 10, 1888, to Car- 
rie Donaldson, who was born at Grand Rapids, Ohio, where she resided until 
her marriage, except during the time she was engaged in teaching school 
during her young womanhood. She had prepared herself for teaching by a 
course of instruction in the college at Lebanon, Ohio, and was an excellent 
teacher. Mrs. Itdwards continues to make her home at Leipsic, this county. 

By an earlier marriage three children, all of whom survive, were born 
to William Itdwards, as follow: Lillian, who married Dr. B. J. [emory, of 
Defhance, Ohio; E. C., who is now vice-president of the Buckeye National 
Bank, of Findlay, Ohio, and vice-president of the National Bank of Com- 
merce, at Toledo, Ohio, in which sound financial institutions this worthy son 
of his distinguished father is, in a measure, taking the latter’s place; Maude, 
who married Fred Spencer, of Ottawa, this county. 

To Wilham and Carrie (Donaldson) Idwards were born three chil- 
dren, all of whom survive, as follow: Ruth, the widow of Lawrence S. 
Lisle, who died on March £5, 1914, leaving a little son, Lawrence William; 
Catherine, who is now attending Mt. Holyoke College, in Massachusetts, and 
Wilham Donaldson, aged seventeen, a sophomore at \Western Reserve Col- 
lege. 


CHRISTIAN. ZIMMERLY. 


There is no earthly station higher than the ministry of the Gospel, 
and no life can be more uplifting or grand than that which is devoted to the 
amelioration of the spiritual ils of the human race, a life of sacrifice for 
the betterment of the brotherhood of man, one that is willing to cast aside 
all worthy crowns and laurels of fame to follow in the footsteps of the lowly 
Nazarene. It is not possible to measure adequately the height, depth and 


breadth of such a life, for its influence continues to permeate the lives of 
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others through succeeding generations, so the power it has cannot be known 
until the “last great day when the trumpet shall sound and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible.” Add to such a life, which is being lived entirely 
without the consideration of any pecuniary compensation, that other high 
calling of tilling the soil, and, still further, the spirit and energy which typi- 
fied the early pioneers, and the result must inevitably be a man whose citi- 
zenship is a source of pride to his community and a vast benefit to his 
county. 

Christian Zimmerly was born in Riley township, Putnam county, Ohio, 
October 6, 1841, a son of John and Anna (Berner) Zimmerly. John Zim- 
inerly was born in Lemoges, France, June 14, 1781, and died in Riley town- 
ship, Ohio, July 21, 1855, at the age of seventy-four. His parents were 
both natives of I*rance, and died when he was very young, at which time 
the children were taken by other families in the neighborhood and by them 
were brought up. 

John Zimmerly came to America in 1832 or 1833, at the age of fifty- 
one years. He landed in New York, and from there came to Ohio, over 
the [trie canal and Lake [¢rie. He settled first in Wayne county, Ohio, where 
he stayed about a year, and then moved to Putnam county, Ohio, where he 
made his home for a time with John Diller, whose wife, I¢lizabeth, was Mr. 
Zimunerly’s sister. 

About a year later, Anna Berner came to America. Later she became 
Mr. Zimmerly’s wife. She was the daughter of Samuel and Elizabeth (Grid- 
ley) Berner, both of whom were natives of France and lived near Dotariet, 
trance. Anna Berner was born in upper Alsace, France, April 4, 1801, 
and died in Wayne county, Ohio, March 23, 1895. She was three months 
making the voyage to New York, and spent two weeks on Lake Erie while 
finishing her journey to Ohio. While on the lake a storm was encountered 
which very nearly caused the entire party to lose their lives. After having 
reached Ohio, she remained for a time in Wayne county before she finally 
came to Putnam county, where she lived in the family of Michael Neun- 
schwander, one of Putnam county’s first settlers, for whom she worked. She 
was married to John Zimmerly shortly afterward. 

Mrs. John Zimmerly’s father was Samuel Berner, an officer in Napoleon’s 
army at the time of the famous and disastrous campaign and march into 
Russia. At that time, when about half of Napoleon’s army had perished, as 
the results of cold and hunger, Samuel Berner and eleven of his comrades 
escaped and made their way back home, where Samuel Berner died a year 
latter, from the hardships which he had endured. During those times, Mrs. 
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Zimmerly’s mother and sisters were compelled to help dig trenches for defen- 
sive purposes and also to assist in burying the dead. 

After his marriage, John Zimmerly entered one hundred and _ sixty 
acres of government land, the deed for which was signed by President Mar- 
tin Van Buren, under the date of March 16, 1837, at the city of \Washington, 
D. CC. Vhis farm, which les about three and one-half miles southeast of 
Pandora, Ohio, has been in the family ever since that time It was on this 
old homestead that Christian Zimmerly, the subject of this sketch, was born. 
A large portion of the farm, during its earlier days, lay under water, a fact 
which greatly added to the difficulties of its early improvement. 

John Zimmerly and his wife endured all the hardest and bitterest expe- 
riences of the pioneers. Mr. Zimmerly was handicapped by a deformity, 
one of his legs being shorter than the other, which made it difficult for him 
to work. Tis wife assisted him in the woods when the farm was being 
cleared and, working together, they were able to clear and prepare for cultt- 
vation enough of the land to gain a living. Mr. Zimmerly was a weaver 
by trade and was also able to earn a little money by doing work of that sort 
for his neighbors. In that manner they struggled on year by year, clearing 
a little more land each season. 

Vo add to their difficulties during the early days, they were obliged to 
go to Perrysburg, Ohio, a distance of sixty miles, to have their grain ground 
ina mill. Later, they were able to reach a mill at Tiffin, Ohio, which was 
thirty mules away, and later still their milling was done at Findlay, Ohio, a 
distance of sixteen miles from their home. J*inally, a mull was started in 
Gilboa, Ohio, only six miles distant and later on mills were located still closer. 

Three children were born to Mr. and Mrs. John Zimmerly, they were 
Peter, John and Christian, the latter being the subject of this sketch. 

Christian Zimmerly was born on the homestead on October 6, 1841, and 
played his part in the settling of that section and the development of the 
farm. I*rom his early days he assisted his parents and brothers 1n the work 
of clearing the farm and of conducting the farm work. Tle tells an interest- 
ing story of one of his early experiences, which is illustrative of the occur- 
rences in this section at that time. When he was a very small boy, he and 
his brothers went one day to bring in the cows. \WVhen they were found 
there was with them a magnificent buck deer. At the sight of the strange 
animal the little boys became frightened and lost no time in climbing a tree. 
The faithful family dog, which had accompanied them, attacked the deer 
and seized the animal by the throat, after which followed a battle royal 
between the dog and the frightened stag. The commotion, together with 
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the cries of the boys, attracted Isaac Cook, a neighbor, who came running 
to the scene and ended the battle by cutting the stag’s jugular vein. Mr. 
Zimmerly has always retained a most vivid recollection of that experience, 
which made a deep impression on his boyish mind. 

When Christian Zimmerly was fourteen years of age his father died, 
and the care of the homestead and of their mother was left to the three 
brothers. They worked hard and improved the farm year by year, manag- 
ing to keep abreast of their neighbors in the development work. 

When Christian Zimmerly was twenty-eight years of age on May 28, 
1870, he married Mary Welty, who was born in Riley township, December 
20, 1849, a daughter of John and Mary Ann (Gerber) Welty, both of whom 
were natives of Berne, Switzerland, and who came to America early in life, 
having setled in Riley township, Putnam county. Previous to his marriage, 
Mr. Zimmerly had taught school for six years, a profession in which he 
continued for one year following his marriage. 

After their marriage, Christian Zimmerly and wife made their home 
on the old Zimmerly homestead, and Mr. Zimmerly and his brother, John, 
bought from their brother, Peter, his share in the farm. These brothers then 
operated the farm in partnership for a period of eight years, when Christian 
Zimmerly bought his brother John’s share and has since operated the farm 
independently. He has continued to clear and improve the land until he 
now has one hundred and sixty acres cleared and suitable for cultivation, 
including forty acres of native timber. 

Christian Zimmerly, in 1874, was ordained a preacher (“cast by lot’’) 
in the Mennonite church and, in 1880, he was made a bishop. [or forty- 
two years he has preached to the members of that denomination, giving his 
services freely and without financial compensation of any sort. He has fol- 
lowed his ministerial calling in addition to his work as a farmer and has 
met with marked success in both. . 

He met with misfortune from fire in 1872, and lost the house which 
had been erected at the cost of such great effort. Later, in 1899, he met 
with a similar misfortune, at which time his large barn was burned. 

Inleven children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Christian Zimmerly, 
as follow: Sarah, now the wife of Levi Oberly; Caroline, the wife of Amos 
Augsburger; Mary Ann, the wife of Henry Habbigger; John, who is unmar- 
ried; David, who married Martha Lehman; Anna, the wife of Joshua 
Amstutz; Levina, the wife of William THabbegger; Paulina, the wife of 
Albert Lehman; Ardon, who married Amanda Lehman; Leonard who 
married Ida Mann, and [fomer, who is unmarried and lives at home. 
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Mr. Zimmerly is a supporter of the principles of the Democratic party 
and has always taken an intelligent interest in the political affairs of his 
community, although he has never aspired to public office. He and Mrs. 
Zimmerly are both members of the Swiss Mennonite church, of which he 
is pastor. 

Christian Zimmerly is one of the earliest settlers now -living in the 
southwest part of Putnam county and is one of the county’s best known 
and highly respected citizens. He is a type of the clean, high-minded citi- 
zen that, in many other sections, is all too fast disappearing. As a Christian 
minister, he is highly esteemed, and as a citizen and a man, there is no resi- 
dent of the county who is more highly respected or better known. 


CanLETON: P. PALMER‘ 


It is the progressive, wide-awake man of affairs that makes the real his- 
tory of acommunity. His influence, as a potential factor in the body politic, 
is difficult to estimate. The example such men furnish, of patient purpose 
and steadfast integrity, strongly illustrates what is in the power of each to 
accomplish. There is always a full measure of satisfaction in adverting, 
even in a casual way, to their achievements, in advancing the interests of their 
fellow men, in giving strength and solidity to the institutions which make 
so much for the prosperity of the community. Such a man is Carleton P. 
Palmer, the cashier of the Continental Bank, of Continental, Putnam county, 
Ohio, and, therefore, it is eminently proper that a review of his life be given 
among those of the representative citizens of this county. 

Carleton P. Palmer was born on July 22, 1877, at Toledo, Ohio. He is 
a son of Paul B. and Stella (Donaldson) Palmer, the former of whom was 
born in 1847 at Toledo, Ohio, and who is a son of Nicholas Palmer and wife. 
Nicholas Palmer was a native of Plymouth, negland, and came to America 
in the early thirties, being a pioneer settler at Toledo, Ohio. His wife also 
came from Plymouth, [ngland, with her parents, who built the first house 
on what is now Summit street in the city of Toledo. It was a pioneer log 
cabin, built when Toledo was scarcely a promising: village. 

Paul B. Palmer was a teacher in the first business college in Toledo, but 
followed agricultural pursuits most of his life. He is now living retired in 
the city of Toledo. During the active years of his life he was an intluential 
citizen of his community and aman who enjoyed the respect and esteem of 
all with whom he came in contact. 
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Carleton P. Palmer spent his boyhood days on his father’s farm, in the 
vicinity of Toledo. He was graduated from the Toledo high school with the 
class of 1896. After his graduation he engaged in the profession of teach- 
ing and became township superintendent of the schools in Richfield town- 
ship, Lucas county, Ohio. Ile continued in this capacity until Tg00, when 
he came to Continental and took a place in the Bank of Continental. He 
began here as a bookkeeper, but a year or so later became cashier and has 
held this position since that time. Mr. Palmer has proved himself an able 
business man. Tle quickly grasped the details of the banking business, and 
is naturally courteous and accommodating to the patrons of the bank. Nev- 
ertheless, he is firm, as one should be who handles money for others. 

Mr. Palmer was married to Mae I¢dwards on November 19, 1908. She 
is the daughter of Joseph I¢dwards and wife of Leipsic, and to this union 
one son, Carleton Paul, Jr., has been born. 

Mr. Palmer is a prominent Mason, having attained to the thirty-second 
degree in that order, and is also a member of the Nobles of the Mystic 
Shrine. Although a comparatively young man, he is one whose counsels 
are widely sought in financial and commercial transactions, and a man who 
has easily taken foremost rank in the commercial life of Continental and 
Monroe township. Mrs. Palmer is popular in Monroe township and active 
in many enterprises which call for the talent of women. She is a member 
of the Methodist Episcopal church and contributes liberally to its moral up- 
lift in the community. 


Ta ACS. RICKARD. 


There are many excellent farmers in Van Buren township, Putnam 
county, Ohio, and among these may be mentioned Isaac S. Rickard, who has 
been engaged in agricultural pursuits in this township since 1894. As a lad 
he was compelled to help support the family on account of his four elder 
brothers serving in the Union army, and the experience he gained in his youth 
has been of invaluable benefit to him. Thrown early on his own resources, 
he has developed a self-reliant spirit and a resourcefulness which has made 
him the prosperous farmer he is today. He is a man of high ideals and 
sterling integrity and a great worker in the church. 

Isaac S. Rickard, the son of Andrew Jackson and Tannah (Rockwell) 
Rickard, was born in Chautauqua county, New York, July 12, 1852. His 
father was born in New [England and moved from New York to Medina, 


Olio, in 1854, but remained in that city only a short time. Tle then removed 
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with his family to a farm east of [ast Milan, in [rie county, Ohio, where 
he farmed for atime. [lis next move was to a farm west of IXast Milan, on 
which he lived until 1861. In that year he moved to Wood county, Ohio, 
located on a farm near Bowling Green, and lived here during the Civil War. 
water, he settled on a farm east of Bowling Green and lived on this farm until 
the death of his first wife. A few years later he married Mrs. Porter, but 
there were no children born to his second marriage. To his first marriage 
there were born eleven children, eight sons and three daughters, I*Ilen T., the 
wite of Henry Gross, and has eight children; Zina, who married Martha 
Sopher, and has eight children; Jacob, who is married and has one child; 
George W., who married Phlena Sopher, and has four children; Orange J., 
who married Jeanette McDonald, and has nine children; Itlizabeth, the wife 
of William Sheets, and has five children, one of whom is deceased; Isaac S., 
of Putnam county; Philip W., who married Julia Rathburn; John F., who 
married Emma Rathburn, and has one child, deceased; Lydia, who died at 
the age of nine,.and Nathan B., who married Flora Taft, and has two 
children. 

Isaac S. Rickard spent his boyhood days in \Wood county, where he 
received a limited education in the rude district schools. When the Civil 
War broke out, though he was only nine years of age, he began to take an 
active part in the support of the family, his four elder brothers having gone 
to the front when it became necessary for him to take part of the burden of 
the family support on his own shoulders. He remained at home until he 
was married, at the age of twenty, and then began working on a farm near 
Toledo, Ohto. During the twenty years which elapsed from the time of his 
marriage until he permanently located in Putnam county, he lived in several 
places. After working a short time near Toledo, he moved to Miami, Ohio, 
thence to Milan, in [rie county, and worked in the latter place for about nine 
years. His next change took him to Wood county, where he located four 
miles northwest of Milton Center, and where his wife died. After her death 
he moved to Milton Center, in which place he remained until his second 
marriage in the fall of 1893. In the following year he moved to Putnam 
county and located in Van Buren township, where he has since resided. 

Mr. Rickard was first married on November 24, 1873, to Madora Jane 
Sheets, the daughter of Albert Sheets. She was born in Wood county, Ohio, 
March 12, 1855, and spent her girlhood days in the same county. To this 
first union of Isaac S. Rickard were born four children, Melville, who mar- 
ried Julia Cuisno, died January g, tors, they have one daughter, Sadie; 
anny M., the wife of Tliram Cain, has two children, Emma, and Madora, 
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deceased; Albert, who died at the age of nine, and one who died in infancy. 
The first wife of Mr. Rickard diced in May, 1887, and on August 20, 1893, he 
was married to Mrs. Sarah C. (Simonds) [astom, a daughter of Justice and 
Lourana (Morehead) Simonds. She was born near Gilboa, Putnam county, 
Ohio. Vhefe were no children to this second marriage. 

Justice Simonds, the father of Mrs. Rickard, was born in New Hamp- 
shire, February 10, 1809, the son of Jonathan and Sophia (Sanborn) 
Simonds, who were of New England stock and natives of New Hampshire. 
When Justice Simonds was a small boy, his parents moved to Medina, 
‘Orleans county, New York, and here he was bound out to learn the trade of 
a mulwright. In Orleans county, New York, the mother of Justice Simonds 
died, and, after growing to maturity, Justice Simonds moved from New York 
state to Putnam county, Ohio, where he continued to follow his trade as a 
millwright. Among other pioneer buildings, he helped to construct the 
Charles Harmon mill on the Blanchard river. Justice Simonds was married 
in 1840 to Lourana Morehead, a daughter of Alexander Morehead. She 
was born on May 8, 1822, and died in July, 1895. Justice Simonds and wife 
were the parents of nine children, Sanborn, who died in infancy; George, 
who married Mollie Ioltz, and died June 25, 1908; Sarah, the wife of Mr. 
Rickard; Jeanette, the wife of David Redding, who died in January, 1911; 
IInura, the wife of Andrew Fike; Mary Ann, deceased, who was married, 
respectively, to Martin Wert, James Boyer and William Tuller; Eliza, the 
wife of Wailham Bryan; Louminda, the wife of Charles Farquharson; John, 
who died at the age of twenty-one. 

After his marriage, Justice Simonds lived for several years on a farm 
near Gilboa, but, in 1860, removed to another farm three miles north of 
Leipsic, where he lived until his death, April 25, 1885. Sarah Simonds, the 
wife of Mr. Rickard, was first married to Frank Eastom, March 21, 1863, 
and to her first marriage one son, George, was born. [le married Bertha 
Steffer, of Hamilton, Ohio, September 20, 1895, and now makes his home 
in Denver, Colorado. George Itastom and wife are the parents of four 
children, Frank, Helen and George are living, and Bertha is deceased. 
George [astom is in the real estate and machinery business in Denver. 

Mr. Rickard and his wife are loyal members of the Methodist [pisco- 
pal church. Mr. Rickard was ordained in the ministry of the Church of 
Christ, about twenty-five years ago, but has since transferred his member- 
ship to the Methodlist church. TTe has preached for four or five years, 
but has devoted the greater part of his life to farming, although he has 
always been very active in all church work. Tle is a man highly respected 


and honored in his community, where he has lived a life of usefulness. 
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CHRISTIAN DAVIS. 


The specific history of the great Middle West was made by the pioneers, 
and it is not necessary to trace it back farther than a generation in order to 
reach the pioneers who were instrumental in founding this great territory. 
In fact, there are many men yet living who played important parts in the 
foundation and development of Ohio and neighboring states. = Those 
pioneers who built their rude homes in the forests, which then covered this 
country, and turned the wilderness into broad stretches of fertile and culti- 
vated fields, were hardy and industrious men of the finest type. To have 
established, or to have aided in the work which established, a home amid 
such surroundings, and to cope with the many privations and hardships which 
were the inevitable concomitants, demanded an invincible courage and forti- 
tude; strong hearts and willing hands. All those were characteristics of 
the pioneers, whose names and deeds should be held in perpetual reverence 
by those who enjoy the fruits of their toil, and among that number is the 
gentleman whose name appears at the head of this sketch, and who for 
many years has been numbered among the most prominent citizens of Put- 
nam county. 

Christian Davis was born in Monroe county, Ohio, April 8, 1843, a 
son of Michael and Catherine (Stauffer) Davis. Michael Davis, his father, 
was born in Pennsylvama in 1875. Little is known of his early life in Penn- 
sylvania, except that he left there in the early days and came to Wayne 
county, Ohio. There he met the subject’s mother, Mrs. Catherine (Stauffer) 
Lugibihl, to whom he was married. 

Mrs. Davis was born in Basel, Switzerland, where she spent her youth 
and where she was married to Mr. Lugibihl. To that union was born one 
daughter, Catherine. Shortly after her birth, Mr. Lugibihl died, and his 
wife and child came to America, where she entered the employment of Mr. 
Bixel, of Wayne county, Ohio, in which position she worked until her mar- 
riage with Mr. Davis. 

After their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Davis moved to Monroe county, 
where Michael Davis had purchased a small farm. There they lived for 
about ten, years, when Mr. Davis died, at the age of forty-seven. Four 
children had born to Mr. and Mrs. Davis, Fannie, deceased, who was the 
wife of Anthony Sawin, and to whom three children were born; Rebecca, 
deceased, who was the wife of Andy Voy, to whom three children were 
born; John, who married Magdalena Moser, and to whom one son was born, 
and Christian, the subject of this sketch, 
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After her husband’s death, Mrs. Davis moved to Putnam county and 


settled on forty acres of farm land one and one-half miles southwest of 


Pandora, in Riley township. This land she had purchased previous to mov- 
ing to Putnam county, with money which she had earned and saved prior 
to her marriage to Mr. Davis. About five years later, when the subject of 
this sketch was nine years of age, Mrs. Davis was married a third time, her 
third husband having been Jacob Hipscher. Mr. and Mrs. Hipscher lived 
together until 1883, when Mrs. Hipscher came to live with her son, Christian, 
with whom she remained until her death in 18or, thus ending a useful and 
eventful lite. 

At the age of nine years, Christian Davis left home and went to live 
with his uncle, Christian Basinger, where he remained for nearly two years. 
Ie then lived with Abrahain Detwiler, with whom, also, he remained for two 
years. After having left Mr. Detwiler’s home, the subject shifted for him- 
self, working on the various farms and at various other occupations until 
he was twenty-six years of age. When he was about twenty years old, in 
1863, he went with a friend, Henry Griswire, to Ontario, Canada, where they 


remained three years. [*rom there the subject of this sketch went to Michi- 


gan, where he worked in the pineries for about a year. 

When Mr. Davis was twenty-six years of age he married Elizabeth 
Schmitz, who was born in Baden, Germany, August 17, 1844, a daughter of 
Abraham and Christina Schmitz. After his marriage, Mr. Davis and Nick 
Shively erected a saw-mill in Riley township, which they operated for four 
years. At the end of that time Mr. Davis sold his share in the mill and 
bought forty acres of farm land, two miles west of Pandora, Riley town- 
ship. 

There was a small frame house and a barn on the farm when he settled 
there, in which he made his home. Later he purchased another farm of forty 
acres, Which adjoined lis original holdings on the north. He built a larger 
house on his new land, and still occupies it. Sometime after this he bought 
out the heirs of his mother’s farm of forty acres, which he eventually sold. 
Me still’ retams his. farm: of eighty, acres. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Christian Davis eight children were born, as follow: 
Gideon B., who was born on August 28, 1869, and died in 1908; Watharina, 
who was born on March 19, 1871, and died 1893. She was the wife of 
Amos Gratz and the mother of one child, Clyde, who died when two years 
of age; Christina was born on May 28, 1872, and is the wife of Seth Bas- 
inger, to them three children, Ula, Clyde and Clitus, have been born: Itha, 
horn on June 3, 1874, is the wife of Lawn Scheets and has four children, 
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edna, -Lella, Mahala and Evangeline; Timma, born,on December. 15, 1876, 
is anmarncd and lives at, home; Irarolina, bor, one december’) 30271878, 
dicd on January 18, 1880; elizabeth, born on June 30, 1880, is the wife of 
Rayton Core and has two children, Arlena and Raymond; Mina was born 
on September 20, 1883, and is the wife of Hiram Basinger. 

Mr. Davis has always done general farming and has been very success- 
ful. .\ few years ago he devoted considerable attention to the buying and 
feeding of cattle for market, a business in which he met with great success. 

Mr. Davis is a supporter of the Democratic party. Jor several years 
he has served his community as a school director, and has also been for a 
number of years a supervisor, conducting the affairs of both offices to the 
complete satisfaction of the citizens. 

Mr. Davis is one of Riley township's best-known citizens and is highly 
respected by all his neighbors. He is a man of many sterling qualities and 
of unquestioned integrity. 


GUY UR. COT, 


It is not an easy task to describe adequately the career of a man who has 
led an eminently active and busy lite and who has obtained a position of rela- 
tive distinction in the community with which his interests are allied. Biog- 
raphy, however, finds a most perfect justification in tracing and recording 
the main point in such a life history. With a full appreciation of all that 
is demanded, and with a satisfaction that is keenly felt, the biographer under- 
takes to point out a few facts in the career of Guy Rk. Coit, a well-known 
real estate and insurance dealer, at Kalida, Ohio, and at present the mayor 
of Walida. 

Guy Kk. Coit was born in Vaughnsville, Ohio, in Sugar Creek township, 
November 20, 1880.° Mr. Coit left Vaughnsville, Ohio, at the age of four 
years and grew up in Kalida, where he received his education. He worked 
at different occupations until 1903, when he started in the real estate busi- 
ness at that place. He ts still actively engaged in this business. He 1s also 
engaged in the loan and insurance business and has had a lucrative patron- 
age from the time he started. Mr. Coit was cashier of the Peoples Banking 
Company at Nalida for about twenty months, and city clerk of Kalida during 
1907 and 1908. Tle has been councilman for some years and is now mayor 
of Nalida, having been elected to this position in the fall of 19rt. 

Guy RK. Coit, was married on August 1, 1905, to l¢ffie Downing, a native 
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of Jackson township, Putnam county, Ohio, and a daughter of John L. and 
Lydia (Sybert) Downing. John L. Downing, at present a stave jointer at 
Piggott, Arkansas, was born near West Cairo, Allen county, Ohio, lebruary 
21, 1859, and was married in 1877 at Vaughnsville, Ohio, to Lydia Ann 
Sybert, who was born in 1857, near Bluffton, Allen county, Ohio. John L. 
Downing was the son of John Downing, who was born near West Cairo, 
Ohio, in 1820 and who died in 1861.) John Downing married Rebecca los- 
ter, who was born in 1823, in Allen county, Ohio, and died in 1864. They 
had the following children: John L., of Piggott, Arkansas; Mary C., of 
Winfield, Kansas, and Harrison, who died in infaney. John Downing was 
the son of “Adam Downing, who was of Irish descent and a pioncer in this 
section of the country and who js believed to have fought the Indians. Adam 
Downing married Sarah Allen, who was of Welsh descent and a native of 
eastern Ohio. 

Mrs. Lydia Ann (Sybert) Downing was the daughter of Barney and 
fhe (Long) Sybert, the former of whom died in 1861, and the latter m 
1890. . hey were the parents of the following children: ~William, Ann, 
Clint, George, Hobert, Henry, Benjamin, Louisa, Alice, Sarah, Lydia, Dan- 
jel and Hiram. 

John L. and Lydia Ann Downing were the parents of the following 
children: George, born in 1877, who lives at Piggott, Arkansas; Joe, born 
in 1880, who married Blanche Sellers, lives in Boynton, Arkansas, and has 
five children; Armena, Georgia, Lavern, Zelma and’ Mary; Mrs: Louisa 
Mack, born in 1882, who lives at Nimmons, Arkansas. She was married at 
Defiance, Ohio, in 1900, and has four children, Georgia, Russell, Jessie and 
Clarence; Mrs. Pearl Little, born in 1883, is married and has nine children, 
Jemima, Gladys, Hazel, Beulah, Vellam, Genevieve, Clayton, ISdna and John; 
Grover, born in 1885, married Grace Palmondon in 1905, and has two chil- 
dren, his wife died in 1908; Mildred, who lives at Boynton, Arkansas, mar- 
ried Girty Strats and has one child, Viola; William Wallace, born in 1886, 
who lives at Malden, Missouri, married Mary Jaunt in 1907, and has three 
children, Itranklin, Leonard and Sherman; [¢fhe, born in 1887, married 
Mir Cott. 

John LL. Downing is a member of Jonathan Lodge No. 115, Independent 
Order of Odd I*ellows, at Monett, Arkansas. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Coit five children have been born, Guy, Dorland, 
Doyle, Fremont and Tlelen. He is a member of the Iree and Accepted 
Masons at Nalida. Tle is also a member of the chapter and council. He is 


one of the leaders in the councils of the Republican party in this section of 
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Ohio, and to him perhaps more than to any other man, the state leaders of 
the party look for a substantial vote from Putnam county. Mr. and Mrs. 
Coit are members of the Methodist I{piscopal church at Kalida, where he 1s 
a trustee of the church and has taught a Sunday school class for the past 
seven years. Mr. Coit’s. family are also members of this church. Guy R. 
Coit is a “mixer” and a man who attends strictly to his own business. He has 
a host of friends and is widely known throughout Putnam county. He is 
known as a booster for all city improvements and, although.he is progressive 
in spirit, he is a quiet man and a deep thinker. He is a man who has suc- 
ceeded largely because of his capacity for devoting himself to details. 


Peek A, AMST WAZ. 


The two most strongly marked characteristics of both the east and the 
west are combined in the residents of Ohio. The enthusiastic enterprise 
which overleaps all obstacles and makes possible almost any undertaking in 
the comparatively new and vigorous western states is here tempered by the 
stable and more careful policies that we have borrowed from our eastern 
neighbors. The combination is one of unusual force and power. [t has been 
the means of placing this section of the country on a par with the older east, 
and at the same time producing a reliability and certainty in business affairs 
which are frequently lacking in the west. This happy combination is also 
possessed, in a notable degree, by Peter A. Amstutz, for several years now 
the efficient cashier of the Farmers Banking Company of -Pandora. Tle is 
too well known to the readers of this volume to need any formal introduc- 
tion here, for his name is deeply fixed in the financial, commercial, protfes- 
sional and industrial history of this section of the state. Mr. Amstutz, him- 
self, is filling a large place in the public affairs of his community. Fle is rec- 
ognized as a man of strong and alert mentality, deeply interested in every- 
thing that pertains to the welfare of the community. He is a progressive and 
enterprising business man and a representative citizen of Riley township and 
Putnam county. 

Peter A. Amstutz was born on February 9, 1868, in Riley township, Put- 
nam county, Ohio, the son of Abraham M. and Catherine (Hilty) Amstutz, 
the former of whom was born on September 20, 1844, in Richland township, 
Allen county, Ohio, and the latter was born on April 19, 1848, in Richland 
township, Allen county, Ohio. 


Abraham M. Amstutz is the son of John and Barbara (Tschantz) Am- 
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stutz. John Amstutz was born in Switzerland and came to America in 1840 
with his wife and three children. They settled in kichland township, Allen 
county, Ohio, near Bluffton. John Amstutz was a farmer in Switzerland 
and the Amstutz family was an old one in the community from which he 
came. It is related that the name Amstutz originated from a famuly by the 
name of Stutz who lived on a hill, the German prefix “am’’ meaning “‘on 
the,” being prefixed to the name Stutz and resulting in the final Amstutz, 
which means ‘ton the hill.” Another explanation of the name Amstutz is 
given, hich says ‘that: /Stutz: means.a,.‘steep, hil,” jor rather, “a -bluit’” or 
“precipice.” Perhaps a John Stutz lived at or near to this bluff or preci- 
pice, and, to distinguish him from other Johns, it was said that he was 
John Amstutz, meaning the John who lived by the precipice. 

John Amstutz and his little family were fifty-two days on a sailing ves- 
sel in coming to America. They came directly to Allen county, where John 
Amstutz settled on a farm just north of Bluffton. After two years he re- 
moved to a farm one-half mile south of Columbia, later called Pendleton, 
and, still later, Pandora. Here he made his future home, clearing the land 
and draining it. He built an adobe house of mud and straw about 1855, a 
part of which 1s standing today. ‘The mud and straw were mixed by oxen 
trained for the feat. In addition to being a farmer, John Amstutz was a 
minister in the Mennonite church and was an active minister until the time 
of his death. He was also a mechanic of considerable ability, and in the 
early days he made spinning wheels for spinning both wool and cotton. 
After spending a most useful life, he dted at a ripe old age, in 1858, on the 
old homestead south of Pandora. 

John and Barbara Amstutz were the parents of five children, three of 
the eldest having been born in Switzerland, and the two youngest in Allen 
and Putnam counties. All lived to maturity. They were: T*annie, the wife 
of Jonas Amstutz, both deceased; Marian, the wife of Abraham Bixter, both 
deceased; Christian, who married Barbara Schuhmacher, both deceased; 
Abraham, who. married Catherine Hilty, the parents of Peter A.; Peter M., 
deceased, who had three wives, Anna Light, deceased, Belle Sitlemeyer, de- 
ceased, and Mrs. Downing. 

Abraham M. Amstutz spent his boyhood on the old homestead and here 
grew to manhood. He attended the common schools and at the age of 
twenty-two was married to Catherine Hilty, the daughter of Peter and 
Ihizabeth (Neuenschwander) Hilty, both natives of Switzerland, who came 
to America in the early days. They settled in Richland township, Allen 
county, Ohio, four miles west of Bluffton. They were the parents of eleven 
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children: Isaac, John, Barbara, Benjamin, Catherine, Noah, Mary (de- 
ceased), Sarah (deceased), Peter, Samuel and Elizabeth (deceased). The 
parents of these children spent the remainder of their lives on the old home- 
stead in Allen county, and it was here that Mrs. Amstutz grew to woman- 
hood, received her early education and remained until she was married. She 
was married in January, 1806, at the age of eighteen. | 

After their marriage they settled on a portion of the old John Amstutz 
homestead, south of Pandora. Here Abraham Amstutz pursued farming un- 
til he retired and moved to Pandora, in 1908. He has been a successful 
farmer and stock raiser. He is an ardent Democrat and was president of 
the township school board for a number of years. He is a man possessed of 
strong civic pride, of sterling integrity and is held in high esteem by his fel- 
low citizens. He is also an active and consistent member of the Grace Men- 
nonite church and was trustee in the old Swiss church. Abraham M. and 
Catherine Amstutz have had eleven children: Peter, the subject of this 
sketch; Barbara, the wife of Jacob Suter; John, who married Susan Basin- 
ger; Elizabeth, the wife of Elias Welty; Levina, the deceased wife of John 
Gerber ; Amos, who died in infancy ; Llewellyn, who first married Nona Lora 
and later Della Suter; Albert, who married Malinda Gratz; Edwin, who 
died at the age of five years; Mary, the wife of A. J. Welty, and Selma, the 
wife of William Lugibihl. 

Peter A. Amstutz was born on the old home place, south of Pandora, and 
lived there until 1891, when he was twenty-three years of age. Here he re- 
ceived his early education and here he lived while he was a student in the high 
school at Pandora and Crawfis College. During his boyhood he helped his 
father on the farm, and later taught school. When he was twenty-three 
years old he took a clerkship in a general store in Columbus Grove and held 
this position for six years. 

Mr. Amstutz was married, at the age of twenty-four, on January 5, 
1893, to Persis Basinger, the daughter of Jacob C. and Mary (Basinger) 
Basinger. She was born on November 19, 1870, in Riley township, Putnam 
county, Ohio. Her people were pioneers of Putnam county. To this happy 
union six children have been born: Orpha E., who is a student at Ohio State 
University; William B., who is a student at Bliss College, at Columbus; 
Harley C., who is a student in the high school; Wendell II. and Margaret J., 
who are both at home and attending the graded school, and. Roland, who died 
at the age of seven months. 

After spending six years at Columbus Grove, Mr. Amstutz bought a 
new general store at Pandora. Ie remained in this business for about one 
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year and then took a partner, the new firm becoming P. A. Amstutz & Com- 
pany. This business was conducted with marked success until 1903, when 
Mr. Amstutz bought a farm in Richland township, Allen county, which he 
operated for one year. He then made a short stay in Petoskey, Michigan, 
after which he purchased an interest in the Pandora Hardware Company, 
in the fall of 1905. Mr. Amstutz controlled a half interest in this concern 
and withdrew from the active management of it in the fall of 1909. At this 
time Mr. Amstutz was elected cashier of the Farmers Banking Company, of 
Pandora, which position he still holds. Previously he had been a director of 
the bank, which position he still retains. 

Peter A. Amstutz is a Democrat, and has served as township clerk for 
three terms. He was also clerk of the school board. He is a prominent mem- 
ber and one of the founders of the Grace Mennonite church. He has been 
secretary and treasurer of this congregation since its organization. Mr. 
Amstutz has been a successful business man and banker in this community 
for several years. He stands high in the vicinity in which he lives, and no 
better evidence of this fact is required than reference to the many positions 
of trust and responsibility which he has held and which he now occupies. 
He is an upright citizen, a good neighbor and a fine father. His character 
and integrity are above question, and it is to him that the best people of the 
community come for counsel and advice, which Mr. Amstutz is eminently 
qualified to give. He is present mayor of Pandora, his term to expire in 
1916. He was president of the city council of Pandora for four years. 


CHARLES FREMONT ALKIRE. 


Men who take an active interest in public questions are ever honored 
by their community. They are known as leaders, and by their helpfulness 
and counsel contribute materially to the public welfare. A man of. this 
character is Charles I*. Alkire, a well-known farmer of Riley township. 
Mr. Alkire, who is one of the most successful farmers of Putnam county, 
is descended from a line of illustrious ancestors, men who fought in the 
early wars of this country and who did their part in their day and gene- 
ration to establish the foundation of a government which their posterity is 
enjoying today. i 
Mr. Alkire was born on December 10, 1856, at Pandora. Tle is the son 


of George W. and Catherine (Hart) Alkire. George W. Alkire was born 
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in Madison county, Ohio, December 25, 1826, and he was the son of Will- 
iam M. and Llannah (Osborn) Alkire. William MM. Alkire was born on 
November 10, 1799, in INentucky, and he was the son of William and 
Klizabeth (More) Alkire. William Alkire was born in 1751, in Germany, 
and married in 1778. Efe came to America prior to the American Revolu- 
tion, settling in Kentucky. Here William M., his son, was born on Novem- 
ber 10, 1799. Wilham MM. was a mullwright by tfade and served in the War 
of 1812. He came to Madison county when a young man and was married 
here on December 4, 1822, to Hannah Osborn, who was born in Virginia, on 
August 11, 1804. She died on April 15, 1843, in that portion of Putnam 
county which later became a part of Allen county. William M. died at the 
hanie, of, lis son, Georges W;, . north, of. Pandora,, on, January, 25, 1886. 
He had come to Putnam county in 1834, when George W. was eight years 
old, and later settled in the north part of Richland township, Allen county. 
entering land from the government, and passing through all the pioneer eXx- 


periences common to his day and generation. After his wife’s death, he 


. traded his homestead for a store at Pandora, traded the store for eighty 


acres in Defiance county. Subsequently, he made his home with his son, 
George \W., who was then living at Pandora. 

George W. Alkire was reared as a farm boy and was one of six children, 
Idwards P. served in the Civil War and lived in Manistee county, Michigan ; 
Kichard was a farmer in Putnam county; Madison an orange grower in 
Calitorma; and John)in, Picqua. county, Ohio, and Adam, of Riverside, 
California:),’George, Wi, Alkire was, married» in..1851, to, Miss, Catherine 
Hart, daughter of John and Mary (Meng) Hart, both natives of Penn- 
sylvania. John Hart came to Putnam county in 1842, entered land in the 
fall. He was three times married. He first married Mary Meng, three 


of whose children died in infancy, the others being, Mrs. Alkire, Elizabeth, 


‘S 
Mrs. Dora Brown, Absalom, Samuel, John I*. and Margaret. Mary Meng 
Hart died in 1866, after which Mr. Hart removed to Allen county, where he 
died in 1887. He and his wife were members of the Presbyterian church. 
George W. Alkire and wife were the parents of six children, four of whom 
were reared to maturity, John A., of Valparaiso, Indiana; Charles Iremont, 
of Putnam county; William PL.. also of Putnam county, and Mary [¢., the 
wife of James Preston. Mr. and Mrs. George Alkire were members of the 
Presbyterian church. 

Charles Fremont Alkire remained in Pandora with his parents until he 
Was seven years old, when they moved one and one-half miles north of 


Pandora. tlere Charles fremont spent his boyhood days on the old home 
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place, alternating the summer and winter months between the district school 
and his father’s farm, until, at the age of nineteen, when, with his brothers 
John and William, farmed the home place for one year. l’or the ensuing 
three years he and his younger brother, \Wilham, farmed it together, and 
for the next two Charles farmed the place alone. 

About this time, on January 19, 1882, Mr. Alkire was married to ) Miner va 
Kellen, the daughter of John and Catherine (Joseph) Kellen. Mrs. Alkire 
was, porm.on DMecember 7, 1657. “She died on “Wecember 19, 1882. One 
child, Mary C., was born to this unton. She now resides with Mr. Alkire. 

After suffering the great misfortune of Mrs. Alkire’s death, Mr. Alkire 
was joined again by his younger brother William and together they farmed 
the home place for two years. In the fall of 1885, Mr. Alkire was married 
to Mary Mallahan, who was born in Hancock county, August 3, 1857, and 
who is the daughter of Charles I*. and Jane (Downing) Mallahan. Charles 
I’, Mallahan died on December 30, 1877, just before he was to have taken 
the office of county commissioner, to which he had previously been elected. 
Charles I*. Mallahan’s grandfather and John Downing were under the com- 
mand of General Hull when he surrendered Detroit. They saw General Cass 
break his sword rather than to surrender it to the British. Charles I*. Malla- 
han was born on September 26, 1818, in Iairheld county, Ohio. He was the 
son of Thompson and Sarah (Clymer) Mallahan, the former a native of Ken- 
tucky and the latter a native of Maryland. ‘Thompson Mallahan died 
Iairfield county in 1833, when Charles I. was fifteen years of age. Jane 
(Downing) Mallahan was born on January 25, 1817, in Pike county, Ohio, 
and was the daughter of John and Mary (Boiler) Downing, the former a 
native of Virginia. 

After his second marriage, Mr. Alkire continued farming on the old 
home place for two years. In the spring of 1888, he moved to a farm of 
seventy-five acres, which was a part of the old Mallahan place in the north- 
west part of Riley township. Mr. and Mrs. Alkire moved into an old house 
on the place, where he immediately crected a new building. The place had 
an old log barn which served two years, which was supplanted by a smaller 
frame building. [le built a large and commodious barn in 1897, and since 
that time has added other mmprovements in keeping with the surroundings. 

sy this second marriage three children have been born, Charles G. was 
horn on October 19, 1887, and died on August 27, 1888; Clifford M. was 
horn on Pebruary 17, b8gr; Ralph M.avas born on August 29, 1898. Clif- 
ford M.ocand Ralph M. are both unmarried and live at home. 


Mr. Alkire has always done general farming and has made a specialty 
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of raising good cattle and horses. He has been very successful with live 
stock. 

Mr. Alkire is a Republican. Mrs. Alkire is a member of the Christian 
church. Charles Fremont Alkire 1s a clean-cut, progressive farmer, coming 
from an old pioneer family. He enjoys the respect of his fellow citizens and 
his integrity has always been above question. 


JOHN HABEGGER. 


Putnam county, Ohio, enjoys a remarkable reputation on account of the 
high order of its citizenship, none of whom occupies a more enviable posi- 
tion in the esteem of his fellows than John Habegger, a successful farmer of 
Riley township, who has lived here practically all his life. A residence in 
Putnam county of sixty years has given his neighbors and the men with 
whom he has been associated a full opportunity to observe him in the various 
spheres of endeavor and activity in which he has been engaged. His present 
high standing 1s due solely to his honorable and upright career. As a leading 
citizen of Kiley township and Putnam county, Mr. Harbegger is eminently 
entitled to representation in a work of this character. 

John Habegger was born on March 17, 1856, in Riley township, Put- 
ham county, Ohio. He is a son of John and Elizabeth (Steiner) Habegger. 
John Habegger, Sr., was born in 1811 in the canton of Berne, Switzerland, 
and came to America with his parents at the age of twenty-two or about 
1833. They came direct to Putnam county, where they settled in Riley 
township, on what is now known as the I*red Welty farm, about three miles 
east of Pandora. John Habegger, Sr., was married shortly after his arrival 
in this country to Elizabeth Steiner. She was a native of Switzerland and 
likewise came to America with her parents, making the voyage in about two 
months. Iler parents settled in Putnam county, where she was married. 

John [fabegger, Sr., lived for about two years on the place east of 
Pandora, and was employed during this time by some of the early settlers 
of this part of the county. In the meantime, he purchased forty acres of land 
two and one-half mules north of Pandora and moved to this farm. ‘This 
land was in the virgin forest and was covered with water during a part of 
the year. He first built a log cabin in the woods and cleared a little patch 
of ground. During the larger part of his younger married life he was com- 
pelled to continue his labors for other settlers on account of high waters 
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on his farm. It was a good many years before this part of the country was 


ditched. It is related by Mr. Habegger’s son that in those carly days the 
pioneers were compelled to carry supplies to their farms on their backs. 
Some years later, Mr. Habegger bought a block of four hundred and eighty 


acres of land from the Hilty estate, adjoining his land on the south. This 


land he purchased with the understanding that his neighbors would help 
him out by taking a part of the same off his hands. They, however, did not 
fulfill their part of the agreement as he expected, and though he finally dis- 
posed of the greater part of this tract, it was at a greatly reduced price and 
he barely got out of it what he had paid for it. He managed to retain one 
hundred and twenty acres for his eldest son and twenty acres for himself. 
Subsequently, he managed to get his farm all cleared up and drained. He 
built a substantial frame house and barn. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Habegger, Sr., were the parents of nine children: 
Barbara; the wife of Nicholas Kauffman; Christina, the wife of Christian 
Neuenschwander; Isaac, who married Rebecca Shank; Anna, the wife of 
Samuel Kohl; Mary, who first married John Neuenschwander, and, after 
his death, Frank Pelzel; Catherine, the wife of Peter Nusbaum; Elizabeth, 
the wife of Henry Smutz; Mary Ann became the wife of Joel Basinger, 
and John, the immediate subject of this sketch. 

John Habegger, Sr., died about 1885, at the ripe old age of seventy- 
four years. One year later, his wife, who was born in 1812, died at the 
same age. They were both members of the Mennonite church and lived 
consistent Christian lives. 

John Habegger, Jr., was born on the old homestead, and here spent 
his childhood and youth, attending the district schools, and assisting his 


_ father with the work on the farm. 


Mr. Habegger was married on December 28, 1876, at the age of twenty, 
to Angeline Reed, who was born in Blanchard township, in this county, 
about two miles west of Gilboa, on July 9, 1857. She is a daughter of George 
and Itlizabeth (Parks) Reed, the former a son of John and Mary Reed, was 
a native of Pennsylvania. He came to Muskingum county, Ohio, in an 
early day, where he met and married his wife, Elizabeth Parks, the daugh- 
ter of Doctor Parks and wife. After his marriage in Muskingum county, 
he moved to Hancock county, Ohio, and after living here for about ten or 
twelve years, moved to Blanchard township, Putnam county, Ohio, where 
his daughter, Angeline, the wife of Mr. Habegger, was born. George and 
[elizabeth Reed were the parents of ten children, one of whom died at birth. 
The others were as follows: Margaret, the wife of Jacob Nicewander; 
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John, who married Ada Crawfis; Mary, who became the wife of Nicholas 
Miller; Anna, who died in intancy; George, who first married [liza lém- 
mons, and later Cynthia Henderson; Angeline, the wife of Mr. Habegger; 
Sarah, the wife of Henry Kitchener; Isadore, the wife of John DeVore;. 
Herman, whose first wife was Ella Snyder. 

After his marriage Mr. Habegger worked on the neighboring farms. 
tor about a year, and then rented the home place, where he has lived ever 
since. About two years after his father’s death, Mr. Habegger bought the 
old home place from the other heirs, and it has remained in his possession 
since that date. John Habegger, Jr., has been a hard-working and indus- 
trious farmer, and by dint of energy has greatly improved the home place, 
until today he has one of the nicest tarms of its size in Kuley township. 

Mr. and Mrs. Habegger have had two children, Clara [lizabeth, born 
on November 14, 1877, is the wife of Curtis Itranchauser, of Pandora, and 
they have two, children, Amy Grace and John Laurel; Herman Otto, the 
younger child of Mr. and Mrs. Habegger, was born on August 12, 1880, 
and died on August 3, 1882. 

Mr. Elabegger is a Democrat, but has never been active in the coun- 
cils of Ins party, although he takes a worthy interest in public affairs. He 
attends the Methodist I¢piscopal church, of which his wife 1s a member. Mr. 
Habegger is a member of the Knights of Pythias Lodge No. 509, at Pandora. 
He is one of the most favorably known men in Riley township, a progres- 
sive farmer and a genial, good-natured, honorable citizen. 


WILLIAM W. SMITH. 


When a good man passes away, then do people mourn; his family, lis 
friends, his fellow citizens, with whom he has labored for the common good, 
bow their heads in grief. He is no more, yet his works go on and on. There 
is no end to the influence of a good man. Only his body dies. The late 
William W. Snuth was so closely identified with the history of Putnam 
county for so many years, that this volume would be incomplete if it failed 
to pay a proper tribute to his life and work. 

Phe late William W. Smith, former editor and. publisher of the Leipsic 
l*'ree Press, was a son of John and Mary Jane (Boylan) Smith. John Smith 


was a son of Nimrod and Mary (Sauer) Smith, the former of whom was 
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a native of Pennsylvania, who settled in Stark county, Ohio, in an early day. 
Subsequently, he removed to Hancock county, where he died as the conse- 
quence of an accident. Nimrod Smith was one of the pioneers of his day, 
fond of hunting and fishing. John Smith was born on November 19, 1826, 
in Stark county, and was reared as a farmer. He was twice married, irst 
on June 14, 1849, to Jane Boylan, who died on August 28, 1851. To this 
union were born two children, namely: Maroa J., the wife. of: Irvin Blair, 
of Hubbard, Iowa, and William W., the immediate subject of this sketch. 
The second wife of John Smith was Susan larver, to whom he was mar- 
ried on May 25, 1854. To this marriage seven children were born: Mary I-., 
born on March 15, 1855, married David Hoskins, and died on September =, 
1880; Eugene F., born on February 28, 1857, and died on April 6, 1877; 
Clarissa A., born on December 5, 1858, died on February 26, 1873; Benjaniun 
M. bora on’ March’27) 1662 *diédtontSeptenmber: 2 5;.18636..Norrs As, born 
on March 18, 1864, died'on March: 31,:1877; Cora M., born.on January .12, 
1867, 1s the wife of Otto Harman; Burton S., born on January 6, 1870, died 
on March 29, 1877. Of this large family, only two children are living, Mrs. 
Cora Harmon, of Vos Aneetes "Calfticraajaand, Mrs. Maroa Blair, of Hub- 
hard, Towa. The venerable John Smith, the father of these children, is still 
hale and hearty at the advanced age of eighty-eight. 

Wilham W. Smith was born on a farm in Blanchard township, Fiancock 
county, Ohio, April 5, 1850. He moved to Putnam county with his parents 
In 1855, locating on a farm east of Gilboa. 

Mr. Smuth attended the country schools, and was such an earnest stu- 
dent that at the age of fifteen he was able to obtain a teacher’s certificate, and 
began teaching in 1865. With the exception of a few years spent in the 
Iindlay high school, and at Heidelberg. College, at Tiffin, Ohio, Mr. Snith 
followed the occupation of a teacher until 1878. He came to Leipsic in 1870 
and was marned on August 27, 1874, to Viola Baughman, the youngest 
daughter of Abraham Baughman and wife. Mr. Smith founded the Leipsic 
Lxee ress in 1578. THis first paper was isstied*6n SepteititherorayiaS878. 
His whole life was devoted to this paper and its interests. Space was always 
elven in aid to all good causes, and, with it as an instrument, Mr. Smith 
probably did more good than any other man in Leipsic. He was always on 
the right side of all local questions, and the columns of the ree Press were 
ever open to discussion of topics for the good of the community. Tle was 
broad and sympathetic, quick to distinguish the right, and not slow to take 


a decided stand for it. This editorkds were little sermons in themselves. and 
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went forth to cheer many a weary soul upon his way to better living. His 
whole aim was to bring his paper and his print shop to the highest standard, 
and to this end he devoted every moment possible, and until just before 
his death, February 16, 1912, he was in his editorial chair, guiding and 
directing his paper. 

Mr. and Mrs. William W. Smith were the parents of two sons, Clyde 
L. and George F. Clyde is now a practicing physician at I'remont, Ohio, 
and George I*. succeeded his father as editor of the Leipsic Free Press. 

Mr. Snuth was an ardent Democrat, and took an active interest in the 
councils of his party. He was postmaster of Leipsic, at one time, filling 
this position to the entire satisfaction of the patrons. Mr. Smith was a 
member of the ‘ree and Accepted Masons, from the blue lodge to the thirty- 
second degree, and next to his fanuly and his work, he loved this fraternal 
order. He was affiliated with the Leipsic lodge, the encampment of the In- 
dependent Order of Odd Iellows, and also a member of the Leipsic lodge 
of Knights of Pythias. Mr. Smith was a devoted and earnest member of 
the Methodist I¢piscopal church, and the Sabbath always found him in his 
church pew, an attentive listener to the pastor. 

It seems fitting to close this sketch with a tribute made to the late Mr. 
Smith at the time of his death: “Loving and generous even to a fault, there 
was nothing father could do that was not done. He was a dutiful husband, 
always considerate of every wish of his devoted wife and their two children. 
He is gone, but the loving deeds of husband and father will ever remain a 
sweet memory of one who has made the world better by living in it.” 


GHRTS TIANA’ HART. 


Among the families of Putnam county, Ohio, whose members have 
worthily discharged their duties to their fellows and to their communities, 
no family takes higher rank than that of the Hart family. For many years 
the members of this family have stood for all that is best in business, educa- 
tional, moral and social life, and have wielded an influence that is poten- 
tial in the development and welfare of this county. Christian A. Hart is 
numbered among the enterprising and progressive citizens of Putnam county. 
Because of the prominence which the family has enjoyed and the close rela- 
tion they have attained to the welfare and prosperity of the locality, hon- 
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ored by his citizenship, he is eminently entitled to representation in the work 


of the character of the one in hand. 

Christian A. Hart was born on December 30, 1862, in Pleasant town- 
ship, Putnam county, Ohio, the son of Samuel L. and Anna (Amstutz) 
Hart!’ Samuel, L..Hart: was born on Jantiary“13$°1840; the son.of John S. 
Hart. John S. Hart was a native of Pennsylvania and came to Ohio in an 


early day, settling in the southeast part of Pleasant township. Here Samuel 


L. Hart was reared and, here also, Christian A. Hart was born. When 
Christian A. Hart was three years old, his mother died and he was taken 


care of by a paternal uncle, John, and his sister, Margaret. He continued 


in their care for about two years, or until Samuel L. Hart had been married 
a second time to Sarah Kaufman, when he was again taken care of by his 
father and foster mother. Christian A. Hart had a younger brother, John 
S., and an elder sister, Mary, who were children by the first marriage. 
After Samuel L. Hart was married the second time, he and his family moved 


one and one-fourth miles north of Pandora and here Christian A. Hart 


spent his childhood and youth. Here he attended the district schools and 
helped his father on the farm. He also helped to clear away the timber. 

After finishing the district schools, he attended Otterbein College, where 
he took a normal course of three terms. After that he again returned home 
and continued to help his father until he was married at the age of twenty-two. 

Christian A. Elart was married on December 17, 1885, to Abbie Amanda 
Reeves, who was born just east of Pandora, October 4, 1860, and who is 
the daughter of Finley and Elizabeth (Herron) Reeves. I*inley Reeves 
was born in Tuscarawas county, June 6, 1820. His parents were both natives 
of Pennsylvania. Finley Reeves and family moved to Putnam county in 
1859 and settled in Kiley township on a farm of one hundred and twenty 
acres just east of Pandora. Here he lived until his death in June, 1891. His 
wife died on February 13, 1879. It was here that Mrs. Hart was born and 
reared and attended the public schools of Pandora. After leaving the com- 
mon schools, she attended the Columbus Grove high school, and following 
this, took a special normal course at the Northern Ohio Normal University, 
at Ada. Upon finishing this course, she taught school for five years, or 
until her marriage in 1885. 

After his marriage, Christian A. Tart purchased a farm one-half mile 
north of Pandora. This farm contained seventy-nine acres and here he and 
his wife lived for nine years. Mr. Tart then sold out and moved to Pandora, 


where he continued in the live stock business in which he had been engaged 






: eat fai 9 Oth) sal) | 
“ation herbal ree soe OR hilmiaoat 1 ng. mrioet enw hush 
me auteter/., REA Latte ch louie ie fog. ‘Oey wats uO) eines, 











. alisha: 









































2 Hol Yo. toe if) OBL es verse 110 ed BW. Pa Ad bonne . air ep 
pee at Oh ea ora fh es AAG yil heeirups't | utes ‘ayers BLL ey ree ve Poli elo ane My 
bourse sxld cpileyrg? aire Anat $y 1st depudince 18 aid fet Say se, eh ¢hise 


ro Wi eod eRe TERETE GK. ieiebnd walks spel: ites while a ify tehl uJ ae 
copoly muita vel | bitte, fens selon eh; bits Paley: SOS) abet aie fli dnl | 
ie aueridinoo slit... Jonas i tote aid ue 
beobrasene ised brett hel an Bi: fiibe ve 


fy al 
ih, 


costo, lots: Rarer bge, ie ye 1 9tK9. 
oan eet area OOM Sods Oa oD. Hie fh 
ee. Dill ed on jiaaach fig 3 dit io Asa Lee Wisi ‘ei — reas nale 









na riaeiati feult ‘ot oe (ot iki yaw Ce me biter etn dake i) 
byvorn ydrenast eel his ad Grnt beeges otf bolting bie aw: ie ul lonsenee 4 
nl A thie gyorl bits. grobusd io A itor eotlun, shaatetajeay ee otto, 
Hes donot dori ory bebartin: ad OTL STino%. Tine leoond thickly : ait, troye 
qotlitt) onl} Yaws to9ld 03’ boyladl, ely oly AIRY aot gto yorkie aint ri aia 
Hinorlvesigal! oO madiahO: babnots : at aloe elie) iadall othe caielebel sofa. i" 
siinort Borers Figs ap an dni} Mate. acne anette evo Lehre’ ip save sk ae 
ower To.oad oft ts boty THUD BBW an: iio qadtct cilglad ox bonniiws. Totnis ee 
Bienes: eA: Ons ie sha CR aed tf voatl no bai Hela ec | ak iPS) naa ibadwa >: 
at oiler hate OO ane satin ta) dmoben nel to Jago ae triad: enw We OpLYE: gnarl 
ovo yoltlt  deyassl (Horst) “bales cf pes eo Ao athgunh galt: 
eoninert Ml atau alia ett CCT Oy lorry VOD) essay Ne ona ri od Cs) 
a Neer bees 1 on hover 4y) lene Dino »/ 9a | Scio vere, to) Oe 
Winhwet Dive beatientl on to urnnet eG Om riley un i ys ath Le ak belttee: ting O24 
athl .108% orria| vet ead: 2 il iyens bavi EL os i: gt A Anon’ hte eee fairy ie ie 
bes, evo apy one y ees ad dhs rod es gh) lowe gt ont ial’ rit) broth aliw ai 








= 









56 PUTNAM COUNTY, O11M0: 


some time previously. He continued in this business seven or eight years 
and then devoted his attention to the farm and also to his scales at the stock 
yards, which he had been operating for about twenty-two years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Christian A. Hart have been the parents of six children. 
The first and third children died at birth, the second child, Glenn, died when 
nine days old, and Grace Elizabeth, who was born on January 20, 1900, 
died on October 5, 1900. The two living children are Leonard William, 
born on May 1, 1893, and Walter Reeves, born on August 8, 1895, both of 
whom are at home. 

Mr. Hart is a Repubhcean. He attends the Methodist [:piscopal church, 
of which, his wifeis aimember. Christian A. Hart.is one of the-pronmnent, 
well-known men of Pandora and hkiley township, a progressive citizen and 
aman whose character and reputation are the very lighest in the community 
where, he. lives. 

Reverting to Myr.“Hiart’s father, Samuel L. Hart, it may be said that his 
father, John Hart, was born in 1809, in eastern Pennsylvania, the son of 
George and Mary Hart, also natives of Pennsylvania. George Hart came 
to Ohio and settled in Ashland county, in r&8rr, when his son John, was two 
years, old... flere’ George Hart "remained the balance ,of. hiswlate, dying im 
1850, at the age of seventy years. He owned a farm near Jeromesville, Ash- 
land county. George Hart was the father of seven children, three sons and 
four daughters. John was the oldest child and spent his youth in Ashland 
county where he remained until thirty-two vears of age, when he was mar- 
ried to Mary Ming, also of Ashland county. Yo this union nine children 
were born, three of whom died in infancy, three sons and three daughters 
lived to maturitd. They were, Mary Catherine, Elizabeth Ann, Absalom, 
samuel. L.,. John Sz, and’ Margaret N. The last twocchildren,were born’ in 
Putnam county to which place John Hart came in the fall of 1841, when 
Samuel L., his son, was eighteen months old. He settled in Pleasant town- 
ship, about three miles southeast of Pleasant Grove and here purchased one 
hundred and sixty acres of land, all of which was covered with timber and 
unimproved. John Hart proceeded to clear this land and later built a plank 
house and a frame barn. -tlere his children grew up and Samuel L. spent 
his youth and remained until twenty-six years of age. 

During the first year of the Civil War, in t&861, John Plart enlisted in 
the [iftv-seventh Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and served two years 
Among other important engagements, he participated in the battles of Pitts- 
burg Landing and the siege of Vicksburg. [le served under General Rice 


from Putnam county. On account of sickness, due to a prevailing camp 
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<lisease, he was discharged. He was a very active man and it is related that 
during a contest among the soldiers who were trying to Jump over a mule 
at the siege of Vicksburg, John Hart was the only man in the brigade able to 
accomplish the feat. He jumped over the mule to the great delight of his 
comrades. 

After his discharge, he returned home, in 1863, and resumed farming, 
but three years later his wife died. John Hart was married again, in 1869, 
to Mrs. Jane (Bogart) Ward. To this union, one child, Jacob Hart, was 
born. About ten years later, his wife died and he was married a third time 
to a widow by the name of Minson, but there were no children by this union. 
After his last marriage, he moved to Columbus Grove, where he lived for 

a year or two and then moved to a farm two miles south of Columbus 
Grove. ‘lwo years later, he died at the age of seventy-seven years. 

After Samuel Hart married, he farmed his father’s place for five years. 
He married Anna Amstutz, February 19, 1861. She was the daughter of 
Christian and Anna (Burkholder) Amstutz, both pioneer settlers of Putnam 
county. The three children born to this marriage are: Mary Ann, Christian 
A. and John 8S. A little less than five years after his marriage, Mrs. Hart 
died, [february 1, 1806. Just prior to his wife’s death, Mr. Hart moved to 
a farm one and one-half miles north of Pandora. Two or three days later, 
they were on a visit to the old home place when Samuel [fart’s mother died, 
January 25, 1866, and six days later his wife died. Samuel Hart continued 
to farm the place north of Pandora, the children having been placed with 
relatives, and here he farmed: for thirty years. 

About fourteen months after his first wife’s death, he was married to 
Sarah Kauffman, of Ashland county, Ohio, the daughter of Andrew Kaufft- 
man and wife. No children were born to this marriage. His second wife 
died in 1884 and three years later, on I‘ebruary 6, 1887, he was married, a 
third time, to Margaret V. Poe, who was born in Putnam county, July 27, 
1858, and who was the daughter of James and Nancy (Simpson) Poe. The 
former was a native of Hancock county and the latter of Putnam county. 
To this last marriage, one child, Alvin, was born. Tle resides on the home 
place and a part of the time at Ottawa. 

Ns has been said heretotore, the Hart family has always been prominent 
in the community where they live. I*or several generations, they have been 
people of industrious habits, frugal, prudent and broadminded. ‘hey repre- 
sent the best blood and sinew of Putnam county and are, therefore, worthy 


the esteem in which they are held. 
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DAY ID C*STEINER. 


Among the citizens of Putnam county, Ohio, who built up comfortable 
homes and provided themselves with valuable property, few have attained 
a greater degree of success than David C. Steiner, of Riley township, one 
of the most public-spirited citizens of the county. With many discourage- 
ments to overcome, he has achieved an exceptional success in life, and has 
the gratification of knowing that his community has been greatly benefited 
by his presence and his counsel. He is regarded as a good business man 
and a man who 1s possessed of sound judgment and foresight, who believes 
In pressing forward and in keeping the wheels of the car of civilization ever 
moving onward. He enjoys the respect and esteem of all who know him, 
and as a consequence of his business ability and his interest in public affairs, 
he is regarded by all as one of the substantial and worthy citizens of Put- 
nam,county. 

David C. Steiner was born in Riley township, September 16, 1860, the 
son of Christian and Magdalene (Lugibihl) Steiner. Christian Steiner was 
born in Richland township, Allen county, Ohio, January 25, 1838, the son 
of Peter and Barbara (Schuhmacher) Steiner. Peter Steiner was born in 
Alsace, in 1810, and was the son of a farmer. He married Barbara Schuh- 
macher,’a native of Basel, Switzerland;*in 1835: She was born in_1811. 
Soon after their marriage they came to America, and were forty days in 
making the voyage across the ocean. They settled two and one-half miles 
west of Bluffton, in Richland township, Allen county. At that time the 
country was in a virgin state, being covered with timber. They passed 
through all of the pioneer experiences. He died at the age of sixty, in 1870, 
and nineteen years later his wife died at the age of seventy-eight. The 
were the parents of four sons and seven daughters, three of whom still sur- 
vive" The present, living childyéeng arent Christian, dlizabeth and Peter P. 

Christian Steiner, the father of David C. Steiner, spent his boyhood on 
the old homestead in Richland township, Allen county. Ilere he attended 
the typical log cabin school house as a boy and young man. Tle helped his 
father clear the land and also helped to make the brick with which: to build 
their residence, which stands today. At the age of twenty-one, he was mar- 
ried on November 23, 1859, to Magdalene Lugibihl, who was born on Decem- 
ber 23, 1840, in Riley township, Putnam county. She is the daughter of 
Christian and Barbara (Hilty) Lugibihl Christian TLugibihl was born in 


Alsace, November 21, 1809, and as a child came with his parents to America 
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and settled in Ohio. He was married, in 1838, to Barbara Ihilty, who was 
born) jm. Derme,. Switzerland, April, ‘164 Atter “theirtnanriages they 
removed to Riley township in Putnam county, settling two and one-half 
miles east of Pandora. Barbara (Hilty) Lugibihl died at the age of thirty- 
seven, in 1853. ,She was the mother of ten children. Her husband died 
two and one-half years later, in 1855. After his marriage, Christian Steiner 
located on a farm of one hundred and twenty acres one mile east of Pendle- 
ton on the Ridge road. Only a few acres of this farm were cleared and 
it had a one-roomed log cabin in which David C. Steiner was born. His 
father proceeded to clear the land and also engaged in the saw-mill business 
for several years, in conjunction with three neighbors. <A part of this work 
was keeping the books for this enterprise. Christian Steiner has always. 
been a very successful farmer and has always been an extensive feeder of 
cattle and hogs and, during recent years, has specialized in Polled Durham 
cattle. He is a Democrat, and served as district clerk and was a member 
of the school board for several years. He has acted as an administrator 
and executor of many estates. He is a member of the Grace Mennonite 
church, of which he has been a hberal supporter. When the St. John’s 
was built, he was a member of the building committee. Mr. Steiner is a 
public-spirited citizen, of clean character and sterling integrity. He and 
his wite have been the parents of eleven children, six sons and five daughters, 
David C., Samuel C., Susan, deceased; Gideon C., Elizabeth, Peter C.; Elias, 
Barbara, Christian, Sarah, who died at the age of two years, and Mary. 
David C. Stemer was born on the old homestead and there grew to 
manhood. Ife attended the district schools and the Northwestern Ohio 
University, at Ada, for five terms, after which he taught school for five 
years. Jle was considered one the successful teachers in this township. 
When Mr. Steiner was twenty-six years old, he was married on March 
10, 1887, to Barbara Welty, who was born on January 15, 1866, in Rich- 
land township, Allen county, Ohio. She is the daughter of Frederick and 


Catherine (Steiner) Welty, the former a native of Berne, Switzerland, and 


the son of John and Christina (Gerber) Welty. Frederick Welty came to 
America in 1856, at the age of twenty-five, with his parents, and settled in 
Richland township, Allen county. He was born on February 6, 1831. He 
was married on September 4, 1856, to Catherine Steiner, the daughter of 
John I*. and Barbara (Habegger) Steiner, both of whom were natives of 
Switzerland. Phey came to America in an early day, when Catherine was 
only two years old, and settled in Riley township, Putnam county, Ohio. 
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After his marriage, David C. Steiner settled on the Markley farm of 
eighty acres, three miles east of Pandora, where he has lived ever since. 
Ile was always engaged in general farming and has been successful in this 
vocation. 

Mr. and Mrs. David C. Stemer have eleven children, three of whom 
are deceased, Elma Delia, the wife of Doctor Nicewander, of Blutfton, Ohio, 
who has one daughter, Itleanor; Lennis Gilbert, who married Hulda Schuh- 
macher and lives in Pandora; Hulda Viola, who~ died at the age of two 
years; Homer Arthur, who died at the age of one year; I*rances IIlen, who 
died at the age of one month; [tlvina Ruth, who is a student in high school; 
Susie Amelia, who is also a student in high school; [¢dith Gertrude, Lillian 
Grace, Wilma Catherine and Marguerite Madeline, all of whom are stu- 
dents in the graded school. 

Mr. Steiner 1s a Democrat. He is a member of the Grace Mennonite 
church, while his wife is affliated with the Missionary church. David C. 
Steiner is a clean-cut, progressive farmer and citizen. He owns a beautiful 
farm, on which he has erected a modern house. Ile is a man who ts well 
respected and is possessed of high ideals, a worthy example to young men 
who are hesitating at the beginning of their careers as to what course they 
will follow. 


ARCHIE A. SLAYBAUGH. 


The whole career of Archie A. Slaybaugh, covering a little more than 
two score years, has been spent in Putnam county, Ohio. When only six- 
teen years of age, he began to teach school, and after two years’ service as 
a teacher, he began the study of law, and since his admission to the ban, ah 
the fall of 1896, he has been actively engaged in the practice of his pro- 
fession. He has held various official positions and is now prosecuting attor- 
ney of Putnam county, a position to which he was elected in the fall of 1912. 

Archie A, Slaybaugh, the son of Thomas C. and Emma J. (Miller) 
Slaybaugh, was born on September 2, 1874, at West Leipsic, Putnam county, 
Ohio. Both of his parents were born in Pennsylvania, his father being a 
son of John Slaybaugh and wife, who came from Pennsylvania, to Shelby 
county, Ohio, early in its history. [mma J. Miller, the mother of Mr. 
Slaybaugh, came to Gilboa, in Putnam county, with her parents when she 
was five years of age. Her father, David Miller, was a tanner for many 
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years, and spent his declining years in West Leipsic, where his death oc- 
curred. 

Thomas C. Slaybaugh was a soldier in Company B, Benton Cadets, a 
Missouri regiment, and was at the front for nearly three years. After the 


expiration of his first term of enlistment, he re-enlisted in another company 


and served until the close of the war. He was twice married, his first wife 
dying in Shelby county a short time before he located in Putnam county, in 
1872. There was one daughter, Mrs. Lizzie Henderson, born to this first 
marriage, and she is now living in Rossford, Ohio, where her husband 1s 
the chief engineer of the Ford plate glass works. By his second marriage, 
with Emma J. Miller, there were born three children, A. A., of Leipsic; Mrs. 
Lolaskehieldt,.jof oledo, Ohio, and Wiley. A., of Toledo.” ‘lhomas’’C: 
Slaybaugh was a carpenter by trade. Later he became a finished of D 
handles, and, in 1880, went to Edgerton, Ohio, where he worked for four 
years, . He moved hack to West Leipsic in, 1884, and lived there until 
August, 1913. His wife died on September 30, 1909, and he is now living 
at Toledo with his daughter, Mrs. Kehfeldt. 

Archie A. Slaybaugh was reared at West Leipsic and attended the 
normal school at that place when it was under the charge of I. L. Harmon. 
When only sixteen years of age he secured a teacher’s license and taught 
for two years in this county, teaching his first term at Miller City, in 1891. 
He began reading law with T. W. Prentiss, of Leipsic, in June, 1893, and 
in October, 1896, was admitted to the Putnam county bar. He has since 
been in the active practice of his profession at Leipsic. He is active in the 
councils of the Democratic party, and from 1900 to 1902, was mayor of 
Leipsic. He was solicitor of the village from 1902 to 1912, and on January 
1, 1914, again took charge of the same office. He was a member of the 
board of education from January 1, 1910, to. January 1, 1913, when he 
resigned to take his present office as prosecuting attorney of Putnam county, 
to which he had been elected in November of the preceding year. He is 
now discharging the duties of prosecuting attorney in a manner that shows 
he has a firm grasp of the law, as well as those qualities of good judgment 
and mpartiality which should characterize the successful prosecutor. 

Mr. Slaybaugh was married on June 9, r9o0r, to emily Bradley, who 
was born at Kalida, this county, and is a daughter of Patterson and [Emily 
(VTurpening) Bradley. Ter father, now deceased, was a farmer in early 
life and later was a dealer in horses. Fle was of Trish parentage and was 
a soldier in the Civil War, coming fo Putnam county and locating at Nalida 
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after its close, where he spent the rest of his days. Mr. and Mrs. Slay- 
baugh have two children, Gordon Maxwell and TIelen Louise. The family 
arecamenibers of ithe Chtireh of ‘Christ’ at’ TLeipsic, while fraternally, Mr. 
Slaybaugh is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Iellows and the 
Knights of Pythias. 


THOMAS J PRRERSON: BAKER. 


A prosperous farmer of Van Buren township, Putnam county, Ohio, is 
Thomas Jefferson Baker, where he has been a resident for many years. 
Mr. Baker has met with many discouragements in his life, yet despite the 
many obstacles which he has met along life’s pathway, he has maintained 
a cheerful spirit. Ele has made several trips to California, where he has 
always succeeded in recouping his losses in Putnam county, 1n various ways. 
He and his wife have reared a family of children and have given them all 
excellent educations. 

Thomas J. Baker, the son of George .\dam and Margaret (Weeks) 
Baker, was born near Van Buren, Hancock county, Ohio, \ugust 27, 1847. 
His father was born in 1822, in.l‘airfield county, Ohio, a son of Charles 
Baker and wife. Charles Baker was a native of Ohio and moved from 
I‘airtield to Elancock county in its early history and entered government 
land, on which he. lived until his death. Charles Baker owned. three 
hundred and sixty acres of land, at the time of his death, and each of his 
five children received sixty acres from their father’s estate. Charles Baker 
and wife reared five children, Hannah, the wife of Samuel Noggy; George 
Adam, the father of Thomas J, Baker; Solomon, Betsy, the wife of Steven 
Warner, and one daughter who died in infancy. 

Charles Baker lost his first wife when the children were very young and 
he later married, but only lived nine months after his second marriage, leav- 
ing his children orphans. At that time, George Adam Baker was only 
nine years of age and he, and the rest of the children, were bound out 
until they should become of age. George went to live with a German 
family in lairfield county, and in this way learned to speak German. He 
was taught the plasterer’s trade and when a young man of nineteen, mar- 
ried Margaret Weeks, of I*airfield county. She was the. daughter of 
Nathan and Barbara (Corfman) Weeks, and was born in 1822, and died on 
September 5, 1913, at the age of ninety-one. 


George Adam Daker and wife were the parents of twelve children, 
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Hannah, who first married Cephus Gribble, and had five children, and 
after her first husband’s death, married Willis Decker, and had one child 
by her second marriage; Solomon, who married Amanda Lehr, and had 
six children; Nathan, who married l'romy Miller; Thomas J., with whom 
this narrative deals; Almeda, the wife of Steward Skinner, and the mother 
of four children; Benjamin, who married Seena Busong, and has two 
children, one deceased; George, who married Mary Warner, and has five 
children; Malissa, who married John Overholt, and had two children, one 
dying in infancy; Elmira, deceased, who was the wife ot Louis Roberts, 
deceased, and the mother of two children; [lla, the wife of [rnest New- 
man, and the mother of one child, who died in infancy; Clemmie, who 
married Iwate Kisel, and has nine children; William, deceased. 

George Adam Baker moved back to Hancock county, after his’ mar- 
riage, and located on the old home place near Van Buren. He had sixty 
acres which he inherited from his father’s estate, after which he bought 
the share of property belonging to his brother, Solomon, which gave him 
a farm of one hundred and twenty acres. On this he lived the remainder 
of his life, dying at the age of forty-seven, in 1869. He was a man highly 
esteemed in his. community and was always concerned in every movement 
which promised to better the locality in which he lived. 

Thomas J. Baker was educated in the common schools of his boyhood 
days and helped his father on the old homestead farm, in [Tancock county, 
until he was about twenty-three years of age. He then took a trip to 
California, where he worked on a ranch and served as a “Buck Ayr.” He 
remained in California a year and then returned to his home in Hancock 
county, where he worked out by the month until he was twenty-nine vears 
of age. [le then married, and immediately after his marriage, moved to 
Van Buren township, Putnam county, Ohio, and located on an eighty-acre 
farm four miles east of Leipsic. THe had bought this farm prior to his 
marriage, and at the time he moved upon it, there was only twelve acres 
cleared, Tle struggled along on the farm for two or three years, but not 
bemg able to make much money, he decided to go “out West,” where he 
felt that he could get good wages. Tle left his little family with his wife's 
parents and went to California, where he again worked for the same man 
who had employed him on dus first trip to that state. Tle made good 
wages and returned home with nearly enough money to pay for his farm. 
Ile remained on the farm for several years, but his house burning down, 
caused him a loss of sixteen hundred dollars. Again he decided that he 


would go to California and try to make cnough money to pay off his debt 
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and build a new home. He made the trip the third time and was again 
successful and returned with enough money to start in life anew under 
favorable circumstances, and he has since made his home on the farm, and, 
in addition to general farming, he has been very successful in raising 
fruit and poultry. He is an extensive poultry raiser and derives no small 
part of his income from the sale of this product. , 

A very interesting story is apropos at this point. It seems that when 
George Adam Baker, father of Thomas J., came to Ohio, that they had 
no chickens, so they bought a hen and chickens from a neighbor. When 
these chickens became large enough to crow, it seemed that they did not 
know how. An Irish friend explained that the reason why they did not 
crow, was because they did not know how. ‘There were no other roosters 
in the neighborhood and the young cockerels had never heard one of their 
kind crow. ‘The Irishman volunteered to teach them this art, and each 
morning he went out early, clapped his hands, hopped on top of a chicken 
coop and crowed. Strange as it may seem, the Irishman taught the young 
roosters how to crow, and thus the chicken industry started in the Baker 
family. | 

Mr. Baker married Jennie Walker, a daughter of Abraham and Mary 
Walker. She was born in Wood county, Ohio, July 25, 1851, and died 
April 1,.1908. . Her, parents were natives of New Jersey. To this union 
five children have been born, Nathan, who is a resident of Phoenix, Ari- 
zona; Alva A., who married Loua ‘Iastman, and lives at Carmangay, 
Alberta, Canada; Wilham B., who married Lulu Pendleton, farming the 
home farm; Ira [f., who married Nona Pendleton, and makes his home in 
Cleveland, Ohio; Charles If., married Miss Alta Ginder. 

Mr, Baker is a Democrat in politics, but has never been active in the 
councils of his party. He has taken a great interest in the education of 
his children, and has seen them all receive excellent training in the public 
and normal schools, as well as the universities of Ohio and Indiana. After 
eraduating from the Leipsic high school, Alva later attended the Tri-State 
College at Angola, Indiana. Nathan was a student in the Ohio State Uni- 
versity at Columbus.  lra graduated from the Ottawa Business College, 
while Charles IX. is a graduate in music. Mrs. Baker was a member of the 
Ievangelical church, while Mr. Baker is affiliated with the United Brethren 
denomination. Mr. Baker is a man of genial impulses, kindly disposition 
and highly esteemed in the neighborhood where he has made his home 
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CLEMENT C. RIMER. 


Clement C. Rimer, for many years, has been closely identifed with the 
history of Putnam county, Ohio. He is one of the brilliant young attorneys 
of Columbus Grove, and, throughout his life, has been active in behalf of 
all worthy public enterprises. He has already achieved a splendid measure 
of professional success, his years of conscientious work as a lawyer having 
brought him increasing practice and reputation. By a straightforward, hon- 
orable course, Mr. Rimer has built up a large and lucrative legal business. 
His life is a splendid example of what an American youth, endowed with 
common sense, energy and determination, can accomplish. He has achieved 
a splendid record at the bar at an age when most men are merely starting on 
their life work. He has been intensely methodical and unswervingly per- 
sistent in search of legal essentials. Success could not help crowning his 
efforts and attracting to him public recognition and appreciation. 

Clement C. Rimer was born on December 12, 1874, about one mile 
southwest of Columbus Grove, Pleasant township. He is a son of James 
and Lucinda (Nichols) Rimer. James Rimer was born on April 13, 1845, 
about three-quarters of a mile northwest of Ikalida, in Union township. He, 
in turn, 1s the son of Jeremiah R. and Lucinda (Sarber) Rimer. 

It 1s an interesting fact that the first court held in Putnam county was 
held at the home of Abram Sarber, a great uncle of Clement C. Rimer. 
Here the organization was perfected for erecting the first Putnam county 
court house, at Kalida. Abram Sarber was also the first township clerk 
in Putnam county. A brother, Adam Sarber, was one of the three first 
township trustees in this county. 

Jeremiah Rimer, the grandfather of Clement C. Rimer, was a native of 
Fairfield county, Ohio, born on January 23, 1820. He was the son of Daniel 
and Catherine (Vandemarke) Kimer, the former of whom was born on 
September 11, 1789, in Pennsylvania, and the latter of whom was a native of 
Pennsylvama, born there on September 13, 1785. Jeremiah Rimer came to 
Putnam county, Ohio, in 1832, with his parents, who settled on a farm in 
Union township. He was a life-long farmer. Jeremiah was twice mar- 
ried, first to Lucinda Sarber, September 19, 1841. She was a native of 
l'ranklin county, Ohio, born there on November 25, 1819, and a daughter 
of Adam and Catherine (lénsden) Sarber. Her parents settled in Putnam 
county in 1834. Two children were born by this marriage, Catherine and 
James. This wife died on April 26. 1845, when her son James was only 
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thirteen days old. Jeremiah Rimer was again married on November 5, 1846, 
to Itliza Jane, the daughter of James and Millison (\Watson) Cunningham. 
Seven children were born by this marriage, Albert was born on May Io, 
1848, and served five months in the Civil War, in the One Hundred and 
Ninety-seventh Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry; \William was born on 
December 2,.1850; John M. was born on October 9, 1852; Minor D. was 
born on August 6, 1855; Lucinda J. was born on August 31, 1857; Thomas 
C. was born on May 8, 1860, and Mary M. was born in January, 1867. 

Shortly after his second marriage, Jeremiah came to Columbus Grove, 
Ohio, and lived here two years when he again moved to a farm in Sugar 
Creek township. He farmed this until 1876, when he sold it and purchased 
a forty-acre tract in Pleasant township, where he farmed for some time. 
Subsequently, he sold out and moved back to Columbus Grove, where he 
spent his remaining days. Jeremiah was a Democrat and, although not 
active, was called upon to serve as trustee of Sugar Creek township for two 
terms. He was also infirmary director for several years and a member of the 
school board. In his earlier days, he was a member of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, at Ottawa, Ohio. He was a deacon and active at the 
time of his death in the New School Baptist church. He died on lebruary 
2, hOQA: 

James Rimer, the father of Clement C., spent his boyhood days on the 
homestead farm in Sugar Creek township. He left home in 1864 to learn 
the carpenter trade at Columbus Grove. Aside from one year spent at his 
trade at Bellefontaine, Olio, he has been actively engaged in his trade at 
Columbus Grove since that time. [le was married on November 23, 1865, 
to Lucinda Nichols, daughter of Edward and Margaret ([érwin) Nichols. 
Ikdward Nichols was born in Licking County, Ohio, July 4, 1824, and was 
a life-long farmer. [le came to Union township, Putnam county, Olio, with 
his parents, when he was twelve years old. Tle died on May 3, 1863, at the 
age of thirty-nine. His wife, Margaret (Itrwin) Nichols, was born in 
Chester county, Pennsylvania, February 17, 1818, and died on the home- 
stead farm in Union township on October 2, 1893, at the age of seventy- 
five. Edward Nichols and wife had ten children: Mrs. Martha Holt, ot 
Columbus Grove; Lucinda, who was born in Pleasant township, October 8, 
1846, and who spent her.childhood days in Union township; Joseph lives in 
Paulding county; Mrs. Anna Best lives in Union township; Amos also lives 
in Union township; Mrs. [letty Martin lives at Dundee, Michigan; the sev- 
enth child died in infaney; Mrs. Jane Anderson lives at Marion, Indiana; 
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Mrs. Hannah Spratt lives in Wood county, Ohio; Edward died at the age 
of four years. 

To Mr. and Mrs. James Rimer five children have been born. One died 
in infancy; Mrs. Louis Miller lives in Columbus Grove; Mrs. John Davis 
lives at Lima, Ohio; Clement C. is the subject of this sketch;.l¢mory lives 
at Whitehouse, Ohio. 

James Kkimer is considered a master mechanic at his trade. 
erected many edifices in Putnam county which are still standing as an evi- 
Previous to his coming to Columbus Grove in 


He has 


dence of his good work. 
1895, he farmed a small tract in Union township, but followed his present 
trade, likewise. He owns property in Columbus Grove and is still active as 
He is a member of Independent Order of Odd [ellows Lodge 


a carpenter. 
He served six years as trustee of Union town- 


No. 464, at Columbus Grove. 
ship, from 1889 to 1895. lor several years he was a school director and was 
for one term a member of the town council. He ts not active in politics at 
this time. He is a member of the Presbyterian church where he 1s an active 
elder. [for many years he was a trustee of the church, but he has not been 
active for the past six years. All the family are Presbyterians. 

Clement C. Kimer spent his boyhood days in Columbus Grove and on the 
He was educated in the township schools and in the Colum- 


homestead farm. 
He spent one year, 1892-1893, at Ada College and 


bus Grove high school. 
taught school in the township for three years after leaving Ada, attending 
the summer terms there while teaching. He began reading law under W. C. 
Tingle and completed the study in the law offices of S. Sanders, of Colum- 
bus Grove. Mr. Rimer was admitted to the bar in June, 1902, and immedi- 
ately opened a law office at Columbus Grove, where he 1s now active and 
where he is one of the leading attorneys of the town. He became solicitor 
of the village, after passing the bar examination, and holds this office at the 
He was elected justice of the peace, at the age of twenty-one, 


present time. 
fle was also township clerk for about eight years and 


and served six yars. 
filled both offices with credit to himself and to the township and the town. 
He is now legal adviser to the school board and holds other important posi- 
tions of responsibility. 

Mr. Rimer was married on June 24, 1897, to Miss Ida Swanger, daugh- 
ter of John and Leah (Wissell) Swanger. ‘Vo this union three children have 
been born, Gladys, Helen and Ruth, who are all at home. 

Mr. Kimer has always been an active Democrat. He took a strenuous 
part during Bryan’s first campaign, having been called upon to take the stump 


for that distinguished politician at the age of twenty-one years. He has 
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been a vital factor in all the campaigns since that time and has always 
responded to his party’s call, working hard for victory. He has stumped 
Putnam and other counties, having been sent out by the state committee. 

Mr. Rimer is a member of the Knights of Pythias, though not active at 
the present time. He and his family are members of the Presbyterian church. 
Clement C. Rimer is a pleasing young man with a quiet, unassuming manner, 
frank in all his business dealings and a man well liked in the community for 
his tenacity of purpose and high ideals. 


JOHN DONALDSON. 


Among the prosperous farmers of Putnam county who have built up 
comfortable homes and surrounded themselves with the comforts of life, 
none has attained a higher degree of success than John Donaldson, of Mon- 
roe township, Putnam county. With few opportunities, except what his 
own efforts and-those of his wife were capable of mastering, and with many 
difficulties to overcome, he has made a success of life, and in so doing has 
earned the universal respect and esteem of all with whom he has come in 
contact. Heisa man of tireless energy and strong courage, and a man whose 
career shows that he is an able and conscientious worker. As a citizen, he 
has been public-spirited and enterprising to an exceptional degree; as a 
friend and neighbor, he has combined those qualities of head and heart 
which have won conhdence and commanded respect. His life is a splendid 
example of what an American youth, plentifully endowed with common 
sense and determination, can accomplish. 

John Donaldson was born in Fairfield county, Ohio, August 20, 1850, 
the son of Aaron and Sarah A. (Swayze) Donaldson, the former of whom 
was born in Fairfield county, Ohio, in 1810, and the latter born in the same 
county, December 20, 1827. Aaron Donaldson was the son of John Donald- 
son, who was born in Maryland, in 1784, and who came with his father 
to Ohio, about 1805. John Donaldson married Mary Grubb, in 1809. He 
was a captain in the War of 1812, a Democrat in politics, and, for twenty- 
one years, a justice of the peace in his township. He died at the age of 
sixty-four years. His wife was born in 1790, and died at the age of eighty- 
two. 

The children of John and Mary Donaldson were as follow: Aaron, 
Elizabeth, Letta, Sarah, Mary, Sereria, John, Thirza, Cantha, Malinda, 
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Lavina, Jacob, William and Henry. The children of Aaron and Sarah A. 
Donaldson were Owen, born on June 22, 1849, who lives at Dupont, Ohio; 
John, the subject of this sketch; Rosalie, born on October 4, 1852, married 
a Mr. Shiver and lives in Monroe township; Aaron, born on December 13, 
1854, died in 1910; Jacob S., born on January 31, 1857, lives in Michigan; 
Hester Ann, born on June 17, 1859, deceased; Ira, born on May 30, 1861, 
who 1s a farmer in Monroe township; Asa, born on September 26, 1863, 
who lives in Continental, where he is a rural mail carrier and owns a farm 
in Monroe township; William, born on March 14, 1866, who lives on a 
farm in Greensburg township. 

John Donaldson was reared on the farm and educated in the public 
schools of Ohio. arly in life, he learned the carpenter’s trade, although he 
never devoted much time or attention to his skill in this direction, except to: 
erect his own buildings and what assistance he gave the neighbors when 
needed. 

Mr. Donaldson was married on October 27, 1872, to Mary A. Wood, 
born on July 1, 1850, in Perry county, Ohio, and the daughter of Joseph and 
Margaret (Yarger) Wood. The parents of Mrs. Donaldson were married 
in Perry county, where Joseph Wood was a farmer. The Wood family 
removed to Putnam county in 1862, and became prominently identified with 
the agricultural interests of this section of the state of Ohio. Joseph Wood 
was a Jacksonian Democrat. 

Seven children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. John Donaldson, 
Chester H., a rural mail carrier, of Continental, Ohio, who married Belle 
MckKibbens, and has three children, Madge, Beatrice and Ruth; Cora M., 
who married William Moorehead, a farmer of Monroe township, and has 
two children, Paul and Erma; Alma L., who married Delbert Rockey, a 
farmer of Monroe township, and has one child, Ray; Harvey C., a farmer 
of Monroe township, who married Gertrude Hall and has four children, 
Zola, deceased; :Dathia, Walter and Gale; Lilhe B., deceased; Mary A., who 
married Mallie Daub and has one daughter, Maxine; and Lester, who is 
deceased. 

Mr. Donaldson’s father, Aaron Donaldson, died on September 24, 1880, 
and his mother, who was born on December 20, 1827, died in the spring of 
Tgl1, at the ave of eighty-four years. 

John Donaldson has been identified with the agricultural interests of 
Monroe township for many years. He has lived upon the farm, which he 
now occupies, practically the entire time since his marriage. The farm 


originally comprised eighty acres, but Mr. Donaldson has added forty acres 
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more to this farm, four acres being consumed in railroad property. His 
son, Harvy C., now lives upon the farm of eighty acres, went in partnership 
with his father, and has built a new home, which is one of the finest in the 
township. Much of Mr. Donaldson’s land has been cleared, drained and 
uuproved by his own efforts. He is a good farmer and bears an exceptional 
reputation throughout Monroe township, where he 1s so well known. 

Mr. Donaldson was formerly a Democrat of the Jacksonian type, and 
has always taken an active interest in political matters. He has been a stanch 
member of the Socialist party since 1900. Mr. Donaldson has attended 
the Christian church and contributes to the support of this church. Tle was 
formerly a member of the Grange, but this organization is no longer in 
existence. Not only is John Donaldson a good farmer, but he is a man 
esteemed for his upright character. He is a lover of his home, a kind father, 
frugal and saving in Is habits, yet, progressive in all of his ideas. 


WILLIAM N.. CURTIS. 


It is a well-recognized fact that the most powerful influence in shaping 
and controlling public life is the press. It reaches a greater number of peo- 
ple than any other agency, and thus has always been, and, in the hands of 
persons competent to direct it, always will be a most important factor in 
molding public opinion and in shaping the destiny of the nation. The gentle- 
man, toa brief review of whose lite these lines are devoted, 1s commonly con- 
nected with the journalism of Putnam county, and at this time is the editor 
and publisher of the Kalida Record, at Kalida, Ohio, one of the most popu- 
lar papers of Putnam county, comparing favorably with the best local news- 
papers in this section of the state in news, editorial ability and mechanical 
execution. 

William N. Curtis, the editor of the Kalida Record, was born on May 
11, 1872, in Le Roy, New York. [fle ts the son of Ilorace and Catherine 
(Taafe) Curtis, both of whom are natives of New York state. 

Horace Curtis was engaged in the lumber business at Le Koy with his 
brother Stephen, and established one of the first packing houses in New 
York state, in conjunction with the lumber industry. “Chey also dealt exten- 
sively in hides. [lorace Curtis lived in Le Roy until his death. tlis widow 
still lives there with two daughters, Mildred and Beatrice. 

William N. Curtis was educated in the public schools of Le Roy. At 
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the age of fifteen he was apprenticed as a printer. After learning this trade, 
he worked at various places. He came to Kalida in 1g10, and purchased the 
Kalida Record, which he has developed into one of the most substantial and 


authoritative weeklies in Putnam county. It is independent in politics and 


stands fearlessly for the best interests of the community. Its circulation 
has grown very much under the management of Mr. Curtis. 

Wilham W. Curtis was married in December, 1892, to Daisy M. Tomp- 
kins, of Pavilion, New York. She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. H. 
Tompkins, of that place. W.H. Tompkins is a prominent farmer and mer- 
chant of Pavilion. To this happy marriage one child, Carl, has been born, 
in 1895. He has also learned the printer’s trade and works for his father. 
He confines his attention to the reportorial end of the newspaper. 

Mr. Curtis does a big job printing business and also does printing for 
many theatrical and show companies, which has earned for him the title of 
“Curtis, the Show) Printén?+y Iikewise Mr. Curtis 1s referred to,as “Curtis, 
the Square Deal Printer.” 

Since coming to Putnam county, and establishing himself in business at 
Kalida, Mr. Curtis has built up an enviable reputation in this community. 
He is honored and respected by all of the citizens and thoroughly merits 


their esteem. 


HARRY: Le HOFrFPMAN. 


Among the younger business men of Leipsic, is Harry L. Hoffman, the 
popular proprietor of a model drug store, who has a well-established repu- 
tation for integrity and square dealing, and who displays business acumen 
to a marked degree. Tle has already made a success of life, and the future 
promises to be very bright for this young man. 

Mr. Hoffman was born on October 25, 1886, in Bluffton, Allen county, 
Ohio, and is the son of Thomas J. and [emma (Ludwig) Hoffman, who are 
the parents of the following seven children: Tlarry L., Mrs. Callie Crawtis, 
of Leipsic; Clara, at home; May, at home; I*rank teaches school at Bradner, 
Ohio; Clarence is a clerk in the Leipsic postoffice, and Charles lives at home. 

A native of Burwick, Seneca county, Ohio, Phomas J. tloffiman was 
born on January 26, 1852, the son of George W. and Lydia (Anderson ) 
Hoffman, the former of whom was born in’ Fredericktown, Maryland, in 
S20, and died in t&8gqg. The latter was born in) Wyindot county, Olio, 
and died in 1860. George W. Lloffmian came with lis parents to Seneca 
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county, Ohio, when he was eight years of age, and settled in Putnam county 
on January 1, 1864. Tle was a farmer and fruit grower, who found. suc- 
cess, as a result of hard work. His son, Thomas, was educated in the com- 
mon schools of Leipsic and, in 1871, began clerking for S. Young, continu- 
ing so for nine years. Two more years he clerked and then entered the gen- 
eral insurance business, which he followed for about three years, at the same 
time selling sewing machines. At the end of this period he entered the 
poultry business and became manager of the \West Leipsic Poultry Com- 
pany, which position he retained for twelve years. During the last few years 
he has been engaged in the buying, selling, and shipping of poultry. 

Thomas Iloffman is a member of the I'ree and Accepted Masons, and, 
in politics, he is an active Democrat, having been appointed a justice of 
the peace, a member of the school board, and presiding judge on the election 
board. He is a progressive, enterprising man who holds an enviable posi- 
tion in his community. 

The mother of Harry L. Hoffman is a native of Bloomsburg, Pennsyl- 
vania, and was born on September 12, 1857, the daughter of John Ludwig, 
a native of Bluffton, Ohio. I[¢mma Ludwig came to Bluffton when she was 
one year old. Her father was a successful farmer, and he died at the ripe 
age of eighty years at the home of his son-in-law, Thomas Hoffman. 

The boyhood days of Harry Hoffman were spent in Putnam county. 
He graduated from the Leipsic high school in 1904, and in 1909 he gradu- 
ated from the Ada College of Pharmacy. Mr. Hoffman passed the exami- 
nation of the Olio state board of pharmacy in 1910, and became a regis- 
tered pharmacist, after which time he traveled as salesman for one year, for 
the Toledo Pharmacal Company. Then he came to Leipsic and bought of 
the Hickman brothers the drug store known as the D. S. Schweister stand. 
Mr. Hoffman carries a full line of drugs, stationery and sundries, and well 
deserves the liberal patronage which is accorded him. 

Mr. Hoffman married Ethel Johnson, of Xenia, Greene county, Ohio, 
on October 4, 1911, and to the union one child has been born, Ellenore. 

In his fraternal life. Mr. Hoffman is a member of the Knights of 
Pythias, affihating with the Leipsic lodge. His college fraternity was Theta 
Nu Epsilon, and he belonged to the Omicon-Omicon chapter of Ada, Ohio. 
As do the others of his family, Mr. Hoffman belongs to the Methodist 
evangelical church. With splendid ideals, an active and receptive mind, 
and with a full understanding of his business, Mr. Tloffman stands as a very 
creditable representative of the newer element in) American business. Mr. 
Hoffinan’s winning personality has won him a host of friends, who fully 


appreciate the sterling virtues which are embodied in him, 
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WILLTAM "BORGERT: 


The gentleman of whom the biographer now writes is widely known and 
one of the honored citizens of Pleasant township, Putnam county, Ohio. For 
more than half a century he has lived in this county and has been a valued 
factor in the development of the same, and prominently identified with the 
various interests of his community. Hus well-directed energies, in the prac- 
tical affairs of life, his capable management of his own business interests, and 
his sound judgment, have demonstrated what may be accomplished by the 
man of energy and ambition, who, persevering often in the face of seem- 
ingly insurmountable obstacles, proves that he is the possessor of those quali- 
ties which never fail to bring success, 1f properly directed. Mr. Borgelt is, 
in every respect, a representative citizen of Pleasant township. 

William Borgelt was born on March 4, 1861, in Ottawa township, Put- 
nam county, Ohio. He is the son of William and Tracy (Slater) Borgelt. 
A complete parental history of Mr. Borgelt appears elsewhere in this volume 
in the life history of Herman Borgelt, a brother of William. 

William Borgelt spent his boyhood days on the home farm in Ottawa 
township, Putnam county, just north of his present farm. He was educated 
in the public schools of this township and assisted his father on the farm 
until his marriage. 

Mr. Borgelt was married in. November, 1887, to Mary Nartker, the 
daughter of ferdinand and Mary (I*eltman) Nartker. ‘To this happy union, 
two children, Fred and Albert, have been born, both of whom are at home. 

Two years after Mr. Borgelt’s marriage, he removed to his present 
farm. [le first purchased twenty acres, all green and brush land. This land 
was cleared and ditched and many improvements were made upon it. Mr. 
Borgelt built his present residence and barn in 1905. Ile has a fine large 
barn and a modern home, all of which makes an ideal country place. Mr. 
Borgelt has added one hundred and eighty-five acres to his original twenty 
acres and is now farming two hundred and five acres, one hundred and 
twenty-five acres of which lies across the road in Union townslInp. — lighty 
acres are in Pleasant township and here the buildings are situated. 

Mr. Borgelt is a member of the nights of Columbus, at Ottawa, Ohio. 
Ife is a member of the Glandorf Catholic church as is also tis) tam- 
ily. . They are devout members of this church and contribute hberally to its 
support. Mr. Borgelt is a stanch Democrat, although he has never been 
active in the councils of his party and has never held office. Tle as a plain, 


rood-enatured man, a lover of his home and family and a hard worker. 
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Ile takes a great interest in his farm and stands high in the community as a 
progressive and enterprising citizen. Ele belongs to the great Germanic race 
which has given so many substantial citizens to this country, and especially 
to Putnam county, Ohio. Mr. Borgelt is possessed of all the good traits of 
this great race. 


BIKAM -M. SUMMERS. 


Among those men of high personal attainment and exalted character 
who have reflected honor on Putnam county, and at the same time have 
attained a commendable position among their fellow men is Hiram M. 
Summers, a well-known lawyer and abstracter of Ottawa, Ohio. Hiram MM. 
Summers 1s a man, who, in every walk of life, has performed his full part. 
He has given his unreserved support to every movement in behalf of the 
welfare of the pubhe and his daily hfe has been such as to earn the confi- 
dence and goodwill of his neighbors and fellow-townsmen. Alr. Summers 
has filled a large place in the ranks of active, energetic and public-spirited 
citizens of his day and generation. 

Hiram M. Summers was.,born on. April) 26; 1865, at Kalida:. He is 
the son of William Patrick and Mary (Martin) Summers, referred to later 
in this sketch. 

Hiram M. Summers grew up at Kalida, where he attended the normal 
school and where he received a splendid education. Subsequently, he taught 
school for nine years, eight years in Union township and one year at Con- 
tinental, where he had charge of, the. schools: . Fle next’ came to Ottawa, 
the county seat of Putnam county, and was for a time employed as a sales- 
man in a clothing store. During this period he read Jay in the office of 
Krauss & Eastman and, on June 13, 1901, Mr. Summers was admitted to 
the Putnam county bar. Before that time, however, he ntsde an abstract 
of titles of the real estate of Putnam county and engaged in this Nusiness in 
connection with the law. He has been in the real estate and loan business 
and now practices law. Tle makes abstracts of tithe and has bu/lt up a 
large and lucrative business in Putnam county especially. Tle has .beex for 
seven years a member of the school board of Ottawa’ and at tha preseat 
time is vice-president of the same. 

On August 25, 1889, Mr. Summers was married to Clara Alatheney, 
who was born at Walida, and who is the daughter af Samuel and Adelia 


(kkogers) Matheney. Mrs. Summers’ parents became pioneer settlers at 
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Kalida in an early day. Her father was a farmer and stock dealer at Nalida 
for many years. Mr. and Mrs. Summers have five children, Verner is at 
Akron where he is a bookkeeper. He married a Miss Austegen; Gladys 
was married on August 25, 1914, to Stewart S. Robinalt, a druggist of 
Ottawa; William lives at Ottawa. He graduated from Ottawa high school 
and, subsequently, attended business college. He is employed in the drug 
store with his brother-in-law, Stewart S. Kobinalt. Clara and Helen are 
at home. 

Mr. Summers is a Democrat. During all his life he has been influential 
in the councils of that party. Ife is a member of the county central com- 
nuttee and the county executive committee of his party, and was mayor 
of Ottawa for seven years, 1900 to 1907. Mr. Summers has also served 
in the Ottawa council and held other minor positions. He owns a consid- 
erable amount of farm land, a part of which is in Riley township and part 
of which is.in Hancock county. Mr. Summers is a member of the I*ree 
and Acéepted: Masons. [le was the master of the Ottawa~ lodge for 
[WO uyears. 

Wilham Patrick Summers, the father of Hiram M., was born in County 
Clare, Ireland, and was the son of Thomas and Katherine (Cotter) Sum- 
mers, the former a native of County Clare and the latter a native of County 
Limerick, born on April 5, 1824. He was a contractor. \Vilham Patrick 
Summers was educated in Ireland and was sent to school to learn Gaelic, 
which he mastered. He attended the private and also the great national 
school. .At the age of fifteen, he ran away to sea and shipped trom [Lim- 
erick as.an appremuce*om' the “BarharawAllen. Ee made a voyace im the 
Mediterranean and followed the sea for fourteen years, off and on. He 
visited almost every country on the globe. \While in the Mediterranean sea 
the ship upon which he was making the voyage, stuck in the sands on the 
coast of Greece and was rescued by a ‘Turkish man of war. While in New 
York, in 1849, William Patrick Summers sailed for California by way of 
the Horn. They were six months in making the voyage. They landed 
in San Francisco late in the year 1849. Ile remained there for six years 
and, in 1852, went to \ustraha. Ile was engaged in mining gold im that 
country for four years, when he returned to Calitormia. .\bout this time 
he joined the Masons, at Mud Springs, California. .\fter he had remained 
for some time in that state. Tle re-embarked and again sailed around the 
Horn, shipping as third officer of the vessel. On this trip he was injured. 
linally, they landed at) Norfolk, Virginia, when Air. Summers went) to 


Ireland and visited his old home. \fter remaining there for fifteen days, he 
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returned to the United States, and settled in Sandusky city. Tle was mar- 
ried in treland and, on his return to .\merica, lis wife returned with him, 
They settled in Wyandotte county, and, after living there for some time, 
and also in Seneca county, they removed to Putnam county, settling in 
Kalida, where he became a ditch contractor. 

Wilham Patrick Summers was deputy sheriff of Putnam county for 
SIX years, postmaster of Kalida for four and one-half years, and township 
‘clerk for eight years. He was also street commissioner and constable. The 
children of William Patrick Summers and wife are as follow: Kate and 
John, who are deceased; William, also deceased; the others are [‘llen, | liram, 
Ann, Natherine and Margaret. John married Rose Clevenger. Ile died in 
Putnam county; [¢llen married George. Powell, who is a school teacher at 
Continental; Anna married Wes Claypool, of Kalida; Katherine married 
Frank I¢delbrock and they lived in Jackson township; Margaret is principal 
of the Gomer school; Michael, Thomas and John, brothers of William [Pat- 
rick Summers, live at Delphos. 

Mr. Summers is a member of the I*ree and Accepted Masons and is 
past master of the blue lodge at Kalida. He was first master of the Masonic 
lodge at Continental. 


GHARLES: EUGENE WIGHT: 


It is by no means easy to describe within a comparatively few words 
the career of a man who has been eminently active as a farmer and a busi- 
ness man. Biography finds its justification, nevertheless, in recording the 
salient points of such a life history. Charles Eugene Wight, the subject 
of this sketch, is not only one of the substantial and well-known farmers of 
Monroe township, Putnam county, Ohio, where he is one of the foremost 
men in the business hfe of this township. Mr. Wight is at present the 
president of the farmers State and Savings Bank, at Continental, Ohio, an 
institution which was organized on January 20, 1914. Mr. Wight is not 
only president of the bank, but has also served as a director since the bank 
was organized. 

Charles Iugene Wight was born on December 9, 1861, in Perry town- 
ship, Wood county, Ohio. It is now known as Bloomdale. Mr. Wight is 
the son of Reuben and Altha (Reichard) Wight. 

The grandfather of Charles [&. Wight, Reuben Wight, whose wife was 
a Van Buren, was a native of New York state. Mrs. Wight was a distant 
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relative of President Van Buren, and was also a native of New York state. 
They moved to Cleveland, Ohio, when that city was a mere hamlet and settled 
on a forty-acre tract of land, where the heart of the city is now situated. 
Reuben Wight died of cholera in 1830, during the plague of that year. 
Charles E. Wight’s father, who was also Reuben Wight, was born in New 
York state, im April, 1828. He was reared a farmer, but also learned the 
carpenter's and painter’s trades and followed them extensively. He was 
educated in the common schools and was a man of exceptional intelligence 
for his day. 

Reuben Wight, Jr., was married in 1852, in Lorain county, Ohio, to 
Altha Reichard, who was born in New York state in May, 1828. They 
lived in Lorain county for two years, and then moved to Wood county, 
where they spent nine years, returning to Lorain county, where he had a 
sixty-acre tract of land, which he farmed. They lived there until the death 
of his wife, in 1894. [Four children were born to this marriage, Alice, who 
died at an early age; William H., who lives at Glen Elder, Mitchell county, 
Kansas; Charles Kugene, the subject of this sketch; and I¢dward, who lives 
in New Mexico. Both parents of Charles E. Wight were active members 
of the Baptist church. Since the death of his wife, Reuben Wight has 
remarried and now lives retired in Lorain county, Ohio. 

Charles E. Wight was married in Lorain county, March 12, 1884, to 
Ikmmma Behner, who was born on July 10, 1866, at La Grange, Lorain county. 
She 1s the daughter of John and Lydia (I*rasey) Behner. John Behner 
was married in Lorain county, Ohio, and later moved to Defiance county. 
Ile and his wife lived in different parts of Paulding and Putnam counties, 
Ohio. Ile at one time owned one-third interest in an extensive hoop, stave 
and bending company in Clinton, Illinois. He now lives at the home of 
Mr. Wight, and is retired. He has been a successful business man. He 
is a Prohibitionist. His wife was a member of the Methodist [Episcopal 
church. She died in 1912. They had three children, Emma, the wife of Mr. 
Wight; Nellie married John Tingle; and Mrs. Ida Miller. 

Charles If .Wight left Wood county, Ohio, with his parents at the age 
of two years, and moved to Lorain county. Ilere he grew up and was 
educated. Ele taught for two years and also farmed on his father’s farm. 
He was reared a farmer and remained on the farm until his marriage. He 
attended the Western Reserve Normal College, where he took a normal 
course. He continued to work on the farm until two years after his mar- 
riage, when he left his father to purchase a farm of forty acres in section 30, 
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in Monroe township, Putnam county, Ohio, in 1886, to which he moved. 
The land was heavily timbered and swampy and only six acres were cleared. 
Mr. Wight cleared, fenced and drained the land and erected buildings. LHe 
improved the land in other ways. By buying and selling, he has added to 
his original purchase until he has increased it to two hundred and two and 
one-half acres, which are well located and comprise the best land in the 
county. Mr. Wight has farmed this land continuously, where he still has 
his residence. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Wight have been born seven children, Susie, who 
was born on March 27, 1885; Alta, born on August 31, 1889; Florence, 
born on June 6, 1894; Harvey, born on August 23, 1898; Mark A., born 
on September 14, 1901; Carl, born on May 9, 10043 and, Ruth. Esther, 
born on January 29, 1909. Susie was educated in the Continental (Ohio) 
schools and was graduated from the high school there. She is also a 
graduate of the School of Expression, at Ada, Ohio, and has taken a nor- 
mal course at Lima, Ohio. She taught school for seven years in Monroe 
township, and also in Palmer township, and in Harding county, Ohio. She 
Is now the bookkeeper in the l‘armers’ State and Savings Bank, at Continental. 
Alta has taken a music course at Ada, Ohio, and lives at home.  [‘lorence 
married Frank Cleves, who is a farmer in Monroe county. Harvey was 
graduated from a short course of agriculture at the Ohio State University 
at Columbus. He is living at home. The remainder of the children also 
live at home. 

Mr. Wight was one of the organizers of the I'armers’ State and Savings 
Bank, at Continental. He was elected president at its organization, and 
re-elected to this office January 20, 1915. He is also a director of the bank. 
He has been president of the l’armers’ Mutual Telephone Company and 
was one of its organizers. At the last reorganization and incorporation of 
the telephone company, Mr. Wight was elected treasurer and director. He 
is a director of the Palmer Township Mutual I*ire Insurance Association 
and has been a director of it for a number of years. He is president of the 
Continental Horse Company, which office he has filled for a number of years. 

Mr. Wight is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church at Hartsburg, 
Ohio. He has always taken an active interest in church work and was at 
one time class leader, steward and Sunday school superintendent. He is a 
trustee of the church at the present time. Mr. Wight and all the members 
of the family are identified with this church. Mr. Wight is a member of 
the Free and Accepted Masons, at Continental, and the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows at that place. He has passed all of the chairs twice in the 


latter lodge. Mr. Wight ts independent in politics, has served as township 
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trustee of Monroe township for two terms, but is not active at the present 
time. Ile has been connected with the school board of special district for 
about ten years. 

Charles IX. Wight is a progressive citizen and a successful farmer and 
business man. He is a liberal-minded and active in all civic improvements. 
He is a keen, far-sighted man and a good “mixer” and is popular through- 
out this section of Putnam county. 


MUGUST ICARILE. 


The subject of this sketch is one of those strong, self-reliant and de- 
termined characters who are occasionally met with and who are of such 
a distinct type as to seem to be born leaders of their fellow-men. Not that 
Mr. Kahle courts that distinction, for he is entirely unassuming, but his 
great force of character and his zeal and energy, in whatever he under- 
takes, naturally places him at the head of the crowd, and he has been a 
potent factor in the development of Putnam county, where he has long 
maintained his home and where he is well known to all classes for his 
honorable and industrial life, in both private and public. 

The gentleman, whose name appears at the head of this review, was 
born in Riemsloh, Province of Hanover, Germany, March 2, 1851, and 
is the son of Anton and Sophia (Dutting) Kahle, both natives of Ger- 
many; the former was born in the town of Glandorf, the latter born in 
the town of Mille. Anton Kahle conducted a general store in the old 
country for the greater part of his life and died when August Kahle was 
a very young boy. To Mr. and Mrs. Anton Kahle were born seven chil- 
dren, August, Antonio, Clemens, deceased; Louisa, deceased; Charles, 
deceased, and two others who died in infaney. Of these children, August 
and Charles came to America in the year 1873 and, after landing in the 
city of New York, they decided to go to Cincinnati, where they remained 
a while, then went to Glandorf, Putnam county, Ohio. August returned 
to Cincinnati and put in about four months’ time there, then decided to 
go back to Glandorf, Ohio. On his return he remained in Glandorf and 
was employed:by Ifrank Kahle, with whom he remained for six years. 
After this, a partnership arrangement was made with Ignatius Kahle for 
the starting of a tile factory in Greensburg township, this county. Sub- 
sequently, August bought out the interests of Ignatius Kahle, and con- 








































ees i Hy ays “iit tions Maw roa 


ditedony ol? Je oudton ton or Md 
tot ponseth, hlsaqe tof goed toes 





Reais ue Rei genni 19) nods 
brs sonnet iy teanaue ebay asiio. y avikesigorg 's a ity a bid aa: 
PMOL dernaene giwny ig bee atta Ding Dobie venti het aft ARIA nats ake 

diane oor) wale a Ls renin “Heo, 8 Dre for hie ap ig) Lagi 8 a 


Ad tsshAKaht ite Retna emeteteeiral feb aimtlerabe has lee 


tht iA x PATO A 


ob. ite minilsr: ‘Lige syuoitle eve. do sion et alojode ality 
‘i 


Hote to. ap cabs bag tay Neath! ici hennn testy aie Oilw 2 
gany 6) i L0H wollat - ety be avobagl HS) sah od pee 
wal 4 aH ‘ghee rote dosing, ol got erotionidatiy sett’ sian et | 


“Tobit ad umes aod sie fan: lnoe ail Dee. bipidsys thnk bec i 





Bit eset Mig Sih see: aveight to: iienniiuceial ual iii : ay id 


ath dot doeenks ite oe rs arin asl al aig mer a) eed sigh ov eid on arias — 


eh (Waived eit ty, Baal wit ae ocean arise oaotiw ‘yale ast't 
“Bag ey S ogi COS) SevOuey to oorttvrord Holentsi hk iti aod 


TAD di eae RE AL ud an tiot nie giritin)) RAGOE Dos moth ‘to te adlt ei 
i trio! tants! ort Amebucli) to: aveoh ont nb mod enw “ronriot. od) i vn 

bio “ey nt grits lin: oug £ haraubiios obeke nt “Holk, oli jo prod ott 
ew ole 2" Jeng A votlve Deb Daw “sl i aid to dpy 19980 vig of} yor rien 
tidy Hevoe MIO Gray olga rot aM, thie 4 OT Kod ganoy YISv 6 
fot ad) “boa atih Bein il ; boareneh ome!) ‘imam decal ne 


* 
i 


SetrgeM stony seed) tO) ean i beib obw enolic ont bie beensoob 
aatt, Cit scrilarte! Ht tas liter: bene EBON: oly itt aoa, ent offlG9 aarnel 3 bas 
bciimeenas york?) suai ip ne) on ou aa, walieoels vot anoY wall Yo M fia 
barrtas: jemgekty on’ eho De ponent D probaly) of Jnow nat vatintyr g 
ot Dome aarth januhh songs) ‘veltiodt woot Snodi ful wg bog. Dsmeignt) : 
Dees baboal) ie Teoguinks sort sel errr hel oy Lone } Vobeato ot Bond 
wine, wht ol bonisedst ail, ccd tee eA meer | Rue bo bis | 
Hot alelnol eninemol drive “obec suv taoungacres qitewoarisg, 2 9! 
— eto att, arbi —— Neato. oh 











its 





564 PUTNAM COUNTY, OJLIO. 


tinued the manufacture of tile for about seven years. Believing his possi- 
bilities would be greater in farming for a living, he made a trade for one 
hundred and twenty acres of land situated in Union township, Putnam 
county, and upon which he erected a number of splendid and commodious 
farm buildings. To this residential farm, where he now makes his home, 
were added three hundred and twenty acres more, one hundred and sixty 
of which is located in Jackson and eight acres in Greensburg township. 
Believing, also, in town lot investments, Mr. Kahle is now the owner of 
six lots in the town of Kalida, located near the site of St. Michael's Cath- 
olic church. 

August Kahle was married on April 28, 1885, to Magdalena Overmeyer, 
a daughter of Iferdinand and Dorothea (Wuilberding) Overmeyer, natives 
of Germany, and where her father died. Mrs. Overmeyer, together with 
her son Arnold and Magdalena, came to this country and settled in Glan- 
dorf, Ohio, where Arnold became the husband of Mary Luhn, after which 
he engaged in the manufacturing of cigars, in Ottawa, Ohio. Arnold died 
about seventeen years ago, and the mother preceded him by about two 
years. To August Kahle and wife there were born the following named 
children: August, March 25, 1886; Ierdinand, April 30, 1887; Dorothea, 
July, 26, 18885) Amtomisy ime 2 4)" 1890, deceased; Leo,, Mayo, 1892; 
Magdalena, .Septembertr7, 693; Anthony, March, 22; » 1895 54:Clemenis, 
March 27, 1897; Louisa, february 15, 1899; Sophia (infant born), died 
1901; Sophia and Antonio, twins, October 2, 1902; Mary, Iebruary 8, 
1906, died in rgtt. Of these children, Ferdinand is married to Clemen- 
tina Bensman; they have one child, Rudolph, and reside in Jackson township ; 
Dorothea 1s married to [frank Knueve, and they live in Union town- 
ship, having one child, Arnold; August, Jr.; Ierdinand and Dorothea 
attended the district schools in the neighborhood, while all the other chil- 
dren are now attending the parochial school belonging to St. Michael's 
church in Walida, Ohio, and of which church the entire family are devout 
members. 

Personally, Mr. Kahle is a man of broad sympathies and takes an 
abiding interest in the welfare of those about him, and because of his genial 
disposition and high character, he enjoys a large popularity in the com- 
munity im which he has spent so many years. To Mrs. Kahle is due a 
word in appreciation of her devotion and solicitude for her husband and 
family at all tines. She has proven herself a loyal wife and mother, and 
has even been a source of encouragement ino all of her husband's under- 


takings, which have brought him to notice as a successful agriculturist. 
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CEIARIS WIRE WED). FOGLE, D. WV. S. 


Within the past quarter of a century there have been many veterinary 
colleges springing up over the United States and Canada. In this modern 
day, in practically every state in the Union, a veterinary surgeon must have 
a state board examination before he can practice his profession, and Ohio 
has as stringent qualifications as any state in the Union. The treatment 
of animal diseases has been placed on a scientific basis within the past few 
years, in such a way that the courses in veterinary colleges are as thorough 
and scientific in their nature as the courses in medical colleges. Liepsie, 
Ohio, has’a..veterinary surgeon in the person’ of Charles’ Wilfred) Fogle, D. 
\.S., who is a man of unusual attainments. Graduating with honors in a 
large class in 1907, he immediately came to Leipsic, where he has since been 
practicing his profession. He has already made a reputation tor himself, 
which has extended far beyond the limits of his county. 

Charles: W Fogle, DV. S.iithe soa ,of.B.C. and Rebecca Fosle, was 
born at Williamsburg, Kansas, October 28, 1886. His father was born 
in Brookville, Jefferson county, Vennsylvania, and his mother in Bedtord 
county, in the same state. B. C. Fogle located in Kansas when a lad with 
his father, who entered government, land there. However, they did not 
live long on the farm, but traded it for a store about three miles from the 
Sacs and I’ox Indian ‘Reservation, The father of D. C. [Fogle did a large 
and flourishing business with the Indians and the town of \Wilhamsburg 
was built up around his trading post. Bb. C. Fogle is now a hardware mer- 
chant im this place. 

Doctor lfogle was reared in Williamsburg, Kansas, and graduated from 
the high school in that place in 1905. He at once went to Toronto, Canada, 
and entered the Ontario Veterinary College, where he remained until he 
graduated in the spring of 1907. There were one hundred and fifty-seven 
in his graduating class and he received a gold medal for the highest and 
best average im dus final examination, This is an exceptional honor and 
one for which all of the best students strive, and shows, in a marked way, 
the ability of Doctor Fogle. After his graduation he decided to locate in 
Ohio and passed the Ohio state board examination with a high average. 
Ile at once located in Leipsic, where he has since made his home. 

Doctor Fogle 1s a member of the Ohio Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion, and is a member of the legislative committee of the association. tle 


Is also president of the Northwestern Ohio Vetermary Medical .\ssocia- 


















































OU, 





i Avs Mes airy 


ing 


Cw 


ARN oe 





Uni tat y WLanEnt. ft sinel Dias ni One “unten 8 by) valine we vat aise 
PRO abel: rel) gs hans) birt wee’ ‘Hersitily ¢ - 
yi Sher deli no vate. CoB aION 6 eosin eka 


# 


oe AY HORM Mare | iit Bey berry CMO: 





“ 


ad yiuiad sihachiat mite os ib ei 
Mttitnat td 4 iors gh thi Side swe oe as eanottoce ibantp hogririie iit 
vit Heian Sel Lahey | emeested OH LH otive pa 9 Lye gusts (eh eal Bava ih teeenvenss | 
enor ey ois 2 eo GON): inh eet oul) dabeds Ua tonne a ate ay 


Oreo) ceo vas Ttvetseenti irk ade OY ex order Niort ee aititnivive bi 
AD obit tyoithy hf.¢ poli) to Hae ep att) fit munya mT ON aya oul, 


i cy winenircyel th iign' slits ey ‘errant ‘ts shay iver nidayeanny i) alien i ne : rf 


at Gort. abel ad aha: COE ah santes ee ‘of | vied mt ttt 


Paty 


vad a 1) 








Hoe ot noieiuien 6 Sheu Chavon) adsl odd 


PEERED eek hs aadieeed vache Tyee! ag ‘Babi ce ail a i 
Baw Sea. Bonen 4 Al COLE Me Re A Cate EO 


sali m 


hye! V7 eotunt) 
Cd any TUES br | cre) | an Mae cates) /\ gman pine ed pocmneingiein’ i in is 
Pactisat 


pid si jn cis: cen at PACE) atte San i HSI aaeabatr| San TPR Se ‘ ‘ Rie Tie ie it a 


Mtv Nae ene ij y : ? SP CRP PU den IRA MMe ee ‘an ea i) oe whips ine Nee i; ol : ; 
Mi Pals mee a oriees lf on Detoor oho LOO: adie Conenele wall pat Rare 


ton Di: ani ee OEE onda Bail hier here cbhy eorlnet 
att irorrt alte: Somtht aioe saute, wiih de: Dobiind Yet tT ond th ~aatol 


| u | Dil ai Aout f 1 a ah {ing Nt i EEN ees ee, y's aD we + 
oor 6 DED oles] MAE ee Oe a PO mint {oh esierag dt walle Ce te : 


‘legal eae SPAT er es il A Re he | Nd Pe Mee ANH Cony Wieden talon ea 
SC HEE hoops voll: Lani Aree ewe aeor tore rina ‘ee 
POE eRe ree ¥: AE A: CAR RU Dace OUEST ES tat Pyintyeryas Ayu Aint mahi 


TIBK) withk fe ust 
Lae Ds bes Aa na cane f Ka ak, PA A i om ity Th ri } wry hah ac age at ” ie! if i ‘ ae 


HEED cotonO Poot diag Bon: bs A CORY yb aiiits gee Ht loweloe att sity 


Nae, aM “eines Vl otradiO ont neti Teg 


nove ttt ire dealaonmel sine TESA Ai Ni to) A TH were Oly ¢] hats serous 
f Aa 


Latta Pe Sihutal 20) Ge Tas ven In) ‘ey bareieisern’ et Ponday emialty galinubiry ai if 
byenis TOTO lenosauuny PMs wt Pan he aT rhatehnney bai vil i anes ie 
Re ade BE a nen. Ean spa ae mn Pe pont vit Yo thy dainty we aot 
Hd Bercst a ela tf i ius alrite iss aeipe Vatiott 
Pica td i i 


ago 









566 PUTNAM COUNTY, OHIO. 


tion, secretary of the Northwestern Ohio Swine Breeders’ Association and 
a member of the state board of veterinary examiners. Ile is president of 
the Leipsic Club, and has been a member of the Leipsic board of public 
affairs since 1908. 

Doctor l*ogle takes an active part in the affairs of the Republican 
party, and is a member of the central committee at the present time. He is 
an active worker in the Masonic lodge and is the senior warden of the 
Leipsic blue lodge, high priest of the Ottawa chapter, a member of the 
Ottawa council and of the commandery at Iindlay, Ohio. In addition to his 
Masonic connections, he 1s also a member of the Knights of Pythias. Doctor 
Togle is a young, unmarried man, a recognized authority on the diseases 
of animals and is sure to make a name for himself in the years to come. 


JOSEPH GERDEMAN, 


One of the young farmers of Union township, Putnam county, Ohio, 
who, for several years, has taken an active part in farmers’ institute work, 
is Joseph J. Gerdeman, the owner of a splendid farm of eighty-six acres 
in Union township. Since moving to his present farm, Mr. Gerdeman 
has erected substantial buildings. 

Joseph J. Gerdeman was born in Ottawa township, Putnam county, 
Ohio, December 25, 1875, and is a son of Mathias and Elizabeth (1ller- 
brock) Gerdeman. Joseph J. Gerdeman’s paternal grandparents were 
Mathias Gerdeman and his wife, pioneers of Glandorf, Putnam county, 
Ohio, who were natives of the province of Hanover, Germany. Mathias 
Gerdeman and wife were the parents of the following children: Mathias, 
who was born in Germany; Henry, Joseph, Jasper, John and two daugh- 
ters, whose names were [Elizabeth and Catherine. Mathias Gerdeman and 
wife lived in Putnam county the rest of their lives. They were devout 
members of the Catholic church at Glandorf. 

Vhe maternal grandparents of Joseph J. Gerdeman also came from 
Germany, and were early settlers in Ottawa township, Putnam county, Ohio. 

Mathias Gerdeman came from Germany with his parents when he was 
three years of age, and settled near Glandorf, Putnam county, on a farm in 
Greensburg township. Ife attended the school at Glandorf, and was here 
marricd to Elizabeth Eellerbrock. After his marriage, he settled on a farm 


mn Ottawa township. Tle learned the carpenter trade and devoted his at- 
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tention to this and to agriculture for thirty years. He lived on his farm in 
Ottawa township until his death, which occurred in 1908, while his wife 
died in 1906. Mathias Gerdeman, Jr., and wife were the parents of the 
following children: Irank H., I*red, Joseph J., Mary Anna and Theresa, 
all of whom are living with the exception of Mary Anna. T'rank HH. mar- 
ried Margaret Leise, and lives in l‘indlay, Ohio; I*red married Mary Krein- 
brink, and lives in Ottawa; ‘Theresa became the wife of Joseph Herring- 
haus, and lives in Lima, Ohio; Anna married Andrew Ringlein, of Lima, 
Ohio. She died in August, 1914; Mary married Bernard Utrup, of Ottawa, 
where they still reside. 

Joseph J. Gerdeman was educated in the district schools of Ottawa 
township, and lived on his father’s farm until he was twenty-five years 
oof age. He had been married three years previously, on May 31, 1898, 
to Katherine Steffen, a daughter of John and Mary (Kink) Steffen, who 
lived on a farm near Glandorf. John Steffen was a soldier, during the 
Civil War, serving with distinction throughout that struggle. He and his 
wife were parents of the following children: Elizabeth, Anna, Katherine, 
Amelia, Gertrude, Martha, I'rank, George and Lawrence. Elizabeth be- 
came the wife of Barney Niese, and lives at Liberty township; Anna is 
the wife of Joseph Klass, a farmer of Liberty township; Amelia is unmar- 
ried; Gertrude is the wife of Mathias Winsinger, and they live in Henry 
county, Ohio; Martha became the wife of David Shaw, and they live in 
Hancock county, Ohio; Frank is unmarried. George married Catherine 
Meyers, and they live on the home place; Lawrence is unmarried. 

After his marriage, Mr. Gerdeman lived for three years on his father's 
farm, when he moved to a farm in Union township, which consisted of 
eighty-six acres, and which he purchased. Here he erected substantial 
buildings, remodeled the house and made many other improvements and 
developed the land into a splendid farm. 

Joseph J. Gerdeman and wife are the parents of the following chil- 
dren: Cornelius, born on March 25, 1899; Martha E., born on July 3, 
1900; I¢dwin, born on February 8, 1903; Lawrence, born on June 28, 1904; 
Mary, born on April 6, 1908; Catherine L., born on July 21, 1910; Lucille, 
horn on October 10, 1911; Paul, born on September 6, 1912, and Richard, 
horn on January 12, 1914. | 

Mr. Gerdeman, in addition to farming, specializes in live stock on an 
extensive scale. He takes an active part in all stock shows. 
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Mr. Gerdeman is a Democrat, while fraternally, he 1s a member of 
the Catholic Knights of Ohio. The Gerdeman family are all devout mem- 
bers of St. Michael’s Catholic church at Kalida. Mr. Gerdeman 1s_presi- 
dent of the Mutual Telephone Company, and served Union township as 
trustee for six years. 


EBDNEZRR (GASTEEL: 


Among the farmers of Putnam county, Ohio, who have believed in 
twentieth-century methods, is Ebenezer Casteel, a retired farmer and business 
man, of Continental, Putnam. county, Ohio. Mr. Casteel comes from a 
splendid family and one that has always been strong for right living and 
industrious habits for education and morality—for all that contributes to 
the welfare of the commonwealth. Such people are welcome in any com- 
munity. They are empire-builders and, as such, have pushed the frontier 
of civilization westward and onward, leaving the green, wide-reaching 
wilderness and the far-stretching plains populous with contented people and 
beautiful with green fields. They have constituted that sterling horde which 
caused the great Bishop Whipple to write the memorable lines: “\Westward 
the course of empire takes its way.” 

Ebenezer Casteel was born on July 4, 1838, in Licking county, Ohio. 
He is the son of Thomas and Salome (Livingston) Casteel, the former of 
whom was born near Cincinnati, Olio, and came to Licking county when 
a young man, and here was married. Thomas Casteel was reared a farmer 
and educated in the township schools. After fanning for a time in Lick- 
ing county, he came to Putnam county in 1858, and settled on a farm of 
eighty acres in Liberty township. The land was wild and it was inthe 
region north of the Black swamp. There were no roads and wolves could 
be seen frequently and heard most of the time. Mr. Casteel moved into a 
log cabin, abandoned by another family, and lived there for one year while 
he cleared the land and built a house. Tle farmed this land until his death, 
at the ave of seventy-seven years. Tlis wife, who, before her marriage, 
was Salome Livingston, was a native of Licking county, Ohio, where she 
was reared. She died in Putnam county on the homestead farm. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Thomas Casteel eleven children were born, Andrew, who lives in 
Liberty township; Jeremiah, who also lives in this township; [benezer, the 
subject of this sketch; Ileanor, deceased; Lorenzo, who lives in Van Buren 


township; Mrs. Amanda Crooser, oF Belmore, Ohio; Mrs. Julia Dillon, who 
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lives in Liberty township: Thomas, of Belmore, Ohio; lelmira, deceased ; 
John, who lives in Henry county, Ohio; and Mrs. Adeline Miley, of Milton 
City, Ohio. Vhomas Casteel was a Democrat throughout his life. 

Ebenezer Casteel left Licking county, Ohio, at the age of nineteen, 
and came to Putnam county with his parents in 1858. He remained with 
them on the old farm in Liberty township, helping them with the farm work 
until the first call for volunteers in the Civil War, in 1861. He enlisted in 
Company D, Twenty-first Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, April 21, 
1861, and served three months. He then returned to the farm and lived 
here until the western fever took hold of him, when he went West for 
about one year. tle, subsequently, returned to the old home place and 
worked out by the month. He then married and moved to Belmore, Ohio, 
to live. Here he engaged in the operation of a general store, with Harrison 
Iensminger. After one year, he traded his interest in the store for a strip 
of Jand in Van Buren township, Putnam county. THe afterward traded this 
land for a farm near Belmore, and rented the same. In the meantime, 
Mr. Casteel was in partnership with the Speaker brothers, at Belmore, Ohio, 
in conducting a general store, for two years. He afterward started a 
grocery store, adding dry goods and notions. He was in this store at Bel- 
more for sixteen years, when he moved to Continental, Ohio, in 1890, and 
was in business in that town for twenty years. Mr. Casteel traded his stock 
of goods for a farm and retired in tgog. He has owned several farms 
which he has sold and traded off until he now has one hundred and _ ten 
acres of good farming land near Continental, Ohio. His wife was a mil- 
liner before her marriage, and conducted a millinery store in Continental for 
about two years. After moving to town, a daughter, Ilora, took charge of 
the store and is now operating it. Mrs. Casteel also had a store at Belmore, 
Ohio, for some time. Mr. Casteel built his present store, where his daughter 
has her shop in operation. 

Mr. Casteel was married to Caroline Inele, a native of Logan county, 
Ohio. To this union six children were born, two of whom are deceased. 
Those living are, Flora, who is at home; Arthur, who is a railway mail clerk ; 
Mrs. Lola Wymer, of Continental, and Lulu, who is at home. Lola and Lula 
are twins. 

Mr. Casteel is a member of the Independent Order of Odd lellows and 
has been for the past forty-eight years. Tle was a charter member of the 
lodge at Ottawa. Ile also belonged at Belmore and Continental. Through- 
out his life, Mr. Casteel has been an active Democrat. Tle was treasurer 


of Relmore for a time and also assessor. Tle was treasurer of Continental 
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for one year. However, Mr. Casteel is not active in politics at the present 
time. Mrs. Casteel and her daughters are members of the Lutheran church 
“at Continental, Olmos 

Ebenezer Casteel 1s a man of excellent habits and a careful, conserva 
tive and frugal man, who believes in laying up for a rainy day. He is a 
good father and a loving husband, careful in his business dealings and has 
accumulated a snug fortune. He is well known as a free thinker. 


Dik ETHELBERT WATTERSON, 


No other profession has accomplished during the last half-century 
the progress and development that has been made by the medical profession. 
The man of original thought and action, whose text books form but the basis 
of future work, has ever moved forward, taking the advantage of, and 
utilizing new discoveries in the sciences, and looking always for better 
methods, surer means to the desired end. Such aman is Dr. Ethelbert Wat- 
terson. In considering the character and career of this eminent member 
of the medical fraternity, the impartial observer will not only be disposed 
to rank him among the leading members of his profession in Putnam county, 
but also as one of those men of broad culture and mental ken, who have 
honored mankind in general. Throughout a long and busy life, replete 
with honor and success, he has been actuated by the highest motives, and 
to the practice of lis profession he has brought rare skill and = resource. 
flis quick perception and almost intuitive judgment enable him to make 
a correct diagnosis, all that is necessary for proper treatment. He has 
always been a close student of the medical science, keeping in touch with 
the latest advances of investigators and discoverers, and has been unitormly 
successful in practice. Because of his high attainments and his exalted 
personal character, he 1s eminently entitled to inclusion in a work of this 
character. 

Dr. Ithelbert Watterson, the well-known physician of Continental, 
Ohio, was born on September 16, 1869, in Jackson township, Putnam county, 
Ohio. Ile is the son of John and Margaret (Tlarper) \Watterson, the former 
of whom was born near Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 

The Watterson family is traceable from four brothers, of Scottish-[rish 
«lescent, who came from the Isle of Man, about 1750, and who settled at 


or near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. * Prom them are descended tlenry \Wat- 
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terson, the journalist, of Louisville, and Bishop Watterson, of the Catholic 
church, of Columbus, Ohio. John Watterson was marricd in Vennsylvania 
to Margaret Harper, who was also born near Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 
They came to Columbus, Ohio, about 1851, and were there when the state 
house was built. In 1853, they came to Putnam county and entered gov- 
ernment land west of the Auglaize and near the line ot Jackson township, 
in Jennings township. The government land at-that time cost one dollar 
and twenty-five cents an acre. They settled in the woods in’a log shanty 
and lived on deer meat and corn bread. Before they came here, John Wat- 
terson was a carpenter and cabinet maker, and the change was a hard lite 
for him, but he cleared a little of the land, and then sold it, and bought 
land in Jackson township. About 1876, he purchased the farm in the forks 
of Hog Creek and the Auglaize river, and there he established his home, 
reared his family and lived until old age. He spent the rest of his days 
with his children. 

John Watterson was a farmer, but his main business was the carpen- 
ters trade. He was a builder, and built a number of the school houses in 
Jackson township, and also in Jennings township. He was an apprentice 
to a cabinet maker at the age of nine years, and was an expert in all lines 
of work. He died before his eighty-fifth birthday. 

John Watterson was born in Chester county, Pennsylvania, November 
11, 1819, and was the son of Samuel and Lydia (Weeks) Watterson. 
Samuel Watterson was one of the four brothers heretofore referred to. 
Ife came to America at the age of sixteen, and grew to manhood in Chester 
county, Pennsylvania. He married Lydia Weeks in 1798, and they had five 
children, James, Mrs. Margaret Bromer, [¢tliza, Samuel and John. Samuel 
Watterson lived on his farm tn Chester county, until in 1832, when he 
moved to Philadelphia and spent his declining years with a daughter. John 
\Vatterson, the father of I[*thelbert \Vatterson, removed from Chester 
county to Columbia, Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, in 1847, and there 
worked five years in a machine shop. He was married to Margaret Harper, 
April 30, 1847. She was born in Chester county, Pennsylvania, February 
16, 1823. Her parents were Alexander and Margaret (Rigg) Harper, the 
former of whom was a native of Ireland, and a tanner by trade. His wife 
was a native of Pennsylvania. During the war of 1812, Samuel Watterson 
and Alexander Harper refused to forswear their allegiance to the King of 
England, and to become naturalized citizens of the United States. They 


were sent to the imterior of the state by the military authorities. 
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John and Margaret (Harper) Watterson had nine children as follow: 
Rachel Ann, deceased; James Alexander, born on October 30, 1850, 
deceased; Samuel, born on October 2, 1853, deceased; William Harper, born 
on April 9, 1855, deceased; Clara J., born on December 30, 1856, married 
Wallace -Vail,. of Kalida,) Ohio; George Owens, born on March 30, 1859, 
lives in Kalida; Dr. John Davis, who lives at Nalida; Charles Sherman, 
born on May 6, 1865, deceased, and Dr. Itthelbert, born on September 16, 
1869, is the subject of this sketch. 

Mrs. Margaret (Harper )a Watterson died on November 27, 1894... She 
was a devout member of the Presbyterian church. Politically, John Wat- 
terson was a Democrat. He held several local offices, among which were 
those of justice of the peace, six years; township treasurer, several terms, 
and township trustee for several years. [raternally, he was a member of 
the Independent Order of Odd lellows, No. 80, at Columbus, Ohio. 

Dr. Ithelbert Watterson, the subject of this sketch, grew up on the 
farm. Ile was educated in the public schools in Putnam county, and sub- 
sequently attended the Tri-State Normal College, at Angola, Indiana. On 
September 16, before his sixteenth birthday, he began teaching at the Antioch 
school, three miles north of Ottoville. l*or twelve years he was a teacher, 
three years, at Antioch; threesyears at'the Gott school, near Kalida; three 
years at Vaughnsville, and. three years in West Leipsic. 

In the spring of 1898, Doctor Watterson made a canvass for county 
auditor, and in the fall of 1898, entered the Ohio State Medical University, 
at Columbus, graduating i April, 1902. He then located in Continental, 
and began practicing his profession, which he has continued ever since. 

Doctor \Vatterson was married in 1893, to Kose Gander, who was born 
in Sugar Creek township, and who is the daughter of John and Susan 
(Garner) Gander. John Gander is descended from one of the early pioneer 
families in the southern part of Putnam county. [lis family settled south 
of Vaughnsville, not far from Gomer, in .\llen county, but removed across 
the line into Putnam county, before John Gander was married. ‘he Gander 
family came from Virginia in an early day, and settled between \Vaughns- 
ville and Columbus Grove. John Gander lived in Columbus Grove a part 
of his life, and a part on the farm near Vaughnsville. It was at the latter 
place where Mrs. Watterson grew up. She attended the public schools at 
Vaughnsville and the ‘Pri-State Normal College at Angola, Indiana. She 
attended the public schools a part of the time, while Doctor Watterson was 
there, and it was there they became acquainted. She, too, engaged in teach- 


Ing and taught three years near Vaughnsville. 
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Doctor Watterson and wife had three children, Lelah Margaret, Ilor- 
ence Mary and John Gaylen. Margaret 1s now a junior in Ohio State 
University. Florence graduated from the Continental high school and 1s now 
a student in the normal school. Mrs. Watterson died in 1913. She was 
a member of the Methodist [¢piscopal church, and the Itastern Star Lodge, 
the Twentieth Century Club, and also the Pythian Sisters. She was espe- 
cially active in the Methodist church, living close to its teachings, a good 
wife who loved her children and reared them with a mother’s devotion. 

Naturally, Doctor Watterson is a Democrat. He 1s active in the coun- 
cils of his party. I*or ten years he has been on the school board of Conti- 
nental, and 1s now president of the board. He was twice elected to the city 
council, but resigned during his second term. Doctor Watterson owns a 
home in Continental, and is thoroughly identified with all the civic, political 

and religious activities of the town. He belongs to the Methodist church, 
and is chairman of the board of stewards. Ile is a member of the Knights 
Templar, blue lodge, at Continental, chapter and council at Ottawa, and 
the Knights Templar at Defiance. He also belongs to the Knights of 
Pythias. He has been a Mason since he was twenty-one years old, having 


handed in his application before he was of age. 


JOSEPH A. UNVERFERTH. 


Putnam county has long been noted for its splendid type of farmers. 
In the early settlement of this part of Ohio, many Germans came and, 
with their native thrift and industry, soon prospered and today their 
descendants ‘form the bulwark of Putnam county’s citizenship. Among 
the many well-known Germans descended from the early German pioneers, 
is Joseph Unverterth. 

Joseph Unverterth was born in Glandorf, Putnam county, Ohio, March 
11, 1869. Tle is the son of Anthony and Theresa (Tenwealde) Unver- 
ferth, who were well-known residents of Glandorf, 

Anthony Unverferth, the father of Joseph Unverferth, when two and 
one-half years of age, was brought to this country by his parents from 
Hanover, Germany. They settled in Glandorf, Putnam county, which had. 
been settled some years before by the renowned Father Tlorstman and a 
band of German colonists. ‘Phe Unverferth family here settled on a farm 


and, amid the splendid) surroundings of this litthe community. Anthony 
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Unverferth grew up. His early life was spent on his father’s farm and 
his education was secured in the primitive school of that day. Ile married 
Theresa ‘Tenwealde, the daughter of Ilenry Penwealde and wife, of Glan- 
dorf, and to this union were born the following children: Henry, deceased; 
Henry, Joseph, Mary, Theresa, Anna and Ifrank. Of these, Henry mar- 
ried Anna Klemen and lives in Greensburg township; Mary married George 
Klemen and lives in Pleasant township; Theresa married Barney Klemen; 
Anna married I'rank Hohenbrink; Frank married Mary Vogel; the last 
three families now reside in Greensburg township. . 

Joseph Unverferth, the subject of this speech, was educated in Greens- 
burg township and during the early years of his life worked on his father’s 
farm. On May 31, 1892, he was married to Elizabeth Meyer, a daughter 
of Gerhard and [hzabeth (Dickman) Meyer, both of whom were natives 
of Germany. Mr. and Mrs. Meyer were married in Glandorf, Putnam 
county, and to them were born the following children: Mary, Catherine, 
John, Theresa, Henry, Caroline, Joseph and [lizabeth. Of these, Mary 
married I*rank Deters and resides in Henry county; Catherine married \V. 
Jerwers and lives in New Cleveland; John married Catherine Smith, who 
died, and later he married Catherine Hark and now lives in Ottawa; The- 
resa married William Annesser and lives in. Canada; Caroline married 
Jodokus Schmitz and lives in Pleasant township; Joseph married Mary 
Brinkman and lives in Union township. 

After his marriage, Mr. Unverferth first rented a farm and lived in 
Pleasant township for three years before coming to his present farm. Tle 
moved to the farm he now occupies in Union township in 1902, which he 
and lis father owned in low bottoms. It consists of one hundred and sixty 
acres Which Mr. Unverferth, with the appliance of modern agricultural 
science, has developed into a splendid farm. He later purchased two other 
tracts of land of about one hundred acres. Mr. Unverferth now owns and 
farms two hundred and fifty acres. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Unverferth, have been born the following children: 
Lawrence, born on May 7, 1893; Leona, born on July 4, 1895; Leo, born 
on October 17, 1898; Arthur, born on March 15, 1901: Sarah, born on 
August 11, 1903; Oscar, born on December 28, 1905; Francis, born on April 
12, 1908, and Alfred, born on May 2, 1911. Of these children, Lawrence 
married Loretta Quinn and lives in Union township; Leona married Rus- 
sell Hlamilton and they make their home with Mr. and Mrs. Unverferth. 
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Mr. Unverferth is known and admired for his untiring industry and 
is an exponent of advanced ideas in farming. He has-one of. the best 
equipped farms in the county in modern farm machinery. Ilis tractor and 
other outfits, including a gang plow, are in great demand among the other 
farmers and he has at various times devoted some attention to public 
contract work. Mr. Unverferth is engaged in general farming and also. 
raises full-blooded Shorthorn cattle. | 

The Unverferth family are members of St. Michael’s Catholic church 
at Kalida, and have always been conspicuously identified with all its good 
work and are highly regarded in the social sphere of this community. 


DAVID HENRY RENSHAW. 


A successful farmer of Van Buren township, Putnam county, Ohio, 
where he has made his home since 1865, 1s David Henry Renshaw, who 
has devoted his whole life to agricultural pursuits. He has led a quiet and 
uneventful life on the farm and has never cared to take an active part in 
the life of his community. 

David H. Renshaw, the son of Thomas and Maria (Young) Renshaw, 
was born in Fairfield county, Ohio, April 4, 1861. His father was born 
in the same county, May 10, 1833, a son of Reverend David and Eliza 
(Armstrong) Renshaw. David Renshaw was born in Pennsylvania, came 
to Ohio in the early history of the state and was married, in Ohio, to I*liza 
Armstrong. David Renshaw was a farmer and a minister of the Methodist 
IXpiscopal church. He and his wife, [tliza, reared a family of eight chil- 
dren, Thomas, John, Samuel, Mary, Serepta, Sarah, Frank and Ransome. 

Thomas Kenshaw attended the common schools of Tl airfield county, 
and helped his father on the home place, until he was married at the age 
of twenty-five. He married Maria Young on March 28, 1858. She was a 
daughter of Henry and Nancy Young, natives of Pennsylvania and Mary- 
land, respectively. Henry Young and wife were the parents of a large 
fanmuly of children, James, Hester, Rachel, Rebecca, William, Nicholas, 
Charles, Maria, Serenia, Sarah, Rhoda, Lorain and Keziah. Of these chil- 
dren, Charles died in infancy. 

Thomas Kenshaw remained in lairfield county, Ohio, until 1865, when 
he moved to Putnam county and bought a farm of eighty acres from his 
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father. This place he cleared and lived on until his death, December 17, 
1913. four children were born to Thomas and Maria (Young) Renshaw, 
David and Byron, who are living on the old home farm; Nate, who married 
John Welch, of Wood county, and has eight children, Sylvia, Harley, Leshe, 
Lewis, Iemmett, Lawrence, Myrtle and Glee; William T., of Clyde, Ohio, 
who married Louise Barrack, and has two children, Grace-and Bergan. 

David H. Renshaw has never married, and he and his brother, Byron, 
who was born on September 20, 1870, are now managing the old home farm, 
where they were reared. he brothers are Republicans, but neither ot 
them has ever been active in its councils. They are good citizens and 
progressive farmers and have a large circle of friends and acquaintances 
throughout the township. 


ERA TR. YC. nee Ae alee 


The gentleman to a brief review of whose life the reader’s attention 
is herewith directed, is among the foremost business men of Continental, 
Putnam county, Ohio. By his enterprise, industry, management and pro- 
gressive methods, he has assisted materially in the industrial and commercial 
advancement of this community. Mr. Parrett 1s possessed of rather ex- 
ceptional executive and business ability. He is numbered among the fore- 
most citizens, of Continental, and is honored and respected by all of his 
neighbors for his many good qualities. 

Harry C. Parrett was born on September 8, 1878, in Columbus Grove, 
Putnam county, Ohio. He is the son of Samuel R. and Linda (McKibben) 
Parrett, the former of whom was born on July 4, 1854, in [*ayette county, 
Ohio, and was the son of John S. and Angelina (}*ifer) Parrett. John S. 
Parrett was born in Rockingham county, Virginia, where his wife was 
native born. Ile grew to manhood in Virginia and came to Fayette county, 
Ohio, in 1852, locating on a farm in I*ayette county. Outside of two years 
spent in Illinois, he lived in Fayette county until 1865, when he moved to 
Powell creek, in Monroe township. Here he farmed until his death, in 
1908. Tis wife died four years previously, in 1904. 

Samuel R. Parrett was eleven years old when he came to Monroe 
township with his parents. He remained on the home farm until his mar- 
riage, in 1877, to Linda MeWibben, a native of Athens county, Ohio, born 
in 1855, and the daughter of Samuel and Anna (Marrabee) Melibben. 
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Samuel Meclkibben was a native of Ohio, whase father, Joseph McKibben, 
was a native of North Ireland, who came to Ohio in pioneer times. After 
his marriage, Samuel Parrett located in Monroe township, and farmed here 
on sixty-four acres of land. With the exception of one year. spent in 
Columbus Grove, he has always lived in Monroe township. He 1s still an 
active farmer. Samuel and Linda Parrett had one son, Harry C., the sub- 
ject of this sketch. Samuel Parrett is a member of the Masonic fraternity 
at Continental, and at one time was trustee of the township. He served 
many years as a member of the school board and held other minor offices. 
He is a Democrat; is a member of the Zion Christian church, where his 
wife is also a worshiper. Mr. Parrett has held minor offices in this church 
and was treasurer for many years. 

Harry C. Parrett grew to manhood on the home place and was reared 
as a farmer. He was educated in the township schools and taught school 
for a period of five years in Monroe township. 

Mr. Parrett was married on October 5, 1902, to Myrtle Wisterman, a 
daughter of David and Leander (Brower) Wisterman, both of whom are 
natives of Putnam county. Mrs. Parrett was born in Monroe township, 
July 10, 1884. David and Leander Wisterman had nine children, of whom 
Mrs. Parrett was the youngest of the family. 

Harry C. Parrett farmed in Monroe township after his marriage, living 
on a farm of one hundred and sixty acres. He removed to Continental in 
1906, and entered the implement and hardware business alone. He _ fol- 
lowed this business for three years, when he sold out and entered his present 
business of real estate, insurance and loans. He is still active in business. 

Mr. Parrett 1s a membér'! of ther l'reevand) Accepted. Masons,...Lodge 
No. 570, at Continental. He served as town councilman and was treasurer 
for two years, 1912 and 1913. During the latter year, he was elected mayor 
of Continental, and is now filling this position with credit to himself and 
his community. He is a stanch Democrat and has always been active in the 
councils of this party. Although Mr. Parrett is not a member of any 
church, he was reared as an adherent of the Christian church. It is not 
necessary for the biographer to say that [larry C. Parrett is highly respected 
in Continental, Ohio. The many positions of trust and responsibility which 
he has held show, better than any words of testimony, the character of the 
confidence reposed in him by the people of this township. Mr. Parrett has 
proved himself worthy of these trusts and is admired today as one of the 
leading citizens of Putnam county. - 
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ADAMaT RAE ECE, 


Among the farmers of German birth who have brought to the operation 
of their farms the intensive methods adopted from stern necessity in the 
old country, and have made those methods apply so successfully here, as to 
attract general attention and emulation, the gentleman, whose name is noted 
above, is clearly entitled to mention and it 1s a pleasure to present here a 
brief narrative of the distinctive points in his career. 

Adam Trietch was born in Hesse, Germany, May 29, 1863, the son 
of Andrew and Catherine (Linner) Trietch, both of whom were natives of 
the same province of the latherland. 

Andrew Trietch was born in July, 1826, and was a tailor all his life, 
a man highly respected in his home place. He was twice married, by his 
first wife having four children, Nicholas, deceased; Mrs. [Elizabeth Gerish, 
of Crestline, Ohio; George, who, remained»nmruGennany, “ard Andrew, 
deceased. By his marriage with Catherine Linner, \ndrew Prietch had three 
children, Adam, with whom this sketch directly treats; Mrs. Lizzie Knapp, 
who lives in Germany, and Mrs. Barbara [:ding, who lives at Cleveland, 
Ohio. Andrew Trietch died at the age of seventy-nine and his wife, the 
mother of Adam, died at the age of sixty-eight. 

Adam Trietch left his home in Germany when he reached the age of 
fourteen and went to Switzerland, where he worked for about three years, 
at the end of which time he made up his mind to try his fortunes across 
the sea. To this end he came to America and found his way to Holgate, 
Ohio, where his uncle, Nicholas Trietch, had been living for some years. 
In that vicinity he worked on farms until he was twenty-seven years of 
age, engaging his services by the month to the farmers of the neighbor- 
hood and there he met and married, on April 29, 1890, Mary [elizabeth 
srinkman, who was born in Tlenry county, Ohio, June 23, 1866, the daugh- 
ter of Henry and [thzabeth (Reiter) Brinkman, the former of whom was 
born in Crawford county, Ohio, July 15, 1832, and the latter being born 
in Pennsylvania, March 1, 1838, and both of whom are enjoying good 
health in their hale old age at Tlolgate, Ohio, Mir. Brinkman being eighty- 
three years of age and Mrs. Brinkman beige seventy-seven. 

Henry Brinkman spent his boyhood days in Crawford county, Ohio, 
his parents having been pioneer farmers of that county, and received such 
education as the meager schools of that day afforded, being trained in the 


ways of farming, which vocation he followed all his active days. Tle was 
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married in Crawford county, and later moved to Henry county, where he 
farmed for a time, then moving into the town of [Ilolgate where he 1s now 
living in comfortable retirement. He and his wife are the parents of six 
children, the others being Mrs. Cinderella Wolf, I'rank and John, all of 
whom live in Flenry county, Ohio, and Anna, who died in infancy, and 
Mrs. Hattie Kennecker, of Indiana. 

After his marriage, Adam Trietch farmed in Henry county for three 
or four years and then moved to Defiance county, where he was engaged in 
farming for five years, at the end of which time he came to Putnam county, 
on February 16, 1899, locating on his present farm in Monroe township. 
At the time Mr. Trietch bought this farm, it contained but eighty acres and 
was in a badly run-down condition, having been but little improved. He 
went in debt to the amount of eighteen hundred dollars on making this 
purchase and until he began to see his way clear he and his wite were con- 
tent to ve in a small log house, which had been constructed on the place 
in an early day, and to adopt such frugal methods of ving as their pru- 
dence suggested during this trying time. Living thus and working as they 
were compelled to work, required a large stock of courage and no end of 
industry, but he and his wife were equal to the occasion and they now have 
a place of which not only they are proud, but which is a distinct credit to 
the community. Not only have Mr. and Mrs. Trietch succeeded in clear- 
ing and improving their original tract of eighty acres, but, as affairs pros- 
pered with them, they enlarged their farm by the purchase of an adjoining 
eighty, and now have one of the best and most attractive farms in that part 
of the county. They erected their fine new home in. 1908, and the barn 
and other buildings on the place are in keeping with the same. Their farm 
is known far and near as “Cloverleaf Farm,” and is one of the best-kept 
places in Monroe township, reflecting, as it does, the progressive ideas and 
careful management of the owners. 

To Adam and Mary Elizabeth (Brinkman) ‘Trietch have been born 
seven children, as follow: Hattie, who married Andrew l*riend, a well- 
known farmer of Monroe township, this county, and who has one son; 
Clarence, Mmma, George, Orville, Leah and Edgar, who are still at home 
and whose assistance has been no small factor in the general improvement 
of their well-appointed home place. The Trietches are members of the Mt. 
Zion church, in the various beneficences of which they are deeply interested 
and in the other good works of which congregation they take an active part, 
as well as participating im all local movements designed to advance the public 
weal, 
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Mr. Trietch is a Republican on national issues, but in voting on local 
issues is rather independent, preferring to reserve his right to vote for the 
best man, regardless of party afliliations. Not only has he been diligent in 
his business, but he has found time to devote a good share of his energy to 
the public interest and has been prompt to lend his aid to any cause which 
promised better things for the community. Jl*or some time he served the 
township most effectively as a member of, the school board and his interest 
in educational matters was exerted very helpfully in advancing the interests 
of the schools in Monroe township. He has proved himself a good citizen 
during the years he has lived in that community. An excellent farmer, he 
has acquired a fair competence and is not disturbed by thoughts of the 
future. He has a kind word tor everybody and no one in the neighborhood 
is more popular than he. 


AMOS INICEHOLS: 


our generations of the Nichols family have added their part to the 


development of Putnam county, and no history of this county would be 


complete without fitting reference to the life and work of the gentleman 
whose name at the head of this biographical sketch, stands as a typical rep- 
resentative of the family in this section of the state. 

Amos Nichols was born in Union township, Putnam county, Ohio, 
October 7, 1850, the son of [edward and Margaret (Irwin) Nichols, the 
former of whom was born in Licking county, Ohio, in the year 1823, the 
son of Joseph and Hanna (Brown) Nichols, and the latter of whom was 
the daughter of Josiah Kennedy Irwin, one of the early settlers of this 
county. 

Joseph Nichols was born in 1790, in Virginia, but early in his life 
left the Old Dominion and came to Olio, locating in Licking county, where 
his son Itdward was born, migrating to Putnam county when this son was 
quite young, and settling in Union township. This was about the year 1834, 
which makes Joseph Nichols one of the earliest settlers of that part of 
the county. At that time all that portion of the county was heavily timbered 
and it was no small task for the pioncer Nichols to clear the farm which he 
had undertaken to reclaim from the wilderness. Tle entered from the gov- 
ernment a tract of one hundred and. sixty acres, which, in time, he  sue- 


ceeded in clearing and which he gradually brought to a high state of culti- 
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vation. Joseph Nichols took a prominent part in the early social and civic 
activities of the pioneers and became, by force of character, one of the leaders 
in the community life of the time. Ilere he and his good wife spent the 
rest of their lives, the death of the former occurring in 1861. 

It was amid these pioneer conditions that I¢dward Nichols grew to 
manhood’s estate, receiving such meager education as the schools of that 
period offered the youth, and, under the careful attention of his parents, 
he acquired a full knowledge of the needs of the life of a farmer, which 
vocation he had decided to follow. He married Margaret Irwin, whose 
parents also were pioneers of that section, and continued to farm the home 
place until his death at the early age of thirty-nine. His wife, who was 
born in Fairfield county, Ohio, February 23, 1818, survived him many 
years, her death not occurring until the year 1893. [Further details of the 
genealogy of Mrs. Nichols may be found in the biographical sketch of her 
brother, Ben Irwin, presented elsewhere in this volume. 

To Edward and Margaret (Irwin) Nichols nine children were born, 
as follow: Mrs. Martha Holt, of Columbus Grove, Ohio; Mrs. Lucinda 
Rimer, of Columbus Grove; Joseph, who lives in Paulding county, Ohio; 
Sarah Ann, who married J. C. Best and lives in Union township, this 
‘county; Amos, the immediate subject of this biographical sketch; Mrs. Hettie 
Martin, who lives near Dundee, Michigan; [Xdward, who died at the age 
of four; Mrs. I*lizabeth Jane Anderson, who lives at Marion, Indiana, and 
Mrs. Hannah Spratt, who lives at Weston, Ohio. 

Amos Nichols grew to manhood on the parental farm, receiving his 
schooling in the district schools, and on January 25, 1872, married Martha 
[ellen Hayden, who was born in Sugar Creek township, this county, on 
May 22, 1854, the daughter of Nathaniel and Eliza (Brothers) Hayden, 
pioneers of this county. 

To the union of Amos and Martha Tllen (Hayden) Nichols, eleven 
children were born, as follow: Lucinda, who married P. W. Shane, of 
lima, Ohio, to which union there were born twelve children, [lmer, Blanche, 
Lizzie, Gladys, Agnes, Pearl, Grace, Dallas, Fdith, Stanley, Iernest and 
another, the latter three of whom died in infaney; Clarke, who is a farmer 
living in Allen county, Ohio, married TEelizabeth Rumel and has no. chil- 
dren; Alvin, married Belle Jane Logan and lives at Alberta, Canada, and 
has no children; Mina May married Charles Benroth, of Columbus Grove, 
this county, and has six ehildren, Leshe, Mlorence, Carrie, Clyde, Fay and 
Zens; Gilbert Lewis, who also lives in Alberta, was married, but his wife died, 
leaving him with three children, Martha, Alfred and Clarence; Elannah, 
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who died January 10, 1909, married George D. McCombs, an Allen county 
farmer, and had one child, a son, Ienneth; Grover, a Union township farmer, 
married Carrie Roberts and has four children, Carl Maxwell, Helen Lucille, 
Paul ltugene and Orin; Edward, a Jackson township farmer, married Min- 
nie Kneuve and has three children, {dna Martha, Kermit and Jerome; John 
kImer, who also lives in Alberta, married Cuba Swartzkopf and has one 
child, a daughter, Evelyn; Ethel, who died on June 11, 1914, married James 
McKenna, a Pleasant township farmer, and had two children, Muriel and 
Zelma; Hazel, died (Aprili28, 1914. 

It was in the fall of 1872, following his marriage, that Amos Nichols 
moved to the farm on which he now lives and there he reared his large 
family and provided a comtortable competence for his declining years. 
Though still living on the farm, he has practically retired from the active 
work of the same, giving the management of the farm oyer to his son 
Grover, who lives on a portion of the home place. During his life of activ- 
ity in the community in which he was born, Amos Nichols has become one 
of the leaders in that section. He is one of the local leaders of the Demo- 
cratic party and served his township for one term as assessor and for many 
years has been a school director in his district. He is a man of genial dis- 
position and high character, and he and his wife ever have been counted 
among the leaders in the good works of their community, both being very 
popular in the circle in which they move. They have a fine farm on an 
excellent location and are among the substantial citizens of that township. 


HENRY KREINBRINK. 


One of the many excellent farmers of Putnam county, Ohio, of German 
descent, is Henry Wreimbrink, who was born at Glandorf, this county, and has 
made this his home for the past forty-eight years. Ile was reared in this 
county and after his marriage settled down to the life of a farmer, and now 
has a well-improved farm with a good home, where he and his family are 
surrounded with all the comforts and conveniences of life. 

[lenry Wrembrink, the son of Rudolph and llizabeth (Gosling) Krein- 
brink, was born on March 12, 1867, at Glandorf, Putnam county, Ohio. [is 
father was a native of Germany, his birth occurring at Osnabruck, |lanover, 
Germany, on December 24, 1857) he was a son of John Kreinbrink, who came 
to. America when Rudolph was about ten years of age. John INreinbrink and 


, oe. Teen. 8 PP 
iis Ty tel 
live wile 






















id! 


UU ey 09" mA we beady fy 





nol, fis lett. ss ich SUR Seen: woes. top 

1 qidemaot pyr) © 79) poe Aisi Ale tye if ality 
\ dole bt iowa ae vfs) Me ) teats aerated 
Labrie roerst spi esintode Bhogal ial | wy py yok LO) bay 
-greemiyo | does Hear vi agra ‘sci a Oe sito ~~ eal : 



















an iin ar nefits.) botabay RS Hod. eovkt : 

nein EL LF on sto Lindy eae dattial pall as yh! 

sinuelt sii bits Curr yen dots, Te, gt ed anal ou | 
: pe 41 OL Be ae 





Yi. 2omns. isle agar “ct ait wou te 1) 
zidibatagt oth, onatld Hyer 2 ay FAL! ont int, 
, giinilowb, 2td “qo poitataqrne? | 


+ gay tiga bot, vile Sty GRY ‘eptl ‘oh tate tes 
Ad on tous atiet ort) tor Tetorlos, penne” yy “gabrig 7 
ti) aeebegerit sont greroel O11 lo iisep Feonre ona cowpbiyee 
ak eassl eboskat'r zonih Beate ae hd, shut ie jain enEOING) ovlt | 
if ody to eaghsal te nob odd Yo 2b et ght rantoge ‘gold vie aha ‘oul ito. 
pageded BS’ fen comet sao Od iste OY ae! hairiee Iexayrt Br ae) 
Isic to cent 5 Ae) ae Aphutat th ard ii | 1b PMA wi ig wes end rsd 
soo sraK | aye war pieL. etl ives on bas er sored bie. moiuivon 
) aperiatl dace EMCI? sioHlt $0 wiles ts fhog gdh tia prubaot: gt ‘an me 
eee ae saith aouibae oloiiay ona cat bsnl 


no anithd th, 6 CAT Lae 
orweor dirt bo pesedeta | bank (Hei pale, sey pions ons brian roa MR sisouiinl 

























ou oe 


s le 





Fiat 4 













6 tt Bei" 








opel de lnm fermastine Rone 


AVA AAA CAV: seisial 













mv) boa onto’ spain! feseette Loo @ eronivint wot mee eee od wou S| 
L doieg Yao githt reba. ay iniod ABW sadinn «a et eb i alt 
j ix! howe ane si aie oe tehatae: eet denny ne hai 


yar iets Re LL ae fs, Ye niki arty ia) wid ee ont 
5 ac eid ‘tut a ood as | sa 


inl ie) ast o bas te 








PUTNAM COUNTY, OHIO. 583 


his family lived in Cincinnati for a time and then removed to Putnam county, 
Ohio, locating in Glandorf, where Rudolph was reared to manhood and mar- 
ried Elizabeth Gosling, who was born at Clarholz, Prussia. Her father died 
there and her mother later married Anton Brokamp, and then she came to 
America at the age ofiten with her mother and stepfather, and located west of 
Glandorf along the l*indlay, Fort Wayne & Western Railway. _ 

Rudolph Kreinbrink and his wife, Elizabeth Gosling, bought a farm four 
miles north of Glandorf, and here made their home the remainder of their 
lives. Mr. Kreinbrink had a farm of one hundred and ninety-three acres, 
which he improved and brought to a high state of cultivation. He died on 
April 13, 1895, and his widow passed away on [February 2, 1913. WRudolph 
KXreinbrink and wife were the parents of twelve children, of whom three sons 
and one daughter died in infancy. ‘There are five sons and three daughters 
living: glenatius, ad hyesia, the ayite of Barney Brown ;, Anna, the wife of 
John Weis; Henry, a farmer of Liberty township; Philomena, a sister in the 
Lorraine hospital; Joseph, Theodore and Louis. 

Henry Kreinbrink was reared on his father’s farm and received such 
education as was given in the schools of his neighborhood. After his mar- 
niage he bought a farm of eighty-nine acres, just west of West Leipsic, and 
has made this his home ever since. [le remodeled the house and had _ it 
equipped with all the modern conveniences in order to make life more pleas- 
ant. He has engaged in general farming and stock-raising, and with that 
success which always attends the thrifty German farmer of this county. 

Mr. WKrembrink was married on June 1, 1892, to Mary Meyer, who was 
born south of Glandorf, in this county, and who is a daughter of George B. 
and Anna Mary (Moening) Meyer. Her father was a native of Germany, 
born in Glandorf, Hanover, on August 26, 1833. He was not more than one 
year old when his parents came to America and located southwest of Glan- 
dorf, in Putnam county. Mr. Meyers settled in the dense woods and they 
had to clear the land, built their cabin and endured all the toil and privations 
of pioneer life. Anna Mary Moening, the mother of Mrs. Kreinbrink, was a 
sister of Tlenry Moening, whose history elsewhere in this volume gives an 
account of the Moening family, George B. Meyer farmed all of his life 
northwest of Glandorf and was the owner of a good farm. He died on 
September £7, 1900, and his widow passed away March 6, 1912. Eleven 
children were born to George B. Meyer and wife, two of whom died at the 
age of three, one at the age of nine, and Catherine, who was the wife of 
Prank Warhoff, died at the age of twenty. Seven children are still living: 


J. Henry, Theodore, Joseph, Plerman, Anna Mary, rank and lélizabeth, the 
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wife of Joseph Kleman. The sketch of J. Henry Meyer, elsewhere in this 
work, gives more of the Meyer family history. 

Ilenry Ireimbrink and wife are the parents of nine children living and 
one deceased. Mary died in 1900 at the age of fourteen months, while the 
other living children are as follow: [flizabeth, Ana, John, August, lerdi- 
nand, Rosa, Clara, Alphonse and Vincent. All of these children are still single 
except [lizabeth, who 1s the wife of Louis Kleman, and who lives on the 
Henry Moening farm near Glandorf. They have one son, Victor. Mr. 
IXreinbrink and his family are all loyal members of the Catholic church and 
liberal supporters of its various activities. 


THEODORE VERHOFF. 


Descended from honored ancestry and himself numbered among the 
leading residents of Putnam county, Ohio, the subject of this review 1s 
worthy of specific recognition. in a work of this character. Jesiding in 
this county for so many years has but strengthened his hold on public opinion, 
and today none in this community enjoys a larger circle of warm friends 
and acquaintances, who esteem him because of his sterling qualities of 
character and business ability. 

Theodore Verhoff was born in Ottawa township, Putnam county, Ohio, 
June 17, 1838, and is the son of Francis and Mary (Kramer) Verhoftt. 
The subject’s grandparents, on the father’s side, were born, lived and died 
in Germany, but on the mother’s side, Theodore and Gertrude ( Veraking ) 
Kramer, who were married in Germany, and resided there many years, came 
to this country when the elder Kramer was about fifty years of age. They 
settled on a farm in Putnam county, Ohio, and to them were born six 
children, William, Henry, Catherine, Christina and Mary, all of whom are 
now deceased, except I*rederick, who is the surviving one. 

Irrancis Verhoff, father of Theodore Verhoff, was born in Westphalia, 
Prussia, and came to America in 1836 by himself and settled near Glandorf, 
Putnam county, Ohio, on a small farm, the original tract consisting of 
twenty six acres. Ilaving learned the blacksmithing trade, and realizing 
the necessity for such a business in his community, it is interesting to record 
that he was the proprietor of the first blacksmith shop in this county. ‘This 
was operated in connection with his farm for many years and bore a repu- 
tation for first-class workmanship. 
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About the year 1837, Francis Verhoff and Mary Kramer were joined 
in matrimony, and resided on the farm belonging to the former. To them 
were born eleven children, Theodore, Gertrude, Christina, Catherine, Mary 
Ann, I’rank, Henry, William (now deceased), Charles, William and I lor- 
entine. The father of these children, prior to his death in 1863, had acquired 
a full section of land. With the assistance of the sons, the greater portion 
of this tract was cleared and properly prepared for miscellaneous farming 
and the raising of stock. This farm is pointed to with great pride by the 
descendants. Mr. Verhoff, being one of the pioneer settlers of Putnam 
county, came here shortly after the founding of the town of Glandorf by 
Professor Horstman, a native of Germany. The wife and mother lived 
until the year rgor, during which year she was called by the Master of 
Destiny and was laid away with the father. It may be well said that they 
were loyal and practical members of the Roman Catholic church, attending 
st. John’s church, at Glandorf. They left behind them enviable reputa- 
tions for good citizenship and set their children a good example of true 
christian life. 

Theodore Verhoff, the subject of this review, received a good common 
school education. Ile was a man of keen observation and devoted himself 
to farming and stock-raising with a decided degree of success. He was 
married on June 18, 1861, to Elizabeth Egbers, who, at that time, was just 
twenty years of age, and who was the daughter of Theodore Egbers and 
wife. Having decided to reside on a portion of the large farm bequeathed 
to the children of I*rancis Verhoff, they located on seventy-eight acres in 
sections 9 and 16, Greensburg township, and which was put to use in the 
usual course of farming. To Theodore Verhoff and wife were born twelve 
children, and they are enumerated, in the order of their birth dates, as fol- 
low: I’rank J., June 22, 1864; William F., August 22, 1866: Barney Henry, 
July 22, 1869; John Theodore, April 6, 1870; Joseph Charles, March 15, 
1873; John Barney, April 15, 1875; August George, February 5, 1877; 
Alloisa Albert, I*ebruary 18, 1883; Mary Elizabeth, April 13, 1862 (now 
deceased) ; Mary Ann, March 4, 1863; Amelia Helena, June 21, 1879; Mary 
Regina, Itebruary 24, 1881. Marriages of these children have taken place 
as follow: John Frank to Elizabeth THamberg, who have a family of eight 
children; William I. to Agnes Lemper, to whom there have been bern seven 
children; Barney Henry to Elizabeth Gerdeman, who have two children: 
John Theodore to Catherine Brinkman, who have four living children and 
one deceased; Charles Joseph to Amelia Schroeder, with one child: Jolin 
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Westbeld, who have two children; Amelia Hfelena to Barney Siefker, who 
have six children; Alloisa Albert to Veronica Schmiedebusch, who have two 
children. Mary Ann, up to this writing, is recorded as single, as is also 
Mary kegina. All are residents of Putnam county. 

Mr. Verhoff, observing that his youngest son, Alloisa, took such a keen 
interest in the farm and in the raising of blooded stock, he appointed him 
to the management of his farm, son after his marriage to Veronica 
Schmiedebusch. This marriage occurred on June 6, 1911, and the wife 
was one of the large family of Frank and Gertrude Schmiedebusch, natives 


of Putnam county, and who are engaged in farming. Besides the daughter 


named, they are blessed with eight other children, Emma, Gertrude, Syl- 
vester, Laura, Clara,’ Kdward, Charles and, Krank: ».Alloisa and: Veronica 
are now the proud possessors of two children, Gertrude [hzabeth, born on 
May 8, 1912, and Cornelius Itrank Theodore, born on September 30, 1913. 

In the management of the farm, and practically the entire responsibility 
for its success ultimately resting upon the son, .\loisa, it should be recorded 
that it is one of the best-managed stock and general-purpose farms in this 


section of the country. Particular attention is given to the breeding of 


Holstein cattle, Poland-China hogs, Belgian horses, ete. Vhe farm build- 
ings, commodious and comfortable, are kept in first-class condition and 
everything clearly indicated an industrious and business-like management. 
Greatveredit 1s “due” Alloisa” Verhofi andin appreciation. of ,his. efforts in 
behalf of the place, a short time before his marriage, his father bequeathed 
the farm to him, reserving a life interest in it. 

Theodore Verhoff, whose wife died on March 20, 1905, is, despite his 
age, a remarkably bright. and active man mentally. It is indeed interesting 
to hear this pioneer settler’s anecdotes of early days, besides observing his 
keen interest in public affairs. Mr. Verhoff served on the local school board 
for many years, taking an active and aggressive part in everything looking 
toward the advancement of the young folks. He was a firm believer in the 
principles of Democracy. He is a member of St. John’s Catholic church, 


of Glandorf, Ohio, to which he contributes liberally, according to his means. 


Mr. Verhotf enjoys a large circle of friends and companions, and, because 


of his high personal standing, 1s popular throughout the community, being 


numbered among Putnam’s county’s most enterprising and progressive citi- 
zens. 

Alloisa bought fifty acres of land in section 9, adjoining the home 
place, a year before his marriage, and devotes a part of his time to its culti- 
vation and improvement. 
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TUN OAIN IS LOGAN. 


Among the public men of Putnam county, Ohio, men who have given 
of the best of their services through a long period of years, unselfishly and 
devotedly, to the public interest, few are better known or more deservedly 
popular than County Commissioner Frank Logan, a brief and modest biog- 
raphy of whom it is a pleasure for the historian to present at this point in 
this comprehensive and illuminating history of Putnam county. Ly gradual 
degrees, Mr. Logan has come to his present eminence in county affairs, his 
long training in the public service having equipped him, as few men in the 
public hte of the county have been equipped, for the exacting duties of 
thenotficeto..which, he wascalled’ by the, people at the ‘last ‘electron! ** For 
twenty years a justice of the peace of Union township; for five terms as 
assessor in the same township; president of the school board for twenty 
years past, and land appraiser, there are few men who have had better train- 
ing for public service than has he, a fact which the voters of the county 
appreciated when they placed him on the board of county commissioners, 
the most important executive department of the county government, and 
to which he has brought well-trained ability and soundness of judgment, 
together with a thorough knowledge of public affairs and the best needs 
of the commonwealth, which ought to prove most serviceable to the people 
of the county and to the administration of their common business affairs. 
Faithful to the public trusts to which he frequently has been called and dili- 
gent in his own business, Mr. Logan has brought to the office of county 
commissioner a ripe experience of affairs and a devotion to the public weal, 
which his friends are quite sure will redound greatly to the benefit of the 
whole people of the county. 

Itrank Logan was born in Monroe township, .\llen county, Ohio, March 
31, 1858,.son of Israel 5S. and Maria (Cowen) Logan, and has spent his 
whole life in this section of the state, with the public affairs of which and 
with the needs of which he is thoroughly acquainted. 

Israel Logan, father of [rank Logan, was born in Tuscarawas county, 
Ohio, June 1, 1834, the son of Joseph Logan and wife, the former of whom 
was a native of Pennsylvania and the latter a native of Ohio. 

Joseph Logan, father of Israel, was born in Allegheny county, Penn- 
sylvama, his father, Joseph Logan, Sr., having been a native of Vannangoe 
county, same state, who settled in Allegheny county, where he became one 


of the county’s most substantial farmers and useful citizens. Joseph, Jr, 
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grew up in Allegheny county and married there, later moving to Tuscarawas 
county, Ohio, where his son Israel was born, and still later, at the time Israel 
was two years of age, moving to Putnam county, locating in Sugar Creek 
township, where he died in 1841, when Israel was seven years of age. At 
the death of his father, Israel was taken into the home of the Clevenger 
family in Sugar Grove township, where he was carefully reared and where 
he learned the essential principles of farming, a vocation which he followed 
all his life. He remained in the Clevenger home until he attained his major- 
ity, after which he obtained a position as driver of an overland wagon, a 
“prairie schooner,’ on a wagon train bound for western lowa. This was 
in the year 1855 and he remained in the West for a time, but upon being 
seized with a severe attack of mountain fever, decided to return to his Ohio 
home. <\s soon as he was able to travel he came back to Putnam county and 
on January 7, 1857, was united 1n marriage with Miss Maria Cowan, a native 
of Columbus, Ohio, who had come to Walida, this county, from Columbus 
with her mother, following the death of her father and who grew to woman- 
hood in this county. After their marriage, Israel Logan and his wife lived 
for a time in Monroe township, Allen county, Ohio, but the next year, in 
April, 1858, returned to Putnam county and located on a farm of forty 
acres in Union township. This farm was mostly wild and wooded, only a 
portion of it having been cleared, and he presently brought it to a state of 
cultivation, after which he traded it for another farm, and in the next twenty 
years making several such trades, all of which proved advantageous to him. 
In 1878 he moved to Henry county, Ohio, where he bought a farm which 
he operated until about eight years ago, at which time he retired from the 
active management of the farm and has since lived a retired and comfort- 
bael hfe, he and Mrs. Logan making their home with their son Finley on 
the home farm. 

To Israel and Maria (Cowan) Logan were born seven children, all of 
whom, save one, are still living, the sixth child, Kemerer, having died in 
infancy, the survivors being I'rank, the immediate subject of this sketch; 
Toward, a farmer and stock buyer of Allen county, Ohio; Tinley, who 
manages the home place in Allen county, living with his parents; Americus 
V., of this county, and his twin sister, Mrs. Alice Rayle, who lives in TTenry 
county, Ohio, and John, who lives in Billings, Montana. 

Prank Logan grew to manhood in Union township, this county, was 
studious in his attention to his school duties in his youth and at the same 
time learned all there was to know about the life of a farmer, he having 
determined to follow the agricultural vocation as a life work. For twenty- 
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three years in the period of his lifetime he taught school in Union town- 
ship; farming during the summer seasons, and on April 7, 1881, was 
united in marriage with Miss Maggie It. Boxwell, who was born in Derry 
township, this county, March 22, 1860, the daughter of Joseph N. and 
Adeline (Meyers) Boxwell, well-known residents of that township, the 
former of whom was a native of Maryland and the latter a native of Penn- 
sylvania. 

After their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Logan located on a farm in Union 
township and remained on that place until the year 1888, in which year 
they bought their present home farm in the same township, and here they 
have lived ever since, having been quite successful in the management and 
operation of the same. In addition to this home place, Mr. Logan owns two 
other farms, having one hundred and ninety-six acres in all, one hundred 
and twenty-nine acres in Union township and sixty-six and one-half acres in 
Sugar Creek township. 

To the union of Frank and Maggie I. (Boxwell) Logan, five children 
have been born: . Eva. A., born August 11, 1882, married Amos. Jones, a 
farmer of Sugar Creek township, this county, and has one child, Genevieve; 
Joseph Ifranklin, born May 31, 1887, a Union township farmer, who mar- 
ried Naonn [ruchey and has two children, Margaret and Richard; Alice 
May, born May 11, 1889, married John T. Thomas, a Union township 
farmer, and has one child, Franklin David; William Lloyd Garrison, born 
November 26, 1892, and Lois Margauerite, born April 21, 1900, the latter two 
living at home with their parents, very popular young people, who help 
their father and mother in extending the generous hospitalities of the 
Logan home. 

In addition to giving prudent attention to the personal considerations 
of his farm, Mr. Logan, as stated in the introduction to this biography, has 
found time for much public service, his interest in and devotion to the com- 
mon weal having prompted him to accept several offices of trust and re- 
sponsibility, in the admimistration of the affairs of which offices he always 
has had an eye single to the public good and has given much satisfaction to 
his local constituency. In his twenty years’ service as justice of the peace, 
his wise counsels often have averted expensive and unnecessary litigation 
among neighbors and the judgments of his court rarely have been questioned 
to the point of taking an appeal to a higher court. In the office of land 
appraiser and as assessor of his township for five terms, he, likewise, has 
served the public faithfully and avell, and in twenty years of service as 


president of the local school board he has brought the schools of Union 
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township to a state of excellence second to none in the comity, a measure 
of service for which the people of that township are ever grateful and which 
has been appreciated there accordingly. In view oi all this unselfish devo- 
tion to the public welfare, it was taken for granted when he received the 
nomination for county commissioner from his district at the last Democratic 
county convention, that he would be elected and this conclusion was amply 
verified when the returns came in, his period of othce beginning with the 
beptember tern: of the board, in 1915. 

In church work, Mr. Logan has proved Ins ability for service, both he 
and Mrs. Logan being devoted and influential members of the Maple Grove 
Christian church, the congregation of which Mr. Logan long has served as 
trustee and clerk as well as having been closely identified with the work of 
the Sunday school. Mr. and Mrs. Logan and their family are very popu- 
lar in their neighborhood, their activity in all local good works having 
endeared them to all in that part of the county, and they are very properly 
regarded as amone the leaders in all movements having the general welfare 
in consideration. By keen executive perception and careful attention to 
the details of is business, Mr. Logan has accumulated a fair share of this 
world’s goods and has a fine farm anda pleasant home. Tle is deeply inter- 
ested in progressive up-to-date methods of farming and ever is seeking to 
elevate the standard of farming in his locality, at the same time being a con- 
sistent “booster” for all proper township improvements. Tle is a man of 
sterling character, a friend of all and “oneeia friend, always a friend,” 
and has been an undoubted factor for great good in his community, his in- 
fluence extending. beyond the mere local confines of his township. A lover 
of the truth, he has no use for anyone who is not sincere and is a foe of all 
shams, 1n whatever guise they may appear. 


CLYDE MLE TG ik. 


Perseverance and sterling worth are almost always sure to win con- 
spicuous recognition in any locality. Clyde M. Vletcher has been a resident 
of Putnam county, Ohio, for several years, and his career is a splendid 
example of the successful, self-made man, who not only deserves the conti- 
dence reposed in him by his neighbors, but who also possesses the necessary 


energy and integrity fitting him to discharge the duties of a private citizen. 
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Ile is a man of vigorous mentality and strong moral fiber and has made a 
signal success. 

Clyde M. Iletcher was born in 1881 in dfancock county, Ohio, and ts 
a son of Victor and Annetta (Orrem) l*leteher. He was fifteen years of 
age when his parents moved to near Melrose, Paulding county, Ohio, and 
in 188g moved to Continental, where they still reside. 

In 1907 Mr. I*letcher married I*lla S. Beard, the daughter of John Beard. 
In 1908 he and his wife removed to a farm belonging to Mrs. I*letcher’s 
father, where they have since liyed. Mr. I‘letcher is engaged in general 
farming, and is also a handy man at several trades, including that of paper 
hanging, painting, ete. 

Victor’ Mleteher,: theafather,,of cLlyde M.. Fletcher, was’ born, May’ 5; 
1852, in Hancock county, Ohio, the son of Charles and Catherine (Brown) 
I‘letcher. Charles Fletcher was. born in 1810 in Adams county, Pennsyl- 
vania, near Gettysburg, while his wife, Catherine Brown, was born in Stark 
county, Ohio, in 1828, and was first married to Philander Emerson. She 
came with him to Hancock county, Ohio, where he entered government land, 
and here his death occurred. Charles Iletcher was first married to Jane 
Boyd, and moved to Hancock county about 1833. He was a lifelong farmer, 
and after the death of his first wife, he married Mrs. Emerson, and they 
spent the remainder of their lives on the farm. Victor Fletcher grew up 
on the farm m Hancock county. He was married on October 4, 1878, to 
Annetta Orrem, who was born in 1855, in Hancock county, Ohio, and was 
a daughter of Henry Y. and Hester (Young) Orrem. Henry Y. Orrem 
was born in Knox county, Ohio, and was a son of Samuel and Rhoda Ann 
(Young) Orrem. It is believed that the Orrem family is of Spanish descent. 
When Annetta Orrem was a young woman, her parents moved to about 
three miles southeast of Leipsic, and later moved to Leipsic, where she 
lived when she married Mr. Fletcher. 

In the spring following his marriage, Victor I*letcher moved to Hancock 
county, and lived there for about twelve years. Ife then moved to near 
Melrose, in Paulding county, and lived there until December, 1897, and 
finally moved to Continental, where he has since lived. 

Victor Iletcher and wife are the parents of seven children: Izora, the 
wife of Lemuel S. Rice, lives in Kalamazoo, Michigan; Clyde M., the 1mme- 
diate subject of this review; Henrietta, the wife of A. S. Saegers, and died 
at the birth of her second child; Jessie May, the wife of O. D. Zoll, lives in 
Cleveland, Ohio; Clarence Edward, who died at the age of ten years; I*‘lor- 


ence [dith, the twin sister of Clarence [¢., is the widow of Lewis Brown, 
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and lives with her father in Continental; Donna Marie, who died at the age 
of nineteen months. 
Mr. and Mrs. [letcher belong to the United Brethren church. 


HERMANSSCHUBERGT: 


The success of men in business, or in any vocation, depends upon 
‘character as well as upon knowledge. In every community some men are 
known by their upright lives, strong common sense and moral worth. Their 
neighbors respect. them, the younger generation heed their example and 
when they wrap the drapery of their couches about them and lie down to 
pleasant dreams, posterity listens with reverence to the story of their quiet 
and useful lives. Among such men of a past generation in Ohio was Herman 
Schubert, not only a progressive man of affairs, but successful in material 
pursuits and a man of modest and unassuming demeanor, a fine type of 
the reliable, self-made American, a friend to the poor, charitable to the 
faults of his neighbors and always active in support of laudable public en- 
terprises. The late Herman Schubert was proud of his residence in Put- 
nam county and the grand state of Ohio, and zealous for their progress and 
prosperity. He-was a man who, in every respect, merited the high esteem 
in which he was universally held. 

The late Herman Schubert was born on December 28, 1839, in Craw- 
ford county, Ohio, and died on December 31, 1914. Te was the son of 
John Casper and Christiana (Corfmann) Schubert, the former a native of 
Saxony, who came to America in 1833, and settled in Crawford county, 
where Herman Schubert was born. Christiana Schubert was a native of 
Saxony, also. Most of their children were born in the old country. .\fter 
coming to America, they lived in Crawford county for eight years, leaving 


there in 1841, and moving to Seneca county, Ohio. They lived here for a 


number of years. John Schubert was a farmer. He died in 1881, at the 
age of ninety years. [lis wife died about 1868. John Casper and Christiana 
Schubert had eight children, of whom Herman was next to the youngest. 
All of the children, with the exception of Mrs. Lucinda Meyers, who lives 
in Highland township, Dehance county, are deceased. They were Leander, 
Osmuth, Matilda, August, Malina, Herman and Sarah. 

Terman Schubert grew up in Seneca county, Ohio, and was married 
there on September 29, 1887, fo Susan Stahl, a native of Seneca county, 
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born in 1850, the daughter of Samuel and Sarah (Putnam) Stahl, natives 
of Pennsylvania and Wayne county, Ohio, respectively. Samuel. Stahl 
moved to Wyandot county, Ohio, when a lad. His wife moved to that | 
county when about ten years of age. Both grew up:in this county and lived 
there until 1857; when ‘they “nroved’ to Seneca ‘county;”“Ohio. “Here they 
spent their remaining days. Yo Mr. and Mrs. Herman Schubert, three 
children were born, Bertie C., who lives at home; Louis Herman, who died 
in infancy’; and ‘Stellayl., “whe? lives”at. hone: 

Shortly after his marriage, Herman Schubert moved to MacMinn 
county, Tennessee, near Athens, and lived here until 1901, coming to Put- 
nam county at that time.. He built a splendid residence in 1901, and owned 
one hundred and forty-four acres at the time of his death. Twenty-four 
acres of this land was covered by natural timber. It was all located in 
Putnam county. Herman Schubert was a life-long farmer, and during the 
last few years of his life, he made a specialty of thoroughbred Jersey cat- 
tle: 

Herman Schubert was not a member of any lodge, at the time of his 
death. At one time he belonged to the Grange and the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows. Two years before his marriage, he served as trustee in 
Defiance county,’ Ohio! He'wasva member of the Christian church, but was 
reared a Lutheran. Since there was no church in Putnam county, he joined 
the Methodist church at Sharon, Ohio, and was very active in Sunday 
school work. [le was a trustee of this church for a long time while living 
mn Putnam county, and was superintendent of the Sunday school while liv- 
ing im ‘Tennessee. Iferman Schubert was a splendid farmer, as his well- 
improved and carefully-kept farm shows. His eldest son and daughter live 
at home. | 


HENRY B. ROUHE: 


The Ruhe family has been represented in this county since the year 
1833, in which year the progenitor of Henry B. came to America, joining 
the large colony of Germans which settled in the Glandorf neighborhood, 
about that time. 

Henry B. Ruhe was born near the town of Glandorf, in Ottawa town- 
ship, Putnam county, Ohio, on June 8, 1881, the son of Henry \W. and 
Barbara (Iwoenig) Ruhe, the former.of whom was born in the same town- 
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ship in the year 1849, the son of Gerhardt Joseph and Mary Anna (Musing) 
Kuhe, both of whom were natives of Germany. Barbara Koenig was born 
in Liberty township, the daughter of Charles and Matilda (Ixastel) Koenig, 
both of whom were natives of Bavaria. 

Gerhardt Joseph Kuhe, the first of the name in this section of Ohio, 
was born in Saarbeck, Germany, on November 2, 1812, and died in this 
county on December 29, 1878, at the age of sixty-six years. Il*ollowing his 
marriage to Mary Anna Musing in the old country, he came to America 
and located on a farm in Ottawa township, this county, entering the same 
from the government at a time when the land thereabout was an unbroken 
wilderness, through which Indians and the wild creatures of the forest still 
roamed at will. The original tract entered by Mr. Kuhe was eighty acres. 
Upon clearing this and bringing it to a state of cultivation, he bought 
another eighty acres adjoming and there he spent the rest of his life, being 
numbered among the most progressive and influential men of that neighbor- 
hood in his day. : 

To Gerhardt Joseph and Mary Anna (Musing) Kuhe were born twelve 
children, of whom six grew to maturity, as follow: Barney, Mrs. Theresia 
Hinken, Mrs. Josephine Knueve, deceased; Henry \Wilham, Mrs. Katherine 
Wortkoetter and Anthony B. 

Henry William Ruhe grew to manhood on the paternal farm in Ottawa 
township, and on I*ebruary 7, 1877, was united in marriage with Barbara 
Koenig, the daughter of a pioneer family of Liberty township, her parents 
having come here early in the establishment of the German colony in the 
Glandorf section. To this union there were born eight children, as follow: 
Joseph, living in Pleasant township, who married Veronica Kicker and has 
five children, Clara, George, Wilham, Albert and Paul; Mary Anna, who 
married [lenry Aleman and lives northeast of Ottawa; Henry B., of whom 
this narrative immediately treats; John, who is unmarried and lives in Mis- 
sourl; Charles, living in Pleasant township, married I'mma Ricker and has 
one child, a son, Rudolph; Josephine, who married Joseph Wleman, of 
Pleasant township, and has three children, Peter, Alexander and Sylvester ; 
Vheresia, who married John Segar and lives in Pleasant township, and losa, 
unmarried, who lives at home. 

The mother of the above children died on June 4, 1897, and on June 
20, 1898, Tlenry W. Ikuhe married, secondly, Mrs. Mary Anna (I*redericks) 
lortman, the widow of [lenry lFortman, and to this union there were born two 
children, Maria “Anna, who married Isaac McDowell and lives in the town 
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of Continental, this county, and a son, who died in early infancy. Henry 
W. ikuhe is still living on the farm on which he was born in Ottawa town- 
ship, the farm which his grandfather entered from the government. 

Henry B. Ruhe was reared on his father’s farm in Ottawa township, 
receiving such scholastic advantages as the schools of his, neighborhood 
olfered, and there he grew to manhood, being carefully trained in the ways 
of farming. On May 1, 1906, he was united in marriage with Johanna 
Bensman, who also was born in Ottawa township, and two days later moved 
onto the farm on which they are now living in Monroe township, this county, 
four and one-half miles northwest of the town of Continental. 

Johanna Bensman is the daughter of George and Anna Mary ( Heising) 
Bensman, both of whom were born in the Glandorf neighborhood in Ottawa 
township, members of pioneer families of that section. George Bensman 
was born in 1851 and died on May 6, 1892, and his wife was born on June 
24, 1852, and died on November 28, 1891. Mr. Bensman was reared a 
farmer and remained on the home farm until he attained manhood, when 
he moved to Greensburg, where he bought a farm and spent the rest of his 
life there. Mrs. Ruhe grew to womanhood in Greensburg township and after 
the death of her parents made her home with the famuly of -Andrew Gerde- 
man, where she remained until her marriage. Her parents had four chil- 
dren besides herself, as follow: Mrs. Mary Swigart, of Perry township, this 
county; Mrs. Veronica Barlarger, of Greensburg township; Wilham, who 
also lives in Greensburg township, and one who died in infancy. 

To Henry B. and Johanna (Bensman) Ruhe have been born three 
children, Alexander, Marcella and Lucinda, lively young people, who make 
merry the pleasant home of their devoted parents. 

Upon acquiring his farm in 1906, Mr. Ruhe faced the considerable 
task of clearing the larger part of it ready for cultivation. This, however, 
he has accomplished and it all is cleared with the exception of about three 
acres of woodland which he has retained. He has drained and fenced the 
place in an excellent manner. Tle built his home in 1906 and built a new 
barn in 1914. Ile is a farmer of progressive ideas and these are reflected 
i the general appointments of his farm, which is one of the best-kept places 
in his neighborhood, 

Mr. and Mrs. Ruhe and their family are members of the Catholic 
church at Continental and are devoted supporters of the best interests of 
the parish. Mr. Ruhe is a Democrat and takes a good citizen's interest in 


politics, being a strong supporter of all measures designed to advance the 
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cause of good government. Tle has never been included in the office-seeking 
class, however, being content to devote his best endeavors to his well-kept 
farm and to the comfort and happiness.of his fanuly. He is a man of 
pleasing reserve of manner, industrious and thrifty, a good farmer and a 
credit to the citizenship of Monroe township, an indulgent father, a kind 
husband and an excellent neighbor, well liked and popular throughout that 
whole section of the county. : 


PRANKLIN GRANT. 


A great French statesman once asked James Russell Lowell how long 
this republic could endure, and he replied, “So long as America is true to 
the principles of her founders.” Nothing but high civic and political ideals 
heroically contended for, can hold our beloved republic on its upward way. 
“\WWhere there 1s no vision, the people perish; but he that keepeth the law, 
happy is he.” To preserve this vision fresh and untarnished is the mission 
of all good citizens, a noble volunteer band whose call transcends all nar- 
row sectional boundaries and geographical divisions. The clock has struck 
the hour so earnestly longed for by Christopher Gadsen when there shall 
be “no ltast or West nor North or South, but all of us Americans.” 

America is in the making. The blending of her various peoples into 
one homogeneous whole, to work out the vast problems of civilization both 
for herself, and the entire world, 1s the. immediate task before us. The 
descendants of the original settlers will be expected to stand foremost among 
the many, in projecting the activities of the future. There are many descend- 
ants of this country’s original settlers who are counted among the leaders 
in the social and civic hfe of Putnam county, among whom is the gen- 
tleman whose name is noted above, and the biographer finds pleasure in 
asking the attention of the reader to a few points relating to his honorable 
ancestry and to his part in the affairs of this county and the township, in 
which his family so long have been leaders. 

leranklin Grant, one of the best-known farmers and most reputable citi- 
zens of Monroe township, Putnam county, was born in that township on leb- 
ruary 25, 1860, the son of John and Rebecea (Sanford) Grant, the former 
of whom was a native of Jefferson county, Ohio, born July ti, 822, and 
the latter of whom was a native of Sandusky county, Ohio. 

John Grant, who at the time of Ins death was the oldest: pioneer and 


farmer of Monroe township, was of Scottish descent. |lis grandfather, who 
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also was wanied) John, was a native of New Jersey, of old Colonial stock, 
who moved from New Jersey to Washington county, Pennsylvania, later 
coming to Ohio, where he settled in Starke county. There he underwent 
all the vicissitudes of frontier life, but eventually developed a tarm of one 
hundred and sixty acres from the forest, on which he passed the remainder 
of his life. Before leaving Washington county, Pennsylvania, he. had mar- 
ried a Miss Cosner, who, with him, died in the faith of the Presbyterian 
church. ‘the elder John Grant was a man of splendid physique and, like 
most powerfully-built men, possessed a kindly and admirable disposition. 
In politics he was a Jacksonian Democrat. 

David Grant, son of the elder John Grant, was reared a farmer in 
Washington county, Pennsylvania, and there married Kebecca Rape, to 
which union there were born eleven children, of whom only one now. sur- 
vives, the venerable Mrs..Narcissia Sherrard, who lives two miles west of 
l‘remontj: Ohio; at the. age of, eighty-three years. The other children of 
this union were: Mary .\., John, father of the immediate subject of this 
sketch; mijosephy ‘hlarmnet, (Dawid). Letitia; Iunice,. Kebecca, . Runie and 
Jerenuah. 

David Grant moved from Pennsylvania with his family into Ohio and 
resided for four years on a farm in Jefferson county, then moving to. San- 
dusky county, where he bought a farm of one hundred and sixty acres near 
I'remont, taking possession of it before an ax had been struck in the wilder- 
ness of woods which covered it. There he built a log cabin for the shelter 
of his family and entered upon the strenuous task of clearing the place for 
cultivation, eventually bringing forth a farm that was both productive and 
profitable. David Grant became one of the most prominent residents of 
Sandusky county, was a leader in the local politics of the Democratic party 
and a pillar in the Methodist church. Ele was one of the most prosperous 
men in his neighborhood and possessed a large influence in the direction 
of the affairs of the community. 

Amid pioneer conditions such as above described, John Grant, son of 
David, grew to manhood. Tle was a sturdy, vigorous youth and, in addi- 
tion to learning all the ways of the pioneer farmer's life, obtained an excel- 
lent rudimentary education in the schools that were started by subscription 
in that section. Tle early developed excellent business traits and in_ his 
young manhood made a good start dealing in live stock. On April 7, 1850, 
John Grant was united in marriage with Rebecea Sanford, who was born 
in Seneca county, Ohio, the daughter of John and Rebecca (Cassidy) San- 


ford, and in that year moved to Putnam county, locating on the farm on 
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which he spent the rest of his life, in Monroe township. At the time he 
settled there, there were but two spots in the entire township that had been 
cleared, and bear, deer and other game abounded, as well as wolves and 
panthers. lventually, amid all the privations of frontier life, he wrested 
from the forest a home that was one of the best in Putnam county in the 
later years of its owner’s life. . 

John Grant was a patriotic Unionist and, when the Civil War broke out, 
he volunteered in defense of the national flag, but his services were declined 
on account of disability. Tle was an ardent Republican and ever took a deep 
interest in the political affairs of Putnam county. He served his township 
faithfully and well in the capacity of township trustee and township supervisor 
and for nearly thirty years served as township treasurer. He and his wife 
were ardent members of the Methodist church and did very much toward the 
permanent establishment of that church in their neighborhood in the early 
days, being very generous contributors to all the causes which it represented. 
He donated the ground on which the Sharon church was built and contrib- 
uted five hundred dollars toward the erection of that church building. He 
was a man of fine and noble traits and was widely known throughout the 
county for his sterling character, honesty and sincerity of life. He was a 
good farmer and not only made a competence for himself, but was able to 
assist his children when the time came for them to make a start in life, and 
was generous in all his dealings with his fellow men. 

Yo John and Rebecca (Sanford) Grant were born ten children, two 
of whom died in infancy, the others being as follow: David, who died on 
December 13, 1910; John, who died on January 27, 1865; George, who died 
on March 8, 1861; lhranklin, the immediate subject of this biographical sketch ; 
Joseph, who lives at Armuchee, Georgia; Mrs. [¢lecta Pool, who died in 
1892; Mrs. Alice Pool, who died in 1894, and Lewis, who is living on the 
original home farm in Monroe township, Putnam county, and is known as 
one of the prosperous and progressive farmers of that neighborhood. The 
mother of the above children died on July 23, 1893, and John Grant married, 
secondly, on April r1, 1894, [hizabeth Jones, who died on January 2, 1913, 
without issue. John Grant died on February 15, 1915, at the age of ninety- 
two years, seven months and four days, having for many years done well 
his partin the upbulding of the community, of which he was so honored and 
respected a member. [or three years or more betore his death, he had been 
more or less retired from the active duties of the farm, his youngest son, 
Lewis, having taken over the management of the home place. 

lrranklin Grant was reared on the paternal farm and received a very good 
common school education near his early home, being thus fully qualifed with 
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the book learning necessary for the practical affairs of a business life, as far 
as it pertains to the successful prosecution of farming and the transactions 
connected therewith. Until his marriage in 1880, Mr. Grant remained on 
the home farm and after that happy event made his residence in Defance 
county, Ohio, where he remained for four years, at the end of which time 
he returned to Putnam county and settled on his present farm in Monroe 
township. Here he erected a fine dwelling, built-a good, substantial barn 
and suitable outbuildings, and otherwise improved it with thorough tiling 
and judicious cultivation, soon having one of the best moderate-sized farms 
in the township. This farm consists of a fraction over seventy-six acres, 
on which general farming is judiciously mixed with stock raising, Mr. Grant 
being an extensive breeder of hogs, the profit from which he finds one of the 
most remunerative phases of the farm life. He is a good tarmer and keeps 
his place in admirable condition, 

On December 26, 1880, Franklin Grant was united in marriage with 
Jannettie Thornton, who was born in Fayette county, Ohio, on May 22, 1862, 
a daughter of David and Sarah (lifer) Thornton, who spent their last days 
in the city of Ottawa, the death of the former occurring on June g, 1909, his 
wife having predeceased him in 1905. 

To Franklin and Jannettie (Thornton) Grant have been born eight chil- 
dren, as follow: Orpha V., who married Franklin Shubert and lives in 
Defiance county, Ohio; Lloyd I¢lmer, who lives in Michigan, married Vesta 
Reynolds and has four children, Homer, Ray, Theodore and lranklin; Inis 
Mabel, who married Leonard Wilpatrick, of Michigan, and has three chil- 
dren, Kaymond, Marie and Irene; I’dwin Harrison, a prosperous farmer in 
Paulding county, Ohio, who married Iva Gordon and has two children, 
Gladys and Athal Leverine; Otto Earl, who married Voe Ice and lives on the 
home farm with his parents; Chloe B., who married Lee Barringer, of I*os- 
toria, Ohio, and had two children, Bernard, and Donald, deceased; Lester, 
at home, and one child who died in infancy. 

Mr. Grant is a Republican and has always taken an active part in the 
campaigns of that party in Monroe township, his counsels being regarded as 
valuable by the party managers. [le was appointed trustee of Monroe town- 
ship in April, 1o14, and served since that time, During the existence of the 
Patrons of Tlusbandry in this section of the state, he was an earnest worker 
m that association of farmers and for a long time was master of his local 
grange. Mr. Grant and his wife are earnestly concerned in all movements 
looking to the advancement of conditions in the social and civie life of the 
community and are regarded as among the leaders in that: neighborhood, 
where they are both held in the highest esteem by all. 
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NET AN “CassirTeR Ey 


Iexamples that impress force of character upon all who study them, 
are worthy of record. By a few general observations may be conveyed some 
ideaiog the, charactemstics.and werthy career-of Nathan C.:Shirley, who is 
now living in Monroe township, Putnam county, Olio, having, through 
his industry and perseverance, accumulated a competency. He has pursued 
the even tenor of his way in a quiet and unostentatious manner, which 
never courts publicity, attending strictly to his own affairs, doing the right 
as he understands it, and keeping his conscience void of offense toward God 
and man. It is not a matter of wonderment that the elements of a sub- 
stantial and practical nature, which unite in his composition, should win him 
a conspicuous place in his community, when we learn that he comes of a 
sterling family, a family that believed, not only im keeping busy along 
legitimate lines of endeavor, but also in living up to the highest standaras 
of citizenship in every respect. 

Nathan C. Shirley was born on December 1, 1862, in Perry township, 
Putnam county, Ohio. He is the son of Philip and [Elizabeth (Prowant ) 
shirley. 

Philip Shirley was a native of Ross county, Ohio, born in lebruary, 
1820, and a son of Nathan and Mary (Minear) Shirley. Nathan Shirley 
was born in Burks county, Pennsylvania, in 1800, and left Pennsylvania, 
coming to Ohio during his boyhood days. His parents were Robert and 
Mary (Gilbert) Shirley, who were natives of. Pennsylvania, also. They 
settled in Ross county,. where they farmed, but later moved to Defiance 
county. Tle farmed in Ross county for a time and removed to Defiance with 
his family in 1825. After his marriage, he made a trip to New Orleans by 
Hatboat down the Mississippi river with flour, pork and shoes, and sold the 
outht and boat, returning to Portsmouth, Ohio, from here by horseback 
to his farm in Ross county. He was gone a long time, and waited for in- 
creases in the market prices of his commodities. The family made the trip 
with several other families in covered wagons to Defiance county during 
the Indian scare, and made use of the blockhouse at Defiance, Ohio, for a 
while. Nathan was captain of a military company at that place and served 
as drill master. Robert Shirley died in tS84o, in Defiance county, where he 
is buried, near the west terminal of the upper Auglaize bridge. Tlis wife 
died there also. At the time they first came to Defiance county, Robert 
Shirley and his family spent some time in the blockhouse at Defiance. The 
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fudians were not thoroughly pacified, and there was continual fear of up- 
rising. This caused much unrest among the settlers. Robert was among the 
early settlers, a brave and courageous man, who lent a willing hand im all 
the work of the little community. In his later years, Robert Shirley con- 
ducted a tavern at Defiance, Ohio. He was largely identified with the his- 
tory of the town, having been in charge of the canal at that poit.. He was 
a hard worker, a man of sterling character, and sitffered all the privations 
incident to the early pioneer life. Ile experienced many sorrows and also 
much happiness. 

Nathan Shirley was reared a farmer, and this he followed to his death, 
in 1871, at; Junction; Paukdingyjeounty,,Oliio.,, His: wife, died yabouyt,, 1850 
After her death, Nathan was, again .niaxried .to, a wadow,;, Mrs; Hankins, 
who survived him a number of years, and died in 1885. Nathan also experi- 
ence the hardships of pioneer hfe, and did his share for the uplift of the 
county. Philip Shirley, the father of the subject, grew up in Defiance county, 
heing only five years old when he was brought to the county with his 
parents. Ele grew up on the homestead farm, and located at the Power dam, 
where his father, Nathan, owned two farms. He married [ilzabeth Prow- 
ant, daughter of Christian and Catherine (Gable) Prowant, who was born 
in Wayne county, Ohio, and who came with her parents to. Putnam county 
about 1834, where she grew to womanhood and married. She was born 
on June 5, 1829, and died on lrebruary 13, 1914, at the age of eighty-four 
years, elght months and eight days. Philip Shirley came to Putnam county, 
Ohio, and settled in Perry township, about 1847, and was married in 1848. 
He died in Dupont, Ohio, March 29, igo1, at the age of eighty-one years, 
one month and twenty-four days. Originally, Philip Shirley owned a farm, 
-upon which the town of Dupont is now situated. 

The seven children born to Philp and [elizabeth (Prowant) Shirley 
were as follow: Mary C.; Clara. M.,. who. is. Mrs. Remus R. Brown, of 
DeKalb county, Indiana; Anna Ie., later Mrs. Thomas Conkle, who died 
in 18go; Nathan C., the subject of this sketch; Nancy R., now Mrs. Oscar 
Lamont, of Belmore, Ohio, whose husband is the Cincinnati, Hamilton & 
Dayton railroad agent at that place; Alice D., now Mrs. George Lafferty, 
of Edmore, Michigan; Jennie C., who is now Mrs. George Cockrun, of 
Aluwee, Oklahoma. , 

Nathan C. Shirley grew up in Perry township, on the homestead farm, 
and was educated in this township. He spent one year at Delphos, Ohio, in 
the Ingh school, and one year at the Northern Indiana Normal College, at 


Valparaiso, Indiana, as a student in the scientific course. Tle taught school 
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in Paulding county, Ohio, for two years prior to going to school at Val- 
paraiso, Indiana, and subsequently taught school in Putnam and Paulding 
counties for thirty-three terms. After his marriage, he removed to a farm 
ol seventy acres, and farmed and taught school in the district near by. He 
removed to his present farm in Monroe township in the spring of 1808. 
This farm originally consisted of one hundred and sixty-six acres, but Mr. 
Shirley now farms one hundred and eighty-six acres. 

Nathan C. Shirley was married, August 12, 1888, to Emma Ridenour, 
who was born in Perry township, Putnam county, January 16, 1863, and 
who is the daughter of Jacob and Fanny (Iretz) Ridenour. Jacob Kiden- 
‘our was born in Fayette county, Ohio, and came to Putnam county, Ohio, 
with his parents when nine years of age. He grew up in Perry township, 
where he was reared a farmer. He died in 1888, at the age of seventy-two 
years. He was, a Democrat 1 ,politics.;,.tdis, swe, Fanny! Pretz, was 
born in Bucks county, Pennsylvania. ‘To Mr. and Mrs. Nathan C. Shirley 
six children have been born: Ashley R. was born on June 22, 188g, she 
married Preston H. Miles and lives at Syracuse, Indiana, having no chil- 
dren; Hazel I. was born on November 21, 1890; Ross Kk. was born on Octo- 
ber 16, 1892; Mary E., who was born on October 19, 1894, married Floyd 
Groff, of Monroe township, who lives near the farm of Mr. Shirley; Lynn 
L. was born on November 18, 1898; Claude L. was.born on August 13, 
1905. 

Nathan C. Shirley has made most of his present farm by his own ef- 
forts and has cleared most of the land, and built all of the improvements to 
the farm. He has a fine barn, with modern appliances and conveniences 
and a nulking machine... [le believes strongly in progressive farming. ‘The 
dimensions of his barn are ninety-six by fifty-six feet on the south side and 
ninety-six by eighty feet on the north side, and is laid out with six thousand 
Feet of cement floor and twelve hundred feet of cement outside. .\ silo has 
been erected, equipped with trackage for cleaning out barn and carrying feed. 
A cement water tank, with a capacity of fifty barrels, has also been erected. 

Mr. Shirley has been township trustee of Perry township for one 
term, and has also been a member of the board of school directors of Con- 
tinental city schools three different times. Fle is not now active. Tle is a 
~stanch Democrat. He is a member of the United Brethren church at Con- 
tinental, and has always taken a prominent part in church work. He has 
held most of the offices in the church, and is now secretary of the congre- 
gation, a circuit comprising five churches. Tle is also actively identified with 


the Sunday school, is a class leader and a teacher of the young men’s and 
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women’s bible class. Nathan C. Shirley is a strong advocate of temperance, 
and, locally, has been closely identified with the farmers’ imstitute. Ile was 
among the organizers of the Continental l’armers’ Institute. His wife and 
family are members of the United Brethren church and take an active inter- 
est in the work of the church. Nathan C. Shirley is a man well liked. He 
bears a high standing for honesty of purpose and integrity in the commun- 
ity where he lives, is a man of strong and fixed convictions, and is frank 


and open in his dealings with his fellow men. In every way he is entitled 


to representation in this volume. 


WILLIAM J. UNTERBRINK. 


Putnam county has been fortunate in the number and character of its 
farmers, those advance agents of civilization and indispensable aids to social 
and industrial development. The farmer 1s recognized as an institution and 
no other agency has done so much tor the world in general. This is par- 


ticularly true of Putnam county. Some men grow tired and others weary of 


the march, and fall out, but the enterprising, up-to-date farmer who works 
with a vision never ceases in his endeavor. Of the industrious and self- 
sacrificing farmers of Putnam county, men who have succeeded in a large 
way, is Wilham J. Unterbrink, a well-known farmer of Greensburg town- 
ship. Mr. Unterbrink has contributed financially and otherwise in develop- 
ing and upbuilding this great county. His work has been unselfish for the 
most part, but he has managed to acquire a large farm and is one of the 
most progressive farmers of this section of the state. 

Wilham J. Unterbring was born on September 15, 1866, in the house 
where he now lives, in section 14, Greensburg township. [le is the son of 
Ferdinand and Mary G. (totterman) Unterbrink. 

Ferdinand Unterbrink was born in the German empire on November 
29, 1824, and died in Greensburg township, Putnam county, Ohio, July 14, 
1895. Tle was a son of John []. and Maria G. (Meilenbrink) Unterbrink, 
who settled in this county in r84r. 0 The wife of John Jl. Unterbrink was 
Maria G., who was born in Germany on April 30, 1835, and who was the 
daughter of Ilerman TL. and Maria G. (Namper) Rotterman, who came to 
this country in 1838. She was married to Ferdinand Unterbrink in this 
county on September 7, 1852. lerdinand Unterbrink was a farmer. in 
‘Greensburg township who served as a member of the board of county com- 
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missioners in Putnam county, and who held several other important offices. 
Me thad a family of eleven children: Anna M., the wife of Judge Joseph 
Mersman, of Ottawa; Bernard H., of Cloverdale, Putnam county; Joseph, 
who lives north of Glandorf, in Ottawa township; Frank I., of Ottawa; 
lonatius lives at Riviera, Texas; Maria C.,. deceased, was the wife of. \Will- 
iam Schmiedebusch, who resided at Cloverdale; William) John, of Greens- 
burg township; John R., of Lima; Hlerman [1.,;of Ottawa, where he is pro- 
bation officer; Albert I’., of Ottawa, and Amelia M., the wife of Anthony B. 
Overman, of Ottawa. The mother of these children died on June 28, 1914. 
Ferdinand Unterbrink was county commissioner six years. Before that he 
was justice of the peace in Greensburg township for many years. He was 
one of the most successful farmers in Greensburg township. He came here a 
very poor man and started in the woods. [fe worked at digging the canal in 
the west part of the county at thirty cents a day and boarded himself. He 
was diligent and a good manager and owned about three hundred and forty 
acres of land at one time; he owned a number of different farms. His home 
farm was a beautiful place. He and the family all belong to the St. John’s 
Catholic church. [He was a rock-ribbed Democrat in politics. In his youth 
he taught school in Greensburg township and was one of the first teachers 
there, making it a pomt to see that each child learned something every day. 
He was a very practical man, able to accomplish much where others, perhaps, 
would have tailed. [He was a man to whom many came for advice regarding 
their own personal affairs, as he was regarded as being possessed of keen 
insight and sound judgment and took a kindly interest in assisting others. 

leerdinand Unterbrink came to America when about seventeen years old 
with his parents and sisters.. Tlere he bought a farm in section 14, Greens- 
burg township, which was all covered with timber, the country being still new. 
Hlere his parents lived and died and here he spent his life, engaged as a lite- 
long farmer. Tlis wife, Mary G. (Rotterman) Unterbrink was born in Ger- 
many and came to this country in her infancy, with her parents. 

William J. Unterbrink is one of eleven children, eight boys and three 
girls, as heretofore related. He grew up on the home farm. In 1892 he was 
married to Magdelina Kracht. She was born in Glandorf, Germany, on 
April 14, 1825, and is the daughter of Witham and Anna Catherine (Doep- 
ker) Nracht. Wolliam Wracht was born in Glandortf, Llanover, Germany, 
lebruary 28, 1818. [le came to Cinemnati when a young man and was there 
married to Anna Catherine Doepker. She was born in Glandort, Flanover, 
and came to America while a girl, after her parents died in Germany. .\fter 


ther marriage, Mir and Mrs. Nracht Hived in Cincinnati: for several years. 
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Subsequently, Mr. and Mrs. Wracht settled about a mile north of Glan- 


dorf, and there they lived many years. ‘They spent their last years in Clover- 


dale. 
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Unterbrink for many years have lived on the 


same farm where Mr. Unterbrink was born. He owns one hundred and 
eighty acres of fine farming land and has added excellent improvements to 
the farm, which was formerly owned by his father. ) 

To Mr. and Mrs. William J. Unterbrink five children have been born, as 
follow: Alfred, on September 15, 1894; Lawrence, on November 9, 1898; 
Idella, on April 10, 1902; Marcella, on March g, 1905, and \Villiam, on July 
4, 1907. The family has a fine country home with beautiful surroundings. 
There 1s a private lighting plant in the house. Vhe Unterbrinks are as fine 
people as are to be found anywhere in Putnam county and all of them are 
devout members of the Catholic church, at Glandorf. 


HARRY IX. BRINKMAN. 


Harry [*. Brinkman is a representative farmer and stock raiser of 
Greensburg township, Putnam county, Ohio, and is known as one of the 
alert, progressive and successful agriculturists of this favored section of the 
Buckeye state. In his labors he has not pernutted himself to follow in a 
rut in a blind, apathetic way, but has studied and experimented and thus 
obtained the maximum returns from his enterprising efforts. At the same 
time, he has so directed his career at all times as to command the confidence 
and regard of the people of the community where he lives. He is a man of 
honorable business methods and advocates strenuously whatever tends to 
promote the public welfare. 

Harry Ie. Brinkman was born November 11, 1887, on the farm where 
he now lives in the center of Greensburg township. He is the son of John 
H. and Philomina (Maag) Brinkman. John H. Brinkman was also born on 
the same farm in 1848 and is the son of Johann [lenry and Mary Gertrude 
(Rieman) Brinkman. Johann Henry Brinkman was born in Oldenburg, 
November &, 1802, and was the son of Johann Rudolph and [Elizabeth Jo- 
hann (Bergmann) Brinkman, Tle died in r89go at the age of cighty-seven 
Johann Henry Brinkman lived in Germany until he 


years and nine months. 
Ile was among the 


was twenty-erght vears old and then came to America. 


very carly settlers in Greensburg township. 
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Johann Henry Brinkman purchased land in section 15 In an early 
day when the country was all new, not a road and not even a track having 
been laid. A trail was blazed to Glandorf settlement and to other neighbor- 
ing points.and at night hickory bark torches were carried. He started with a 
most primitive cabin and did not have a fireplace. ‘here was no floor and the 
fire was built in a hole in the middle of the cabin. There was no drainage 
and at times water flooded the cabin. It was not unusual on arising in the 
morning to find their wooden shoes floating and the fire drowned out. Al- 
though it was necessary to endure many hardships, yet these early pioneers 
bore them cheerfully because their work meant a home for them and their 
children. In the old country, the earnings only went to enrich the land- 
owners. Here, Johann Henry Brinkman spent his life, clearing the land 
and rearing his family. His wife was born, January 22, 1829, 1n Osna- 
bruck, Germany. She came to America with her parents when she was 
three years old. She was the daughter of John H. and Mary Ehizabeth 
(Phone) kieman, who came to America’ in 1632 and lived at Cincinnati a 
few years, when they came to Glandorf. They purchased a farm on the 
northwest edge of Ottawa township, west of Glandorf. There Mary Ger- 
trude Rieman grew to womanhood and was married. 

On the farm, in section 15, John Henry Brinkman grew up among 
the pioneers and here was married on October 28, 1872, to Philmonia May 
Mag. She was born one miles west of Glandorf church on May 14, 1851, 
and was the daughter of Theodore and Catherine (Purs) Maag. Theodore 
Maag was born in Glandorf, Hanover, Germany, in May, 1807, and grew 
up there. When a young man he came to Cincinnati and was there mar- 
ried to Catherine Purs, who was born in Glandorf, Hanover, December 8, 
1813. She came to America at the age of twenty-two and went immediately 
to Cincinnati. At the age of twenty-three she was married to Theodore 
Maag. Two years later they moved to the west edge of Ottawa township 
and in 1838 settled a mile west of Glandorf in the new country, where tim- 
ber covered the land and wild animals abounded. 

Theodore Maag was away from home much of the time working on 
the canal. Elis wife and two babies were compelled to stay alone, while 
the Indians roamed nearby through the woods. 

After John TT. Brinkman and wife were married they lived on the 
Brinkman farm. Ile was a lifelong farmer and very successful. THe man- 
aged to acquire a good farm and owned two hundred and torty acres. [le was 


public spirited and held various township offices at different times. Ile be- 
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gan life with eighty acres and after Ins father’s death, bought his sister's 
interest in his father’s farm of one hundred and sixty acres. John 1. Brink- 
man was an able farmer and could plow a long furrow as straight as a rule, 
having a good eye for distance and levels. He raised thoroughbred cattle, 
hogs and sheep, and took great interest in his live stock. He was known by 
all as a good neighbor, a man of sound judgment and reliable. Ile was a 
man of much value to his community. Hus traits have been largely trans- 
mitted to his son, the subject of this sketch, who 1s like his father and one 
of the well-known citizens of this township. John H. Brinkman died on 
January 16, 1910, leaving a widow and two sons. A daughter, Mary Iran- 
ces, died at the age of sixteen. ‘The two sons are Frank and Harry, both of 
whom live on the home farm with their mother. Harry I. Brinkman man- 
ages the farm and since his father’s death has added improvements to the 
place. 

Herry E. Brinkman was married on August 12, 1913, to Mary Eliza- 
beth Kose. She was born at lfort Jennings, Putnam county, and is the 
daughter of Alton and Bernardine (Pavel) Rose. Anton Kose was born at 
Ottoville, Putnam county, December 25, 1861, the son of Adolph and Cath- 
erine (Mersman) Rose. Adolph Rose came from Germany and owned a 
farm on the canal not far from Ottoville. Later, he moved to Fort Jen- 
nings. Catherine Mersman was from Glandorf, Germany, and came to this 
country at the age of eight years. Anton Rose was an engineer at Fort 
Jennings. Three years ago he moved to Delphos, where he now lives. His 
wife was born two and one-half miles south of Ottoville, along the canal, 
and was the daughter of Henry Pavel and wife. 

Mary [thzabeth Rose grew up at lort Jennings, where she lived until 
she was seventeen years old; since that time she has lived in Greensburg 
township. ‘To Mr. and Mrs. Harry I. Brinkman one son, Cornelius Anton 
Johann, was born on lebruary 2, 1914. 

Harry Ie. Brinkman is secretary of the Farmers Mutual Telephone 
Company. The family all belong to the Catholic church at Glandorf and 
are faithful to their religion. The family are kind and hospitable and well 
liked by all who know them. 

It is a pleasure to see the live stock which Mr. Brinkman raises. It is 
not only good stock but is well kept. He uses the very latest methods in his 
farm management and is in every respect a truly progressive farmer. Tle is 
one of the leading citizens of Putnam county and a man whom one does 


not soon forget. 
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SANFORD SMITH. 


The business of farming has been revolutionized within the last fifty 
years and the farmer of today knows few of the disadvantages which sur- 
rounded pioneer farmers of Ohio. Scores of inventions have been put on 
the market which enable the farmer to lead a life of ease as compared with 
the arduous labors which his father had to undergo. The result is that an 
ever-increasing number of our best young men are remaining on the farm 
im) preterence foltryine their fortunes in the cities. Thes§farmer is certainly 
the most independent man of the country, and all other professions and occu- 
pations must bow to him. Ohio is known throughout the length and 
breadth of the country as one of the best agricultural states in the union, 
and Putnam county ranks with the best farming sections of the state. Put- 
nam county farmers are not to be excelled by any other county, and among 
its many excellent farmers no one occupies a more prominent place than 
Sanford Smith, the subject of this review. ‘The ancestral history of Sanford 
Snuth has been intimately identified with the pioneer annals of Putnam 
county and the state of Ohio. 

Santord Smith is the son of Adam and Margaret (Shouse) Smith, and 
was born in Tuscarawas county, Ohio, April. 16, 1857. Adam Smith was 
the son of Robert Smith, a native of Scotland, who immigrated to America 
with his brother, Wilham. They settled in Somerset county, Pennsylvania, 
and there were tailors. Robert Smith married [elizabeth Little, a native of 
Somerset county, and the daughter of Adam and Mary Little. After three 
children had been born, they removed to Harrison county, Ohio, in 1826, and 
subsequently, removed to Tuscarawas county, where they died. Robert 
smith was an old-line Whig. Fle and his wife were stanch members of the 
Presbyterian church. They had eight children, Adam, Leonard, Mary A 
Thomas, John, Robert B., Harvey and David. 

Adam Snuth, the father of Sanford, was born on June 20, 1821, in 
Somerset county and came with his parents to Ohio. He also moved with 
his parents to Carroll county, Ohio, and in this county was married to Mar- 
garet Shouse, in 1844. She was born on October 3, 1820, and was the 
daughter of Barnard and Rachel (Palmer) Shouse, the former a native of 


Pennsylvania, who migrated to Carroll county at the age of sixteen years 
and was a school teacher there. Barnard Shouse was an old-line Whig 
and he and his family were members of the Presbyterian church.  Subse- 
quently, they moved to Decatur county, Indiana, where they died. 


Sanford Smith was one of ten children born to his parents. ‘The 
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others were Sylvester, deceased; Mary E., deceased; William C.; Salathiel 
L.; Arthur L.; Nettie J., fhe wife of J. C. M. Doenges; Lorenzo; Madison 
S. and Idson E., deceased. Lorenzo is the twin brother of Sanford. Adam 
and Margaret Smith resided in Carroll county two years and then removed 
to Tuscarawas county, where they lived until 1859, when they moved to 
Hancock county. They moved to Putnam county in 1860. 

Mrs. Margaret Smith died on July 23, 1907, at the age of eighty seven 
years. Her death occurred on the homestead farm, in Monroe township. 
The tract of land comprises two hundred and forty acres and, it was here 
also, that Adam Smith died on November 17, 1880. Adam and Margaret 
Smith were members of the Methodist church and influential citizens 
throughout their lives in the history of Putnam county. 

Santord Smith remained on the homestead farm with his mother after 
the death of his father, until December 14, 1909, when he was married to 
Mrs. Zella D. Hager, the daughter of Jacob and) Nancy Tf. (Hutchinson) 
Dickey. The family history of Mrs. Smith will be found in the sketch of S. 
M. Dickey, which appears elsewhere in this volume. | 

To Mr. and Mrs. Sanford Smith no children have been born. Through- 
out his life, Mr. Smith has been an ardent member of the Republican party 
and influential locally in the councils of his party. He now has a good 
farm of one hundred ‘and forty-five acres, having begun with forty acres, 
deeded to him by his mother. Sanford Smith is a quiet, unassuming man, 
congenial with his neighbors and favorably known in this locality. 

Mrs. Smith taught school for twelve years in Paulding county, Ohio. 
She taught her first year when but sixteen years of age. 

Mrs. Smith has two daughters by her first marriage, Ethel C., now 
the wife of It. D. Harpster, who lives near Continental, Ohio; Beatrice C., 
wife of Charles W. Mansfield, of Defiance, Ohio, he being the only son of 
Lot W. and Lottie R. (Doenges) Mansfield. 





THOMAS C. HIPKINS. 


One of the most highly esteemed citizens of Putnam county, Ohio, is 
Thomas C. Hipkins, who was born at Gilboa, Putnam county, Ohio, Septem- 
oy ¢ @) ; s qc r ‘ ' sl Ih © ~ h ¢ © ad “a - é ~ q ; . 
ber 3, 1850. Tle is a son of Thomas H. B. and Margaret (l'ishel) Hipkins, 
and one of five children born to his parents. The other children are as fol- 
low: Christian Rudy, born on August 20, 18309, deceased; Luceria, born on 
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May 4, 1843, deceased; Winfield Scott, born on October 15, 1847, deceased, 
and Llarriett V., of Ottawa. All of the three sons served in the Civil War. 

Thomas H. B. Hipkins was born at Prospect Hill, Harford county, 
Maryland, on January 28, 1813, and located in Putnam county in 1841. His 
father, Charles G. Hipkins, died in 1817, and his mother, Elizabeth, passed 
away in 1832. Thomas H. B. Hipkins was married in Hancock county, Ohio, 
on September 10, 1838, to Margaret, the daughter of John and Catherine 
Fishel. Mr. Fishel died in 1845 and his wife passed away in 1821. Margaret 
Fishel was born in Franklin county, Ohio, on June 17, 1817, and died in 
1890. He was engaged in the mercantile business in Gilboa, Putnam county, 
in 1845, and removed his store to Ottawa in 1856, where he continued in 
business until his death, in 1880. 

After the death of Thomas H. B. Hipkins in 1880, his sons, Winfield S. 
and Thomas Corwin, continued the business in partnership, until Winfield S. 
died in 1907. lor the next five years Thomas C. continued alone, after which 
he took his son, W. S., in with him as a partner, and they are now conducting 
the same line of business which was established in 1845, in this county. 

Thomas C. Hipkins enlisted in the Civil War in October, 1864, as a mem- 
ber of Company Kk, One Hundred and Eighty-second Regiment, Ohio Vol- 
unteer Infantry. He was only one month past his fourteenth birthday at the 
time of his enlistment, which entitles him to the honor of being one of the 
youngest soldiers in the state to enlist in the war. He served until he was 
mustered out at Nashville in July, 1865. After he returned from the Civil 
War, he attended Ohio Wesleyan University at Delaware, Ohio, for one year. 
He then obtained a position in the St. Louis branch of the A. T. Stewart Dry 
Goods Company. During the year he was in St. Louis, he received a very 
broad training in general mercantile affairs. He then returned to his home 
in Ottawa, Ohio, and he and his brother, Winfield S., took charge of their 
father’s store. The brothers continued in partnership until the death of 
Winfield S. 

Mr. Hipkins was married in 1884 to Mrs. Rhoda Belle (Pitney) Wood- 
ruff, the daughter of Abijah and Rachel (Wheeler) Pitney. Mrs. Hipkins 
came to Putnam county with her parents, who located in Blanchard township, 
and spent the remainder of their lives there on a farm. She married James 
Woodruff, who died within sixty days after their marriage. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hipkins have five children: Iva, who is the wife of John Schafer, Jr., of 
Cleveland, Ohio, and has two children, Virginia and John Thomas; Margaret 
is a teacher in the kindergarten schools of Spring City, Utah; Winfield Scott, 
who is a partner with Ins father in the dry goods business in Ottawa; Ruth, 











































anooaly Sat soto: senunod: goes heey We: z 
W fiwil) ail ai bee ive ative only oll 1a, tA nes a 
od brolish Witt jgsqzoT h iyo mod Pan eaigh a ssirngst 
1) QBa yt GetNOD eetisriver Lia bis | fortiy ere! oe) qiguitel ‘thes Sycnl 
eq isda podiorycit bow . “16h dad oth, aut Hae whoa. 
dO ,ysatioo ayoortall ai he Pra Pe lt pai Ae ey Ph aatott) i : 
tenets) lots. SL: te AO RRND ithe Pg Yc 401 / wr Bee \ iets 
ayia Lee Ku YG Daeehe stow tes hae ener cet fatty | ioohet i “tort i a 

boib: ie RH ok atin rhe oh HG ie rhe, ‘an ceed, enw ‘tole. nau 
eeoovinnnertn wolich int eeorletitl olin satan ort 1 Paes Qu ABW oH MORE) 20) 


feist adi 2 noel iat 231 pil sweiO wt Bote eui boven baw pa ae meet 








Th | papely eae Nenne wennton “a 
plait’ ettog ent OS6r ul vsirigiTd ay EL como! 10: dined: ant ott | 
plot 7. liven, qpzramtigg, At 22: others ‘gild Loredana: (ft rato anion, ess Hes 


jdve s9th¢ envlsrboniitias 2 ztstatl a Far a oy Teon) soul i ROOT bad, 0K, 
oni von. ote yoth bum ok de Ab sini hb FOE, ee a fo aul Hew Dre ee | 
spltiOo. 2008. it EL ice biklies 28 sy Holdwr ‘useatatied e onettl ating pa | 
9m EH ROBT aaduigO mi teil liv, ) eet) pe batetlite: enti hegib ns | ennod TE i 
oY Git. 2ocotsti igor biipade-x that Gs RY 5 borbontl art) ah sqenoqyerre) to aie dan 
3s asheliaidl hers sino? ate ne Fag. plano. S540) ov a) anit Cy ae quintet Toot er 
i io snd unis To Heo icitl: oily 1 oviel eyl te dovteher: avionateihny: git Loroitid | 
ay od Litres have aby ew ory ue ders oe alute salt ah eraiblog jeayrinoy ih iN , 4 | 
AD ody. mow hgerittion aol sot 2081, ell, tt allivde eV de Maso beraiemen so) 
Roy Ma 70% all mer piel I Hered neve ont hebow te adh) he 
Cl awaited Lf A Sat te toagrd debt. na on) ab auldieog & boniatde sort ob 
19v 9 hevisost . wirtoul $e! ti eew att Lita ‘ett gotta enna ebomn) 
vod eit of bormerton mals oft enti the bien h S19019'g. LQTS, hao > 
et to sexes dootiyo platen vy. Tet frotd:aid Hes od bean obi)’ een ee Se 
digoh sri titi _qulsionsing it banieditae eidiord oft atola erodes 
ay oe ey 7 
OO (yori) Shee shorts pith on paige mit boivases ase snistgidh Cae 
miki erkt yond (apt ya WY) ) tedashl bie soph to rains onl ay i 
Eeehyi ‘elnotaq agit tibw seltio9 | ensni', oF ats) 












qinlenwot lovartoeahel pr hemoobs Roca 
oer borvisia ale atria i HO) 4 saath, nih weorlt to Atabpiaci oil 1 » , | 
ah bs agairietin mien) agit # enh vies a Fr 

oat Aevtndoe ‘atlol, att oi i al Sa it 
prepa yenmtodT atl of he! ainty f 
Hove ban anh “ — ! “i 
eters reweHH® 6 v ee 





PUTNAM COUNTY, OHIO. 611 


who is a nurse in the Lutheran hospital at Cleveland; Thomas C., Jr., who is 
still attending school, and is a wholesale dealer in eggs. One daughter, Mary, 
died at the age of eleven months. 

Mr. and Mrs, Hipkins and all of the children belong to the Methodist 
Episcopal church and all are active workers in the church and Sunday school. 
Mr. Hipkins is a trustee of the church and also a member of the board of 
stewards. His fraternal connections are with the ree and Accepted Masons. 

lor more than seventy years the Hipkins store has stood in the front 
rank of the mercantile establishments of Putnam county, and with the young 
blood infused into it, in the young junior partner, the firm may reasonably 
expect to exist long after its first century birthday. 


JOHN BEARD. 


To write the personal records of men who have raised themselves from 
humble circumstances to positions of responsibility and trust in the commun- 
ity, is no ordinary pleasure. Self-made men, men who have achieved success 
by reason of their personal qualities, and left the impress of their individual- 
ity upon the business growth of their place of residence, affect for good, such 
institutions as are embraced in the sphere of their usefulness. Unwittingly, 
perhaps, they build monuments more enduring than marble obelisk or granite 
shaft. One of the men, who is a well-known farmer of Greensburg township, 
who falls in this class is John Beard. 

Mr. Beard was born in 1830, 1n T*airfield county, Ohio. He is the son 
of John Beard, Sr., and Mary (Carey) Beard. 

John Beard’s paternal grandfather was a native of Ireland, who settled 
in the state of Maryland, where he was well known as a teacher. He lived 
to the remarkable age of one hundred years. John Beard, Sr., the father of 
the subject of this sketch, was born in North Carolina, and came to [airfield 
county, Ohio, when a young man. Mary Carey was born in Maryland, July 
4, 1802. She was the daughter of John and Mary Carey. To this union were 
born six children: Mrs. Margaret Pickering, George, Jacob, Samuel, John 
and Cornelius. John Beard, Sr., was a miller by trade, who died of the 
cholera in 1832. His widow subsequently married J. M. Allen, and after 
bearing him six children, died on January 13, 1880. 

John Beard was reared as a farmer and educated in the common schools, 
He left home at the age of fourteen, and for a time worked by the month as 
a farmer. In the meantime, he prepared himself for teaching, and in the fall 
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of 1855, taught his first school at Cuba, in Putnam county. He taught during 
four winter terms at this place, continuing his professional work until 1866, 
in Greensburg and Jackson townships, and at the public schools at lort 
Jennings. | 

In 1856, Mr. Beard purchased a farm of eighty acres, investing twenty 
dollars in the farm, Ile made some improvements upon this place, and in 
1865, removed to ltranklin county, Ohio. He purchased a farm southeast of 
lfort Jennings, in 1806, on his return to Putnam county, and lived here until 
he purchased a farm of one hundred and sixty-five acres in Greensburg town- 
ship, in 1872. 

John Beard was married on November 2, 1854, at Columbus, Ohio, to 
Mary Jane Case, a native of New York state, and the daughter of Jacob and 
Anna Case. They moved to Iairfeld county, Ohio, near Runnelsburg in 
the early days, and there Mrs. Beard lived until her marriage. Two children 
were born to this*marriage: Walltam H., who died in infancy, and Charles 
\W., of Greensburg township. Mrs. Beard died in 1866, and on September 
22, 1867, Mr. Beard was married to Mrs. Sophia (Shank) Guyton, who was 
born in Ottawa, Putnam county, Ohio, and who was the daughter of Henry 
and Barbara (Meyers) Shank, natives of Maryland. Henry Shank was born 
near Hagerstown, Maryland, and was the son of Christian Shank, Sr. Bar- 
bara Meyers was born in Maryland, and was the daughter of John and Mary 
Meyers. She was married in Maryland to Henry Shank, and came here soon 
alter her marriage. They settled north of the Blanchard river, and south of 
Detiance pike, in the northwestern part of Ottawa township, where they en- 
tered the land from the government. The Indians were still here and no 
roads but Indian paths led from their home to Ottawa. Here her father spent 
the rest of his life. After his death, the widow moved to a farm she owned 
neared Kalida, and spent the remainder of her life at that place. 

To this second marriage of Mr. Beard, six children were born. Christian 
Beard is now farming six mules south of Auburn, Indiana. He married 
Maude Bibler, and they have four children: Joyce, [lste, Samuel and Charles. 
Lucy A. became the wife of John Bibler; they live in the northwestern part 
of Greensburg township; they have had ten children, of whom two died and 
eight are living: T["lossie, Fay, Velma, Coral, Ella, Della, Raymond, Dale, 
Pauline and Woodrow Wilson. John I*. lives near Edgerton, Ohio. He 
married Mary Wynkoop, and they have four children, John Milton, Icy, Pres- 
ton and Zola. . Margaret died in infancy. Itlla S. is the wife of Clyde M. 
Iletcher, and lives on her father’s farm, They have one son, Paul Clarence 
lletcher. Samuel S. lives south of IWalida, and married Minnic Kirkendall, 
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and they had four children, three of whom are living, Doyle, Helen and 
Annabel. | 

In 1874, Mr. Beard erected a substantial dwelling on his farm. In poli- 
tics, Mr. Beard 1s a Prohibitionist. In 1857, he was elected justice of the 
peace, serving until 1864; he was re-elected in 1872, and severed a consider- 
able time since that date. In 1880, Mr. Beard was appointed as land appraiser. 
He has served as school director, off and on, for a period of thirty-five years. 
He is naturally interested in education, because of his long experience as a 
public school teacher, in Jennings and Jackson townships. Mr. Beard has 
had athliation with the Masonic order since 1861, being a member of the lodge 
at Delphos. He has been a prominent Sunday school worker and is a member 


of the Christian church. 


HiRAM@AY ROBERN PS: 


In Putnam county there are many enterprising and progressive farmers, 
who keep fully abreast of all the modern advances in the theory and practice 
of successful agriculture; men who are constantly and carefully noting the 
wonderful experimental and research work of the government and state de- 
partment of agriculture, and who quickly avail themselves of the profound 
results of such research, putting to the test on their own farms such official 
conclusions as seem best adapted to the variety or quality of the soil with 
which they have to work. These men, in the very nature of things, are mak- 
ing a success of their work. They are not included in that large number of 
grumblers which may be found in most any community, but are to be found 
among the even larger class of generous, open-minded, optimistic men, who 
are the real leaders in the advanced movements of mankind; men whom it 
is a pleasure to know; men who are the real makers of a community, the 
natural conservators of a neighborhood's best interests. In this latter class 
of farmers in this county, there are few who have a larger acquaintance or 
are better liked than the gentleman whose name is noted above, one of the 
most popular and successtul farmers of Monroe township, whose quiet, unos- 
tentatious progress 1 the community in which he lives, certainly entitles him 
to be included in the large list of successful men of Putnam county, brief 
biographies of whom are contained in this interesting and valuable historical 
work. 

Hiram A. Roberts was born in Qskalusa, Mahaska county, Iowa, on 
February 19, 1858, the son of Thomas N. and Mary Jane (Bussart) Roberts, 
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the former of whom was born in Allen county, Ohio, in 1829, the son of 
David Roberts, one of the pioneers of that section of the state. 

David Roberts was a native of Wales, who, with his wife, came to 
America in the early part of the last century and settled in Allen county, 
Ohio, where he became a large landowner and a man of much influence in his 
community, his farm having been situated near the town of Gomar. Upon 
the death of his wife, in 1844, David RKoberts sald his interests in Ohio and 
moved to lowa, where he spent the rest of his lite. 

With the excepttion of two years which he spent in Lowa, Thomas Rob- 
erts, father of the immediate subject of this sketch, spent his entire life in 
Allen county, Ohio, where he died in 1861, at the age of thirty-two years, his 
son, Hiram A., being at that time but three years of age. Thomas Roberts 
was a good farmer, a highly respected citizen and a man of sterling character, 
Tle was married in Allen county to Mary Jane Bussart, who was born in 
lairheld county, Ohio, and who moved to Allen county with her parents 
when she was but six months of age, and there grew to womanhood, making 
her home in that county for many years. She now makes her home with her 
son, Hiram A., in this county, being hale and hearty, at the ripe old age of 
eighty-two. 

To Thomas and Mary Jane (Bussart) Roberts were born three children, 
as follow: John, a well-known resident of Columbus Grove, Putnam county, 
Ohio; Hiram A., of whom more later, and Sarah E., the widow of Edward 
Tracy, who now makes her home with her brother in Monroe township. To 
Ikdward and Sarah E. (Roberts) Tracy were born four children, Frank, Clar- 
ence, John and one who died in infancy. Frank and John make their home 
with their mother on the farm of their uncle Hiram and Clarence married 
Carrie Keynolds and is farming in Monroe township, living near Hartsburg. 

Hiram A. Roberts left Allen county in 1880, coming to Putnam county, 
where he bought his present fine farm of seventy-seven acres in Monroe town- 
ship, on which he since has made his home. On this he erected a modern 
country home, one of the finest in the county, where, with his mother and 
sister and the sons of the latter, he is living very happily and comfortably. 
[leis aman of progressive ideas and on his small, compact farm he gets better 
results than many men obtain from a much larger acreage. The spirit of 
progress which animates him is reflected in the well-kept appearance of his 
place, barns, outbuildings, fences and drainage, all bespeaking a farmer who 
takes a pride in his great calling. 

The same spirit that keeps him alive to the needs of lis farm, keeps Mr. 
Roberts fully alive to the needs of the community i which he lives, and he ts 


regarded as among the foremost men of lis neighborhood, being ever active 
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in all movements designed to advance the common interest. He is a Republi- 
can and in the political campaigns in this county, ever is found promoting the 
cause of good government: He is a kind son and indulgent brother and his 
genial manners and high reputation for honesty and integrity make him a 
prime favorite in his community, where he is regarded with esteem by all who 
know him, the number of his friends being limited only by the number of 
his acquaintances. | 


DR ERNEST LU NE Re ERM Ee 


Dr. ernest Plummer Lemley, devoted to the noble work which his pro- 
fession implies, has been faithful and indefatigable in his endeavors. He has 
not only earned the due rewards of his efforts in a temporal way, but has 
also proved himself eminently worthy to exercise the important functions of 
‘his calling, by reason of his ability, his abiding sympathy and his earnest zeal 
in behalf of his fellow men. His understanding of the science of medicine 
is regarded by those who know him, as broad and comprehensive. The pro- 
fession and the public accord to him a distinguished place among the men of 
his class in the state of Ohio. He has been a life of sincere and persistent en- 
deavor, such as always brings a true appreciation of the real value of human 
existence—a condition that ever must be prolific of good results in all the 
relations of life. 

Dr. Ernest Plummer Lemley was born on May 31, 1874, at Cass- 
ville, Monongalia county, West Virginia. He is the son of Alexander 
and Lucy (Tucker) Lemley. Alexander Lemley was a native of West Vir- 
ginia, born there on April 28, 1841. He dted on September 26, 1906, at the 
age of sixty-five. He always lived in West Virginia, and was a life-long 
farmer and a stanch Republican in politics. -He attended ‘the Methodist 
church during all his life, but was not a member. Asa farmer he cultivated 
about two hundred and twenty-five acres of land, and was considered success- 





ful in all his farming operations. THis wife, who was Lucy Tucker before 
her marriage, was a native of West Virginia, born there on April 11, 1854, 
and is suill living in West Virginia at the age of sixty years. Alexander and 
Lucy (Tucker) Lemley were the parents of six children, of whom Dr. 
frnest) Phinumer Lemley was the eldest; Mrs. Gertie Core lives in West 
Virginia; Clyde, Mrs. [lizabeth Core, TTerbert and Lena, all live in West 
Virginia. 

Dr. Lemley spent his boyhood days in West Virginia, on the homestead 
farm, and lived here until he was about twenty years old. Tle was educated 
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in the common schools and spent two years in the West Virginia State Uni- 
versity. Subsequently, he attended the Barnes Medical College at St. Louis, 
graduating with the class of 1898. In the fall of that year he began the prac- 
tice of his profession at Columbus Grove, and continued there for two years, 
coming in 1900 to Vaughnsville, to take up the McKinley office and practice. 
He is a general physician, and is still actively engaged in the practice. 

Dr. Lemley was married on August 30, 1900, to Claudia Layman, a 
native of Putnam county, born in Pleasant township, anda daughter of 
Josephus and Clarinda (Rorhr) Layman. Dr. and Mrs. Lemley have no 
children. They have, however, adopted a boy, Richard, and are rearing a 
girl, Leota Meridith, whom they have, however, not adopted. 

Iraternally, Dr. Lemley is a member of the Knights of Pythias and 
Maccabees at Vaughnsville, and is a Modern Woodman of America at Co- 
lumbus Grove. Politically, he is a Republican, and has served as township 
treasurer of Sugar Creek township for two terms, filling this office with effi-. 
ciency and credit to the people of this township and to himself. Dr. and Mrs. 
Lemley are members of the Congregational church at Vaughnsville, the 
Doctor being treasurer of the congregation. He is a member of the County, 
State and Northwestern Ohio Medical Societies. He is a booster for 
Vaughnsville and enjoys a large practice, standing, as he does, highly in his 
community as a man and as a physician. 


DAVID HOMER GROFF. 


Clearly defined purpose and consecutive effort in the affairs of life will 
inevitably result in attaining a due measure of success. In following the 
career of one who has attained such unqualified success by his own efforts, 
there comes into view the intrinsic individuality which made such an accom- 
plishment possible. But there is granted an objective inspiration and there 
is kindled at the same time a feeling of respect and admiration. The quali- 
ties which have made David Homer Groff one of the prominent and _ suc- 
cessful farmers of Putnam county, have also won for him the esteem of his 
fellow citizens. His career has heen one of well directed energy, strong de- 
termination and honorable methods. 

David Homer Groff was born on March 30, 1866, at Weston, Wood 
county, Ohio. He is the son of Martin Luther and Elizabeth (Campbell) 
Groff, the former of whom was born on Ifebruary 22, 1830, at Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania. Ile left there at the age of twelve years, and came to Wes- 
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ton, Ohio, about 1852, where he settled south of the town on a farm, and 
where he remamed until his retirement, when he moved to Weston, Ohio. 
Ie died on January 31, 1914, at the age of eighty-four years. At the time 
of his death he owned one hundred and twenty acres of land, most of which 
was divided among his children. 

Vhe children born to Martin Luther and Elizabeth (Campbell) Groff 
are as follow: Itlecta (Conklin), who lives north of \Weston, Ohio; George, 
who lives south of Weston, Ohio; David Homer, the subject of this sketch; 
Charles, who lives at Deshler, Ohio; Ona, born on August 2, 1870, and 
who died on October 25, 1905; Mrs. Vinnie Walsh, who lives in Chicago, 
and Mrs. Maude Long, at Cleveland, Ohio. 

The mother of these children was born in Crawford county, Ohio, No- 
vember 25, 1835, and died at the age of sixty-six years, December 23, Igor. 
She came to Milton township, Wood county, Ohio, from Crawford county, 
with her parents about 1855, and was married on December 8, 1861. She 
was a faithful Christian woman throughout her life, and was beloved by all 
who knew her. Her brothers served in the War of the Rebellion, and two 
of them, Enoch and Nelson, returned alive. 

David Homer Groff spent his boyhood days at Weston, Wood county, 
Ohio. He was reared on the farm and remained on the home place until 
he was twenty-two years of age, when he went into the milling business. 
He ran a mill for a year when it burned, and he came to Continental, Ohio, 
in the fall of 1890, where he was married. He returned to the old home- 
stead farm, but before going back he ran a feed store for a short time, re- 
turning in the spring of 1891. He farmed the homestead farm for about 
five years and then bought one hundred and sixty acres of brush land near 
North Creek, Putnam county, in Monroe township. This land was cleared 
and ditched and put into shape for farming. Mr. Goff sold this land in 
1903 and moved on a farm which he had previously purchased, east of 
Continental. He was here one year and then came to his present farm of 
one hundred and sixty acres in 1905. He has since added ninety acres, 
having about two hundred and fifty acres at the present time. Although 
this land was nearly all cleared when Mr. Goff purchased it, there were 
no fences or buildings. All of the improvements have been made by him. 
In the spring of tort he commenced a modern country residence, which was 
finished in 1912. This house has hot water heat, electric lights, ete., and 
is conceded to be the finest home in the county. 

Mr. Groff was married on February 17, 1891, to Ora B. Andrews, who 
was born on November 18, 1871, 1 Wisconsin, and who is the daughter 
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of John Horace and Laura (Price) Andrews. To this happy union four 
children have been born: Floyd, who married Mary Shirley, lives on the 
home place; Bernice, Beatrice and Ima are at home. 

Mr. Groff is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows at 
Continental. He is identified with the Kepublican party, but 1s more or less 
independent in his voting. Mrs. Groff is'‘a member of the United Brethren 
church, where the children are also communicants. Mr. Groff has not held 
any offices, with the exception of that of member of the school board in 
Wood county, Ohio. He is well and favorably known throughout Putnam 
county, and is popular with his neighbors, and, in fact, with all in Monroe 
township. 

Mr. Groff was one of the leading factors in the organization of the 
Farmers State Bank of Continental, of which he is a director. He, with 
William H. Lowe and Charles E. Wight, were a committee who drew up 
plans and caused to be erected the Odd Fellow building at that place. 





RUEUS Ey GILBERT, 


Ohio has been especially honored in the character and career of her farm- 
ers. In every section have been found men born to leadership in agriculture, 
men who have dominated their communities because of their superior intelli- 
gence, natural endowment and force of character. Rufus E. Gilbert is a man 
well known throughout Putnam county. Mr. Gilbert traces his ancestry back 
to substantial Irish stock, which has been prominently identified with the his- 
tory of this country, since its earliest days. 

Rufus I. Gilbert was born, ltebruary 21, 1844, in Summit county, near 
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. He is the son of Jacob C. and Martha A. Butler 
Gilbert. Jacob C. Gilbert was born in October, 1807, North Hero Island, 
New York, and was reared as a farmer. He received a good practical educa- 
tion, and was married when twenty-five years old, or in 1832, to Mandana 
Stoughton. She dicd on July 3, 1832. Upwards of five years later, on 
January 1, 1838, Jacob C. Gilbert married Martha A. Butler, in Atwater, 
Portage county, Ohio. She was born on November 16, 1820, in New Haven 
county, Connecticut, and was the daughter of David and Betsey (loot) 
Butler, the former of whom was born in New Haven county, Connecticut, on 
October 2, 1772, and the latter of whom was born in the same county, on 
August 9, 1781. They remained in Connecticut until 1829, when they emi- 
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grated to Portage county, Ohio, and stayed here until their death. David 
Butler died on March 29, 1856, and his wife on August 3, 1854. ‘They were 
members of the Congressional church, and he was an old-line Whig. Mrs. 
Jacob C. Gilbert's grandfather was Matthew Butler, a native of England, 
who came to New Haven county, Connecticut, in colonial times. He served 
in the Continental army during the Revolutionary War, for seven years. He 
married Ruth Lindley. They had a son, David, who also served in the 
Revolutionary War, especially as a minute man, at the battle of Long Island. 
Jacob C. and Martha A. Gilbert had several children: Lucian, Lucius, Rufus 
E., the subject of this sketch; Martha, Mary E., who married Henry Wing; 
Adelaid, deceased; Ida M., who married David Owens, and Prosper L. 

Jacob C. and Martha A. (Butler) Gilbert settled first in Summit county, 
Ohio, where both he and his wife taught school. In fact, they met while both 
were public school teachers. He then came to Cleveland, Ohio, where he 
spent three years and removed to Putnam county, Ohio, in December, 1858, 
settling in Monroe township, on a farm of torty acres. He taught school in 
Putnam county, and in Defiance county, but most of the time in the former, 
until his death. On account of poor health he was not able to do farm work. 
Jacob C. Gilbert died on December 16, 1864, at the age of fifty-seven years 
and ten months. ‘There were only forty voters in Monroe township when he 
settled here, and during his life he saw the population of the township grow 
exceedingly. His wife, Martha A. (Butler) Gilbert, died on the old home 
farm in June, 1903, at the age of eighty-two years and five months. Of the 
eight children, heretofore mentioned, who were born to Jacob C. and Martha 
A. (Butler) Gilbert, only four are now living. Lucius B., who was born on 
November 2, 1838, and died on August 5, 1839; Lucian De Loss, who was 
born on September 22, 1840, and died on July 2, 1847; Martha, who was 
born on August 20, 1847, and died on April 7, 1857; Mrs. Mary E. Wing, 
who was born on August 9, 1849, and now living on a farm in Monroe town- 
ship; Sarah Adelaide was born on July 30, 1854, and died on October 3, 1862; 
Ida M., who was born on September 15, 1859, and who married David Owens, 
lives at Continental, Ohio; Prosper L., who was born on July 6, 1863, lives 
near the Columbia river, in the state of Washington. 

Rufus I. Gilbert remained in Cleveland, Ohio, with his parents for three 
years, after they removed to that city. THe attended the public schools of the 
forest city. THe came with his parents to Putnam county, Ohio, and assisted 
his father with the work of the farm. 

On August 22, 1862, Mr. Gilbert enlisted in Company H., One TTun- 
dred and [ighteenth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, serving in Nen- 
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tucky, Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama, North and South Carolina, and Vir- 
ginia, and participating in all the engagements of the Atlanta campaign. He 
was honorably discharged on May 25, 1865, and returned home to resume the 
peaceful pursuits, which his courage and the courage of his fellows had 
secured to this country. 

Mr. Gilbert was married on July 19, 1866, to Mary A. Pope, a native of 
Putnam county, and a daughter of George and I‘anny (Weaver) Pope. Mr. 
Gilbert settled on the farm where they now live. Vhey cleared most of the 
farm and have added to it, till they now own a hundred and seventy-one acres. 
Although Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert live on the farm, they are retired and the farm 
is rented out. They have no children. 

Pohtically, Mr. Gilbert is a Democrat. He was decennial appraiser of 
Continental and Monroe township im 1890, and was infirmary director for 
six years. He and his wife are members of the Mount Zion Chapel Christian 
church, of Monroe township. Mr. Gilbert is a pleasant man, intelligent and 
an interesting conversationalist. Ile is a man well hked and favorably known 
in this section of Putnam county, and bears a high reputation in the com- 
munity for honesty. : 


MERRICK SKIVER. 


It is a pleasure to investigate the career of a successful self-made man. 
Peculiar honor attaches to that individual who, beginning the great struggle 
of life alone and unaided, gradually overcomes unfavorable environment, 
removes one by one the obstacles in the pathway of success, and by master 
strokes of his own force and vitality, succeeds in forging his way to the front 
and winning for himself a competency. Such is the record of Merrick Skiver, 
a popular citizen of Monroe township, to whose life and character the follow- 
ing pages are devoted. 

Merrick Skiver was born on June 25, 1849, in Highland township, De- 
hance county, Ohio. Tle is a son of Isaac and Mary (Wheeler) Skiver, the 
former of whom was born in Tuscarawas county, Ohio, on March 12, 1826, 
and the latter of whom was born in Germany, on May 14, 1830. 

The grandfather of Merrick. Skiver was David Skiver, who was born 
about 1786, in Pennsylvania, and who settled in Tuscarawas county, Ohio, in 
pioneer days. Ile was married to Sarah Warner. David Skiver was one of 
the first settlers in Dehance county, Ohio, and lived there at a time when the 
Indians and wild beasts roamed the woods. [for six years the Indians main- 
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tained a camp near the Skiver family home. David Skiver was a Jacksonian 
Democrat, and a man who was prominent locally in politics. Mrs. Skiver was 
a member of the Christian church and the grandmother lived to the advanced 
age of one hundred and fourteen years. David Skiver was eighty-four years 
old at the time of his death. 

Isaac Skiver, the father of Merrick, was reared on a farm in Tuscarawas 
county, Ohio, and was a great hunter in his early days. He and his wife 
were the parents of nine children: Merrick, the 1mmediate subject of this 
sketch; Margaret, the wife of James Van Vlerah; Regina, the wife of John 
Alspaugh; George Henry, of Defiance, Ohio; Josephine, the wife of William 
Austin, of Benson, Alabama; Clara, the wife of William Davis, deceased; 
Calvin A., a resident of Highland township, Defiance county, Ohio; Anna 
Jane, deceased; Iemma, the wife of Adam Stork, of Flint, Michigan, and 
Hannah, the wife of John James. Isaac Skiver died at the age of eighty-four 
years at the old homestead farm, while his wite died at Defiance, Ohio, at the 
home of a relative. 

Merrick Skiver received a good common school education, and this he 
has: supplemented by home study and by practical business experience, and 
today he is a well-informed man. 

Mr. Skiver was married on August 19, 1873, to Kosella Donaldson, who 
was born on October 4, 1852, 1n Union township, Putnam county, Ohio. She 
is a daughter of Aaron and Sarah A. Donaldson, the former of whom was a 
native of [airfield county, Ohio, and who, in turn, was a son of John Donald- 
son. John Donaldson was born in Maryland in 1784, and married Mary 
Grubb in 1809, and was a captain in the War of 1812. He died at the age of 
sixty-four years. His wife, who was born in 1790, died at the age of eighty- 
two. Aaron Donaldson was born in 1810, removed to Putnam county about 
1850, settling on cighty acres of Jand in Union township. He lived on this 
farm until 1862, when he removed to a farm in Monroe township, consisting 
of one hundred and sixty acres. Aaron Donaldson married Sarah A. Sway- 
zee, a native of Iairfield county, born on December 20, 1827. 

Mr. and Mrs. Merrick Skiver are the parents of seven children: Olive, 
born on April 30, 1875, married Ora S. Elitcheock, June 15, tgo2, lives in 
Toledo, Ohio; Ilise, born on August 23, 1877, lives at home; lavern, born on 
January &, 1880, died May 14, 1884; Anna, born on November 7, 1881, died 
May r, 18843 [lorence, born on January 12, 1886, is at home; Maude, born 
on May 21, 1888, became the wife of Creede Porter, October 18, 1910, and 
lives at Dehanee, Ohio, where Mr. Porter is employed in a steel mill; Violet, 


horn on April 23, 1894, is at home. 
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When Mr. Merrick first settled on his present farm, the land was covered 
with swamps, and entirely unreclaimed. So ably has he directed its improve- 
ment and cultivation, that his place is now one of the finest and most produc- 
tive farms in Putnam county, being equipped with a thorough system of 
drainage. Mr. Skiver has seen Putnam county transformed from a swampy 
wilderness into a favored and prosperous farming region. He is, in every 
respect, a successful farmer. 

Mr. Skiver has never been active in political matters, but he served as 
school director for a number of years. He is not active now. He is a con- 
genial man, a loving father and a kind husband, and has always been a good 
provider for the wants of his family. He has a fine farm and believes in 
progressive methods of farming, his farm proving this better than anything 
that can be said. He has been a hard worker, frugal in his habits and has 
acquired more than a substantial competence for his old age. 


JOHN W. ERNST. 


The success of men in business or any vocation depends upon character 
as well as upon knowledge. Business demands confidence, and where that is 
lacking, business ends. In every community some men are known for their 
upright lives, strong common sense and moral worth, rather than for their 
wealth or political standing.. Their neighbors and acquaintances respect them, 
the younger generation heed their example, and when they wrap the drapery 
of their couches about them and lie down to pleasant dreams, posterity listens 
with reverence to the story of their useful lives. John W. Ernst, a well- 
known farmer of Monroe township, Putnam county, Ohio, who, until a few 
years ago, was the proprietor of the leading livery barn at Continental and 
who 1s now a prosperous farmer, is a man who belongs to this class. 

Mr, [ernst was born on October 1, 1864, 11 Monroe, Allen county, Ohio. 
He is the son of David and Mary Jane (Seibert) lernst. David Irnst was 
born in 1831, Carroll county, Ohio, and was the son of Henry I¢rnst, a native 
of Germany, and a pioneer in Carroll county, Ohio. David [ernst was reared 
as a farmer, and followed this vocation throughout his entire life. Ilis 
father, also, was a farmer and a stanch member of the Methodist. church. 
Mrs. Mary Jane (Seibert) Irnst, the mother of David, was a native of 
Carroll county, Ohio, and the daughter of Samuel Seibert. She was born in 
1836, and is still living at Cairo, Ohio, 
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To David and Mary Jane (Seibert) [rnst, eleven children were born: 
Samuel B., Sarah, Oliver A., Saloma, John W., Daniel C., Simon A., Burton 
H., William, Mary B. and Dollie May. 

David Ernst was a soldier in the Civil War. After serving his enlist- 
ment, he returned home and devoted the remainder of his life to his family 
and to his home, having, before his death in July, 1892, acquired a substantial 
competence. 

John W. Ernst, the subject of this sketch, was reared on the farm and 
lived with his parents until he was twenty-one years old. He received a good 
common-school education and was well equipped for life. In 1887, Mr. 
Ernst engaged in the livery business in Continental, and continued in this 
occupation until April, 1906, when he sold out to Charles Kalt, and retired 
to his splendid farm of forty acres west of Continental. At the time Mr. 
Ernst sold his livery business, he also sold his property in Continental. Mr. 
[ernst now follows general farming and the raising of grain and live stock. 
He is a man well known for his sterling character and dependable habits. Tle 
is a good judge of horses and now owns a fine white Arabian stallion. He 
has been closely identified with the history of Continental and was one of the 
pioneers of this town. He has witnessed many improvements and changes 
and has seen the town grow from small beginnings to its present proportions. 
Mr. [ernst has added to his original forty acres, until he now owns a hundred 
and five acres, all of which is located in Monroe township, Putnam county. 

John W. Ernst was married on September 11, 1892, to Mary E. Varner, 
who was born in Putnam county, Ohio, and who was the daughter of Isaiah 
Varner. Mrs. Ernst was born on September 26, 1869, in Greensburg town- 
ship, and died on April 12, 1911, at the age of forty-one years, six months 
and fifteen days. She became a Christian early in life, uniting with the 
Methodist Episcopal church, of Continental. During her entire life she was a 
loving wife and a kind mother, and at the time of her death left a large 
circle of friends and relatives, including a father, mother, six brothers, two 
sisters and five children. 

“A precious one from us has gone; 
A voice we loved is stilled; 

A place is vacant in our home 
Which never can be filled. 


“God, in his wisdom, has recalled 
The boon his love had given, 

And though the body slumbers here, 
The soul is safe in Tleaven.” 
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To Mr. and Mrs. [ernst six children were born: George I*., who was born 
on November 1, 1893, married Augusta Wright and lives on a farm in 
Palmer township, Putnam county. They have one child, Mary Marcelle. 
The other five children are: Manford Hebrew, born on March 20, 1896; 
Dewey Dow, born on May 22, 1898, died on July 6, 1899; Otto Kenneth, 
born on May 23, 1900; Oliver C., born on February 19, 1903, died on lebru- 
ary 20, 1903, and Fanny Lucile, born on’ May 12, 1907. Three; therefore, 
are living on the home farm. 

Mr. [frnst, in politics, is a Democrat. He has served both as a member 
of the town council of Continental and also as a member of the school board. 
He is one of Monroe township’s trustees at present. In his many years’ resi- 
dence in Continental and vicinity, he has come to be one of the best-known 
citizens in this section of Putnam county. John \W. [Ernst is a man of temper- 
ate habits, honest in his business dealings and cordial in his relations with 


his fellow men. 


WILETIAM (Ey LOWE: 


Among the representative farmers of Putnam county is the subject of 
this sketch, who is the owner of many splendid acres of fine farming land 
in Monroe township. William H. Lowe is carrying on the various depart- 
ments of his enterprise with that discretion and energy which are sure to 
find their natural sequence in definite success. Ele has always been a hard 
worker, a good manager and a man of economical habits. Ee 1s also for- 
tunately situated in a thriving farming community, and it is no wonder 
that he stands today in the front ranks of the farmers of that favored lo- 
cality. Mr. Lowe has also been a successful carpenter and has several hun- 
dred buildings to his credit in Putnam county. 

William H. Lowe was born on October 23, 1873, in Fairfield county, 
Ohio. He is the son of Stephen S. and Laura [. (Willison) Lowe. 

Stephen S. Lowe was born in July, 1853, in Muskingum county, Ohio, 
and is the son of Benedict and Lucinda Lowe, who were natives of Ireland. 
Stephen 5S. Lowe came to this county, where he remained for one year and 
then removed to Allen county, Ohio, near Delphos. Tlere he remained for 
three years, or until 881. [fe removed to Putnam county, Ohio, in 1882, 
near Cloverdale, when the country was mostly in a wild state. Tle was a 
shoemaker by trade and lost his sight and has been blind for the past. six- 
teen. years. He now lives with his daughter at Cloverdale, Ohio. Tle is a 
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member of the Catholic church, and in politics is a Democrat. Mrs. Laura 
E. Lowe was born in 1844 in Illinois and came to Fairfield county, Ohio, 
when a small child. Her parents settled near Lancaster. She died in March, 
1898, at the age of fifty-four years. She and her husband had six children: 
William H.; Mrs. Lula Spitnale, who lives in Perry township; Stephen, who 
lives at Charlevoix, Michigan; Mrs. Elizabeth Andrews, of Lima, Ohio; 
Mrs. Ida Oakes, of St. Joseph, Missouri, and Mrs. Zoe Kippler, of Lima, 


Ohio. 


William H. Lowe came with his parents to Vinton county, Olio, when 
about three years old. Subsequently he removed with them to Allen county 
and finally to Putnam county, near Cloverdale. Here he grew up and at- 
tended the township schools. He learned the carpenter’s trade early in 
life and did much work in Putnam county. He was a foreman at Toledo, 
Ohio, for three years, and has two hundred and fifty-seven buildings to his 
credit. Mr. Lowe came from Continental, Ohio, to Toledo, and settled on 
his present farm. He has a farm of eighty acres, south of the place where 
he lives, in Monroe township. He is interested in a partnership arrange- 
ment, embracing some six hundred acres of land. He removed to the farm 
where he now lives one year after his marriage and has erected all of the 
buildings himself. He has a splendid farm and excellent buildings. He is a 
progressive farmer and believes thoroughly in advanced methods. 

Mr. Lowe is a student of farming and has watched with pride the 
possibilities afforded by the use of modern appliances in the saving of labor 
with the greatest amount of efficiency. As he has studied he has planned, 
and today has erected upon his beautiful farm) a barn one hundred by forty 
feet, that not only stores one hundred and sixty tons of hay, but also affords 
shelter for a sixty horsepower gas tractor, with a gang of eight fourteen- 
inch plows. 

William H. Lowe was married on February 15, 1902, to Iva A. Bib- 
ler, who was born on November 20, 1876, close to Dupont, in Perry town- 
ship. She is the daughter of Samuel and Mary (Ridenour) Bibler. To 
this union four children have been born, all of whom are living at home. 
They are Ruhla L., Owen B., Margarite A. and Richard William. 

Mr. Lowe is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the 
Free and Accepted Masons and the Modern Woodmen of America, at Con- 
tinental. Ile is more or less identified with the Republican party, but is 
independent in vote. He has never aspired to office. He is not identified 
with any church, but attends the United Brethren church at Continental, of 
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which Mrs. Lowe is a member. William H. Lowe is a quet man, who 
makes no pretensions and claims to superior virtue, vet he is a man of in- 
telligent and sterling qualities and bears a high reputation in Monroe town- 
ship, where he has lived for many years. 


DAVID WISTERMAN. 


To attain a worthy citizenship by a life that 1s always honored and re- 
spected even from childhood deserves more than mere mention. It is no easy 
task to resist the many temptations of youth and early manhood, and to estab- 
lish a character in the minds and hearts of associates that will remain an un- 
stained tribute for all times. One may take his place in public lite through 
some vigorous stroke of public policy, and even abide in the hearts of his 
friends and neighbors, but to reach the same position by leading a consistent 
upright life, without craving for exaltation merely for selfish ends, is worthy 
of the highest praise and commendation. A man who has lived after this 
fashion is David Wisterman, a well-known farmer of Monroe township, a 
veteran of the Civil War, and a valiant, courageous and valuable ¢itizen in 
times of peace. Mr. Wisterman has always been ready to assist in public 
movements with laudable preferment, and from many standpoints deserves 
the high esteem with which he is held by the people of Putnam county, where 
he is so well known. 

David Wisterman was born on March 6, 1838, at Kalida, Ohio. He is 
the son of George Joseph and [¢lizabeth (Cigler) \Wisterman. 

George Joseph Wisterman was born in 1797, at the head of Lake Geneva, 
near Seneca, New York, and here grew to manhood. In his youth he received 
a liberal education, having been prepared for a minister in the Lutheran 
church. He was well known as a German and Latin scholar, and taught 
school for a time during his younger days. He studied medicine under the 
direction of Doctor Shingler, and practiced this profession for many years. 
fle also learned the trade of the journeyman tanner, and upon coming to 
Putnam county, in 1836, he followed this occupation. In the meantime, how- 
ever, he had lived in \Wayne county fora time. [le built a tannery at Nalida, 
the first one im this section of the state. In 1846, he sold the tannery, and 
settled on a farm in Greensburg township, near the Blanchard river. Sub- 
sequently, he operated a saw and grist-mill on the river, some five miles from 


the farm. In t84y9, he went to California, returning three years later, and 
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settling on the old farm in Greensburg township, where he died in January, 
1853. Ile was an old-line Whig in politics, and for a number of years filled 
the office of justice of the peace. George Joseph Wisterman was twice mar- 
ried, the first time to a Miss Pontius, by whom he had three children, Henry, 
Joseph and [sabella, all of whom are now deceased. Joseph owned about a 
quarter section of land in Wayne county, where Massilon, Ohio, now stands. 
After the death of his first wife, George Joseph Wisterman married [lizabeth 
Cigler, who was born in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, on September 30, 1817, and 
who migrated from Pennsylvania to Wayne county, Ohio, with her parents, 
Henry Cigler and wife, who were natives of Pennsylvania. [rom \Wayne 
county, Ohio, they came to Putnam county, settling at Kalida, where [liza- 
beth Cigler was married to George Joseph Wisterman. light children were 
born to this marriage: Sarah, who died on lebruary 28, 1852; David, who 
is the subject of this sketch; [hzabeth 1s deceased; Isaac lives in [lorida; 
Jonas and Mary live in Kansas; Mrs. Catherine Croft Moree lives in Bowling 


Greene, Ohio; Mrs. Susan Miller lives in Ilorida, with her brother, Isaac. 


George Joseph Wisterman died in January, 1852, at the age of fifty-six; his 
wife died at the age of seventy-five years. 

The paternal grandfather of David Wisterman was George Joseph \WVis- 
terman, Sr., born in Wurtemburg, Germany, and who came to America in 
1795, settling near Buffalo, New York, where he married a Miss Brosius. 
He was a fine German and I*nglish scholar and a profound student of Greek, 
Hebrew and Latin. I*or many years he was a‘leading Lutheran preacher in 
New York state, and was known far and near for his scholarly attainments. 

David \Wisterman, the subject of this sketch, lived in Walida, leaving 
there, however, at the age of eight years, and removing with his parents to 
Greensburg township, Putnam county, Ohio. Fle stayed in) Greensburg 
township for one year, and then removed to Perry township. Ele attended 
school in Perry township, and after having finished his education, taught 
for thirty-eight terms, mostly in Putnam county, though some of his profes- 
sional work was done in Paulding county, in Bureau county, Hlinois, and in 
Defiance county. Mr. Wisterman educated himself by home study, prin- 
cipally. Ele attended Nenyon Normal School, however, at Gambier, Ohio, an 
mstitution endowed by Lord Nenyon of [england. It was one of the best 
schools in the country at that time and one of the first great colleges in the 
West. Mr. Wisterman also attended MeCoy’s commercial school, at Colum- 
bus, Ohio, and was a student there in 1861, when the war broke out. 

David Wisterman enlisted on .Sugust 14, 1862, for three years, and 


served until his discharge, on August 27, 1863.) Tle was a member of Com- 
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pany E, One Hundred and Eleventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry, attached to 
the Army of the West, and he was discharged for disability at the end of 
thirteen months. During his service in the army, he contracted lung trouble 
in the wet marshes and, although he underwent an operation, he was finally 
dismissed. He was in part of the battle of Perryville, when Bragg was driven 
out of Kentucky, and served six months at Bowling Green. After the war he 
returned home. 

Subsequently, Mr. Wisterman left for Auburn, Indiana, for treatment 
of lung trouble contracted while serving in the army. T[inally, he studied 
medicine, and practiced for many years, but quit the practice in 1904. During 
the time he was practicing medicine, he was also a farmer, and had a hundred 
and fifty-seven acres where the old \Wisterman farm is now located. Here, 
Mr. Wisterman built an elevator, placing his son Harvey in charge of it for 
some time, when it was finally sold to Toledo people, who now operate it. 
In 1904, Mr. Wisterman sold his farm and removed to Continental, where 
he purchased property for his wife. He, however, went to the soldiers’ home, 
and lived there for five years, returning occasionally on furloughs. Later, he 
purchased his present farm of thirty-seven acres, and lives now a quiet re- 
tired lite. He has been more or less an invalid since leaving the army. 

David Wisterman was married on March 17, 1864, to Leandra Brower, 
a native of Putnam county, Ohio, born about four miles north of Kalida, 
along the Blanchard river, and the daughter of Brockman and Angeline 
(Stalnacher) Brower. To this happy union nine children have been born. 
Chauncey Burton and Elizabeth, the two eldest children, are deceased; Viola 
M., the seventh child, is also deceased; William H. married Florence Mullett, 
and lives in Toledo, Ohio, where he is a machinist; they have one child, 
Toward; Thomas C. married Anna Skelley, who is now deceased; he is a 
farmer living about one mile from Rawson, Ohio; there are three children, 
Elizabeth, Blanche and George D.; Harvey M. married Ardella Miller, who 
is now deceased; they had four children, Robert M., Helen Frances, Edna 
and Paul; two of these children, Robert M. and Paul, are deceased: Harvey 
M. lives at home, and is at present Putnam county representative of the State 
Life Insurance Company of Indianapolis, Indiana; he also deals in real estate. 
Harvey M. Wisterman is a splendid type of man, well known and popular 
throughout Putnam county. Alexis E. married Ilossie snyder, and they live 
at Union City, Tennessee. He is a contractor and builder, and has a plant 
Where cement and brick blocks are manufactured, They have five children, 
Catherine, Violet, Jessie T1., William [. and Dorothy. George J. married 
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Alta Simmons, and they live at Rudolph, Wood county, Ohio; they have 
three children, Harry C., Harvey IXdward and Georgia Elizabeth. He is a 
farmer and also is-engaged in the oil business. Myrtle M. married H. C. 
Parrett. 

Mrs. David Wisterman’s father, Brockman Brower, was a native of 
North Carolina, and his wife, Angeline (Stalnacher) Brower, was a native 
of Virginia. ‘They were pioneer settlers in Putnam county, Ohio. Brockman 
Brower was an influential man in the Methodist church, and a strong Repub- 
lican. Hus father, Frederick Brower, was a native and resident of Randolph 
county, North Carolina, where he married Nellie Staley. He served in the 
War of 1812, and was a prominent man in the South. 

David Wisterman is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic 
Post at Kalida, Ohio. With the exception of township clerk, which he held 
for one term, Mr. Wisterman has not been active in politics. He is naturally 


“conservative in politics, and although he votes somewhat independently, he is° 


identified with the Republican party. He has been a great reader and a stu- 
dent of natural history. He is well informed upon all subjects, a free 
thinker, and a man who believes in the greatest freedom of thought and 
conscience. His advice is much sought in this section of Putnam county, 
where he has lived so long and so usefully. 


CHAREES(VARNER: 


In every community are to be found individuals who, by reason of pro- 
nounced ability and forceful personality, rise superior to the majority and 
command the homage of their fellows; who, by revealing to the world true, 
resplendent virtues, perseverance in effort and directing purpose, never fail 
to attain positions of honor and trust and become, in the full sense of the 
term, leaders of men. In this class 1s that well-known gentleman, success- 
ful lawyer and real estate dealer, Charles Varner, of Continental, Putnam 
county, Ohio. He is a man who ranks among the leading citizens of Put- 
nam county, and who, for a number of years, has borne an influential part 
in the affairs of Putnam county, where he resides. 

Charles Varner was born on January 27, 1872, 1n Greensburg town- 
ship, Putnam county, Ohio. He is the son of Isaiah and lanny (Landis) 
Varner, the former of whom was the son of Jacob and Eliza (Guyton) 
Varner. Jacob Varner was a native of Virginia, as was also his wife. 
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Tle left Virginia to come to Ohio in pioneer days and was among the 
early settlers in this county. Isaiah Varner was born in Greensburg town- 
ship in 1842.) Fanny Landis was born in the same township in 1843. Isaiah 
Varner grew to manhood on the home place, known as the old Jacob Varner 
homestead, and was reared as a farmer. With the exception of a short time 
spent outside of the county, Isaiah Varner has remained on the original 
one hundred and sixty acres, where he still lives; although he is retired at 
the age of seventy-two. His wife is also living. 

To’ Mr? and Mrs. Isaiah VYarner,.ten, childfen,s were bor’: “Emma, 
deceased; Maggie, who is at home; Mrs. John Iernst, who died in 1g11; 
Charles, the subject of this sketch; Jacob, of Delxalb county, Indiana; 
Jerry, who also lives in DeKalb county; Martin, who lives in Williams 
county, Ohio; Curtis, who is at. home; Mrs. George Stauffer, who lives 
in Ottawa; and Chester, who lives in Hammond, Indiana. 

Charles Varner grew up on his father’s farm and was educated in 
the common schools. He attended the normal school at Angola, Indiana, 
for three or four terms, after which he returned to Putnam county and 
taught school for about eight years. Subsequently, he attended Ada Col- 
lege and was graduated in 1894 from the pharmaceutical course. He then 
worked in a drug store at Continental, Ohio, and while here, he read law 
and. was admitted to the bar in 1902. He began to practice in that year 
in Continental and during his practice, has also handled real estate, loans 
and insurance. Mr. Varner 1s still active in this business. 

Charles Varner was married on September 18, T9oT, to Mae FE. Eberly, 
who was born on January 26, 1879, in Lucas county, Ohio, and who ts the 
daughter of Benjamin and Jenme (Gorill) leverly. To this happy union, 
five children have been born: Ilarriett, Charles Gorill, Flope, Theodora and 
one who died in infancy. 

Charles Varner was at one time an active member of the Knights of 
Pythias, but is no longer a member. He is)a member of the [ree and 
Accepted Masons No, 570, the chapter and council at Ottawa, and the com- 
mandery at Defiance, Ohio. Tle is a member of Lodge No. 869, Independent 
Order of Odd Tellows, at Continental, Ohio. Mr. Varner is a stanch Ke- 
publican. Ile was an alternate delegate to the Republican national conyen- 
tion at Chicago, in tgt2. Tle served as mayor of Continental for one term, 
following root, and was city solicitor for four terms. Tle has been an active 
member of the school board. Religiously, Mr. Varner and lis family are all 


members of the Methodist: Episcopal chureh. tn a personal way, Charles 
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Varner is a congenial young man and well liked in his town and township. 
He is a good business man and bears a high reputation for honesty and in- 
tegrity in the community where his professional labors have been performed. 


VICTOR NOIROT: 


Putnam county is fortunate in the number and character of its farmers, 
and much of the material prosperity of the county can be attributed to the 
fact that its farmers have kept abreast of the times. It can hardly be ques- 
tioned that the farmer is an index to the civilization of a community. If the 
farmers are progressive and up-to-date, it follows that the standard of living 
in that community will be higher. Thousands of banks have been organized 
within the last few years in order to supply the needs of the farmers, and ac- 
cording to one authority, the farmer and his crop furnish the bulk of the 
money for most of the smaller banks throughout the United States. The 
wholesome living, which 1s the good fortune of the farmer, is a big factor 
in keeping up the general tone of a county. The business men of the towns 
are drawing the men for their employees from the country, and everywhere 
itis noted that the men who are rising to prominence in the various activities 
of life were born and reared on the farm. Putnam has long been known as 
one of the very best farming counties of the state, and its excellent farmers 
have been one of the greatest factors in the material advancement of the 
county. Among the many excellent farmers of Putnam county there is no 
one who stands higher in the estimation of his neighbors than Victor Noirot, 
of Monroe township. 

Victor Noirot was born on September 7, 1857, in Hancock county, Ohio, 
and is the son of Lawrence and Mary (Bouvier) Noirot. 

Lawrence Noirot was the son of Francis C. and [frances (Raclor) 
Noirot, the former of whom was born in 1798, in the village of Boncourt, 
County Manly, department of Hontmarn, France, and united in marriage to 
Itrances Raclor in 1823, at the same village. I*rances Raclor was born in the 
village where she was married, in December, 1800, and died on February 28, 
1Sys8._ Fle died September 26, 1866, in Henry county, Ohio. Before leaving 
France, Francis Noirot was mayor of Boncourt, France. They came to 
America with their family on October 27, 1853, and finally settled at Findley, 
Hancock county, Olio, with their children, Frances, Nicholas, Claude, Anna, 
Mary, Celestian, John and Velaria. One child, Magdelena, had died in 










‘alll : | ‘i y oeyaialaia. iN) 


TOMTOM AOTOY | 1 a ha q 


StoTIEy att Mp Tasetste bene vedi oils fet. otsmii10), ab Que 9, sea aia e 
olor baiderrte: ad: £189 Reais ody, qo ditreqeorg, intranet onl lo lon 
-eoup ad yibusi go 11 agoatt oil? To denords sqoa ove exaqniat 

ah 1 i NTSTEUIOS 8 ae eevee oil} ot roby ne ei 1 am er 
ageiil 49 Disbesie old inet awollot te ‘opel voi-qn h a ae 
peeiai ried ark ohn 4 16) i tl t Pirsist | “ 



















ote nH (av ae he jy yeas spate bes, ae ie a pera on 
adi tiwiias aNOLTBY DHT oth gag: NETO UY of acter S15 oly ftir olt aed beton ai ‘ 
ab, 10 nocd fiaash gril eed mornin cts) of no Benet brie ft wood ors stil io. 
atoms) trolsoxs eft hoe ,sobte ont ho evitinyod gainrst teod eke ofl to ao 
alt to jnsrrsoneybe: Isrrawoni gilt cab wAkoeT | jesikory ‘or) Oo aim “toad ound 
OMT 24 99 gtd uUdi09: cin! yo wrote) ineleoxs rend ott Brom s, Pais: 
Jono rolt'7 nud exodelyian eit: ina acne ceva oil 4 ‘at it Aviteia ofl Ww DFO 
| Fatih septa Gidenwor 90°10 \ 
OO edittues dsostte PL we eat ” roulteaies@ to mod aaw IIb yori oe 
| soto (roivnodl) yin bere, oonotv 8.1" to Oe oat. Th ba a 
(tologs)) .esocrny bow. .  atoterh Le awe eel BRE yore sonore tl, | 
Pinoonofl to ii ily sini eT) ian My fh bla l aay rier, hai ton Oh ot) 








632 7 PUTNAM COUNTY, OITIO. 


I*rance, and one son, Lawrence, came afterward. He was the father of the 
subject of this sketch. They came by way of New York City to Hancock 
county, and were farmers there for a time. Later, they removed to Putnam 
county, and here were among the early settlers, experiencing all the privations 
of pioneer life. Subsequently, they removed to Henry county, Ohio. 

Lawrence Noirot, the father of Victor, was born on August 9, 1830, in 
I'rance, and grew up there, coming to America at the age of twenty-six, in 
1856. His father, mother and family, had come three years previously, in 
1853. Lawrence Noirot came immediately to Hancock county by way of 
New Orleans. While in the South he contracted the yellow fever, and was 
laid up for three years in Hancock county, Ohio. Lawrence Noirot was mar- 
ried in 1856, to Mary Bouvier (a daughter of Claude Bouvier), a native of 
France, born on January 6, 1840. He was a farmer in Hancock county for a 
time, but later, in 1861, removed to Putnam county, and settled in Palmer 
township, where he farmed until March, 1887, when he moved to Defiance 
county, Ohio, where he farmed till his death, in August, 1867, at the age of 
sixty-seven years. He owned one hundred and sixty acres of land in Defiance 
county. Mrs. Mary Noirot, who was Mary Bourvier before her marriage, 
died on December 24, 1911, at the age of seventy-one years. Her parents 
were farmers and early settlers of Hancock county, Ohio, where they lived 
until their death. Lawrence and Mary (Bouvier) Noirot had seven children. 
Victoria married John C. Oakley, of Palmer township. Lawrence was the 
second child. Josephine married Edward Lafontaine, of Palmer township. 
Louis lives in Michigan, William A. lives at Galyard, Michigan, and Sophia, 
the only child who died. 

Victor Noirot lived in Hancock county, and was four years of age when 
he was brought to Putnam county, Ohio, by his parents, in 1861. With the 
exception of about seven years spent in Henry county, Ohio, he has lived 
in Putnam county all his life. He left home at the age of twenty-nine years. 
Mr. Noirot owned forty acres in Henry county, and sold out and came to 
Putnam county, where he purchased sixty acres in Monroe township, where 
he now resides and carries on general farming. Ile removed to his present 
farm in 1895. 

Mr. Noirot was married on November 23, 1886, to Catherine \Williams, 
a native of Palmer township, born on Iebruary 16, 1868, and the daughter 
of Michael and Mary Ann (lrankhart) Williams, the former of whom was a 
native of Germany and the latter of whom, also, was born in Germany, in 
Luxemburg. Mary Ann Irrankhart came to America with her parents at the 


age of seven years. 
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To Mr. and Mrs. Victor Noirot three children have been born. Oliver 
marricd I*lossie Beemer, and lives in Galyard, Michigan. Ile is a farmer 
there. They have no children. Viola married Grover Beemer, and lives at 
Old Fort, Ohio. They had one child, Victor manuel, who is deceased, 
Blanche, the third child, lives at home. 

Mr. Noirot 1s not a member of any lodge. He has been a member of the 
school board, and justice of the peace in Palmer township for one term. He 
served two terms as township clerk in Palmer township, being elected at the 
age of twenty-one years. He served as township trustee of Monroe township 
for two terms, and was on the school board for about twelve years. He was 
also township ditch supervisor for three terms, and is still active. Likewise, 
he has served as justice of the peace in Monroe township, and served several 
times upon the election board, and on numerous occasions as presiding judge 
of this board. Politically, Mr. Noirot is a stanch Democrat. Leligiously, he 
and his wife and family are members of the Catholic church at North Creek, 
in Palmer township. They are highly respected residents of Putnam county, 
and entitled to the free and generous esteem accorded them by their neighbors 


and friends. 


SAMUEL Mw DIGKIBY. 


One of Monroe township’s well-known farmers and stock raisers who- 
is deserving of a place in this volume, is Samuel M. Dickey, a man of 
courage, self-reliance and integrity of purpose. As a consequence of these 
qualities, during his entire life, he has stood high in the estimation of his 
neighbors and friends, whose interests he has always sought to promote. 
Mr. Dickey has been honored by the people of Perry township, where he 
formerly lived, and, in 1905, came very near being elected as sheriff of 
Putnam county, having lost out by a narrow margin. He has been a 
successful contractor, but now confines his attention wholly to farming. 

samuel M. Dickey was born on September 25, 1856, in Perry town- 
ship, Putnam county, Ohio. He is the son of Jacob and Nancy E. 
(Hutchinson) Dickey. 

Jacob Dickey was born on March 16, 1829, in Holmes county, Ohio, 
and died at his home near Continental, Ohio, on April 10, 1911, at the 
age of eighty-two years and twenty-five days. He came with his parents 
to Putnam county in 1842, when that country was a vast wilderness. He 
was married to Nancy I. Tlutehinson on August 25, 1852, and in the fall 
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of that year they came to their present farm in Perry township, where they 
both continued to live until death. Together they suffered the hardships 
of pioneer life and experienced many joys and sorrows. They built a 
log cabin in the woods and after their marriage lived in it for three years. 
Jacob Dickey then rented a farm of one hundred and seven acres and 
farmed it for two years, when he came to his farm in Perry township. 
With the exception of Samuel M., the subject of this sketch, all the 
children were born on the homestead farm. Jacob Dickey was the son 
of John and Mary (Deeds) Dickey, who came from Ilolmes county to 
Putnam county in 1842, and settled on a farm in Perry township close 
to the river, where they both died. Jacob Dickey was at oen time an 
active member of the Independent Order of Odd lellows, but was not 
active at; the time of ‘his ‘death. He ‘was’ township trustee, justice of 
the peace for many years, and a man of wide influence in the local councils 
of the Democratic party. Ile was not a member of any church. To Jacob 
and Nancy Dickey, nine children were born: G. W., of Cannelsburg, In- 
diana; Samuel M., whose history is here presented; Mrs. Lena Spitnale, 
of Perry township; Irank, who lives on the old home farm; Mrs. San- 
ford Smith. of Continental: VW. MM: of [Luma Ohio. Mars. Was Parnon, 
of Morley; Missouri; Tl. WK... who. also lives, at. Morley;,and.Mrs. John 
Camburn, of Amber, Pennsylvama. The mother of these children died on 
January 17, 1898, at the age of sixty years, having been born on January 
1G, 1536. 

Samuel M. Dickey remained on the home farm until his marriage 
and then farmed for about sixteen years near Dupont, Ohio, where he 
built a home. Subsequently, he came to Monroe township to a farm of 
forty acres, where he now lives. When Mr. Dickey moved to this farm, 
it was covered with timber and was more or less in a wild condition. He 
has cleared and ditched the farm, and in roti built a fine barn. He owns 
a fine residence and now has an ideal farm, and is known as one of the 
best farmers of Putnam county. Tle takes a great pride in this farm 
and is known as a good judge of stock. Mr. Dickey believes in progressive 
farming. Ife is a capable carpenter and Jearned this trade for his own 
benefit, building his own home. Tle followed contracting in) Putnam 
county for about twelve years, but is no longer engaged in this work. 

Samuel M. Dickey was married on April 23, 1879, to Emma T.utz, 
a native of Putnam county and the daughter of George and Justenia 


(Weaver) Lutz. Vo this union, one son, Joseph, has been born, loseph 
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married Winifred Llikson and lives at Alexandria, Indiana, where he is a 
teacher in the high school, now teaching his second term there. Ile has 
taught school for several years, and was principal of the school at Conti- 
nental, Ohio, and also at Mt. Sterling, Ottawa and Wilmington. [le studied 
law and was admitted to the bar in Indiana in 1912, but has never practiced, 
as he preters to teach. 

At one time, Samuel M. Dickey was active in the Knights of Pythias, 
but is no longer so. He was a candidate for sheriff in 1905 on the Demo- 
cratic ticket, but was defeated by a narrow margin. He was, for a period, 
assessor of Perry township. Although Mr. and Mrs. Dickey are not mem- 
bers of any church, they are moved by strong religious convictions and 
are Christians, nevertheless. Mr. Dickey is a man of excellent habits and 
sterling character; 1s quiet in his manner and conservative in his actions, 
and is known to be honest and upright mi all of Ins dealings with his 


fellowmen., 


FREDERICK WIE LIAM SCHROLDER: 


That nothing 1s impossible to the man of determination and pluck 1s 
proved every day, and an example of this is the story of I*rederick \V. Schroe- 
der, who located on his present farm in 1887 when the land was uncleared 
and choked with swamps. By hard, persistent effort the land was cleared, 
drained, fenced and improved until, today, it 1s one of the model places ot 
the county. The house is modern, being equipped with furnace, electric 
lights and other conveniences. Vhe barn and other outbuildings testify to 
the industry of the owner and are a credit to the county. 

Mr. Schroeder was born on April 14, 1861, in Greensburg township, 
Putnam county, the son of Carl and Agnes (lloenbrink) Schroeder, who 
were the parents of ten children as follows: Mrs. Anna Siebeneck, Mrs. Mary 
Meyer, Ifrank, Wilham, who died in 1900; John, of Liberty township, Put- 
nam county; Irederick \W.; Andrew, who died on November 26, 1914; 
Llenry, of Greensburg township; Ignatius, also of Greensburg township, on 
the old home place, which has been in the family for over eighty vears, and 
Mrs. Theresa Toby, also of Greensburg township. 

In 1834 Nicholas Schroeder came to America from Ostercappeln, Ger- 
many, bringing with him his son, Carl, who was born on December 22, 1827, 
and who became the father of Frederick William. Nicholas entered one 


hundred and sixty acres of government Jand in Greensburg township, Put- 
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nam county. The land was wooded and swampy, but by hard work was. 
made into an excellent farm. The land, which was close to the Blanchard 
river, was drained by Carl, who farmed the place all his hfe and achieved 
prominence in the community. He died on September 21, 1908, aged eighty 
years and eight months. 

Agnes Schroeder was a native of Glandorf, Germany, who came to the 
United States some years later than did her future husband. She was born 
on February 13, 1826, and died on April 19, 1911, aged eighty-five years, 
two months and six days. She was a loving mother, who endeared herself to 
her family and to her neighbors, and her death was regretted by a great num- 
ber of friends. She and her husband were the parents of the family of chil- 
dren who subsequently proved that the parents reared their children wisely 
and well. 

The vouth of Frederick Schroeder was spent on the home farm, and 
he received a common-school education, supplemented by the experience of 
hard work. He located on his present farm in 1887 which he immensely 
improved, and is now devoted to general farming, the raising of grain and the 
feeding of live stock. The farm on which he lives contains eighty acres, 
while he owns a place of seventy-four acres in Ottawa township, which he 
also cultivates. 

The marriage of Mr. Schroeder and Regina Moenter occurred on Octo- 
ber 26, 1887, his wife being the daughter of Frank and Ithzabeth (Wolf- 
horst) Moenter, who were the parents of nine children: Anna, who died 
in infancy; Anna Mary, deceased; Regina; Henry B., deceased; Henry, now 
living on the homestead in Marion township, Allen county, Ohio; Frank, 
also of Allen county; Mrs. Mary Pohlman, of Allen county; Clara and 
Rosa, both deceased. To Irederick Schroeder and his wife were born eight 
children, namely: Agnes, born on lebruary 14, 1889, married Bernard Eller- 
brock, and they farm the Elerbrock homestead, south of Glandorf, in Ottawa 
township; they have two children, Norbert and Sylvester. The remainder of 
the children, who live at home are: Cecilia [¢., born on April 18, 1891; Leo 
C., born on March 24, 1893; Ielix, born on January 5, 1895; Lucy M., born 
on January 5, 1897; [lenora, born on March 4, 1899; [edward John, born 
on July 25, 1901; and Clara T., born on September 26, 1904. 

rank Moenter, who also was a native of Germany, was born in 1840 
and died in April, 1896. This wife was a native of lort Jennings, Putnam 
county, and was born on January 17, 1843, and died on October 5, 1913, at 


the age of seventy. Irank Moenter came to America when he was about 
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six years of age, his parents locating on a farm in Marion township, Allen 
county, Ohio, near Delphos. The original place contained eighty acres, but 
one hundred and twenty acres were accumulated eventually. He was a popu- 
lar man, by reason of his fine, unassuming nature. 

Mr. Schroeder is a stanch member of the Democratic party, and is 
affiliated to the congregation of St. Mary’s Catholic church. He is a director 
of the German Mutual Farmers’ Fire Insurance Company, of Glandorf, Ohio, 
Which position he has held the last three years. Mr. Schroeder is a quiet- 
mannered gentleman, with a whole-hearted, unassuming personality, which 


has gained him many friends. 


FRANK J. VERHOFF. 


Practical industry, wisely and vigorously applied, never fails of success. 
It carries a man onward and upward, brings out his individuality and acts 


as a powerful stimulus to others. The greatest results in lite are often at- 


tained by simple means and the exercise of the ordinary qualities of common 
sense and perseverance. The every-day life, with its cares, necessities and 
duties, affords ample opportunities for acquiring experience of the best kind, 
and its most beaten paths provide a true worker with abundant scope tor 
self-improvement. 

rank J. Verhoff, who is numbered among the sterling citizens and 
progressive farmers of Greensburg township, Putnam county, Ohio, was 
born on June 22, 1864, on the parental farm in the sane township and county. 
lle is the son of Vheodore and [thizabeth (I¢gbers) Verhoff, pioneer resi- 
dents of Greensburg township. A full account of the paternal ancestry will 
be found elsewhere in this history of Putnam county, Ohio. 

The subject of this review received his education in the schools of Glan- 
dorf, Ohio, and in his youth worked on his father’s farm, and early learned 
the secrets of successful agriculture, a vocation to which he has devoted his 
entire life. Ile is now the owner of three hundred and twenty acres of 
choice farming land, the original tract of eighty acres in section 29 was deeded 
to him by his father, to which was added, by purchase, forty acres in section 
30, and, later, he purchased eighty acres just across in section 29, besides 
another tract of one hundred and twenty acres, which lies just north of the 
original farm, forty acres of which is in section 19 and eighty in section 29. 


as. bas. Qilenbivihat aiff arto egnitd Drawer bas buswao nee ry agiriso st 






































ig 


. . peer gillonzenns var Palos Mowe ae i 

a bts yang silat Sry 16 Godmon: roasie 6 Bk robo 

tojoonr 6 zi oP kernals otheittis. De Race je Te, ‘noiagots 0 
ei drohasl pte, Pai 108) pareasent - a0 ‘arocris pean pe pe me in vel aa 
-fsiip 6 # Pbdotthe aw AIO sail teal ald bladd, anil add toitieod Hotched : 

four saiinmoRiag | geninueesen | botisad-slosiw 8 itr W CRGRTOT ng. patenasett 


abngivt ne ibe ners eth 




















Ah Bolin 
if an Taye 


Aoowwty ama E 


ines 


| eso Be: aligt: Aeon pes sglanorogiyv hee’ stloziw scvienibat th et 


ag ti notte ots ohil ai aluest tenor all erator nlite’ Mbtovrog 8 eh. 
nommos to eottilenp \cteadbao oth bo seine odd bite etiseter algae vd’ benist 
bee astvigesot BITES att cdiw. aril: vob-wieve oil “SORE TaV98T9q | bins sarge 
bail geod ott to EEE Ee) Saripys rot 2st AUNOgYGo: olynng abro he eosin 
Tok oqaye tosbnads Mive Aodtove Sirtten abivorq’ herr ntsod feort att bee 
, | A oe Me Staudt tuamsvongniling 
barn, edasiiia -cailtore srlh sarortiy haractinsr Ai hte: Aerts ay ig Pia a 
es ,vrsl( J adnes: enna \qidewed giao) VO: epotitet ovieesrgong | 
Haroo bas aide! sate setat ipted inieoisy ott to. poss aon ‘ort no tried 
-izor isotiq: Bons (erodgel) Atodasiit bas stohoodT tw moe ‘oth ai ofl 
Hiv wrieoons, Uy TOS Ay ost Vo HMNOIDS Thad AY qualerrng ginlinoot) | do astral. 
HO “chanop croatiy" L le ywoseted eecly at ‘gtddwaelo bri od 
th) to doorne ott ut Hobby wid bovishor wares dd to doops cee a 
Avan eas bers wrth ereciet etl 10 bradrow cow eid int Toes ondtO ‘aaa i 
with botoysh ent) of doubly ob aobinso'y: entnobrgs lnbeeorse HO etorg98 oh 
to 29198 winond Las. bobo oon to 4 Tomo ay eran: er ee! ati laser 
behoals enue OL nioilyoe fuk awias. dng pine tone | oh 
peortove ft eos chiok \: TE: | 
f #olrteoed ue {OHUDe mm pile ek: ee pire y , “ 
’ ot to Anoa desi pail ointye aiaiahil lasing bres 
as sroituve abcoigia bas gr tengo ot 










638 PUTNAM COUNTY, OITIO. 


The father had erected the original farm buildings, to which the subject added 
a number of new buildings, making a total of eight fine farm and residence 
buildings. Mr. Verhoff does not specialize in the raising of any particular 
kind of crop, but gives careful attention to the rotation of such crops as 
interest him, keeping his land in the very best of condition and realizing a 
harvest that proves his farming profitable. 

rank J. Verhoff was married on November 6, 1889, to [*lizabeth Ham- 
berg, who was born in Osnabrock, Province of Flanover, Germany, ‘and is 
a daughter of Henry and Mary (Mueller) Hlamberg, natives of Germany. 
Mrs. Verhoff came to this country when she was but a child of fourteen, ac- 
companied by a brother, Henry, who settled on a farm near Glandorf, Put- 
nam county, Ohio. Besides the subject's wife, the maternal parents had four 
children who remained in the old country, Herman, George, Mary and Ber- 
nardina. 

Soon after the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Verhoff they took up then 
residence on the portion of the farm located im section 29, i Greensburg 
township, Putnam county, and to them were born nine children, named as 
follow: Magdelena, August 17, 1890; Ikmma Mary, September 18, 1892; 
Alphonse .T., October, na, 1895 ;(lraneis! ugaJ ulyo3,e 9898’; Loretta “Mary, 
January 17, Q0r4, Ediwand (Win June, 30, 1903; Amos, Ji, Octobers6;-1906 ; 
Urban .C., February 1, 1909; and Otham:A:, June 3, ror2.’ Of these chil- 
dren, Magdelena became the wife of Charles Kecker, and they live on a farm 
near Glandorf, Ohio. To this union one child was born, Albert U., July 2, 
1912. Imma Mary became the wife of Benjamin Recker, and are now liv- 
ing on his farm near Glandorf, Ohio. To this union no children have been 
born. 

Frank J. Verhoff’s well-directed efforts in the practical affairs of life, 
his capable management of all his own interests, and his sound judgment 
have brought him well-earned prosperity, his life demonstrating what may 
he accomplished by the man of energy and ambition who is not afraid to 
work, and who has the perseverance to continue his labors. Ile raises thor- 
oughbred and Shorthorn Durham cattle and Poland China hogs. Good 
natured, straightforward, unassuming, he commands the respeet of all with 
Whom he comes in contact and his friends are in aumber as his acquamtances. 
Politically, Mr. Verhoff is a firm believer in the old-time principles of Democ- 
racy; rehgiously, he is an active member of St. Michael's Catholic church, 
of Walida, Olio, and among the congregation is known to be a liberal donor 


to all meritorious movements toward the advancement of charity and religion. 
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HENRY?’ PHY! PsSCHARE R. 


Henry Philip Schafer, one of the members of the well-known Schafer 


family, of Putnam county, Ohio, and a prosperous farmer in Monroe town- 
ship, is well known in this section of Ohio. In the veins of the Schafer 
family flows the blood of the German nobility, Henry Philip Schafer being 
a distant lineal descendant from Baron Ilempleman, of Tlesse Castle, Ger- 
many. Many vears ago the Schafer family was founded in this country, 
where no rank of nobilitv is recognized, and where the merit of the indi- 
In public and private life, how- 
ever, the Schafer family in the country of their adoption has fulfilled the 
worthy traditions of their noble-born ancestors. 

Born on September 11, 1864, in Palmer township, Putnam county, Ohio, 
Ienry Philp Schafer is a son of Wilham and Mary (Morris) Schafer, who, 
at the time of his birth, were'residents. of. North Creek....Mr., Schafer’s pa- 
ternal grandparents, Philip Jacob and Ithzabeth Schafer, came to this coun- 
Philip Jacob Schafer 


try from Germany, and here established the family. 
The 


died, about the year 1840, in Noenig Hessen, Darmstadt, Germany. 
maternal grandfather, Flenry Morris, whose wife was Margaret Morris, was 
the first judge in Putnam county, Ohio. 

Hlenry Phihp Schafer’s father, William Schafer, was born at Koenig 
Hessen, Darmstadt, Germany, on lebruary 4, 1839, and passed away at 
North Creek, Putnam county, Oho, January 1, 1903. His devoted wife, 
Mrs. Mary (Morris) Schafer, the daughter of Judge Morris, and a faithful 
and loving helpmate throughout his life, was born on .\ugust 5, 1845, 1n 
Of their family of twelve chil- 


Monroe county, Ohio, on October 10, 1902. 
All are now living, except 


dren, seven were sons and five were daughters. 


Laura May, the next to the youngest, who died on September 1, 1903. The 
of these children in the order of their birth are as follow: Henry 


names 
Philip and John S., of North Creek, Ohio; Mrs. Margaret Jackson, of 


iladstone, Michigan: Mham W., of Greensburg township, Putnam 
Giladst Nichigan;..V\ g 


comitys, Gearge 1, of Dehance county, Olud: Charles C.’or North reek; 
Mrs. Sarah Jo Weller, of Silver Lake, Indiana; Mrs. Marty i: TenstermaKer, 


of Tlillsdale, Michigan; Mrs. Ida f.. Hiltner, of Palmer township, Putnam 


county; Benjamin I, of North Creek, Ohio; Laura May, deceased; and 
Joseph J., of Adrian, Michigan. 

After being educated in the common schools of Palmer township, Put- 
nam county, Ohio, and especially in District No. 3, of this township, Tlenry 


Philip Schafer served as deputy postmaster and railroad express agent at 
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North Creek, Ohio, from 1881, at the time he was seventeen years old, until 
18d4, when he was twenty. On October 6, 1888, he moved to his present 
farm of fifty-three acres in Monroe township, which is located one-half 
mile west of the original homestead farm. Here Mr. Schafer has farmed 
ever since. His land is well improved and shows evidence of the careful 
cultivation which it has received from its owner. Lor over twelve years Mr. 
Schafer has served as secretary of the Palmer Mutual lire Insurance Asso- 
‘ciation, with headquarters at North Creek, Ohio. 

One month before he removed to his present farm, on September 6, 
1888, Mr. Schafer was married to Martha Weller, a native of Van Buren, 
Ohio, born on April 7, 1864, the daughter of Dr. Jonathan and Rebecca 
Weller, the former of whom was born on June 10, 1830, and who died on 
June 16, 1898, and the latter of whom. was born on August 6, 
1830, and who died on January 8, 1902. Mr. and Mrs. Schafer are the 
parents of five children: Louis, born in 1891, was married on August 26, 
1913; Mrs. leva lenstemaker, born on September 23, 1895, was married on 
January 20, 1915; Mattie, born on June 11, 1897; Viola, born on July 1, 
1901, and Ralph, born on December 10, 1903. 

Mr. Schafer is a man of fine and friendly impulses, popular in the neigh- 
borhood where he lives, honorable in his dealings with his neighbors, and 
highly respected by the community at large. He is a worthy descendant of 
the great family of Baron Hempleman and a patrician at heart, even though 
the Schafer family no longer bears this name in our American democracy. 


JULIUS. C. RISSER. 


Among those persons who have, by virtue of their strong individual 
personality, earned their way to a position of high standing in the estima- 
tion of their fellow citizens, and who have, by sheer force of character and 
persistency, acquired a substantial competence in life, is Julius C, Risser, ot 
Sugar Creek township, Putnam county, Ohio. Mr. Risser has been active 
in the agricultural and stock -raising affairs, of Putnam county, for many 
years, and has acquired a position of distinet prominence as a breeder of 
thoroughbred Belgian horses. 

Julius C. Risser was born on February 25, 1864, in Allen county, Ohio, 
near Rockport. He is the son of Daniel and Elizabeth M. (Smith) Risser, 


whose family history is to be found elsewhere in this volume i sketches 
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MR. AND MRS. JULIUS C. RISSER. 
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of D. Rk. Risser, a brother of Julius C., and David Risser, of Riley town- 
ship, an uncle. 

Daniel and Islizabeth M. Risser moved to Sugar Creek township, when 
Julius C. was only a few months old. Here Julius C. remained until he was 
twenty-seven years old. It was on the old homestead of his father that he 
spent his childhood and youth. Here he attended the old Michael district 
school. Shortly after finishing the common schools he went to the Ohio 
Northwestern University, at Ada, completing the commercial course. After 
this he returned to the home farm and assisted his father until his marriage, 
April 1, 1891. 

Julius C. Risser was married to Mary FE. Clevenger, who was born on 
the old Clevenger homestead, south of Vaughnsville, September 15, 1866. 
She is the daughter of James and Catherine (Vaughn) Clevenger. 

After his marriage Julius C. Risser came to his wife’s home, where 
they have resided ever since. Mr. Risser took charge of the Clevenger home 
place, consisting of one hundred acres, and after his father’s death obtained 
possession of his father’s home place of two hundred acres, by buying out 
the interest of the other heirs. Besides Mr. Risser’s land holdings in Sugar 
Creek township, he also owns a section of six hundred and forty acres in 
Texas. Mr. Risser is a stockholder in the Peoples Banking Company, of 
Columbus Grove and Vaughnsville. 

Julius C. Risser and wife have had eight children: James Daniel, born 
on January 26, 1892; Catherine Elizabeth, born on July 2, 1893; Ada May, 
horn on September 29, 1895; Sarah [mima, born on September 17, 1898; 
Nelhe Ruth, born on November 14, 1901; Mary Tellen, born on October 11, 
1904; Harry Idwin, born on July 11, 1907, and Grace Pauline, born on 
April §< 1911. 

Julius C. Risser is the owner of two fine farms, both of which are very 
highly improved. The old homestead has a very large and commodious 
barn, forty-two by one hundred feet, and an addition of a substantial cattle 
barn, thirty by fifty feet. In addition to this, there are other buildings in 
keeping with the surroundings, including a brick residence of ten rooms. 
On his present home farm Mr. Risser has good barns and other splendid 
improvements, including a handsome brick residence of twelve rooms, with 
all modern conveniences, and equipped with private electric light plant and 
a water system. It 1s conceded to be one of the finest country homes in the 
county. This residence is beautifully situated on the south bank of Sugar 
creck, one-cighth of a mile south of Vaughnsville. It is a noteworthy fact 
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that Mr. Risser owes his prominence in the community largely to his own 
efforts, untiring energy and good business judgment. He has been branch- 
ing out lately to the breeding of thoroughbred Belgian horses, having re- 
cently purchased a magnificent stallion, “Dernier,” No. 8673, which won the 
gold medal at the big horse show of Spa, Belgium, in 1914. He also raises 
bees and has about one hundred hives, from which he realizes a source of 
revenue in the sale of honey. , 

Mr. and Mrs. Risser and family attend the Christian church, of which 
Mrs. Risser is a member. Mr. Risser is a member of Maccabees Lodge No. 
312, at Vaughnsville. Mr. Risser is a Democrat, but has never aspired to 
office. 


JOHN T. VERHOFF. 


The names Verhoff and Brinkman for several generations have been 
familiar and respected among the people of Putnam county, the progenitors 
of these two families having been among the earlier settlers of the county— 
pioneers who left their impress upon the community in which they lived 
and labored, in which they wrested from the wilderness, homes for them- 
selves, which have come down to their descendants to the fourth and fifth 
generations, in all of which time the two names above noted have stood for 
thrift, energy and directness of purpose. When, in 1899, these two names 
were linked and united by the marriage of John T. Verhoff and Catherine 
Brinkman there was much rejoicing among the friends of this worthy couple, 
for this insured the establishment of another family which should be marked 
by the same sterling traits as ever had characterized the families of the two 
thus united. It is eminently fitting, therefore, that in a work of this kind, 
containing the histories of the leading families of Putnam county, some 
reference should be made to the life of the gentleman whose name appears 
above. 

John T. Verhoff was born on his father’s farm near Glandorf, Greens- 
burg township, Putnam county, Ohio, on April 6, 1871, the son of Theodore 
and Itlizabeth (légbers) Verhoff, prominent in the life of that part of the 
county. I*or further details of the genealogy of the Verhoff family, the 
reader is referred to the sketch of Theodore Verhoff, father of the subject 
of this sketch, presented elsewhere in this volume. 

John P. Verhoff was reared on the paternal farm and received his edu- 
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cation in the common schools of Greensburg township and attended for 
three years the graded school at Glandorf. Until he ~was twenty-four years 
of age he lived on his father’s farm, after which he moved to a farm owned 
by his father in section 29, Greensburg township, where he lived with his 
brothers, Joseph and August, and his sister, Mary, the latter of whom kept 
house for them. Here he remained, assisting in the work of the farm, for 
three years, or until his marriage in 1899, after which he moved to the farm 
in Union township on which he still resides and which he now owns, but 
which at that time belonged to his father. Though there were comfortable 
buildings on this farm at the time he took possession, Mr. Verhoff has greatly 
improved the place, by reconstructing the house and barn better to conform 
to the modern standard and has put up a number of substantial outbuildings 
necessary to the proper operation of the farm. On this farm of one hundred 
and twenty acres, eighty acres of which he bought from his father, the addi- 
tional forty having been bought later, Mr. Verhoff engages quite success- 
fully in general farming and pays some attention to the raising of full- 
blooded Jersey cattle. He is industrious and energetic and, with the char- 
acteristic Verhoff thrift, has accumulated a fine property. 

On August 23, 1899, John T. Verhoff was united in marriage with 
Catherine Brinkman, the daughter of Henry and Sophia (Ricker) Brink- 
man, both of whom were born near Glandorf, in this county, the parents 
of both having come from Germany in the early days of this county’s settle- 
ment and located in the Glandorf neighborhood, where they joined the other 
German pioneers in clearing the land for the future generations. Henry 
and Sophia (Ricker) Brinkman were the parents of nine children, the 
others, besides Mrs. Verhoff, being: Joseph, Mary, Frank, Barney, Theresa, 
sernardina, Anna and Josephine, of whom the first four named are now 
deceased. ‘The mother of the above children died in 1882 and Mr. Brinkman 
married, secondly, Caroline Ifoppe, to which union there were born five 
children: Henry, Veronica, Helen, Amos (deceased) and Caroline. 

To John T. and Catherine (Brinkman) Verhoff have been born the 
following children: Verona, born on December 30, 1900, died a few days 
later; Leona, born on May 30, 1902; Mary, born on March 25, 1905; Ber- 
nardina, born on October 18, 1906, and Raymond, born on June 10, 1908, 
the first three named of whom are in school and making diligent use of their 
excellent scholastic opportunities. 

John T. Verhoff and wife are members of St. Michael's Catholic church 
at Kalida, and are active in the affairs of that parish, being well known for 
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their kindliness and benevolence. Mr. Verhoff is connected with the Catho- 
lic Knights of Ohio and takes an active part in the affairs of that organiza- 
tion. [Ile is one of the substantial men of his section of the county and 
wields a good influence therein. 


WILLIAM A. EDELBROCK. 


One of the oldest and best known families in Putnam county is the 
Edelbrock family, one of the members of which the biographer takes pleasure 
in calling the attention of the reader to at this point in this interesting and 
valuable biographical volume. 

Wilham A. [delbrock was born March 20, 1863, the son of Henry and 
Theresa [edelbrock, for the genealogy of whom the reader 1s referred to the 
sketch of John I¢delbrock, brother of William A., presented elsewhere in this 
volume. 

William A. Edelbrock was reared on his father’s farm and received his 
early education in the neighborhood schools, remaining on the paternal farm 
until his marriage in 1895, with the exception of two years, dusing which 
time he was engaged in the saw-mill business in Greensburg township, this 
county, and was one of the most popular younk men in the neighborhood. 

On November & 1895, William [delbrock was united in marriage with 
Theresa Iluster, the daughter of William and Dora Fluster, well-known 
residents of Greensburg township, where Mr. [luster still lives on his farm, 
his wife having died some years ago, and who were the parents of seven 
children, Frank, Charles, William, Philomena, Theresa, I¢lizabeth and WKath- 
arime. 

Mrs. Edelbrock’s father, William Huster, was born in the Province of 
Hanover, Germany, son of Henry and [elizabeth (Gertker) Huster, who had 
eight children. Henry and [lizabeth came to this country and@settled where 
their son William now lives. She died here and he moved to Shelby county, 
Ohio, where he lived until his death. William Huster was married in Glan- 
dorf, Putnam county, to Dora Schroeder. She was born in Putnam ec unty, 
a daughter of Nicholas and Mary Schroeder, who were born in Germany. 
After marriage, William and Dora (Schroeder) EHuster moved to a farm in 
Greensburg township, and later, after his father had moved to Shelby county, 
Ohio, he bought the home place from his father in Greensburg township, of 


sIxty acres, and he now owns ecighty-seven acres. “Vo William -baster and 
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wife were born nine children, rank, Charles, William, Philomena, Theresa 
(wile of subject of this sketch), Ilizabeth, Katrina, all living, and Ilenry 
and Maryann, who are dead. Mr. Lluster’s wife died on January 4, IQI1. 
He still lives on his farm, which is just east of his son-in-law’s, Mr. I£del- 
brock. Mr. Huster’s sons manage and develop the farm. All belong to St. 
John’s Cathohe church at Glandorf. 

Following his marriage, Mr. I¢delbrock moved: to a farm of forty-seven 
acres, which he bought in Jackson township, this county, which he improved 
and on which he remained for four years. He then moved to Greensburg 
township, where for two years he operated the old Dangler saw-null. At 
the end of that time he sold this mill, but later took 1t over again and moved 
it to Avis, at which place he bought forty-three acres of land, on which he 
now operates the mill and engages in general farming. This saw-mill is of 
modest size and capacity, but turns out a good deal of custom work and has 
proved not only a great convenience in the neighborhood, but a source of con- 
siderable revenue to the owner. 

To William A. and Theresa (Huster) Idelbrock there have been born 
three children: Hulda, born on July tr, 1897; Louis, born on July 25, 1899, 
and Leonore, born on December 6, 1908, who are the delight of the lives of 
their devoted parents and the light of their happy home. 

William Edelbrock and wife are members of the Catholic church at 
Glandorf and are rearing their children in that faith. They take an active 
part in the benevolent affairs of their home parish and are interested ii all 
the good works of the neighborhood, being well liked and popular throughout 
that entire region. 


ASA VabRINIER, 


A great movement cannot be built on one little ship—the Mayflower. It 
takes a lot of ships and a big lot of people to make a commonwealth. A 
pyranud cannot be built on its apex, nor a great nation on one ship. Ply- 
mouth and Salem and Boston; Providence and llartford and New Haven; 
Manhattan, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Jamestown, Kaleigh, Charleston and Sa- 
vannah are the bright and shining stars of the Pilgrim immigration to \mer- 
ica; and the Brotherhood of Separationists, of Puritans, of Dutch burgo- 
masters, Of Roman Catholic freemen, of Philadelphia Quakers, of Virginia 
planters, of Carolina disciples of Locke and [luguenots of Georgia, illustrate 


the fact that one type of motive makes the world akin. In the very nature 
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of things, there are in this section of Ohio many descendants of the old 
Colonial families, the progeny after many generations of those who dared the 
perils of a new world to obtain the freedom of conscience which their souls 
panted for. Among these there is one, whose descent on both the maternal 
and maternal line, is from old Colonial stock, who merits mention in this bio- 
graphical work, not only on account of his long American lineage, but on ac- 
count of the character of his labors in this community, and it is a pleasure for 
the biographer here to engage the reader’s attention to a brief and modest re- 
view of the life of the gentleman whose name appears at the head of this 
sketch. 

Asa Varner, a well-known and progressive farmer of Greensburg town- 
ship, Putnam county, Ohio, was born on the farm on which he still makes 
his home and where his whole life has been spent, on September 15, 1853, 
the son of Jacob and Eliza (Guyton) Varner, the former of whom was born 
in Paige county, Virginia, of a family that for generations had been promi- 
nent in Virginian affairs, and the latter of whom was born in Maryland, a 
member of a family that had been established in that state in early Colonial 
days. 

Jacob Varner was reared in Paige county, Virginia, the place of his 
birth, and there grew up as a practical farmer. In the year 1833, when about 
thirty years of age, he migrated to Ohio, coming to Putnam county, where 
he entered from the government a tract of one hundred and fifty-five acres 
in Greensburg township, where he spent the rest of his life, this same farm 
now being in the possession of his son. Jacob Varner entered upon the task 
of clearing this farm, which was then covered with a virgin forest. He 
erected a log cabin, the floor of which was of split slabs, and in that humble 
dwelling-place he lived and labored alone for several years. Then, seeing 
his way clear to the establishuent of a definite and permanent home, he sought 
a helpmate and brought to his cabin-home his bride, Eliza Guyton, the daugh- 
ter of Vincent and Anna Guyton, who had settled on a farm in Ottawa town- 
ship, this county, having come to this county from the state of Maryland. 
With this additional incentive to labor, Jacob Varner continued the task of 
bringing his farm to a proper state of cultivation and quickly had a profitable 
and productive place, soon becomime one of the best-circumstanced men in 
that pioneer neighborhood. As circumstances warranted he built new and 
better buildings on Ins place and later added to his original holdings an ad- 
joming tract of eighty acres, bringing it all to an excellent state of cultiva- 
tion, having at the time of his death one of the model farms of Greensburg 
township. Not only did he prosper on the matertal side, but he did well his 
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part in the moral, social and civic life of the community and was looked upon 


as one of the leaders in that section of the county, both he and his wife being 
regarded as among the leaders in the communal life. Jacob Varner died in 
1895, his wife having predeceased him ten years, her death having occurred 
in 1885, and both were sincerely mourned in the community of which they 
so long had been such prominent and active factors. : 

To Jacob and Eliza (Guyton) Varner were born nine children: Mary- 
ann, Ellen, Elizabeth, Rebecca, Barbara, Isaiah, William J., Asa and Ruth, 
all of whom are still living, save Maryann and Barbara. Maryann married 
Dr. Hiram Ayres, of Paulding Center, Ohio, where her death occurred; 
Elizabeth married David Cushman and lives in Michigan; Rebecca married 
Virgil Bibler and also lives in Michigan; Isaiah married Fannie Lantus and 
resides in Greensburg township, this county; William J. married Anna Simon 
and lives in Ottawa. 

Asa Varner was reared on the paternal farm and received his early edu- 
cation in the schools of Greensburg township. Upon attaining manhood’s 
estate he continued to remain at home, assisting his father in the manage- 
ment of the place, not marrying until he was thirty-five years of age. After 
his marriage he continued to remain on the home place, which he inherited 
upon the death of his father in 1895. Since coming into possession, Mr. 
Varner has made many notable improvements on the place and now has one 
of the best equipped farms in Greensburg township, all the appointments of 
the same being up-to-date and complete. 

On October 2, 1887, Asa Varner was united in marriage with Arnolda 
Greene, daughter of Henry and Mary (Hunter) Greene, the former of 
whom was. born in Athens county, Ohio, and the latter of whom was born in 
Franklin county, Ohio. Bereft of his mother in his early childhood, Henry 
Greene was reared by his half-sister, Sarah, and received his education in the 
schools of Athens county. Upon reaching manhood, he went to Franklin 
county to work on a farm and there met and married Mary Hunter and three 
years later came to Putnam county, locating on a farm of forty acres near 
Fort Jennings. Thus he later sold and moved to the town of Kalida, where 
he bought property, at the same time buying forty acres of land in Union 
townslip. His wife died during their residence in Kalida, after which Mr. 
Greene made lis home with his daughter, Mrs. Varner, his death occurring 
on May 12, 1901, two years after the death of his wife. The Greenes were 
most excellent people and were held in the highest regard by their wide circle 
of acquaintances. They were the parents of nine children, three of whom 
died iv infancy, the others bemg: Sarah, William, Silas, Weltha, Mary and 
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Arnolda, the latter of whom married Mr. Varner. Waulliam Greene was a 
soldier of the Union army during the Civil War, having served for three 
years in Company G, One Ilundred and Sixty-first Regiment, Ohio Volun- 
teer Infantry. He lived but three days after returning home from the serv- 
ice, his death being due to illness contracted in the army. 

To Asa and Arnolda (Greene) Varner have been born five children, as 
follows: Iloyd Tllis, who was born on I’ebruary 12, 1889, and died on Iteb- 
ruary 16, 1889; Ina Victoria, born on September 16, 1894; Byron I[tugene, 
born on June 9, 1897; Gladys Merle, born on December 3, 1899, and Alfred 
Clarke, born on July 3, 1902. Gladys and Ina attended the high school at 
Continental and the latter was graduated from that institution with the class 
of 1915. Byron assists his father in the management of the farm. [n addi- 
tion to rearing their own family, Mr. and Mrs. Varner have reared three 
orphans to manhood and womanhood, taking them into their home in their 
childhood, educating them and giving them happy homes until their marriage, 
rearing them even as their own children. The three persons thus happily 
provided for are Arthur Quick, Burt Butler and Gertrude Stevens, all well 
known in the neighborhood of the Varner home. 

The Varner home is noted for its generous hospitality and Mr. and Mrs. 
Varner are considered as among the leaders in the social lite of their com- 
munity. Kindly and full of Christian charity, they have the regard of all 
who know them and are highly esteemed throughout that whole section of 
the country. 


FRANK RIEMAN, SR. 


There is no vocation in which man may engage which permits of so 
much independence as that of the agriculturist. Modern methods of farm- 
ing and a just return for his labors have brought this about. Time was 
when the farmer was almost looked down upon and when his true position 
in the economic scheme of the country was little appreciated, but that day is 
past, and the successful and up-to-date farmer may, if he so desires, have 
all the advantages worth while which his city brother possesses, and, im ad- 
dition, have the freedom, the independence and the joy of out-of-doors, 
which the average city man knows little of. 

One of the well-known farmers of Putnam county, Ohio, is) lrank 
Rieman, Sr., the immediate subject of this sketch, who was born in Ottawa 
township on February 24, 1842, a son of John and Mary (Mehring ) Rie- 


man, both natives of Oldenburg, Germany, 
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John Rieman, when a youth, emigrated from the Fatherland with his 
parents, the family locating in Cincinnati, Ohio, at which point he married 
his wife. After remaining there a short time, the family came to Putnam 
county, settling near Glandorf, and later removing to a farm where the 
parents passed the remainder of their days., Of the family, [frank Rie- 
man is the only son living at this time, and surviving with him are his 
three sisters, Bernadina, Anna and Mary. The brothers who have passed 
from life are John, Ignatius, Barney and Charles. 

When a boy, Frank Rieman attended the schools near his home 
and worked with his father on the home farm. [early in 18606 he was united 
in marriage to Mary Karhoff, a daughter of Henry and Adelaide (Grothe) 
INarhoff, both born in the province of Hanover, Germany. Immediately 
upon arriving in this country, they set out for Putnam county, where they 
passed the remainder of their days. At first Mr. Narhoff secured employ- 
ment during the construction of the old canal and then he purchased a farm 
In Ottawa township, upon which they spent their remaining years. Ile was 
but fifty-one years of age at the time of his death, but his widow survived 
him until she had reached the ripe old age of eighty-six years. Their 
children were Theresa (deceased), Mary (wife of our immediate subject), 
Jernadina, I*rank, Anna and Philomena. 

Shortly aiter marriage, on ‘April’ 25,/1866, frank Rieman and _ his 
bride came to the farm where he now lives. Through the passing years this 
spot has become very dear to him, for her the children were all born and 
reared and the many happy associations have bound him closely to the spot. 
The farm home first contained but eighty acres, but Mr. Rieman has added 
to it until his possessions at the present time total one hundred and ninety 
acres. This homestead contains splendid buildings, most all of which have 
been erected by Mr. Rieman, and in addition to his general farming, in 
which he ts highly successful, he specializes to a limited extent in full-blooded 
Short-horn cattle. 

The children of the family are: Philomena, born on March 14, 1867; 
Ienatius, born on December 6, 1870; Frank, born on November 14, 1872; 
Andrew, born on November 14, 1874; Charles, born on November 1&, 1878, 
and Clara, born on March 18, 1882. Hubert, the youngest of the family, 
first saw the heht of day on August 25, 1886. Philomena became the wife 
of Trank Marmon, of Liberty township, this county, and is the mother of 
two children. Tgnatius married Bernadina Schmidt and lives in’ Union 
township, They have one child. Prank married Lena ldelbrook and. is 


engaged in farming in Greensburg township. They have three children. 
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Andrew married Flora Merschman, who has borne him one child. Charles 
chose Nora Quinn as dus life partner and they reside in Indianapolis, In- 
diana. Clara and Hubert remain under the parental roof. 

Mr. &ieman has lived his life so that he is held high in the esteem 
of all with whom he comes in contact, and the same may well be said of 
every member of his family. Both he and Ins good wife are genial, whole- 
hearted people of a ligh order of intelligence, and the influence which has 
emanated from their charming home circle cannot be estimated. The fam- 
ily belong to St. John’s, at Glandorf, and Mr. Rieman’s political prefer- 
ences are with the Democratic party, although he finds little time for such 
matters, as he is thoroughly devoted to his farm. While he 1s practically 
retired from active farming, he is still hale and hearty, an intelligent old 
gentleman and very amiable, as is also his wife. 

They have a very attractive farm. He and his wife take great pride 
in their garden, which furnishes the recreation and interest for them since 
they have reached advanced years. He has, in the past, served as a member 
of the school board, but generally has confined his attention to his farm. 


JOSEPH, M. SHANK. 


Every state and nation must have its leaders, and we would join the 
choir of voices which honor their names and achievements. In spite of its 
numerous industries and commercial interests, wealth, we are told, is, in 
the last analysis, based upon the soil. If this be true, the back-bone ot the 
American republic is the mass of toilers who have created wealth by convert- 
ing the waste lands into fertile fields, and have been content to let their lives 
he the shadowed backgrounds for the heralded deeds of those whom the 
world calls great. Many such are by the world unknown, but they have 
filled their niche, and have added much to the common good, 

Among those who have helped to make the history of Putnam county, 
both by reason of their own industry and inherited talent, is Joseph MM. 
Shank. That enterprise characterizes this family, is evidenced by the fact 
that one uncle built and operated the first grist-mill mn the county, and another 
the first hotel. 

Joseph M. Shank was born in Greensburg township, Putnam county, 
Ohio, January 1, 1839. Ele is the son of Jonas and Fanme (Myers) Shank. 


The father of Mr. Shank was for many years a much-beloved preacher, 
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being the first ordained minister of the Mennonite faith in Putnam county. 
Vhe neighbors still relate incidents showing the devotion of this good man 
to his people. It is said that many times he neglected his business to attend 
and officiate at funerals or to visit the sick. l*or twenty-seven years this. 
man went about preaching and doing good. He was born and educated in 
Maryland, and was twenty-six years old when he came to this county. Hav- 
ing learned to be a skilful blacksmith, he worked several years at this trade 
in Putnam county, locating on a farm of one hundred and sixty acres of 
government land. This farm is now the home of Samuel Shank. Jonas 
Shank married in Maryland, before he came west. 

Going back another generation, we find that the parents of Jonas Shank 
and grandparents of Joseph, were Christian and Mary Shank whose home 
was 1n Washington county, Maryland, where they spent their entire lives. 
Ifour of their children, Henry, Jacob, Christian and Jonas removed in their 
early manhood to Putnam county, and a daughter, Sophia, also came west 
and married Henry Myers. They lived on a farm in the same county with 
their brothers until their death. Three brothers remained in Maryland. 
They were Fred, Noah and John. 

The maternal grandparents of Joseph Shank were John and Mary 
Myers. John Myers was a German by birth, coming to America before the 
Revolutionary War, when he was still an energetic wide-awake young man. 
After his marriage in Maryland where he first settled, he too came west 
and selected Greensburg township, Putnam county, for his future home. 
He lived on a farm now occupied by Joseph Prowant. The children born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Myers were: Jacob, Joseph, John, Samuel, Peter and 
Fannie, the mother of Joseph M. Shank, concerning whom this review is 
written: Maria, ‘Barbara, Abraham and Christian. 

Coming to this county, about 1832, the men of this interesting family 
all engaged in agricultural pursuits. Samuel it was, however, whose ambi- 
tion extended beyond the farm to a grist-mill, which was the first to turn the 
quiet waters of the nearest stream to industrial use. And Peter, with the 
gregarious tastes, surrounded himself with the social lite of a country tav- 
ern. ‘This attractive social center was situated where Dupont is now. All 
of the members of this pioneer family belonged to the faith of their father, 
the Mennonite church and all have long since passed away. 

With this glimpse of the family inheritance of Joseph Shank, it is not 
surprising to learn that Mr. Shank impressed his personality so. strongly 
upon the community that for many years he inspired its educational interests 
and held offices which, though political, gave him opportunity for honest 
and efficient service. 
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Vhough he was born and died on a farm, agricultural pursuits did not 
limit his activities, as the varied interests of his hfe will show. After leav- 
ing school, he began the career of a farmer, first renting a farm. But not 
content with this, he bought eighty acres, the land on which he now resides. 
This was in the year of 1864, after three years of residence on rented prop- 
erty. Then began the work that brought out the sturdy characteristics that 
always elicit admiration. With his own hands, he cleared and drained the 
land, and erected the buildings in which to house his family and live stock. 

Joseph M. Shank was twice married. His first marriage occurred in 
1862, when he married Samantha Neill, daughter of John and Anna Neill. 
Their children were: Seth, Eldon, Iemmet, John, Aaron, Albert and Alban. 
The last two were twins, and died when \three' years‘of' age. “Seth, who 
became a school teacher, farmer and,,county clerk, ‘married’ Margaret Ice, 
and now lives in Paulding county, Ohio. [¢ldon married Zella Dangler, and 
moved’ to ‘Ashtabula, Ohie. _Vheir,:ehildnen aré :makester/4Paut** William, 
Cleota, Elizabeth, \lice and Joseph. [¢mmet has had the responsible posi- 
tion of conductor on the Cincinnati, Hamilton, & Dayton Railroad for over 
twenty years. He married Callie Burkett, who became the mother of three 
boys, Harold, Ralph and Joseph. Their home ts in Lima, Ohio. John, who 
married Creta Schuler, is*also, a. railnoader. His home is in Lima, Ohio. 
Lela Hill became the wife of Aaron, whose residence is in Lima, Ohio. 
Aaron is a skilled mechanie. 

Joseph M. Shank’s first wife passed away in 1878. Seven years later 
he married Sarah Kirkendall, daughter of Daniel and [hzabeth Kirkendall, 
of Putnam county, formerly of Columbiana county, Ohio. This marriage 
OCChIned Ol AUSUSt 12, 1s05. 

An interesting circumstance connected with the family history of the 
second Mrs. Shank is that her grandfather lived to be one hundred and five 
vears old. He and his wife moved from Columbiana county to Putnam 
county where they lived only two years, returning then to their former home 
where they died. Their children were: Benjamin, [dward, Van Anna, 
elizabeth, Rebecca, John and Daniel. 

The maternal grandparents of the second Mrs. Shank were John and 
Ruth Crawford, residents of Columbiana county, where they lived and died. 
Their children were: David, Perry, Samuel, who was killed in the Civil 
War; Sarah and [lizabeth, who was the mother of Sarah Wirkend sl! Shank. 
Mrs. Shank’s family figures prominently in the early history of Olio, as she 
comes from oa line of fighters, among whom was Colonel Crawford, who 
was captured by the Indians and burned at the stake. 
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The children born to the second marriage of Joseph Shank were Ora, 
Bessie and Loa. Ora, whois an electrical. engineer and lives in New L[laven, 
Connecticut, became the husband of [elmer Trench; Bessie, the second daugh- 
ter, has remained single, as has also her sister Loa. All of Mr. Shank’s 
children received their education in the county in which they lived. Bessie 
became a well-known and much liked school teacher and 1s now a book- 
keeper tor the Buckeye Company at Continental, Ohio. 

Mr. Shank’s brothers and sisters, Susan and Mary, were born in Mary- 
‘land. Of these, the former married Hl. S. Mellinger, a farmer living in 
Putnam county. Mary became the wite of S. W. Neill, and lived until her 
death where Joseph Neill now lives. [hzabeth married Jacob Stauffer and 
they made their home in Richland county until the latter was killed in the 
Civil War. A successful farmer in this county is Christian, the husband of 
Catherine Shank Brenneman. John, who married a Miss Hoover, who 
was then engaged in teaching school, is still living and making his home on 
a farm. Samuel married Nannie Donavon and resided in Greensburg town- 
ship. Barbara Ridenour became the wife of Jonas Shank, and they are 
living near Kalida, Ohio. .Veronica, the youngest sister of Mr. Shank, 
married David Smith and now lives in Dupont. 

Joseph M. Shank always took a deep interest in matters concerning 
the schools, and it was this interest that led his friends and the citizens in 
general to make him a school director. During his term of office, the school 
work of the county was placed upon a higher and more efficient plane than 
it had formerly occupied. ‘That he found time for public office is evidenced 
by the fact that for eleven years, Mr. Shank was township assessor and for 
twelve years served as township trustee. 

In national politics, Mr. Shank may be classed as a militant Democrat 
of the old school, but he reserves the right to exercise independence when it 
comes to voting in local elections. In religious matters, Mr. Shank casts 
his lot with the Methodists, and contributes of his means to that demonination, 

As a farmer, his interests have been for years along the line of raising 
fine live stock, and for miles around, the traveler hears of his’ splendid 
‘Chester White hogs, which are of excellent breed. 

In spite of his advanced years, Mr. Shank is very active both mentally 
and physically. He personally superintends matters pertaining to the farm, 
and yet finds time to read and keep abreast with the times. Both he and his 
wife, who comes of Revolutionary stock, are among those who are most 
greatly esteemed in the community im which they and their families have 
lived. 
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SAMULDE: DoatHENSET. 


Biography does more than give voice to a man’s modest estimate 
of himself and his accomplishments. Its function is to leave upon the pages | 
of history the verdict of his neighbors and friends, with reference to his 
character and reputation in the community where he has lived. ‘The life 
history of Samuel D. Hensel, the present postmaster at Continental, Ohio, 
has been such as to elicit just praise from his neighbors and from the men 
Who know him. best. He has always been loyal to every trust imposed 
upon him and has been upright in all of his dealings with his fellows. 
\While he has prospered in a personal way, at the same time, he has always 
given his support towards promoting any cause which might advance the 
welfare of the community at large. Samuel D. Hensel is a man well known 
in Putnam county. 

Samuel D. Hensel was born, December 18, 1867, in Perry township, 
and is the son of George and Catherine (Smith) Hensel. George Hensel 
was born in [airfield county, Ohio, and grew up there. He came to Dela- 
ware county, Ohio, early in life and remained there for four years. He 
was reared as a farmer and made this his vocation while living in Dela- 
ware county. On September 13, 1861, George Hensel was married in 
Delaware county, and immediately after his marriage, he moved to Put- 
nam county, settling in Perry township on sixty acres of land. He lived 
upon this farm for nine years, then sold it and removed to Monroe town- 
ship. Here he farmed eighty acres until his death on March 16, 1892, at 
the age of sixty-three years. [Ile was a member of the Independent Order 
of Odd Irellows at Dupont, Ohio, for over thirty-five years. He served 
as constable for many years. During a long period he displayed a keen 
interest in out-of-door sports. He was an active worker in the United 
Brethren church at Prairie Chapel, Union township. 

Mrs. Catherine Hensel, who before her marriage was Catherine Smith, 
a native of Delaware county, Ohio, was born on November 7, 1833. She 
was the daughter of Gilbert and Nellie (Cortwright) Smith. Mr. and 
Mrs. George Hensel were the parents of six children: Warner, who died 
on July 4, 1872; Harry, who lives at Jeffersonville, Indiana; Samuel D., 
the subject of this sketch; Manford, who died on March 18, 1900; Sher- 
man, who died in infancy; and George, who lives at home, but works in 
Lima, Ohio. Mrs. Tlensel’s father, Gilbert Smith, was born in New York 
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possessions, tied in a handkerchief, to \WWorthington, I*ranklin county, Ohio, 
where he located. Here he learned the tanner’s and shoemaker’s trades, 
which he followed for some time. Later, he removed to Delaware county, 
Ohio, purchased land and farmed until his death in 1887. He had a tan- 
nery on his farm. His wife, who before her marriage, was Nellie Cort- 
wright, was born in Lower Canada in 1799, and grew up there, coming to 
America at the age of fourteen years with her parents and settling in 
Delaware county, where they died. They came to this country during the 
Indian and British war, driving over Lake [Erie on the ice in a sleigh. 
Mrs. Smith died in 1892. She was the mother of seven children, Laura, 
Julia, Amanda,. Charles B., David, Catherine’ and’ Cicerto. | All of these 
children are deceased with the exception of Catherine, who is the mother 
of ‘Samuel, 1). 

George Hensel, the father of Samuel D., was the son of George and 
Mary (Howell) Hensel, the former of whom was a native of Pennsyl- 
vania, and the latter of Union county, Ohio. He came from Pennsylvania 
to Union county, Ohio, and there settled on a farm. Before his death, he 
had accumulated two large farms and was considered a successful farmer. 
He died on the old homestead, as did also his wite. 

Samuel D. Hensel left home at the age of fifteen years and worked 
out by the month, but lived at home and paid his own way. He learned the 
carpenter trade and followed it for some time before his marriage. He 
also made bent wagon rims for nine years. [or one year he was employed 
on the Nickel Plate railroad as a brakeman on both freight and passenger 
trains. He grew up in Perry township and here he received his education. 
With the exception of one year spent in Hancock county, he has always lived 
in Putnam county. The first year after Mr. Hensel’s marriage, he lived at 
McComb, in Hancock county. After this he moved back to Putnam county 
and settled in Monroe township, on a farm of one hundred acres, which he 
bought. He farmed this one hundred acres for about twenty-two years and 
then sold out. He now has thirty-five acres near Continental, Ohio, and one 
hundred and four acres in Canada. After Mr. Hensel’s election as post- 
master, in 1914, he held a sale, selling all of his farm tools, fine animals, 
machinery, ete., and then leased the farm to a tenant. Tle built a splendid 
residence in Continental, Ohio, where he now resides. 

Mr. Hensel was married February 8, 1890, to Martha Boggs, a native of 
Monroe township, born in 1869, and the daughter of Madison Boggs. To 
this happy union, eight children have been born, all of whom are at home. 
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They are as follow: Forrest, Blanche, Francis, Lyle, Maude, Clyde, Katie 
and Grover. 

Iraternally, Mr. Hensel 1s a member of the Independent Order of Odd 
Iellows at Oakwood, Ohio. He 1s also a member of the Encampment and 
the Daughters of Rebekah. He served one term as trustee of Monroe town- 
ship and was also township supervisor and a member of the school board for 
a number of years. Mr. Hensel was elected postmaster in July, 1914, and is 
making an efficient record in this office. He is a stanch and active Democrat 
and for four years was one of the committeemen of the Democratic party, 
serving efficiently in this capacity. He has been for the past four years a 
member of the Mutual Velephone board. Although Mr. Hensel is not a 
member of any church, he was reared in the Methodist faith. He is a con- 
genial, jolly man and decidedly well met, always carrying a smile, at the same 
time bearing a high reputation in the’community where he lives as a man of 
intelligence, charity and honorable, upright habits. 


JOSEPH VOGEL. 


Joseph Vogel, a sturdy offspring of the Fatherland, first saw the light 
wf day in Allegheny, Pennsylvania, in 1856. Hle was a son of Anton and 
Katherine (IXramer) Vogel, both natives of Germany, the former having 
been born in Hesse and the latter in Gerolstein, and was one of their family 
of four children, the others being Katie, Clara and Anna. Both Katie and 
Clara have passed from this life, and Anna resides in Canton, Ohio, where 
she is the wife of John Buch. . 

Anton Vogel, father of Joseph Vogel, was a young man when he 
emigrated from his native land to this country, and as a youth had mastered 
the baker’s trade in his native land. After coming to this country he con- 
ducted a bakery in Allegheny, Pennsylvania, where the family lived for 
some time and where all the children were born. The death of his wife 
occurred at that place, after which he went to Cincinnati, Ohio. He en- 
listed in the regular army of the United States shortly after going there, 
and while he was in the service in the Southwest served during the Indian 
uprisings. After the war he returned to Cincinnati. 

Joseph Vogel was but six years old at the time of the death of his 
mother. [lis father brought him to Putnam county, Ohio, and placed him 


in charge of his maternal uncle and aunt, Anton and leva Wramer, brother 
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and sister. They were living on the place which is now occupied by Mr. 
Vogel. Neither being married, they gave to the boy placed in their care the 
best of love and attention. Making his home with them as he did, he at- 
tended the schools of the neighborhood whenever possible, while he as- 
sisted his uncle in clearing land and getting it into a state of cultivation, 
which included more or less draining. When quite a youth he did a man’s 
work on the farm, and today enjoys relating some of his experiences in 
chopping trees when a boy. He worked one entire day in chopping at a 
giant of the forest before it was felled. 

When twenty-one years of age Mr. Vogel was united in marriage to 
Anna Osage, a daughter of Irederick and Catherine (Huester) Osage, who 
resided on a farm one mile southwest of his home. There were four chil- 
dren in the Osage family, the others being Theresa, Mary and William. 
Theresa became the wite of Joseph Knueve, of Walida, this county; Mary 
resides in Michigan, and Walliam lives at Lima, this state. After mar- 
riage Joseph Vogel continued to live on the farm where he had been reared 
as a boy. On the day he attained his majority his uncle presented him with 
eighty acres of land, and later a partnership was formed when they pur- 
chased eighty acres additional. At the death of his uncle he inherited from 
him one hundred and sixty acres, making his entire holdings at the present 
time two hundred and forty acres. Anton Kramer departed this life im 
Iebruary, 1902, at the age of seventy-eight years. The aunt died some 
years previous, in 1885. 

Mr. Voevel’s wife died in 1881, leaving two small children, Mary, born 
on June 3, 1879, and Theresa, born on September 9, 1880, the latter being 
about four months old at the time of the death of her mother. Mr. Vogel 
proved a most devoted father to his two little motherless girls and reared 
them to a beautiful young womanhood. Mary became the wife of I*rank 
Unverfurth, son of Anton Unverfurth, and lives in Greensburg township, 
and Theresa married Henry Dickman, a son of \VWilliam and .\nna (Spiel- 
brink) Dickman. Tenry Dickman is a native of the German Empire, hay- 
ing been born in Flanover, and was one year old when he was brought to 
this country by his parents. They came directly to this county and for a 
time lived in Glandorf, later locating on a farm near Ottoville. Henry be- 
gan attending the district schools as soon as of suitable age, and until the 
time he was twenty-three years old he assisted lis father in the work of the 
home farm. At that age he was married, and since that time he and his 
wife have made their home with Joseph Vogel, and assist him in the man- 
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agement of the homestead. Tlenry Dickman and wife are the parents of 
three children, as follows: Sylvester Joseph, born on January 18, 1905; 
Armella Mary, born on November 18, 1910, and Junilla Catherine, born on 
December 20, 10912: 

Within the last few years Mr. Vogel has erected a new residence on his 
farm and has built and repaired most of the outbuildings, so that at the 
present time it presents an attractive and up-to-date appearance. He and 
his son-in-law give considerable attention to general farming, following 
approved twentieth-century methods. In addition to farming, Mr. Vogel 
specializes in a fine strain of Hereford cattle, having produced many excel- 
Jent bulls. 

Mr. Vogel’s political preference is with the Democratic party, although 
he has never found time to devote to any special work in that line. Both 
himself and family are communicants of the Roman Catholic church, and 
the entire family stands high in the esteem of the community. He attends 
the St. John’s Catholic church at Glandorf. Mr. Vogel is still vigorous, 
is good natured, and with his daughter and grandchildren form a happy 
family circle. 


JOSEEn CC. VERHOF, 


Among the families of Putnam county, whose members have worthily 
discharged their duties to their fellows and their community, no family takes 
higher rank than the Verhoffs, of whom several representatives are, today, 
prominently identified with the farming and rural social lite of Greensburg 
township. lI*or many years, members of this large family have stood for all 
that is best in business, moral and social life, and have wielded an influence 
that has been potential in the development and welfare of their community, 
being numbered among the enterprising and progressive citizens of the county. 
Because of the prominence which the family has enjoyed and the close rela- 
tions they have sustained to the welfare and prosperity of the locality which 
has been honored by their citizenship, they are eminently entitled to repre- 
sentation ina work of the character of the one in hand. 

Joseph C. Verhoff was born on his father’s farm, Greensburg township, 
Putnam county, Ohio, on March 15, 1873, and is the son of Theodore and 
Elizabeth (Egbers) Verhoff, pioneer settlers of Putnam county, and whose 
history of early life is to be found elsewhere in this volume. The subject of 
this sketch was one of the twelve children of Theodore Verhoff and his 
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early days were spent on his father’s farm, where he assisted in the large 
amount of clearing necessary to make the farm productive and profitable. 
Tle received his education in the township schools and remained with his par- 
ents until he became twenty-two years of age. While on the original farm, 
the father purchased an eighty-acre tract for Joseph C. Verhotf in Union 
township, also another eighty acres for the use of his brothers. Owing to 
the distance between farms, the subject of this review, at the age of twenty- 
two, moved to the farm operated by his brother, August G. Verhoff, where 
he made his home until the time of his marriage, on October 25, 1910, when 
Amelha Schroeder became his wife. They are the parents of one child, Mary, 
born on February 24, 1914. Mrs. Verhoff was the daughter of John and 
Mary (Sahle) Schroeder, natives of. Putnain county, Ohio, John Schroeder 
was the son of Henry and Katrina Schroeder, natives of Germany, who came 
and settled in Greensburg township, Putnam county, in an early day. To 
them were born: Trank, Charles, William, John, Ignatius, Mathias, Katrina, 
Dora, Mary (deceased), Anna, Theresa,, Clara (deceased) and Philomena 
(deceased), the latter two having died very young. Mrs. Mary (Ixahle 
Schroeder’s parents were John I*. and Bernadina Kahle, natives of Hanover, 
Germany, and who came to this country, settling in Putnam county at about 
the time the town of Glandorf, Ohio, was founded by the well-known Pro- 
fessor tlorstman., eo, Mr. and, Mrs. IKahle were born: Frank, Ignatius, 
Paulina, Bertha, Bernadina, Theresa, Amaha and Mary. To Mr. and Mrs. 
John Schroeder, the subject’s wife’s parents, were born: Watrina, Berna- 
dina; Veronica, Amalia, Mary, Bertha, Philomena, Hilda, August, Frank, 
Herman, John and George. 

Seon after the marriage of Mr. Verhoff to Amaha Schroeder, they 
moved to the farm in section 29, Greensburg township, which was purchased 
from his brother, Henry. This consisted of eighty acres of undeveloped 
land, but which was put in first-class condition by the installation of a sys- 
tem of drainage. On this place they erected the number of buildings abso- 
lutely necessary; being handicapped financially, but with true German in- 
dustry and thrift, they were able to overcome the many obstacles to progress, 
and today they can point to their place with no small degree of pride, the 
profitable results of their farm being due to their untiring cnergy and en- 
deavor to succeed in spite of discouraging conditions. Besides carrying on 
the business of general farming, Mr. Verhoff is giving considerable attention 
to the raising of Short-horn cattle. 

Politically, Mr. Verhoff gives his support to the Democratic ticket, but 
does not take active part in politics. Religiously, the family belongs to St. 
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Michael’s Catholic church, Kalida, Ohio. In conclusion, it is quite opportune 
to mention that the subject is a man of keen observation and mental ability, 
is genial and unassuming and makes friends easily. His circle of acquaint- 
ances throughout the county is large. He is a man of good habits, ambi- 


tious, of kindly impulses and deservedly popular in the community. 


TOSTEP EL WaAlN sk 


The success of men in agriculture, or in any vocation, in fact, depends 
upon industry, economy and wise judicious management. Moreover, suc- 
cess depends upon character as well as upon knowledge. The business rela- 
tions of life demand confidence, and where that 1s lacking, business ceases. 
In every community, some men are known for their upright lives and 
remarkable common sense. ‘Vheir neighbors and acquaintances respect 
them and heed their example. They win their way as a consequence of 
their untiring energy and correct principles of conduct and retain the respect 
of their fellow men by genuine work. Among the residents of Putnam 
county, Ohio, who have won for themselves success in agriculture, 1s Joseph 
Warnecke of Union township. 

Joseph Warnecke was born near Glandorf, Putnam county, Ohio, on 
Mareh''rs, "9870."""He “is the’ som of “Henry and. Christina,” ( Verhoff ) 
Warnecke. Henry Warnecke was born on a farm near Glandorf, Putnam 
county, Ohio, of German parents, who were early settlers in this part of 
the county. After he was married, he moved to Unton township, in what 
Is now section 2, on a farm of eighty acres. He erected buildings and 
cleared and drained the land. Afterward he acquired more land as_fol- 
lows: Ninety-six acres in Union township, one hundred and forty acres 
in l*ort Jennings, forty acres in section 2, in Unicn township, twenty acres 
in section 2, in Union township, and sixty acres in section 2, in Union 
township. He continued to live in Union township until his death, which 
occurred on September 4, 1907. Tis wife had died previously, about 1895. 
Both were buried in the cemetery at Glandorf. Henry Warnecke’s wife, 
who, before her marriage, was Christina Verhoff, was the daughter of 
Irancis and Mary (Kramer) Verhoff, and the sister of Theodore Verhoff. 
Mrs. Warnecke’s grandparents, on her father’s side, were born and. lived 
and died in’ Germany. On her mother’s side, they were Theodore and 
Gertrude (Veraking) Kramer, who were married in Germany, and who, 
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after residing there for many years, came to this country when the elder 
Kramer was about fifty years old. They settled on a farm in Putnam 
county and had six children, Wilham, Henry, Catherine, Christina and 
Mary, all of whom are now deceased, and Irederick, who still survives. 
Irancis _Verhotf, the father of Mrs. Christina (Verhoft) Warnecke, “was 
born in Westphalia, Prussia, and came to America in 1836. He settled 
near Glandorf, Putnam county, on a tract of twenty-six acres. He was a 
blacksmith by trade and became a first-class workman. [rancis Verhott 
and Mary Kramer were married in 1837. “They had ten children, Theo- 
dore, ,Gertrude, Christina, Catherine, Mary “Ann,* Frank)” Henry, William, 
deceased; Charles and William. The father of these children, prior to his 
death in 1863, owned a full section of land. Francis Verhoff’s wife lived 
until 1g01. They were loyal members of the Roman Catholic church, 
attending St. John’s church of Glandorf. 

The children of Henry and Christina (Verhoff) \Warnecke were Mary, 
Frank, deceased; William, John, Joseph, Henry, Charles, Anthony, Theresa, 
Philomena and Bernard. Mary. married John Tenwalde, and they live in 
Union township; Frank, who is deceased, married Anna Hersing, and they 
lived at Iwalida; Wilham married Mary Lauf; they lived in Fort Jennings; 
John married Mary lIeggeman, and they lived at Ottoville; Henry married 
I\atherine Goedde, and they live near Miller City; Charles married Catherine 
Siefper, and they in Union township; Anthony married Mary Barlager, 
and they live in Union township; Theresa married [rank Dulle and lives 
near Miller City; Philomena married Herman Lucke, and they live near 
Miller City, and Bernard married Martha Marmon and they live in Pleasant 
township. 

Joseph Warnecke, the subject of this sketch, attended the I*ortman 
school, in Union township, and lived on his father’s farm until his marriage. 
Fe was married on April 28, 1897, to Mary Smith, a daughter of . Joseph 
and Vheresa (Kahle) Smith. Mrs. \Warnecke’s parents were married in 
Glandorf, Putnam county, and, after their marriage, moved to a farm in 
Union township, where he still lives on the farm. Ile owns two hundred 
and ten acres. He ereeted all the buildings on the farm he now owns. ‘The 
children of Joseph and Theresa (Ixahle) Warnecke are as tollow: Mary, 
Ilizabeth, DBernadina, ‘Theresa, Ilelena (deceased), Amalia, Paulina 
(deceased), and frances, deceased. Bernadina married Ignatius Kieman 
and they live in Union township; Efelena married Tenry lerhart and they 
live in Union township; Amaha married John Missler, of Union township, 


and they reside with Mrs. Warnecke’s father, Joseph Smith; [frances mar- 
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ricd larry Nienberg, and she died three months after her marriage. The 
mother of these children, Mrs. Joseph Smith, died on November 25, 1914, 
and is buried in the cemetery at [calida. 

After his marriage, Joseph Warnecke moved to a farm of ninety-six 
acres in section 1, Union township. This farm formerly belonged to his 
father, from whom he bought the farm shortly before his marriage, and 
built a house besides many other buildings. He has also drained the land. 

To Joseph and Mary (Smith) Warnecke nine children have been born, 
Leonard, born on March 27, 1898; Joseph W., born on November 22, 1899; 
Odelia, born on September 19, 1902; Urban, born on September 18, 1904; 
Leo, born on September 28, 1906; \Walter, born on June 30, 1908; Mary F-., 
born on May 1, 1910; Helena, born on April 13, 1912, and died at the age 
one year; Aloyisius, born on June 19, I9QT4. 

Mr. Warnecke is engaged in general farming. He owns one hundred 
and thirty-six acres of land. Mr. Warnecke and his family are all mem- 
bers of the Catholic church. They attend St. John’s Catholic church, at 
Glandorf. Mr. Warnecke belongs to St. John’s Benevolent Society. Mrs. 
Warnecke belongs to the Mothers’ Society of the church. Joseph \Warnecke 
has served on the school board as a director for many years. Tle is a pros- 
perous, substantial farmer, who comes from a splendid family and who is 
highly respected for his many good qualities. 


W WULILA My dg I Dici BROGIx. 


Not alone are those worthy of historical honors who have moved 
along the loftier planes of action, but to an equal extent are those deserv- 
ing who are of the rank and fle of the world’s workers, for they are not 
less the conservators of public prosperity and material advancement. 
Through all the generations of life, recognition should be had of the true 
values, then should full appreciation be manifested, for there can be no 
prosperity, 1f 1t be done justly, in scanning the acts of any man, as they affect 
his public, social and business relations. Ilere will be found mention of 
worthy citizens of all vocations, and at this juncture we are permitted to 
olfer a resume of the career of one of the substantial and highly esteemed 
representatives of the agricultural interests of Putnam county, where he 


has spent his entire life and where he has not only attained a high degree of 
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success in his chosen field of labor and enterprise, but also established an 
unperishable reputation for uprightness in all the relations of Ite. 

William Ii. ldelbrock was born im Greensburg township, Putnany 
county, Ohio, August 12, 1861, and is the son of Andrew and Catherine 
(Llerlage) Ldelbrock. His paternal grandparents were natives of Prussia 
and came to this country soon after their marriage in 1834. On their 
arrival in this country, they decided to settle near the town of Glandort, 
Ohio, which a few years previously was laid out as a village settlement by 
the well-known Professor Horstman, who came to that point in Putnam 
county with his little band of colonists. To the paternal grandparents were 
born: William, Henry, rank, Charles, Christina, Andrew and two others 
who died en route during the voyage to America. ‘lhe maternal grand- 
parents were also natives of Prussia and came to Putnam county some time 
prior to their marriage. “‘Vhey were married in Glandorf, Ohio, and settled 
on a farm in Greensburg township, Putnam county, where they lived until 
their death. To them were born: Catherine, Helena, Mary and Anna, all 
deceased. 

The father of the subject of this review was but a boy of six when 
his parents settled in this county near Glandorf. Il*rom this time forth he 
attended the school in Glandorf and lived with his parents, until the time 
of his marriage. After his marriage, he decided to live on a farm he pur- 
chased and which consisted of eighty acres in Greensburg township. At a 
later date he sold this farm, and in 1870 moved to a farm of two hundred 
and forty acres in Jackson township. In 1907 he moved to the town of 
alida, this county, where he bought five acres at the edge of the town, 
and lived a life of retirement. His death occurred on July 6, 1913, and his 
wife died in Jackson township on August 20, 1892. To them were born 
twelve children, Wilham H:, Mary, rank, Anna, who died April 23, 1915, 
at the age of forty-nine years; Ignatius, Albert, J¢mma, Barney, Helena, 
John, Peter and Amalia, the last five named being also deceased. 

Wilham H. Itdelbrock attended the schools in Jackson and Greens- 
burg townships and lived on his father’s farm during his youth and until 
he was about twenty-four years of age. On October 25, 1885, he was mar- 
ried to Clara Lemper, a daughter of William and Clara (Drop) Lemper, 
whose father was born in Glandorf, Germany, and the mother in Averfer- 
den, Germany. They came to this country soon after their marriage and 
in 1868 settled on a forty-acre farm near Glandorf, Ohio, where they con- 


tinued farming, Mr. Lemper having been a practical farmer in the old 
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country. To the original forty they subsequently added more land and 
lived a very peaceful, successful life on the place until their death. Vo them 
were born: Clara, William, Agnes, Mary, and a son who died in Germany. 

Soon after their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Jtdelbrock moved to the 
present resident farm which they own and which contains forty acres, 
located in section 7 of Union township. On this place they. erected all of 
the buildings, previous to which they had partly cleared and drained the 
land for general farming purposes. In addition to farming, Mr. [delbrock 
takes great pride in his Jersey cattle, which he raises on a limited scale. 
He also maintains beehives of pure Italian and mixed strains, to which 
feature he devotes some attention and takes a great deal of pride in them. 
Mrs. I[delbrock devotes some attention to poultry, including thoroughbred 
Khode Island Keds. 

Mr. and Mrs. Idelbrock are members of St. Michael's Catholic church 
of Nalida, and are well known and highly esteemed by all who know them. 
Mrs. I¢delbrock 1s regarded as a woman of gracious manner, genial dispo- 
sition and known to be a true help-mate to her worthy husband. Mr. Idel- 
brock, genial and unassuming in manner, casily wins friends, and always 
retains them. Ile has served as councilman in St. Michael's Catholic church 
at Nalida, and is connected with St. Joseph’s Benevolent Society. Because 
of his high personal qualities and farming success, he is eminently entitled 


to representation in a work of this character. 


ALES .DANGLER. 


It is by no means an easy task to describe, within the limits of this 
review, a man who. has led an active and eminently useful life, and, by his 
own exertions, reached a position of honor in the line of industries with 
which his interests are allied. But history finds justification, nevertheless, 
in the tracing and recording of such a life history, as the public claims a 
certain property interest in the career of every individual, and the time in- 
variably arrives when it becomes advisable to give the right publicity. It 
is, then, with a certain degree of satisfaction that the writer essays the task 
of touching briefly upon such a record as has been that of the subject who now 
comes under this review. 

Alex Dangler, one of the well-known and enterprising citizens of Put- 


ham county, Ohio, was born in Perry township, this county, August .6, 
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1876, and is the son of John Adams Dangler and Jane (Shook) Dangler, 
both of whom are natives of Putnam county. The father of John Adams 
Dangler was a native of Pennsylvania, and his wife a native of Germany. 
They removed to the state of Ohio and became early settlers 4m Greens- 
burg township, Putnam county, where they lived until the time of their 
death. The wife of the subject’s father was the daughter of John and [I- 
nora Shook, who were early resident farmers of Putnam county and where 
they remained until taken away by death. 

John Adams Dangler remained under the parental roof for many years, 
assisting in clearing the wooded lands of the farm and getting it in shape 
for general farming. He received his education in the county schools of 
Greensburg township. He was married in 1875 to Jane Shook and to them 
were born. three children, Alex, Mabel and, Edith.. Alex Dangler's father, 
after his marriage, went to live on the eighty acres in Perry township where 
his daughter [Edith now lives with her husband, Stewart Brower. He re- 
mained on this place for a term of thirty-six years, draining and developing 
the land, after which he removed to the town of Continental, Ohio, where 
he purchased twenty acres within the corporate limits of the town. To this 
he devotes most of his time and attention, but still retains ownership in 
the eighty acres heretofore mentioned. [From time to time the subject's 
father owned more land than is recorded her. His daughter Mabel be- 
caine the wife of Manford Shank, who resides in Ashtabula county, Ohio, 
aud they have a family of six children. Mr. Dangler, Sr., is a supporter of 
the Democratic party, takes an active interest in the affairs of the commun- 
ity and is well liked by every one. The influence of this gentleman and _ his 
ancestors will be felt throughout this region for many years to come. 

Alex Dangler was reared on lus father’s farm, in Perry township, at- 
tending the neighboring country schools for a number of years, preparatory 
to entering college. He attended Crawfis College for one term, then went 
to Angola College for four terms. He was married, on March 21, 1898, to 
Clara lender, a daughter of Michael and Laura (Huber) Fender, who were 
natives of Henry and Trumbull counties, Ohio, respectively. Michael Fen- 
der was born on October &, 1846, and Laura (Tuber) lender was born on 
October 10, 1852. They lived on a farm in Henry county, Ohio, imme- 
diately after their marriage, but later moved to a farm in Tonia county, 
Michigan, and from there to a farm, which he purchased, consisting of 
two hundred acres, in Mecosta county, Michigan, where he died in October, 
1910, and where his widow still resides on one hundred and sixty acres of 
. the original purchase. Vo them were born seven children: Mary C., born 
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on lebruary 3, 1872, died nine months later; Emma Jane, born on August 
19, 1873; Daisey Allvoretta, born on September 15, 1874; Zella Della, born 
on October 25, 1879; John, born on July 18, 1879; Ricky, born on August 
30, 1880; Austin Le Roy, born on July 12, 1884. Out of the two hundred 
acres there were forty acres deeded to the son, Austin, with whom the 
mother lives in Mecosta county. Of these children, Ismma became the wife 
of Peter DesGranges and resides in Big Rapids, Michigan; Daisy married 
Charles Spence and resides in Grand Kapids, Michigan; Della married [Ed- 
ward DesGranges and resides in Henry county, Ohio; John married Ger- 
trude lisher and resides in the town of Coral, Michigan; Austin married 
Stella Huff and makes his home on the original farm in Mecosta county. 

After Alex Dangler’s marriage to Clara lender he remained for a 
while on his father’s place, rented various fields and then decided to follow 
the saw-mill and threshing business, according to seasons, and which busi- 
ness he continued for about twelve years. Being a man of keen observation 
and with an eye to increasing his income, he saw possibilities of greater 
sarnines by engaging himself to the firm of Miller & Stallkamp, jobbers of 
heavy machinery, as a salesman. While in the employ of this company 
he coveréd territory consisting of Putnam, Paulding, Van Wert, Allen, 
Henry, Hancock and other counties, in Ohio, and this experience gave him a 
fine opportunity for getting acquainted with a larger number of people, 
which served him to a good advantage. After these years of practical sell- 
ing and business experience, he decided to return to the business of farming 
and settled on his present place of residence. This place was purchased by 
the father in 1895, one-half of which was deeded to his son, Alex, on Jan- 
uary 18, 1901, and the other half to his sister. Great credit is due to Alex 
Dangler for the vast improvements made to this farm, and particular men- 
tion should be made of the up-to-date barn building, which is equipped 
with all kinds of modern improvements. This energetic, wide-awake and 
business-like farmer, not being satished to simply till the soil and raise stock, 
makes it his business to carry a line of farm necessities, such as silos, milk- 
ing machine, automobiles, gasoline engines, silo fixtures and other late in- 
ventions to bring the business of farming up to the highest point of effi- 
ciency with the least human energy. In the sale of silos, it is said that Mr. 
Dangler has made more sales of these than any other agent for a similar 
line in the northwestern portion of the state of Ohio. 

Mr. Dangler and wife are blessed with a good-sized family, consisting 
of eight living children, and his wife is found to be a woman of the. best 
type, intelligent and amiable in disposition. The children are: Glen, born 
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on February 2, 1901; Evelyn, born on September 9, 1902; Paul, born on 
November 1, 1903; Laura Jane, born on January 1, 1906; Hazel Rita, born 
on May 30, 1908; Marvin LeRoy, born on December 18, 1909; Dale Mau- 
rice, born on April 28, 1911; Mary Maxine, born on April 11, 1913; Nelo, 
born on December 22, 1898, who died January 9, 1906. 

Manifesting an abiding interest in the material welfare of the county, 
Mr. Dangler has given his influence and assistance to all enterprises with 
this object in view, and he also takes an active part in promoting all worthy 
means and measures for the advancement of his fellow man. All in all, 
he is a worthy representative of the steady, intelligent and progressive class 
that gives stability and character to the community, being broad-minded, 
with wide views of affairs and men and a true type of the enterprising 
American citizen of today. 


JOHN W. EDWARDS. 


To a great extent the prosperity of the agricultural sections of our 
country 1s due to the honest industry, sturdy persistency and unswerving 
perseverance and wise economy which so prominently characterizes the 
farmers of the Buckeye state. Among this class of farmers may be men- 
tioned John W. Edwards, the subject of this sketch, who, by reason of 
his years of indefatigable labor and honest efforts, has not only acquired a 
well-merited competence in life, but who has earned the high esteem of all 
with whom he 1s associated. 

John W. [¢dwards, a native of Sugar Creek township, Putnam county, 
Ohio, was born on January 5, 1871. He is the son of Josiah and Susan 
(Breese) Itdwards, the former of whom was born in Montgomeryshire, 
North Wales, May 30, 1826, and who was the son of Josiah and Mar- 
garet (Jones) Edwards. Josiah Edwards, Sr., was a farmer by occupa- 
tion. He lived and died in Wales. Josiah Edwards, Jr., and wife, and 
one child, came to America in 1855, in the spring, settling first in Utica, 
New York, where he was employed on a dairy farm. The following fall, 
in 1855, he came to Allen county, Ohio, and settled at Gomer. His first 
employment was with Griffith John, a contractor, who built the Pennsyl- 
vania railroad from Laima to Ithda. The following summer he rented a 
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farm on “Caheo ridge,” Sugar Creek township, .\llen county, and here he 


lived for about seven years, when he moved, in r862, to Sugar Creek town- 
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ship, Putnam county, and settled on eighty acres of land one and one-halt 
mules southwest of Vaughnsville. ‘This farm was located on the Old Kidge 
road. It was m a virgin state at the time he purchased it, and had only an 
acre or two cleared, Josiah I¢dwards proceeded to clear and drain the 
land and improve it. He succeeded in getting it all cleared, except eight 
acres. He built a large frame house of ten rooms, in 1873,-and a large 
frame barn in 1879. ‘Yo this land, he later added forty acres more. . He 
was always engaged in general farnung, was a very successful farmer and 
attributed his success mostly to the raising of corn and hogs. Ile was 
also successful in raising horses. 

Josiah and Susan (Breese) Iédwards had one child before they came 
to America. This child, John, who was but four years old when his par- 
ents came to Allen county, died the day after their arrival at Gomer... There 
were five children born to Josiah IXdwards and wife, John was born in 
Wales on January 21, 1851, and died at Gomer on November 8, 1855; Mar-.. 
garet is the deceased wife jot B.. i. lhonas: joseph. b. 19%. farmer, in 
Sugar Creek township, Putnam county; Mary is the wife of Thomas _S. 
Wilhams; John W. is the subject of this sketch. Josiah [edwards died on 
AuUeUSt. 17, 1607, at the mipeyold age,ot seventy-one, Ide, ang his wife 
were members of the Gomer Congregational church, of which he was a 
deacon for many years. Josiah [dwards was a Republican. He enlisted, 
in 1864, in the One Ilundred and I[ifty-first Regiment, Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry, for one hundred days, and was attached to the Army or the 
Potomac. He was on duty, near Washington, D. C., at the close of the 
war. Josiah IXdwards, Jr., was mustered into the service for one hundred 
days on May 13, 18064, and was mustered out on August 27, 1804. 

Miss suiSai (oneese.) Edwards, the wife of Josiah Edwards, Jr., was 
a daughter of John and Mary (Itdwards) Breese, and was born in North 
Wales, in Montgomeryshire, May 13, 1827. She had one brother and five 
sisters, all of whom came to America, and all of. whom, except one sister, 
Mrs. Sarah Morris, settled in Iowa. She settled in Vaughnsville and there 
died. Mrs. Susan (Breese) I¢dwards lived: on the old home place until her 
death, November 5, 1900. 

John W. [Edwards spent his childhood and youth on the old homestead 
of his father, southwest of Vaughnsville. Ile attended the old Bryne Tawa 
school, and after finishing school, continued helping his father on the old 
home place. 

At the age of twenty-two, Mr. iMdwards was married to Zoe Gardner, 
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Who was born in Vaughnsville on January 14, 1872, and who was a daughter ; 
of Henry and, Angelina (Calhoun) Gardner, the former of whom was the 
the sixth of seven children born to Samuel and Catherine Gardner, natives 
of Pennsylvania, and of German descent. Samuel Gardner was born in 
1802, and died in Bluffton, Allen County, Ohio, in 1863. His wife, Cath- 
erine Gardner, was born on June 19, 1809, and died at Columbus Grove, 
April 16, 1887. Samuel Gardner was a blacksmith by trade, and a captain 
of militia during pioneer days. He was a Presbyterian’ and his wife a 


smemiber of the Lutheran church. Henry Gardner was bori in’ Richland 


county, Ohio, June 18, 1840, and from the age of eighteen years until 1890 
was a blacksmith. He then became a merchant. Samuel Gardner moved 
with his fanuly to Mercer county, Ohio, in 1850, and purchased an improved 
farm. He remained there eight years and then removed to Wayne county, 
and finally settled at Bluffton. Henry Gardner enlisted in the Fourth Ohio 
Cavalry i 1861 and served three years in the Army of the Cumberland. 
Ile was honorably discharged at Cincinnati, Ohio. tle was married in 
1806 and engaged in hotel keeping, at Columbus Grove, Ohio, about a 
year, when he settled at Vaughnsville. He served as township trustee and 
as treasurer ‘of the! school) district, and.was a.census taker in 1880. His 
wife, Angelina Calhoun, was born in Trumbull county, Ohio, October 24, 
1845, and was a daughter of Matthew and [¢lizabeth Calhoun, Henry and 
Angelina (Calhoun) Gardner had five daughters, Minnie, Carrie, Zoe, who 
married Mr. Tcdwards;’ Maud and Blanche. -Mr.. and Mrs. Edwards were 
married on February 23, 1893;.. After their marriage, Mr. [edwards rented 
his father’s farm, the old homestead. This arrangement existed until after 
his mother’s death, in 1g0g, at which time he purchased the farm) from 
the heirs. The same year, l’ebruary 1, 1909, the Peoples Bank opened for 
business in Vaughnsville, and Mr. I¢dwards was elected as cashier of that 
institution, which position he has held up to the present time. Mr. [¢dwards, 
however, continues to supervise the operations of his farm. He has always 
done general farming. He moved from the farm and took up his residence 
in Vaughnsville in November, 1912, where he now resides. Elis residence, 
Which he purchased in 19te2, is a modern erght-room house, beautifully sit- 
uated, and bespeaks the character and culture of its owner. 

Ilenry Gardner, father of Mrs. ldwards, died on August 29, 1911. 
All of his children, except Carrie, are still living. Mr. [dwards’ sister, 
Margaret, who was born in America, April 24, 1856, and who died on 
January 20, 1881, had married Bo i. Phomas saitd bore him one child, 


Josiah Thomas, who was reared by his grandfather. Mr. ldwards’ brother, 
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Joseph B., was born on November 27, 1859. fis life history 1s recounted 
elsewhere in this volume. Mary J. I¢dwards, who was born on August 23, 
FOOSt isthe wite or 1.5. VWWilltams, a farmer. 

John W. [edwards and his wife are members of the Congregational 
church!’ “Mr: Edwards is a member of Vaughnsville “Lodge No. 711, 
Knights of Pythias. He also occupies a responsible position in the life of 
Sugar Creek township, not only as one of its leading farmers, but as an 
officer in charge of its leading financial institution. This business. brings 
him into intimate association with his fellow citizens. He enjoys their 
confidence, to an exceptional degree, and 1s much sought for advice and 
counsel. 


MATE, PvE ODONE VERITIOF i. 


Vhere is no calling, however humble, in which enterprise and industry, 
coupled with well-directed purpose, will not produce some measure of suc- 
cess. In the pursuit of agriculture, the qualities mentioned are quite essen- 
tial. Among the well-known and highly respected farmers of Union town- 
ship, Putnam county, Ohio, who have attained a definite degree of success 
in their special vocations and who, at the same time, have greatly benefited 
the community in which they live, is Mathias Theodore Verhoff, the gentle- 
man to a review of whose career, the attention of the reader is now directed. 

Mathias Vheodore Verhoff was born on August 14, 1887, near Glandorf, 
Putnam county, Ohio, on his father’s farm. He is the son of William and 
Catherine (Kerner) Verhoff. William Verhoff is the son of Francis and 
Mary (iXramer) Verhoff. I*rancis Verhoff was born in Westphalia, Prus- 
sia and came to America in 1836, alone, settling near Glandorf, Putnam 
county, Ohio, on a farm. He was a blacksmith by trade, and proprietor of 
the first blacksmith shop in this county. He was well known for his high 
workmanship. I*rancis Verhoff was married to Mary Kramer in 1837. 
They had ten children, Theodore, Gertrude, Christina, Catherine, Mary 
Ann, Ifrank, Tenry, William, deceased; Charles and Wilham. The father 
of these children, before his death, acquired a full section of land in. Putnam 
county. Mary Kramer, who was the wife of Francis Verhoff, was the 
daughter of Theodore and Gertrude (Veraking) Kramer, who were mar- 
ried in Germany and resided there many years, having come to this country 
when the elder Kramer was about fifty years of age. They settled in Put- 


nam county, Ohio, and were the parents of six children, William, Henry, 
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Catherine, Christina and Mary, all of whom are now deceased; and, Freder- 
ick, who is still living. Katherine Kerner was the daughter of Mathias and 
Ilizabeth Ierner, the former of whom was born in Germany and the latter 
a native of Pennsylvania. Mathias Ierner came to this country and settled 
in Putnam county. Prior to coming to Putnam county, he spent three years 
in South Carolina. His wife came to Putnam county from Pennsylvania 
after the death of her parents. | 

Mathias T. Verhoff attended school at Glandorf aca he was fourteen 
years of age. Until he was nineteen years of age, he worked on his father’s 
farm and then removed with his brother, J. l'rank, to a farm in Union town- 
ship, which belonged to his father, where they worked for some years. 

Mathias T. Verhoff was married on June 5, 1907, to Philomena Uphaus, 
the daughter of Gerhard and Margaret (Wehrie) Uphaus. Gerhard Uphaus 
and wife were born in Glandorf, Putnam county, Ohio. Ile was the son 
of John and Catherine Uphaus, who came from Germany to this country 
after they were married. He was a farmer and settled near Glandorf on a 
farm, where he continued to live until the death of his wife, and where he 
afterward died. He and his wife were members of St. John’s Catholic 
church at Glandorf. Margaret Wehrie was the daughter of Clement and 
Anna Wehrie, who were born in Germany and who, at an early date, came 
to America, settling on a farm at Glandorf. They were well known among 
the early settlers and lived on their farm until their death. They were also 
members of St. John’s Catholic church at Glandorf. 

After the marriage of Gerhard and Margaret (Wehrie) Uphaus, they 
located on a farm in Jackson township, Putnam county. Ile died on Novem- 
ber 5, 1912. heir children were John, Anna, Josephine, William, Philo- 
mena and Mathilda. , 

Mathias T. and Philomena (Uphaus) Verhoff came to their present 
farm after their marriage, which farm consisted of seventy-seven acres and 
which Mr. Verhoff bought from his father. He is engaged in general farm- 
ing and raises a high grade of stock. He and his wife have been the parents 
of four children, Ambrose William, born on August. 18, 1908; Gerhard 
Mathias, born on October 22, 1910; Victor Irancis, born on l*ebruary 22, 
1913, and Mathias John, born on April 2, 1915. 

Mathias T. Verhoff and wife are members of St. Michael’s Catholic 
church at Kalida. Mr. Verhoff€ is a member of the Catholic knights of Ohno. 
He 1s an industrious young farmer, business-like in his manner, thrifty and 
ambitious, as well as a hard worker. .1Te is eminently respected in the com- 
munity where he lives and popular among all of his neighbors. 
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JOEUN MERSCHMAN: 


The best title one can establish to the high and generous esteem of an 
intelligent community is a protracted and honorable residence therein. John 
Merschman, one of the best-known and highly-esteemed farmers of Greens- 
burg township, Putnam county, Ohio, has resided in this, locality all his 
life. His career has been most commendable in every respect, well desery- 
ing of being perpetuated on the pages of a historical work of the nature of 
this one. Like his sterling father before him, he has been a man of well- 
defined purpose, and has never failed to carry to successful completion any 
work or enterprise to which he addressed himself. Mr. Merschman has 
always applied himself very closely to his work and his industry has brought 
its reward. | 

John Merschman was born in 1855 in the north edge of Pleasant town- 
ship, south of Ottawa. He 1s a son of Barney and Watherine (Hagenju- 
ger) Merschman. Barney was born in Osnabruck, Germany, grew up 
there and married Catherine Hagenjuger. He was a shepherd in the old 
country, and out of this made the money with which to pay his passage to 
America. He was about thirty years of age when he arrived in the United 
States, locating in Putnam county, Ohio, on what is known as the Buscher 
farm, between Ottawa and Glandorf. To get a start, Mr. Merschman 
worked as a farm laborer by the day and later purchased eighty acres of land 
in the north edge of Pleasant township. Tlere he lived the remainder of 
his life, following the vocation of a farmer. Ile was also a veterinary sur- 
geon, learning the latter profession in his native land, and after the people 
in his neighborhood learned of his skill in this direction they gave him 
plenty to do. He and his wife were the parents of ten children, two of 
whom died in early childhood. The eight living children are: Henry, of 
Miller City; John, of this review; Elizabeth, the wife of Henry Schulte, of - 
Ottoville; Mary, the wife of William Unterbrink, who lives in Michigan; 
Katie, the wife of Ignatius Kreinbrink; Annie, the wife of Frank Goede, 
of Leipsic; Barney, a farmer of Pleasant township, and Theresia, the wife 
of Barney Moening, residents of Michigan. The father of these children 
died on April 7, 1909, and the mother died in May, 1808. 

John Merschman lived on the home farm until he was married, his 
marriage taking place on November 4, 1875, when he was united to Clara 
Gattman. She was born in Greensburg township, in this county, the daugh- 
ter of Joseph and Gertrude (Unterbrink) [Terlager-Gattman, Joseph Gatt- 
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man was born in Osnabruck, Germany, coming to this country and settling 
in Putnam county in an early day, where he was successfully engaged in 
farming. Ife owned his own farm and also operated a threshing machine 
outhit for many years, and was well known throughout the county. Joseph 
Gattman made two trips back to Germany to visit the scenes of his childhood 
days. Gertrude Unterbrink was also a native of Germany, coming to this 
country with her parents, who were early settlers in Greensburg township. 
Vhey arrived about 1834, when the land was covered with timber, and wild 
animals and Indians roamed the woods. Ilere Gertrude Unterbrink grew 
to womanhood and married Mr. Herlager, of Greensburg township, and 
after his death she married Joseph Gattman. She was the mother of six 
children, of whom only two are living, Mrs. Merschman and Bernardina, 
the widow of George Bensman. i 

After the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. John Merschman they moved to 
where they now live in Greensburg township. He has cleared about twenty 
acres more of his farm since he came, remodeled and built an addition to 
his house, built good barns and has a handsome country home, substantial 
buildings, the whole presenting a very neat and attractive appearance. He 
is the owner of one hundred and nineteen acres of land, on which he carries 
on general farming and stock raising. 

John Merschman and wife are the parents of eleven children, Frank, 
Mary, Amelia, Veronica, Loute, Emma, Helena, John, Petronilla, and two 
who died in infancy. Frank married Iatherine Klima and lives at Clover- 
dale... He and his, wife have seven children» Harry, Clara) Leo; ‘Lawrence; 
William, Veronica and Anna Mary. The latter is the wife of Matt Kerner, 
and lives one-half mile south of Mr. Merschman.. They have five children, 
Eleanor, Harry, Loretta, Imma and Victor. Amelia is the wife of Charles 
IeMerbrock and lives on her father’s farm. They have one daughter, Mary. 
Veronica is the wife of Andrew Nieman and lives two miles west of her 
father's place. They have one daughter, Henrietta. Louise is the wife of 
John INehres and lives near her father’s farm, and has three children, <AI- 
phonse, Donelda and Alberta. [mma is the wife of Henry Gerderman 
and they are the parents of one son, Amos. They live on a farm three 
miles south of her father’s place. Helena is the wife of Ilenry Martin, a 
resident of Fort Jennings, and they have one daughter, Mildred. John is 
unmarried and lives at home. Petronilla is also living at home. 

John Mersehman is not only a successful farmer, but he is a successful 
veterinarian, having learned the profession from his father. He has a large 
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practice in the county and his skill is widety known throughout his com- 
munity. 

The Merschman family are members of the Catholic church at Glan- 
dorf. John Merschman is one of the leading citizens of his township and 
a man whom it is a pleasure to know, enterprising, broad-minded and opti- 
mistic, a believer in all good things and a worker in all good enterprises. 


es 


FRANK GY SENSMAN. 


Frank G. Bensman, a short sketch of whose career appears below, was 
born on the farm where he now lives, in Greensburg township, Putnam 
county, Ohio, on October 4, 1878. He is a son of Gerhard and Bernadina 
(Gardman) Bensman, the former of whom was a native of Osnabruck in 
Germany, who came to this country alone when quite a young man, locating 
at Glandorf, this county. He was a son of Anthony and Maria [thzabeth 
Bensman, both natives of Germany. ‘The father died in his native land 
after the son Gerhard had come to this country, and about the year i871 
the mother joined the son here. One son, Henry, died in Germany before 
the family came here, while Maria remained in Germany, and Maria, Will- 
iam, Anthony, George, Augustus and Louise joined Gerhard in this country. 
This entire family has now passed away. 

For about two years after reaching Putnam county, Gerhard, father 
of Frank G. Bensman, worked ott on farms by the day. After a time he 
began farming for himself and, in the course of time, purchased the farm 
where Frank now resides, which contains eighty acres. Gerhard purchased 
forty acres of this from a brother and the other forty from Henry Niese. 
Gerhard Bensman passed away in 1903, and 1s remembered as a man ot 
industrious habits, devoted to family and friends. 

Frank G. Bensman’s mother was Bernadina Gardman, daughter of 
Joseph and Gertrude (Unterbrink) Gardman, both natives of the German 
‘Empire, but who were, however, married in this country. They settled 
on a farm in this county, where John Merschman now lives, and to them 
were born two children, Dernadina and Clara. “Phe mother had been pre- 
viously married to Tienry Herlage, and by her first husband became the 
mother of the following children: Katrina, Anna, Helena and Mary. The 
farm above referred to was the family home for a number of vears, where 
both parents died. 
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Frank G. Bensman is one of a family of four children, the others 
seeing Elizabeth, Amelia and Anthony. Ehzabeth became the wife of Ferdi- 
vand Rechtien and resides at Miller City. She is the mother of four chil- 
lren, and with her also lives her'mother. “Amelia is ‘the wite’ of ‘Bernard 
gechtien and lives on a farm near Miller City. Anthony has remained 
mmarried, 

Frank Bensman attended the district schools near. his home when a boy 
nd remained under the parental roof until the time for his marriage, when 
e was united in wedlock to, Amelia,, daughter..of- William and Mary 
jnterbrink.. Amelia Unterbrink was born on March 31, 1883.  Wilham 
interbrink was a son of William and Llizabeth (Hohenbrink j Ue 
rho came to this country from Germany after their marriage. They first 
ettled in Putnam county, on a farm in Greensburg aera ta and later 
aoved to a farm south of Ottawa, where they passed the remainder of their 
ays. They had the following children: William, Carolina, Henry, Ther- 
sa, Frank and Joseph. Wulham was educated in the schools of the county 
nd for seven years worked out among the farmers of the neighborhood. 
ifter his marriage with Mary Merschman, he located on a farm south of: 
Miawa and, subsequently, lived at Findlay, Liberty Center, Leipsic and 
liller City, thts ystate.,. hey are at, present residing at Durand, Michigan, 
here they went some time ago. 

Mary Merschman, Mrs. Bensman’s mother, is a daughter of John B. 
1d Christina (Ilageman) Merschman, both of whom came from Osna- 
‘tuck, Germany, and settled on the farm now occupied by Barney Mersch- 
an, and on that farm both passed their remaining days. Their family 
msisted of eight children, namely: Henry, John. Ehzabeth, Mary, Nate, 
nna, Theresa and Barney. | 

After his marriage, Frank G. Bensman and his bride moved to the 
rm formerly owned by his father. This contains eighty acres, and Mr 
“~isman gives his attention mainly to general farming as_ practiced 
roughout this section. He also devotes some time to stock raising and 
is also a fine Jot of poultry. In recent years he has remodeled the resi- 
mice, and also repaired outbuildings and added new equipment, so that 
e farm home is attractive and comfortable. Anthony, the single brother, 
akes his home with the subject and farms the eighty acres adjoining, 
uch he owns. He is thirty-nine years of age. 

The entire family are members of St. John’s church at Glandorf, and 
politics Mr. Bensman is a Democrat, who has given some time to politics. 
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Ile has served as road supervisor and is accounted one of the active men 
of the party in his neighborhood. Active both mentally and physically, and 
of high ambition to succeed along all legitimate lines, Mr. Bensman is of 
that class of men who stand for all that 1s highest and best in any com- 
munity. ‘There are three children of the fannly, Raymond, born on June 
8, 1906; Mary, born on June 24, 1908, and Agnes, born on June 27, IQII. 


NAR RON LUPE RS PRI NCEA TD: 


To manage a business with ability and profit, today, requires more than 
the mere display of the stock and the buying and selling. It 1s necessary 
that the merchant shall have combined in his make-up, something of the 
psychologist, that he be more or less of a strategist, and that he must be 
prepared to do a great deal of hard work. Vhese qualities are found com- 
bined to a marked degree in Martin Luther Pritchard, who has established 
a thriving mercantile business in West Leipsic, Ohto. 

Conung into this world on March 5, 1860, in Liberty township, Put- 
nam county, Mr. Pritchard is the son of Alexander Gibson and [lizabeth 
(Lee) Pritchard, who, were the parents of four children, as follow: 
Arthur, who died at the age of three years; Jefferson A., who lives in 
Leipsic; Martin Luther, and Jane;,who died at the age.of four. 

Alexander Pritchard was born in Perry county, Ohio, in 1825, and 
was a physician who practiced successfully in Putnam county, Ohio, having 
come to Putnam county in the “fifties, where he practiced until his death in 
1806. Ile was a prominent physician and a worthy citizen, being a justice 
of the peace and postmaster in old Leipsic. In politics, he was a Repub- 
lican and in religion a steadfast Baptist. His wife, a native of Virginia, 
died in 1900. 

With small opportunity to gain an education, Mr. Pritchard began 
work in a factory at an early age. By dint of hard work he managed to 
establish himself in the mercantile business and to educate his children, and 
great credit is due Mr. Pritchard, as he was thrown on his own resources 
early in youth, his family being in moderate circumstances. The general 
store which Mr. Pritchard now operates was established in September, 1883. 

Qn December 18, 1880, Mr. Pritchard married Luella White, the 
daughter of Robert and Naney (Neely) White, whose biographies are 


briefly given elsewhere in this volume, in the sketeh devoted to J. 11. White. 
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Yo the union of Mr. Pritchard and his wite, the following children have 
been born: Clyde .A., who married Maude tlenry and is now ticket agent 
for the Nickel Plate Railway Company at l'ort \Wayne, Indiana, and has 
ficee children, Neal” Owen. rant “Clarence Marty martred 2vanaw” DWar 
and is ticket agent on the Nickel Plate railway at McComb, Ohio; he and 
his wife were the parents of two children who died in infancy; Itva L. 
married William C. Snyder, of Belleview, Ohio, and has two children, 
Martin. and Donald; Harry Eugene married: [mma Ladd and they have 
two children, Lucile” Evalmevrand Francis; larry is a motorman on 
whe Ohio. Electric’ railway and lives’ in ima, Ohio; Tours Gilbert married 
Laura Robinson and is employed by the Pemeo [Electric Company of Leip- 
sic; they have’ one child, Kobert Louis; Ethel died when she was three 
years Of age. 

Martin “Luther, Pritchard is a member of the Free and “Accepted 
Masons, Lodge No. 548, of Leipsic, also the chapter at Ottawa and lindlay 
Commandery. In politics he is a Republican and was on the school board 
for years, was township tr sasurer for two terms, and was postmaster of 
West Leipsic for about sixteen years, beginning his service under President 
MelNinley and ending in April, 1gr4. Tle has also been corporation treas- 
urer for many years. Subject’s four boys are Masons and his wife belongs 
to the Eastern Star at Leipsic. 

Speaking ill of no one and with a good word for all, Mr. Pritchard is 
a quiet, unassuming man who has gained success by close application and 
untiring effort, although it is foreign to his nature to indulge in vain boast- 
ing in regard to lis accomplishments. Quick to grasp the opportunities 
presented to him, Mr. Pritchard is a man of strict integrity who ts honored 
by all who know him. | 


WATHYTAS *GERDENMAN: 


Among the farmers of Putnanr county who have to their credit sev- 
eral years spent industriously and intelligently tiling the soil, is Mathias 
Gerdeman, of Union township. Tle comes from a good family, one that 
has always been strong for right living and industrious habits and all that 
contributes to the welfare of the commonwealth. Moreover, the Gerdeman 
family is one of the oldest in Putnam county. Such people are welcome in 
any community, for they are nation-builders, and as such push the frontier 


of civilization ever westward and onward, leaving the green, wide-reaching 
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wilderness and the far-stretching plains populous with contented people and 
beautiful with green fields. 

Mathias Gerdeman: was born on March 12, 1887. He is the son of 
Henry and Bernadina (ltickholt) Gerdeman, both natives ot Putnam 
county, the former of whom was born on lebruary 1g, 1842, and who was 
the son of Caspar and Anna Gerdeman, natives of Germany. Bernadina 
Ieickholt was born on May 15, 1846, and was the daughter of Barney and 
hizabeth (Nieman) LEickholt. Henry Gerdeman was married to bBerna- 
dina Itickholt on May 5, 1868. ‘throughout his life he was a farmer, 
but during his latter years he has lived retired with his son, Henry, Jr. 
His wife died on March 27, 1915. ‘They had twelve children, as follow: 
Charles, Andrew, Natherme--barney; John, VWilham, Elizabeth, Amelia, 
Josephine, Bernadina, Henry and Mathias. 

Mathias Gerdeman attended the Barney l*ortman school in Union 
township and worked on his father’s farm until his marriage. Mr. Gerde- 
man was married on May 1, 1912, to Itlizabeth Schumacher, the daughter 
of Joseph}. “and” “Mary Elizabeth “(Kechtime). Schumacher, of Pleasant 
township. He still lives on a farm of one hundred and twenty acres in that 
township. In fact, he’ has lived’there tor many years. 

Joseph J. Schumacher, father of subject's wife, was married twice. 
His first wife was Mary Wellman, and by this marriage there were twelve 
children, four of whom are deceased, as follows: Anna, Mary, Natherine, 
Amelia, Andrew, Ifrank, Benjamin, John; [lizabeth, Amelia, Anthony and 
John, deceased. Mr. Schumacher’s second wife was Mary [Elizabeth Rech- 
tiné (mother of subject's wife), and by this marriage there were three 
children, as follow: «Elizabeth, ‘subject's wife, JI¢leanor and Anthony, 
deceased. Mr. Schumacher’s second marriage took place several years after 
the death of his first wife. 

Of these children, Anna married Theodore Hasselman and lives in 
Leipsic, Ohio; Mary married John Bellman, who is now deceased; Kath- 
erine married Henry Bellman, and they live at Leipsic; Amelia married 
George Wuebken, who is deceased; Andrew married Amelia Maag and 
lives in Jackson township; Frank married Mary Meyer and lives in Toledo; 
Benjamin married Mary Niese and lives in Leipsic; John married Anna 
Maas and lives in Pleasant township on the farm with his father. The 
mother of these children died on August 20, 1907. 

After his marriage, Mathias Gerdeman moved to a farm of eighty- 
three acres in Union township. He bought this farm on March 1, rgr2. 
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He has erected an addition to the house and made many other improve- 
ments. To Mr. and Ars. Mathias Gerdeman one child, Mary Louise, has 
been born. She was born March 26, 1914. 

Mathias Gerdeman has a splendid house and an attractive and well- 
kept farm. He is an able young farmer, popular with his neighbors on ac- 
count of his genial good humor. Moreover, he is well informed on all of the 
topics of the day and possessed of exceptional intelligence. He makes a 
specialty of raising thoroughbred Duroc Jersey hogs. 

Mathias Gerdeman and his family belong to the St. Michael’s Catholic 
church at Kalida. l‘raternally, he is a member of St. Joseph’s Benevolent 


Society. 


ANDREW _ J. RIEMAN. 


To a great extent, the prosperity of the agricultural sections of our 
country 1s due to the honest industry, the sturdy persistence, the unswerv- 
ing perseverance and the wise economy which so prominently characterize 
the farming element of the Buckeye state. Among this class may be men- 
tioned the subject of this life record, who though still a young man, has 
apparently mapped out a course in life for himself which not only will bring 
him well-merited prosperity, but which also will win for him the high esteem 
and unlinuted respect of all with whom he may be associated in any way. 

Andrew J. Rieman, member of the one of the oldest and most lnghly 
respected families of the county, was born on his father’s farm in Greens- 
burg township, Putnam county, Olio, on November 14, 1872, being a son 
of Ifrank, Sr., and Mary (JXarhoff) Rieman. Subject’s father was a son of 
John and Mary (Mehring) Rieman, both natives of Oldenburg in  Ger- 
inany. They emigrated to this country early in their married life, lived 
for a time in Cincinnati, Ohio, and later came to Putnam county, where 
they settled on a farm and passed their remaining years. Andrew  Rie- 
man’s father was born in Ottawa township, this county. [*or further par- 
ticulars of the Rieman family, consult the sketch of Frank Rieman, Sr., 
found elsewhere within the pages of this history. 

Andrew J. Rieman attended the district schools near his home, when 
a boy, and remained on the family homestead until he started out in life 
for himself. When thirty years of age, in 1902, he was joined in wedlock 
to Sophroma, daughter of John and Clara (Gattman) Merschman. There 
were eleven children in the Merschman family, as follow: Trank, Mary, 
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Nineltal Wilham, deceased pySopliroima, subject's wite; 1euey, mma; Lena, 
John, Petronella and Harry, deceased. 

I-or two years after their marriage Andrew ieman and his wife 
remained in the home of his parents and then took up their residence on 
the present family homestead, where they have since lived. This farm 
contains eighty acres and formerly belonged to his father. Since obtain- 
ing possesion of it, he has erected a splendid barn and other buildings, and 
is making it, in every way, an up-to-date farm home. Ile carries on gen- 
eral farming, and is uniformly successful with his crops. 

Andrew Rieman and family are members of St. John’s Catholic church 
at Glandorf, and in politics he is a Democrat, being quite active within the 
ranks of that party. Fle is an honorable and ambitious young man, who 
is bound to make a useful place for himself in the world. Mrs. Ikieman is 
a pleasant and agreeable young woman, and, both coming from the oldest 
and best families of the county, they have from earliest childhood had held 
before them the highest standard of conduct, which they in their turn are 
passing on to the little one in their home. There 1s just one child, [len- 
rietta, borm on August 30, 1908. Jor history of Andrew J. Rieman’s 
wife, see sketch of John Merschman, her father, of Greensburg township, 


on another page of this history. 


LANCE M. WYNKOOP. 


Among the young farmers of Putnam county who are bringing to the 
management of their farms the latest scientific methods in agriculture, and 
who are definitely pointing the way to a better system of farming than ever 
prevailed in the past, there are few who are better known in the section in 
which they live than is the gentleman whose name is noted above, an intel- 
ligent young farmer, who not only is making a success of his undertakings 
in that line, but who for years has been a very successful and popular school 
teacher in the neighborhood of his home in’ Greensburg township. An 
earnest exemplar of the latest methods of farming and a conscientious in- 
structor of the youth in his vicinity, Lance M. Wynkoop is doing a good 
work in the world, and no history of Putnam county would be complete 
without adequate mention of the important details of his life and genealogy. 
The biographer, therefore, takes pleasure in calling the attention of the 


reader at this pomt to the subject of this interesting sketch, 
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Lance M. Wynkoop was born in Greensburg township, Putnam county, 
Ohio, October 27, 1882, the son of Milton and Sarah (Crow) Wynkoop, 
the former of whom was born in the town of Gilboa, this county, and the 
latter of whom was born on the farm on which her son, Lance M., now 
lives, in Greensburg township. Milton \Wynkoop was the son of Isaac \Wyn- 
koop, one of the pioneers of this county, who in his day and generation was 
one of the best known and most influential residents of the section in which 
he so long lived and labored. He not only cleared-a considerable tract of 
land, making clear the ways for Ins descendants to find a comfortable home 
in what was a wilderness when he came to tlis county, but he found time in 
connection with his extensive personal affairs to give much attention to the 
affairs of public concern, and was ever found actively participating in all 
movements which had as their object the betterment of local conditions. 

Milton Wynkoop was reared at Gilboa, this county, and evinced in 
his early youth an unusual aptitude for study, proving so efficient in his 
studies that as a young man he began teaching school in the neighborhood. 
He followed this important calling for several. years, even after his mar- 
riage, and then opened a general store at Miller City, this county, this ven- 
ture proving so profitable that he started a similar store at Niefersville. 
Later he opened a store for the sale of agricultural 1mplements. at Conti- 
nental, and continued in business in that place for sixteen years, or until 
his death, being one of the most successful and popular merchants of that 
town. ITfis death occurred in May, 1905, while his widow is still living, in 
Continental. Milton Wynkoop was an ardent Republican and took a promi- 
nent part in the political affairs of the county. He was a member of the 
Knights of Pythias, and was one of the most active workers in the local 
lodge of that order. , 

Milton Wynkoop was united in marriage to Sarah Crow, daughter of 
Miles and Lena (Schmidt) Crow, pioneers of Putnam county, the former 
of whom was born in Columbiana county, Ohio, August 21, 1825, the ninth 
child of Abraham Crow, a native of Pennsylvania, who moved to Colum- 
biana county with his parents at an early day in the settlement of that part 
of the state. The Crow family were brilliant lights in the old Covenanter 
church, in Pennsylvania, in the carlier days, and many of the same family 
are still prominent people in Washington and Butler counties in that state. 
Tn his early life Miles Crow was the proprietor of an ashery, but during the 
rest of his life was engaged in farming. He was for many years one of the 
most active workers in the Christian church in the neighborhood in which he 
lived, and his example was ever a good one in the community. FTe married 
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Lena Schmidt, who was born in Medina county, Ohio, April 10, 1829, a 
daughter of John and Barbara (Buzzard) Schmidt, and to this union there 
were born four children, Joseph T., Mary M., Sarah B. and John P. 

To Milton and Sarah (Crow) Wynkoop were born three children: 
Mae, who married John Beard; Lance, the immediate subject of this sketch, 
and Liva, who married Carrie Schaefer. 

Lance M. Wynkoop received his elementary education in the common 
schools of his home township, after which he attended the Continental 
school for one year. He then supplemented this excellent course with a 
year’s course in the college at Angola, Indiana. Thus equipped and pre- 
pared, he entered upon what he had determined to make his hfe work and 
began teaching school in Greensburg township, this county. He has been 
engaged in teaching ever since, his more recent service in that connection 
having been performed at the lorest Grove school in Greensburg township, 
and has long been known as one of the most efficient, as well as one of 
the most popular teachers, in the county. Teaching, however, occupies his 
tune but half the year, the summers being given over to farming, in which 
Mr. Wynkoop is making a pronounced success. He is gradually extending 
his farming operations, and has become one of the leading agriculturists of 
his part of the county. Tollowing his marriage, in 1903, Mr. Wynkoop 
moved to the old Wynkoop farm, of eighty acres, in Greensburg township, 
where he remained for six years, at the end of which time he moved to his 
mother’s farm of one hundred and sixty acres, in the same township, the 
old Miles Crow farm, on which his mother was born. In addition to oper- 
ating this extensive tract, Mr. Wynkoop also cultivates sixty acres adjoin- 
ing his farm on the east, which belongs to him. To all of this he brings 
the most modern methods of agriculture, in consequence of which he is mak- 
ing a fine success of his operations. 

On November 29, 1903, Lance M. Wynkoop was united in marriage 
to Kittie Shalter, daughter of John and Sophia (Bordner) Shalter, promi- 
nent residents of Palmer township, who were the parents of seven children, 
the others being, Della, John, Howard, Harmon, [lizabeth and Lulu. Of 
these, Howard married Alta Berringer, and John, Harmon and I[lizabeth 
are deceased. 

To Lance M. and Catherine (Shalter) Wynkoop five children have 
heen born, as follow: Clarence. born on February 3, 1906; Louis, born 
on March 14, 1908; Beatrice, born on November 30, 1909; Mildred, born 
on March 19, 1912, and Genevieve, born on March 22, 1914, a lively set of 
youngsters who make merry the home of their devoted parents. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Wynkoop take an active interest in the social and civic 
affairs of their neighborhood and are among the leaders in all movements 
looking to the cultural development of the community, and are very popular 
among all classes, being highly esteemed for their many engaging qualities. 
Mr. Wynkoop is a Republican and gives intelligent attention to the political 
affairs of the county, being deeply concerned in all matters pertaining to 
good local government, and is properly regarded as one of the leaders of 
public thought in that part of the county. 


HENRY: GERDEMAN, Jkk. 


Poets often tell the truth in the old song which contains the refrain, 
“The farmer feeds them all,” which is a very fundamental and economic 
truth. Without the farmer the rest of the country would starve within a 
week, despite the large amount of food in cold storage. l¢very occupation 
might be done away with but farming and people could live, but a total ces- 
sation of farming for a very short time would actually depopulate the whole 
world. A man can live without banks all his life, but deprive him of. his 
bread and his career is soon ended. I*arming is becoming an honored pro- 
fession. Our district schools are teaching it as a science and our colleges 
are granting degrees for agricultural courses. ‘The farmers of any com- 
munity sustain the people dependent on every other profession. Without 
the farmer the banker would close his doors; the manufacturer would shut 
down his factory and the railroads would suspend operation. Among those 
honored and successful in Putnam county, Olio, who have helped to keep 
the bankers, manufacturers and the railroads going, is Hlenry Gerdeman, Jr., 
of Union township. 

Henry Gerdeman, Jr., was born on April 27, 1885, in Putnam county, 
Ohio, the son of Henry and Bernadina (ickholt) Gerdeman, both natives 
of Putnam county, the former of whom was born on February 19, 1842, the 
son of Casper and Anna Gerdeman, natives of Germany, and the latter of 
whom was born on May 15, 1846, the daughter of Barney and [élizabeth 
(Nieman) Itickholt, both natives also of Germany. Casper Gerdeman and 
wife came to America from the [Fatherland and located in Putnam county in 
an early day. ‘They were the parents of seven children, Casper, Joseph, 
Henry, Mathias, Theodore, Mary and [flizabeth. Of these Theodore served 
Inthe Civil War as a member of aneOhio Regiment. Tle died in a military 
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prison. Casper and Anna Gerdeman were prominent and influential mem- 
bers of the community in which they lived. Vhey are buried in Grandview 
cemetery. 

Barney [ickholt and wife, Elizabeth, who was a Niemann, emigrated 
from Germany to Putnam in an early day and settled near Glandorf. They 
were the parents of six children, Joseph, Martha, Henry, William, Charles 
and Bernadina, the last,of whom. was the mother of Henry Gerdeman. 
Henry’ Gerdeman, Sr., was married to Bernadina Lickholt, May 5, 1868. 
He was a farmer throughout his life, but during his latter years has retired 
from, the active work of the farm. «4 His wife died on March 27, 1915. They 
were. the parents of the following children: Charles, who married Anna 
Bush; Andrew, who married Ida. Dalinz, and is now deceased; Catherine, 
the wife of Henry Hamburg; Barney, who married Anna Brinkman; John, 
who married Mary Lang; William, who married Mary Schroeder; [liza- 
beth, the wife of Henry Verhoff; Amelia, the wife of William Marmon; 
3ernardina, the wife of Joseph Marmon; Henry, the immediate subject of 
this review; Mathias, who married Emily Schumacher. 

Henry Gerdeman, Jr., was educated in the schools of Union township. 
He lived on his father’s farm until his marriage on May 5, 1910, at which 
time he was married to l’mma Marshman, the daughter of John and Clara 
(Gattman) Merschman, the former of whom was born in 1855, 1n the north 
edge of Pleasant township, south of Ottawa, and was a son of Barney and 
Catherine (Hagenjuger) Merschman. Barney Merschman was born in 
Osnabruck, Germany, and was there married to Catherine Ilagenjuger. 
Ile was a shepherd in the old country. John Merschman’s wife, the mother 
of Mrs. Gerdeman, was born in Greensburg township, and was a daughter 
of Joseph and Gertrude (Unterbrink) Gattman. Joseph Gattman was born 
in Osnabruck, Germany, coming to the United States in an early day, and 
was a well-known farmer in this county. Gertrude Unterbrink, also a native 
of Germany, came to this country with her parents, who were early settlers 
in Greensburg township. They arrived in the United States about 1834. 
Gertrude Unterbrink first married a Mr. Herlager, of Greensburg township, 
and, after his death, became the wife of Joseph Gattman. She was the 
mother of six children, of whom only two are living, Mrs. John Merschman 
and Bernadina, the widow of George Bensman. John Merschman and wife 
had eleven children, Irankk, Mary, Ameha, Veronica, Louise, l¢’mma, [lelena, 
John, Petronella, and two who died in infancy. 


After his marriage, Henry Gerdeman, Jr., moved to a farm which he 
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had purchased and where he lived for two years. This farm consisted of 
seventy-four acres. Mr. Gerdeman later moved to a farm owned by his 
father in Union township which consisted of one hundred and ten acres. 
Mr. Gerdeman and his family and parents lived together until the death of 
the mother on March 27, 1915. Mr. Gerdeman’s father is still living with 
him on the farm. 

Henry Gerdeman and all the members of his family are devout Catho- 
lics, belonging to St. Michael's church at Kalida. The tamily are well known 
in this section of Putnam county, and are highly respected for their industry, 
thrift, economy and neighborly good will. 


PAG@OBuS. MYERS: 


Vhe sketch which follows, dealing with the man whose name appears 
above, his brother Samuel and their sister Maria, is the story of plain and 
honest manhood and womanhood, of sturdy industry and well-directed effort 
along chosen lines. 

Jacob S. Myers was born on December 21, 1852, on a farm in Greens- 
burg township, Putnam county, Ohio, where he now makes his home. 
Samuel Myers first saw the light of day in 1855, and Maria three years 
later. They are children of Jacob and Lydia (Shank) Myers, the former 
being a well-grown youth when he came with his parents from their home 
in the state of Maryland. The journey was made overland in a wagon, 
considerable time being consumed en route. The parents were John and 
Mary (Dillon) Myers, whose children were, Abraham, John, Samuel, Jacob, 
Peter, Joseph, Christian and Henry. The parents were in their declining 
vears when the children induced them to come and make a new home in a new 
country that was rapidly being settled in this part of Ohio. Jacob Myers, an- 
other son, the father of Jacob S., later came with his uncle, Peter Myers, and 
his cousin, Martin Myers. Others came together and joined the rest of the 
family. Later, two more sons, Peter and Henry, came, when Peter settled in 
Perry township in Putnam county, and [lenry settled in Paulding county, Ohio. 
After the fannly reached Putnam county, they settled on a tract of eighty 
acres, Which they had secured from the government, and set about the task of 
clearing their land of the timber and preparing it for cultivation. They, in 
time, developed an excellent farm and were among the most highly respected 


citizens of the community at the time of their death. Jacob, father of our 
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subject, assisted in clearing the home farm and developing the Jand and, 
later, on his own account, he entered a tract from the government, contaim- 
ing sixty-four acres, and this same land forms a portion of the holdings 
of Jacob S. Myers at the present time. After he had his grant of eighty 
acres in fair condition, Jacob Myers purchased from his father an addi- 
tional tract of sixty-four acres and also cleared that of timber. On this 
farm he made his home, after the time of’ his marriage, about the year 
1846. He chose as his wife Lydia Shank, a daughter of Michael and Bar- 
bara (\Wideman) Shank, both of whom were natives of Canada and came 
to this country after their marriage. They came by boat on the Great Lakes, 
as far as Toledo, Ohio, and thence overland to their destination in Putnam 
county. They entered one hundred and sixty acres of land from the gov- 
ernment and i the®coursé of time developed a fine farm. The mother 
passed away while the fanuly was still living on this farm and the father 
later lived in llkhart, Indiana, where his hfe closed. Vhe thirteen children 
of the fannly were: [tve, Susan, Tima, l’annie, Catherme, Mary, Barbara, 
Isther, Maria, Sarah, Michael, Ehzabeth and Lydia. 

As above stated, Michael and Barbara (\Wideman) Shank, the parents 
of Jacob S. Myers, came to the farm where they are now living, which was 
the family home for many years. Both parents have passed into the Great 
Beyond, leaving behind them, to their children, a rich heritage in the knowi- 
edge of lives passed in industry and humility. he father died in 1875, 
and the mother in 1886. 

Jacob S. Mvyers received his education in the district schools near his 
home and, in early manhood, assisted his father in the work about the 
homestead. The parents were members of the Mennonite church, and in 
this faith the children were reared and are today members of that body. 
Jacob has served as township assessor for a term of two years and also as 
township supervisor, discharging all the duties thus devolving upon him 
im a manner highly satisfactory to all. Jacob, Samuel and Maria are 
unmarried and operate the farm which they own. Their holdings total two 
hundred and sixty-eight acres, and the farm 1s considered one of the finest 
in the township. All the buildings are in a good state of repair. They 
have an excellent equipment and being industrious, get good returns for 
the labor expended. By industrious habits and frugal manner of living, 
they have amassed a goodly portion of this world’s goods, but better still 
is the Ingh esteem in which they are held by all who know them on account 
of their honorable and well-directed lives. 
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PRORiAIN STORPFEL. 


Among the successful, self-made men of the present generation in 
Putnam county, Ohio, whose efforts and influence have contributed to the 
material upbuilding of the community, Florian Stoeptel occupies a con- 
spicuous place. Being ambitious trom the first, but surrounded with none 
too favorable environment, his early youth was not especially promising. 
Resolutely facing the tuture, however, he has gradually surmounted the 
difficulties in his way and, in due course of time, has arisen to a prominent 
position in the agricultural circles of his community. In addition to this, 
he has won the confidence and esteem of those with whom he has come in 
contact. I*or years, he has stood as one of the representative citizens of the 
locality, honored by his citizenship. 

Ilorian Stoepfel was born on february 28, 1877, in Bavaria, Germany. 
Ile is the son of Gregoire and Crescentia (lessenwanger) Stoeppel, both 
natives or “the “Same” ‘place, “who, died’ “int Germany. “Gregoire “Stoepiel 
was a farmer all of his life. One year after his death, his widow, with her 
son and daughter, came to this country, and joined I lorian Stoepfel, who 
had crossed the sea some time previous. The mother settled on a farm in 
Greensburg township, where she still lives. [fer children are: [lorian, the 
subject of this sketch; Lucas, Louis, Mary and John, deceased. Lucas mar- 
ried Mollie Siebeneck and lives in Putnam county; Louis is unmarried and 
lives in Cloverdale; Mary married Frank J. Verhoff and lives in Ashtabula 
county, Ohio. 

Florian Stoepfel attended school in the old country and, when fifteen 
years of age, came to \merica and settled near Glandorf in Putnam county. 
Ife worked on various farms, during the first few years after his arrival in 
this country, and finally purchased forty acres in Union township, before his 
marriage, 

I‘lorian Stoepfel was married on October 28, 1903, to Josephine Uphaus, 
the daughter of George and Margaret (\Wehrie) Uphaus. George Uphaus 
was the son of John and Catherine Uphaus, who came from Germany after 
their marriage. Tle was a farmer and settled near Glandorf on a farm where 
he continued to live until his death. Ile and his wife were members of St. 
John’s Cathohie church at Glandorf. Margaret Wehrie was the daughter 
of Clement and Anna Wehrie, who were born in Germany and who, at an 
early day, came to this country, settling on a farm near Glandorf, Putnam 
county, They were well known among the early settlers and lived on this 
farm until their death. ‘They were also members of St. John's Catholic 
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church at Glandorf. Mrs. Stoepfel is the sister of Philomena Uphaus, the 
wile of Mathias Theodore Verholf, whose sketch 1s found elsewhere in this 
volume. 

After the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Stoepfel, they moved to the farm 
where they now live in Union township. Since Mr. Stoepfel’s marriage, he 
has acquired twenty acres in addition to his original purchase of torty acres, 
before his marriage. He is a general farmer,.but makes a specialty of rais- 
ing cattle. He does considerable well drilling, under contract for the farm- 
ers of the community in which he lives, and has been very successful in this 
work. 

To. I*lorian and Josephine (Uphaus) Stoepfel, five children have been 
born, Clara, born on February 7, 1905; Matilda, born on December 1o, 
1906; Laura, born on September 22, 1908; John, born on October 30, 1910, 
and Joseph, born on July 28, 1913. 

Florian Stoepfel and wife belong to St. Michael’s Catholic church at 
Kalida. They are devout members of this church and contribute liberally 
of their means to its support. Mr. Stoepfel is an energetic and ambitious 
young farmer, who has adopted progressive methods in everything that per- 
tains to the work of the farm. He is in every respect a representative citizen 
of Union township, where he lives. 


MLONZO RAGER. 


Putnam county has been fortunate in the character of its farmers and 
much of its material prosperity can be attributed to the fact that its farmers 
have kept abreast of the times, and it can hardly be questioned that as such 
they are an index to the civilization of the community. Its farmers are 
progressive and up-to-date and it follows that the standard of the com- 
munity will be high. Thousands of banks have been organized within the 
last few years in order to supply the needs of the farmer. In fact, the crops 
of the farmer furnish most of the money for the smaller banks throughout 
the United States. The wholesome living, which is the good fortune of 
the farmer, is a big factor in keeping up the general tone of a county. 
Alonzo Rager is one of the prominent and influential farmers of Union 
township. 

Alonzo Rager was born in Franklin county, Ohio, October 26, 1874, 
the son of Solomon and Helena (Coon) Rager. 


Phe grandfather of Alonzo Rager was John Rager, who lived. in 
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Iranklin county, Ohio. He was of Pennsylvania Dutch descent. He and 
his wife were the parents of ten children, Elizabeth, Adam, George, Iliram, 
Solomon, Joseph, Henry, Edward, Mary and Alice. Mr. Rager’s maternal 
grandparents were Luke and Susan (Arnett) Coon, the former of whom 
was born in Pickaway county, Ohio, October 8, 1826, of Scotch-Irish de- 
scent. He was reared on the farm of his parents, and upon reaching man- 
hood was married to Susan Arnett, a native of Pennsylvania, of Dutch par- 
entage, | They Nad” six children, John, George, Sarah, Jennie, Helena and 
Iemelie. Luke Coon, after his marriage, continued farming in Pickaway 
county, where he was born, and in 1856 moved to Illinois. His wife havy- 
ing died in 1859, he remarried, and continued to live in Illinois until 1882, 
when he returned to Ohio and made his home with his daughter, Mrs. Rager. 

Solomon Rager was born on June 23, 1850, in I*ranklin county, Ohio. 
He was educated in this county and reared as a farmer. He was married 
on January 18, 1872, to Helena Coon. After his marriage he remained 
on the farm, in Franklin county, and on August 23, 1884, he moved to Put- 
nam county, where he continued to farm until his death, which occurred on 
January 17, 1886. Huis wife received a good education in Macon, Hlinois, 
and it was in that state their their marriage took place. 

To Solomon and Helena Rager were born the following children: 
Olive, Alonzo (the subject. of this sketch), Luke, Elmer, .Lewis, Chester 
and Verda. Olive, who died on December 31, 1893, married Benjamin 
Good. Luke, who lives in Sugar Creek township, married Hattie Brown 
and has two children. Elmer, who lives in Middletown, is married and 
has four children. Lewis, who lives in California, married Myrtle Dresky 
and has four children. Chester, who lives in St. Louis, Missouri, married 
Naomi Summers. Verda married John Anderson, a farmer of Sugar 
Creek township, and has four children. Solomon Rager, the father of these 
children, was a Republican. He was a member of the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows at Winchester. His wife is still living and makes her home 
with her son Lewis on the old home place. The residence on this farm 
was erected in 1888. 

Alonzo Rager was educated in the Union township schools and lived 
on lis father’s farm. THe worked out for four years by the year on various 
farms. Mr. Rager was married to Ola Dicus, the daughter of Scott and 
Mary (Campnell) Dicus, of Union township, Putnam county. 

Scott Dicus was a native of Perry township, Putnam county, Ohio, 
and was born on September 2, 1847. Ile was the son of Jacob and Tannah 
(Carey) Dicus. Scott Dieus was educated in the Putnam county schools, 
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and at the outbreak of the Civil War he and his brother, Ilarrison, enlisted 
in the Eighty-eighth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, under Captain 
Allen. Scott served until the close of the war, but Harrison took a severe 
cold, developed consumption and retired from the service. Scott Dicus mar- 
ried Mary Campnell on January 25, 1872, and to this union were born three 
children, Lilhan, Ola and Russell. Scott Dicus is a prominent farmer, in 
Union township at the present time and is well known. 

After his marriage, Mf. Rager moved to a farm of forty acres, and 
since this has acquired ninety acres in addition. The farm is located in. 
sections 8 and 17, in Union township. Mr. Rager is a progressive farmer. 
He has erected splendid buildings on his farm and made many other im- 
provements, chief among which was a hollow tile silo, all of which show 
his advanced ideas in agriculture. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Kager have been born four children, one of whom 
died- im infancy. The ‘other liree “are I'rederick.A.}\ born on March 25. 
1901; Mary H., born on January 15, 1905, and Elnora Lucillé, born on 
Iebruary 9, 1908. Mrs. Rager died on February 6, 1915. She became ill 
with typhoid fever in 1913, and suffered a general breakdown. She con- 
tinued on the decline until her death. During her illness she received all 
the care a loving husband could bestow. Her death was a sad event to her 
husband, who was very much devoted to her. She was buried in Ottawa 
River cemetery. Mrs. Rager was a devout member of the Methodist 
church. She was a loving wife and mother. Mr. Rager had many sympa- 
thizing friends in his bereavement, and his loss was shared by miiny friends 
of Mrs. Rager, who loved her for her splendid qualities. 

Alonzo Rager does general farming. He belongs to the Ottawa River 
Christian church. At the present time he owns one hundred and_ thirty 
acres of land. He is a Republican, is popular with his neighbors, intelligent 
and progressive in his methods. All in all, he is a representative citizen of 
Putnam county. 


FRANK TOPrEMAN, 


No more substantial and moral citizens have ever come to this country 
from foreign lands than the sous of Germany. \Wherever they have settled, 
they have become respected citizens. .\s a race, they are characterized by 
industry and a patience which overcome all obstacles and which thus insure 
them:success in whatever undertaking they choose to follow. Putnam: county 


has been honored by having thousands of the sons of Germany as citizens, 
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but no family of German descent has ever occupied a more prominent place 
in the material development of the county than that of the Hloffmans. 

rank Hoffman was born in Glandort on March 12, 1865, and is the 
son of William T°. and Clara (Schroeder) Hoffman. Mr. Hoffman’s pater- 
nal grandparents came from Germany from the Province of Hlanover and 
settled near Glandorf in Putnam county. They arrived here about one year 
after the establishment of Professor Horstman’s colony, where they secured 
a farm and lived until their death. William I*. Hoffman and wife were mem- 
bers of the Catholic church. Mr. Hoffman’s maternal grandparents also 
came from Germany and settled in Greensburg township, Putnam county, on 
a farm. They lived in Greensburg township until their death. 

William I*. Hoffman, the father of I'rank Hoffman, attended school in 
Glandorf and remained at home during the early part of his life. He learned 
the carpenter’s trade and worked at this trade in Glandort. Later, he became 
a school teacher. He was the organist at St. John’s Catholic church for 
fifteen years when he established a general dry goods store and, atter his mar- 
riage, he lived in Glandorf and taught school for twenty-five years. He 
divided his attention between business, school teaching and farming about 
eighty.acres of land. The-children of William I*, and Clara Hoffman were 
as follow’ two. who died in_intancy;~John, who died at the age of two 
years; Mary, William, Theresa, Amelia, who died at the age of two; I*rank, 
Henry, Anna, who died in 1908; and Charles. Mary married Xavier Wirth 
and lives in Sugar Creek township; Wilham married Veronica [Hlalker and 
lives in Glandori; Theresa married Ilenry Kemper and lives in Dayton, 
Ohio; Henry married [chzabeth Herzog and lives in) Jackson township; 
Charles married Ilizabeth Osege and lives in Glandorf; \William 1°. Tloff- 
man died-on April 29, 1915, at the home of his son, Charles, who farms the 
home place. Ile was a state representative in the Olio Legislature for two 
terms and was also justice of the peace for many years. Mrs. Hoffman died 
on Iebruary 6, 1898. They were members of St. John’s Catholic church 
at Glandorf and devout in their religious duties and obligations. 

Frank Hoffman attended school at Glandorf and worked in his father’s 
store, and on the farm during vacations. tle was married to Mary Ann 
Reckfelder, the daughter of Henry and [Elizabeth (Nottbrock) Reckfelder, 
the former of whom was a native of Glandorf, Putnam county, and the latter 
of Glandorf, Germany. Mr. and Mrs. Reckfelder were married in Glan- 
dorf, Putnam county, and after their marriage, lived on a farm. They later 
moved to Glandort in Putnam county and lived retired. Their children 


were Joseph, Bernard and Mary. Joseph married Iélizabeth Kronbeger and 
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lives in Dayton, Ohio. They have had four children; Bernard died in 1908; 
Henry Reckfelder died on June 20, 1908, and his wife died on March 12, 
1915. Both are buried at Glandorf. 

Frank Hoffman was married on November 11, 1891, and after his 
marriage, moved to a farm in Union township. ‘This farm consisted of 
eighty acres which Mr. Hoffman received from his father. The present 
owner has erected all of the buildings on the farm and made many improve 
ments since he acquired possession of it. To Frank and Mary A. (Reck- 
felder) [loffman several children have been born, Adelia, born on August 18, 
1892; Harry, born on May 25, 1894, and died in September, 1894; Clara, 
born on [february 15, 1896, and died in July, 1896; Alfred, born on June 8, 
1897; Magdalena, born on June 28, 1899; Lawrence, born on June 26, 1901; 
Raymond, born on November 28, 1903, and died on June 17, 1904; Arnold, 
born on June 20, 1906; and Mary, born on April 11, 1908. | 

I'rank Eloffman is a general farmer and stock raiser. He makes a spe- 
cialty of Durham and Hereford cattle. He is secretary of St. Joseph’s 
Benevolent Society. The family are all members of the Catholic church and 
prominent in the affairs of this denomination. 


PRE DERICK W. 3VERHOPE. 


It was once remarked by a celebrated moralist and biographer that there 
has scarcely passed a life of which a judicious and faithful narrative would 
not have been useful. Believing in the truth of this opinion, expressed by 
one of the greatest and best men, the writer of this review takes pleasure in 
presenting a few facts in the career of the gentleman, who, by perseverance, 
temperance and integrity, has worked himself from an humble station to a 
successful place in life and won an honorable position among the well-known 
and highly esteemed farmers of Greensburg township, Putnam county, Ohio. 

Irederick W. Verhoff was born on June 18, 1887, on his father’s farm 
in Ottawa township, Putnam county, Ohio. Tle is the son of William and 
Katherine (Kerner) Verhoff. William Verhoff was born in the house in 
which he now lives, in Ottawa township, and he was the son of I*rancis and 
Mary (Kramer) Verhoff, early settlers of Putnam county. William Ver- 
hoff is the brother of Theodore Verhoff, the life history of whom may be 
found im another part of this volume, gives the facts regarding the Verhoff 
family. Tt is sufficient, in this place, to say that Francis and Mary (ilNramer ) 
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Verhoff were natives of Westphalia, Prussia, and the state of Pennsylvania, 
respectively. Mr. Verhoff was a well-known blacksmith in the community 
where he lived. He died in 1863 after having acquired six hundred and 
forty acres of land in Putnam county. Mary Kramer was the daughter of 
Theodore and Gertrude (Veraking) Kramer. 

Katherine Kerner, the mother of Irederick W. Verhoff, was the daugh- 
ter of Mathias and [Elizabeth (Ikerner), the former of whom was a native 
of Germany and the latter of Pennsylvania. Mathias Kerner came to this 
country early in life and settled in Putnam county. Prior to coming here, 
he spent three years in South Carolina. His wife came to Putnam county, 
from Pennsylvania, after the death of her parents. Here she met and 
married Mathias Kerner. They lived on a farm the entire time of their 
lives. 

Wilham Verhoff spent his early life on his father’s farm and attended 
the schools at Glandorf, in Putnam county, and where on April 20, 1880, 
he was married to atherine Werner, the daughter of Mathias and [¢liza- 
beth Ikerner. ‘hey continued to live on the parental farm, which consisted 
of one hundred acres and which he, later, inherited from his father. \Will- 
iam Verhoff and wife were the parents of the following children: J. Frank, 
Mathias, Mary, Jtlizabeth, I*rederick, Cecelia, Leo, Dora, Hieronomous 
and Christopher. . William WVerhoff and family are all members of the 
Catholic church at Glandorf. 

Frederick W. Verhoftf, the subject of this sketch, attended school in 
Glandorf and lived on the homestead farm until his marriage. He was 
marricd on May 19, 1911, to [¢lizabeth Ilerbrock, the daughter of Henry 
and ‘Cheresa (Borgelt) [llerbrock, both of whose parents came from Ger- 
many and settled in Putnam county near Glandorf. After their marriage 
they lived on a farm near Glandorf, and eventually purchased ninety-nine 
acres in Union township near Kalida, where they now live. They have had 
eight children, Henry, Joseph, William, Mary, Agnes, Theresa, [Elizabeth 
and William, deceased. 

After their marirage, Frederick W. and I[tlizabeth (1llerbrock) Ver- 
hoff lived in Jackson township for three months on a farm of eighty acres, 
which they rented. They then moved to a farm of one hundred and twenty 
acres in Greensburg township, which belonged to Mr. Verhotf’s father. Tt 
is here that they still live. Mr. Verholf is engaged in general farming, but 
makes a specialty of cattle and hogs. 

[le and his wife have been the parents of two cluldren, Cletus, born 
on March 9, 1912, and Amos Ilenry, born on May 26, tor. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Verhoff are members of St. Nicholas’ Catholic church 
at Miller City. frederick W. Verhoff is a pleasant young man of sturdy 
personal appearance and agreeable manner. Ife is ambitious in the better 
sense of the term and throughout his life has been an industrious and hard 
worker. She is an annable woman and has in many ways helped her ambi- 


tious young husband. 


HOMER EDWIN McKENZIE. 


One of the rising younger generation of farmers is Homer I¢dwin 
McKenzie, a member of one of the old families of this section. Mr. Me- 
Kenzie is a man of keen mentality and pronounced views on all questions 
of the day. He removed to his present farm home of one hundred and 
sixty acres the latter part of 1914, and inasmuch as he carries on the work 
of lis farm along lines most approved by modern scientific investigation, 
being well versed in all that pertains to the best development of his interests, 
he bids fair to win a gratifying degree of success in his chosen vocation. 
He has passed the greater part of his life on the farm where he now lives, 
having first seen the light of day in that home on April g, 1878. It was 
at that time the home of his parents, I¢rwin and Matilda (Barkmeyer) Me- 
Kenzie. His father was a native of this state and his mother was also a 
native of Ohio. When Homer's father, Erwin McKenzie, was twenty-one 
years of age, he accompanied his mother to this county, the father having 
previously died in the old home. They settled in Greensburg township, 
where they bought a farm of one hundred and sixty acres and partly cleared 
and dramed the land, which farm is where our immediate subject lives at 
the present time. His father was one of a famuly of five children, the others 
beng Homer, Susan, Lucinda and Mary. Being the eldest of the family, 
much of the heavier work and responsibility devolved upon lerwin, who 
proved a faithful son and of great assistance to the mother. 

When [erwin MeWenzie married, he chose as his wife Matilda Bark- 
meyer, a daughter of Henry and Charlotte Barkmeyer, who was brought 
to this county by her parents when still a small girl. Other children of the 
rinny Were” Tenry, Mitaineth, Nettie, Md “and Matilda. , a\fter their 
marriage, the parents of Tlomer MeWenzie continued to live on the mother's 
farm and remained there for many years, later removing to Lima, this state, 
where the mother died and Tlomer’s father continues to make his home, at 


220 Sutin CONT Street, that city, 
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Special mention is due l¢rwin Mckenzie, owing to the fact that during 
the dark days of the sixties he proved himself one of the loyal sons of the 
nation and donned the blue to assist in protecting the integrity of our re- 
public. He enlisted with a regiment from his native state and served with 
great distinction throughout his enlistment. To l¢rwin McKenzie and wife 
were born eight children. Orville married Winnie Brown and resides at 
Columbus Grove; they are the parents of two living children; one dead. 
Effe married Wilfred Stauffer and resides near Waterloo, Indiana; she is 
the mother of six children; Frank, deceased, and Bessie married David 
Bonecutter and lives in Butler, Indiana. Other children of the family were 
Cora, Mary Hazel and Gilson. 

Homer Edward Mckenzie received his education in the district schools 
near his home and assisted his father in the work of the farm. He remained 
at home until the time of his marriage on December 7, 1913, when he was 
united in matrimony to [lorence Wing of Continental, this county. She 
is a daughter of Henry and Mary (Gilbert) Wing, the former born in this 
county and the latter of Cleveland, this state. After marriage, Henry Wing 
and wife, moved to a farm in this county, where they have since resided. 
‘They were marned on March 17, 1866, and to them have been born the 
following children: Martha, born on March to, 1868; Albert, born on 
September 15, 1870; I*rederick, born on September 4, 1872; Florence, born 
on September 7, 1873; Rutus Gilbert, born on December 16, 1877, deceased ; 
Henry I*ranklin, born on August 24, 1880; Mary Ann, deceased, born on 
July 13, 1883, and Philip, deceased, born on June 9, 1893; Martha married 
Hamilton Hersh and lives in Continental, where she is the mother of seven 
children; Albert, who now lives in California, married Gertrude Andrews 
and later married Lavina Derbyshire, having five children. Hlenry I. mar- 
ried Gertrude Myers and is the father of four children. 

To Hlomer MeclWenzie and his wife has been born one child, Hazel Marie, 
who came to them on July 5, 1914. In addition to his general farming, 
Homer raises a special breed of Polled Durham cattle and Duroc hogs and is 
uniformly successful in whatever he undertakes. The farm contains one 
hundred and sixty acres of well-improved land and the buildings and _resi- 
dence, which Homer's father erected, are in good condition. Iomer Me- 
Kenzie makes the third generation of the family to make his home on this 
site, the land having originally been purchased by his grandmother. 

[lomer MchKenzie’s political preference is with the Democratic party, 
but he exercises his independence in,such matters when he comes to the polls. 


His fraternal affiliation is with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and 
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the Modern Woodmen of America, while Mrs. McKenzie is a member of 
the Pythian Sisters. Both are the finest kind of young people, genial, gener- 
ous and hospitable. 


Phe IAM G. MULLET. 


The people who constitute the bone and sinew of this country are not 
those who are unstable and unsettled, who fly from one occupation to an- 
other, who do not know how to vote until they are told, and who take no 
active and intelligent interest in the civic affairs of their community. The 
backbone of this country is made up of the families who have made their 
homes, who are alive to the best interest of the community, who attend to. 
their own business in preference to the affairs of others, and who work on 
steadily from day to day, taking the sunshine with the storms, rearing fine 
families to comfortable homes and honest lives. Such people are always 
welcome in any community. They are the wealth producers. And Putnam 
county is fortunate in being blessed with many of them, among whom is 
William G. Mullet, a prominent farmer of Greensburg township. 

William G. Mullet was born in 1865 at Ottawa, Ohio. He is the son 
of Jacob and Elizabeth (Crow) Mullet. Jacob Mullet was born in Switzer- 
land, in 1840, and was.the son of John and Maria (Ratz) Mullet. They 
came to America about 1847. They were over three months in crossing 
the ocean in a sailing vessel, since the wind was very low during a part of 
the voyage. John Mullet spent about a year at Cincinnati, and a few years 
at Columbus, Ohio. They located near [elm Center about 1852, while the 
land was all covered with timber. The land was also swampy where it was 
cleared, and it was necessary to bank the soil in ridges to produce any crops. 
Later, when the Nickel Plate railroad grade was made it gave the people 
work. Now this land is part of the finest land in Putnam county. It was 
in this section that Jacob Mullet grew to manhood. He married Elizabeth 
Crow in 1864. Elizabeth Crow was born in the northeastern part of Greens- 
burg township in January, 1842, and was the daughter of W. R. and Ber- 
sheba (Brower) Crow. 

W. R. Crow came from Columbiana county. He was born in Columbi- 
ana county, Ohio, April 12, 1821, and was the son of James and [lizabeth 
(Moreland) Crow, who settled here in 1835. James Crow was the son of 
Abraham and Rachael (Craven) Crow. Abraham Crow was born in 1748, 
and was among the early settlers of Pennsylvania. Tle was married in 
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Berks county to Rachael Craven, and moved from Pennsylvania, in 1787, 
west to Washington county, and to Columbiana county, Ohio, about 1815. 
A brother of his was killed in the battle of Brandywine. He had eleven 
children, among whom was Abraham, who married Sarah Thompson, and 
who was a pioneer settler of Greensburg township, and another son was 
James Crow, also a pioneer of Greensburg township. _ He left numerous 
progeny and died in his ninety-seventh year. W. R. Crow’s wife, Bersheba 
Brower, was born in Randolph county, North Carolina, in 1819. She was 
the daughter of Irederick and Helena (Staley) Brower. I*rederick Brower 
was born in North Carolina, a son of Adam Brower, a native of Pennsyl- 
vania. Adam's father was the founder of the family in America. I*red- 
erick Brower was born and reared in North Carolina, and there learned 
shoemaking and tanning. He married Nelle Staley in Randolph county, 
North Carolina. Her father was a cousin of the royal family of Germany. 
Frederick Brower moved to Florida, returned to Ohio, and thence to Ft. 
Wayne, Indiana. After several other moves, he came finally to Greensburg 
township, Ohio, and entered ninety-three acres of land. He was the fourth 
settler in Greensburg township. When he came from Allen county he 
brought with him a hand-mull in which he used to grind corn; otherwise he 
would have had to go forty miles to a water-mill. In time he became the 
owner of four hundred and ninety-three acres, and cultivated it until his 
death, in June, 1875. His wife died in 1889. He was the first justice of 
the peace in Greensburg township and the first trustee of that township. 

After Jacob Mullet married he lhved in Ottawa for four years, and 
there engaged in the butcher business. He then spent four years on the 
farm in Greensburg township, and then removed to Leipsic, where he en- 
gaged in the butcher business for about six years. He then returned to 
Greensburg township and farmed until his death. He and his wife owned 
about one hundred and sixty acres of land. Mrs. Jacob Mullet died in 1887, 
and he died in t900. They were the parents of eight children: \WJ4lliaimn 
G., of Greensburg township; John A., of near Continental; Amelia B. the 
widow of John A. Simon, who lives in Palmer township, near Niefersville ; 
Anna llorence, the wife of William TH. Wisterman, of Toledo; Mary 
mina, the wife of Amos Ridenour, who lives near Wabash, Indiana; Lu- 
ther T1., of Toledo; Vrederick, of Three Rivers, Michigan, and Tverett, 
who lives near Butler, Indiana. 

After the mother of these children died, their father married Mrs. 
Sarah Shardeman. One child was born to this marriage, Jacob Mullet. 

William G. Mullet lived with his parents until he grew to manhood. 
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He was married, March 14, 1891, to Vela Ayers. She. was born in Greens- 
burg township, along the Blanchard river, and is the daughter of Clark P. 
and Sarah [. (Dangler) Ayers. Clark P. Ayers was born in 1842 in 
Greensburg township, and was the son of William and Rachael (Crow) 
Ayers. Rachael Crow was born in \Washington county, Pennsylvania, and 
came to Columbiana county, Ohio, with her parents, Abraham and Sarah 
(Thompson) Crow, of the Crow family above referred to, who moved to 
Greensburg township in 1832. William Ayers was born in Washington 
county, Pennsylvania, a-son of John and Sarah (Wallahan) Ayers. “They 
lived in several counties before they came finally to Greensburg township 
in 1836. Clark P. Ayers grew up here-and married Sarah Dangler, June 
22, 1869. She was born in Greensburg townslip in 1849, and was the 
daughter of Jacob and Susan (Guy) Dangler. Jacob Dangler was born: :n 
Union county, Pennsylvania, in 1814, and came in 1837 to Greensburg 
township, Putnam county, with his parents, John and Elizabeth (Kaler ) 
Dangler. His wife, Susan Guy, whose parents, Jesse and Jane (Schurtz) 
Guy, came here in 1838, was born in 1821 in Columbiana county, Ohio, and 
was married in this county in 1842. C. P. Ayers was a life-long farmer in 
‘Greensburg township. He was also a justice of the peace. His great 
grandfather, James Ayers, was a soldier in the Revolutionary army. C. P. 
Ayers’ ‘grandfather, John) served ‘in’ the" War"of* 1812). C. P. Ayers died 
in December, 1889. His widow lives with her children. She still owns 
the farm in Greensburg township. She ts the mother of six children: Vela, 
the wife of \W. G. Mullet, of Greensburg township ; Alta, the wife of Charles 
Kirkendall, of IWalida; Odula, the wife of Caius Hemry, of McComb, Ohio; 
Wilham W. Ayers, of Waterloo, Indiana; Rachael, the wife of J. R. Ielkins, 
of Lacrosse, Indiana, and Merle, the wife of B. H. Stevenson, of McComb. 

After the marriage of W. G. Mullet he and his wife lived about one 
year in Greensburg township and spent three years farming in Wabash 
county, Indiana. They came back to Greensburg township, in 1896, and 
have lived ever since where they now live, in the southwest quarter of sec- 
tion 1. Mr. Mullet has been a life-long farmer and a raiser of thoroughbred 
stock. Ile makes a specialty of thoroughbred Aberdeen-Angus cattle. lor 
the past six years he has served as a member of the county fair board. Mr. 
Mullet has two hundred and fifty-seven acres of land in Greensburg town- 
ship. i 

To Mr. and Mrs. W. G. Mullet five children have been born: Nora is 
the wife of Claude C. Stuber and lives near Miller City and has one child, 










“ae ermnwo mauris 


ej oT nt isis enw go '- . ge Spe sili 
(word) lesdostt bus anni WE io noe a | 

bts Btersulyansd OOD caonguiden Ve a : 
disse bees anmiledss eMart vail iw. ,ow 











i Benson alate a 96169 
of bevem anw .ot hovisies avods vhost wor). ork ie wor ad nogqinod Py: 
norgnidenW fees mrad ae erly, anil SEB ni qidenwro 2 meng hd | 
yodT aay (tsds fig fi ) laine ban. tho to 2B 5 wimeylyernatl CUETO, 
qitlenwot yindenoon) oe llsait i, sg, stolad esitejon. Lravae an Devil 
acts | crabgnel haters’ bervrnct, ba aout ge wong ery 4 ont oH 
gilt enw bis QbBI nit qd os 9" panne (it nod, saul oe QOBL 8 
at ariod enw ral gern Gl dont ‘ ett L to, votalongh, 
gindernson) ot hese tf Brrr) igreks pe ui pea uae qua soit 3) 
(t9t671). Hhodiisill bas. alot, AOE G, weieh, thie, EOD mpet i 
(stinioe) onal bas ‘onael, arya, seca var ‘pene, ove ny #1 selene 
bes 1nd pOHtOs seenieknensly). eH 1g fi pt fae BESt Ate oot 4 orminy gn, 
sti yaerisd gival~9 ati a an ening, i a > spe fi Reeey aid, at teers RBU | 
PB at Sonoq onl 1 ts, onident. 8 ; cele ie ath gitenryos, gindenoad: 
Laat STS vmod odlt: sith rvibloe. f ane wis aon. dodtathnarg « 
bab: ce ht is ae BY ae beet hovise, carlol. artist baerg, idivaars 
acwo Wine Bris “nsnbliels week ster eavil wrobiw, 2.9881 edinaeth, ai 
ele snotblide ie Vo, rordtont od et ofl apdenwot gundensor) at san ols 
eahiedl) to otiw ont ah: qisleawot griudasga iO to doll. .WE do shiw aah) 
-onlt) pte: S54 40. opuitall ahh te ohta ail lobQ)  abilg A. a: Jishasshia: 
emtills [ AL to shiv ait lonlosd; - sersilyen wookrais) Yi to eres Vi. ianilliV/ 
dino aM Yo geite942 H Hi 10 alive oli ghohl brs. erated, eine ie iy 
900 nods bavil: hii ish, [yee coal, dalla a MW Jo.ogstinannt. atl, math, 
desda Vi. st nisl ARDY Bort ty tage ban qirlernwot guidamat) ot sen 
bra. OQ8r ni gitenwor giudenoaT) a} doad antea wed Tt). 6th sett nila 
-s92 To Ta anp teowelinoe arlt ut gvil wou yorlh oie ponte WO) frail ovat) 
byrdils quondt Jo ‘toetat # bas sonia gnol-otil s ap cepa, antl, toll. 1 ROD 
70% ality, aurgnnt- sabaodA A porldguoiods, jo vali: aiye Hi ea me atk bare 
AM tnigod vist dane. colt docrndeemgn 52g baviree and 



































“H0) Pah att bn to aston m siovooentd Oe: bol om i zr 


El 





‘ae be fide 





ih sinha aH 





ei ee i mod xd ‘ed oth its 7A jolt 
dblisla 910 est baa ate 9) alli iso evil fet 








PUTNAM COUNTY, OIIIO. 699 


Paul John, born on February 1,°1915; Paul P., Edith F., William A. and 
Mildred, all of whom are at home. 

Mr. Mullet has a fine country home, heated by furnace and lighted 
from a private lighting plant. He has a water plant furnishing hot and 
cold water to every room. He is pleasant and agreeable, as is also his wite, 
and the hospitality of the Mullet home is well known. Their neat and 
well-ordered premises and residence impress one and bespeak the character 


of the owner. 


EDWARD BERNARD STIECHSCHULTE. 


The attention of the reader 1s now directed to the following sketch of 
the career of the well-known and enterprising young tarmer whose name 
forms the caption of this article. Mr. Stechschulte has passed his entire life 
in this community, and the high degree of esteem in which he 1s held, by 
friends and neighbors, is ample testimony to the fact that he is one of the 
worthy citizens of his community. Mr. Stechschulte is a member of one 
branch of the well-known [Kahle family, who were pioneer settlers in this 
section and people of great influence, who did much in the early days to 
establish a high standard of living in this then new territory. 

IX<dward Bernard Stechschulte was born in Greensburg township, Put- 
nam county, Ohio, on January 12, 1884, being a son of Ignatius and Mag- 
dalena (Niese) Stechschulte, both of whom were born in this same county. 
lenatius Stechschulte was the eldest child of Tlenry and Bertha (Nahle ) 
Stechschulte, the other children in the fanuly being: Joseph, Frank, Gustav, 
sarney, Bertha, Theresa and Henry. He was born on his father’s farm in Put- 
nam county on June 2, 1854, and when a youth attended the district schools of 
his home neighborhood. Ife was noted as a most intelligent and = studious 
pupil, and when quite young engaged in teaching school in Pleasant town- 
ship. He was umted in marriage on November 22, 1878, to Magdalena 
Niese. Shortly after marriage they took up their residence on a farm in 
Greensburg township, consisting of one hundred and ten acres, which farm 
he had at that time purchased, and upon which he proceeded to make valu- 
able improvements in the way of buildings, ete. There the family lived, 
until in 1ror2, when Mr. Stechschulte purchased a ninety-acre farm = near 
Owosso, Michigan, where he intends to make his future home. Ile is sue- 
ceeding well in his chosen field of general and dairy farming, combined, 


and has recently disposed of forty acres of land of which he has long been 
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the owner in this county. Tgnatius Stechschulte was one of the leading 
farmers of his community and his absence has been felt by many to whom 
he had proved himself a true friend and neighbor. [le was a man who took 
an active interest in public alfairs and for six years served Putnam county 
as commissioner, and had at various other times filled different offices of 
minor importance. Mrs. Tenatius Stechschulte, who betore her marriage 
was Magdalena Niese, was a daughter of Barney Niese and wife, both 
natives of Germany, who came to this country while still quite young. The 
families of both of whom located in Glandorf, where the young people met 
and were married. After marriage they removed to a farm near Glandorf, 
and there lived many years until the time of her death. The father then 
made his home with a son in Liberty township for the remainder of his life. 
They were’ the parents’ of six children, namely:  [lizabeth, deceased; 
Theresa, Anna, deceased, Agnes, Barney and Magdalena, the latter being 
the mother of the immediate subject of this sketch. 

Ilenry Stechschulte, paternal grandfather of our subject, was a native 
of Germany, having been born in Glandortf, province of Hanevr, on Sep- 
tember 25, 1825, died on his farm home in this county on December 16, 
1908. Tle came to this country alone, when a young man, and first located 
in! Cimemmati! where lie worked at’ the cooper trade for three years. He 
then came to Glandorf, this county, where he had friends, and where he met 
and married Bertha Kahle, a native of this county. Immediately after mar- 
riage they settled on a farm where they passed the remainder of their lives, 
having spent many years in the proper rearing of their fanuly and their 
endeavors to accumulate a modest amount of this world’s goods. They 
lived industrious and consistent lives and were well-respected by all who 
knew them. 

Ik<dward Bernard Stechschulte is one of a family of nine children, the 
others being: Catherine, Henry, Lewis, George, Delia, Hugo, Oscar and 
Rudolph. When a boy he attended the common schools of his home district, 
and from earhest boyhood was trained by his father in the practical work 
about the farm home. Tle remained under the parental roof until the time 
of his marriage, in his twenty-fifth year. TTe was joined in wedlock on 
October 27, 1910, to Miss Elizabeth Tortman, a daughter of Barney and 
Rose (Mermiller) Portman. They took up their residence on the farm which 
they have since made their home. This is located in Greensburg township 
and consists of eighty-eight acres, all in an excellent state of cultivation. 
Since making his home on the-farm in question, Edward Stechschulte has 
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greatly remodeled the residence, has built barns and other out-buildings and 
generally improved the place, until it 1s at the present time one of the most 
up-to-date homes in the community. He engages in general farming and, 
in addition, gives considerable attention to the raising of cattle and hogs 
for the market. Ile is of large and strong physique, an excellent specimen 
of manhood, and possessed of high ambition and tireless energy: These 
excellent characteristics are making for him an enviable reputation among 
those who know him. 

IXdward Stechschulte’s wife ([hzabeth I‘ortman) was a daughter of 
Barney and kose (tlermuiller) Fortman, the former being the son of Anthony 
Kortman and’ wite, and’ was borm om his father's farm’ ‘near''Ottaaa, > thrs 
county, where he remained on the tamily homestead until the time of his 
marriage. He was one of a family of seven children, the oldest two being 
sons named Anthony, both of whom died in early childhood, the remaining 
members of the family being: Gertrude, ‘Theodore, Bernadina, Anna and 
Barney. Rose Hernuller, mother of Idward’s wife, was born in’ Boston, 
Massachusetts, and was brought to Putnam county by her parents when a 
little child of three years. Tler parents were Barney and Bernadina Her- 
miller, both natives of Germany. After coming to this county, they settled 
on a farm in Greensburg township, where they lived for a number of years 
and where his death occurred. She then took up her residence in Glandort, 
where she passed her remaining days. They were the parents of eight chil- 
dren, Louisa, Sophia, Rose, Mary, William, Henry, Frank and Minnie. 

After their marriage, Barney Iortman and wife moved to the farm on 
Which they still live in Putnam county. Their family consists of the follow- 
ing children; Barney, Dina, Mary, Ignatius, Joseph, Elizabeth, subject's 
wife; William and Frank. Mr. Fortman’s present farm consists of eighty 
acres, but his holdings, formerly, were much larger, as he divided two hun- 
dred and, forty acres among his sons at the time of their marriage. Mr. 
ltortman has practically retired from the more active duties of life, having 
spent many years in hard labor and having won a competency which enables 
him to pass his remaining years in quiet retirement if he so chooses. 

Our subject votes the Democratic ticket and both he and his wife 
are communicants of the Roman Catholic church. They now attend St. 
Michaels at Miller City, but formerly were of St. John’s at Glandorf. 
IkKdward Stechsehulte and wife are both held in high esteem by a large circle 
of friends and acquaintances. She isea charming young matron, full of 
appreciation and sympathy for all her husband's undertakings. There are 
no children. 
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PRANK REEMAN, Jak. 


The biographer here presents a short sketch of the career of one of the 
younger agriculturists of Greensburg township, Putnam county, and a mem- 
ber of one of the old families of this section. The Rieman family first came 
here in pioneer times and the name has ever stood for all that is best. 

frank Rieman, Jr., the immediate subject of our sketch, 1s a son of 
l'rank, Sr., and Mary (Iarhoff) Kieman, and first saw the hght of day on 
the family homestead°in Greensburg township, on November 14, 1871. 
I‘rank’s father is also a native of this county, having been born in Ottawa 
township, of parents who were natives of the German [¢mpire, and the same 
is true of his mother, who was Mary, daughter of Henry and Adelaide 
Kerhoff. 

When a boy, Frank Kieman attended the common schools of Greens- 
burg township and assisted the father in the work about the farm, remain- 
ing under the parental roof for a year and a half after his marriage. This 
ceremony was solemnized on October 17, 1900, 1n St. John’s church, Glan- 
dorf, his bride being Muss Helena Itdelbrock, a daughter of \William and 
Mary (Herlage) [delbrcock. Walham Iedelbrock was born in Germany and 
came to this country with his parents where they settled on a farm in Greens- 
burg township, the parents living here until death. William Itdelbrock at- 
tended school in this county and worked at farming during his early youth. 
He was one of the following children of his parents: William, Andrew, 
Henry, Charles, Christina, William (father of Irank’s wife) was married 

St. John’s church at Glandorf. She was a native of this county, having 
been born in Glandorf, where she grew to maturity and was married, after 
which they located on a farm of one hundred and twenty acres where they 
passed. the remainder of their lives, . Their children-were: .Mary, Minnie, 
Ilelena, wite of our subject; Amelia, deceased; Frank and Edward. Minnie 
became the wife of Henry Wurst, who lived near Ottawa, and is now 
widowed. She had five children, one of whom has passed away. She be- 
lone to Sts. Peter and Paul’s Catholic church at Ottawa. [rank married Ida 
Doepker, who has died and since which time he has resided in Glandorf. 
This family are members of St. John’s church at Glandorf. 

When Frank Rieman and wife decided to go to themselves, they took 
up their residence on a farm adjoining the homestead, which farm contained 
one hundred and three acres and was owned by his father. “Phis land he has 


since purchased and in addition has bought twenty-six acres adjoining, from 


Ignatius Kahle. Mr. Rieman carries on general farming and also raises con- 
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siderable cattle, however, having no particular breed. He takes pride in 
having good horses and many good animals have come from his. stables. 
Since taking up his-home on this farm, he has remodeled the buildings and 
all are in good shape and well adapted for the uses to which he puts them. 

rank and Ida (Doepker) Rieman are the parents of four children: 
Alfred, born on April 7, 1902; Linus, born on September 9g, 1906 ; Edward, 
died on January 26, 1915, and Cornelia, born on November 19, 1914. Mr. 
Rieman’s religious membership 1s with St. John’s Catholic church at Glan- 
dorf, and in politics he espouses the cause of the Democratic party. He is a 
man of marked domestic traits, devoted to his family and their best interests. 
She is an amiable woman, a devoted mother and a loyal and helpful helpmate. 


hRANK Ws DOEPICER: 


One of the well-known and interesting citizens of Greensburg township, 
Putnam county, Ohio, is the man whose name forms the caption of this 
article. Mr. Doepker 1s a native of Germany, born in the Province of Han- 
over on lebruary 29, 1841, a son. of Henry and Maria Doepker. The father 
was a poultry dealer and farmer and in comfortable circumstances. There 
were nine children in the family, our immediate subject being the youngest. 
The others were: Theresa, Agnes, Louise, Joseph, Henry, Ignatius, William 
and Philp. Henry emigrated to America, locating in Ohio, and at the be- 
ginning of the Civil War, enlisted with an Ohio regiment and went to the 
front. Ile became sick while in service and died somewhere in the South. 
Joseph ts still living at Akron, this state, and Louise came to this county and 
is now the wife of Tlenry Rayman, living in Ottoville. 

I'rank \W. Doepker was twenty-eight years of age before he embarked 
for America. He landed in New York, where he remained for a short time, 
working in a factory. [le then came to Toledo, this state, and later to Put- 
nam county, where he worked for his brother, Joseph, in a saw-mill. Tle, 
however, remained there only six months and then became a laborer. for 
bricklayers in this county. Ile, eventually, learned that trade and worked at 
it for many years. Tle was married in Germany previous to emigrating to 
this country. “Phis was in 1867, and about two months after marriage, the 
young couple started out for the “land of the free.” Twenty-five years ago: 
he purchased the farm where he still resides and there the nine children were 


raised. Frank married Katrina Ginther and resides in) Chicago; Minnie 
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married Henry Kohls and had three children, two of whom died. Mrs. 
Kohls died some time ago, when Mr. Kohls chose as his second wife his 
first wife's sister, Mary; they now reside in Ottawa, and have one child. 
Anna is unmarried and keeps the home for the father; Josephine became the 
wife of John Yauch, and they reside in Middletown, this state; [Elizabeth 
married Joseph Tomlinson and lives in Dayton; Gustav died when a baby 
-of but one year; Lena married Alva Cox and lives in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and 
Wilham chose Lavina Seimetz as his life companion and they reside on a 
farm in Greensburg township, this county. I*rank’s wife passed away on 
July 24, 1893. 

Two years ago, in 1913, Mr. Doepker, in company with his friend, 
Harry Landwehr, of Glandorf, this county, made a journey back to the 
lfatherland, remaining there for two months. They visited scenes of Frank’s 
childhood days and traveled extensively throughout the Empire, sightseeing 
and enjoying many sights of which he had merely heard when a young man 
and living there. 

Itrank W. Doepker’s farm contains seventy-eight acres and he carries 
on general farming. He has erected all the buildings on the place and made 
all the improvements. He is a Democrat and at one time served as assessor 
of the township. Fle is a communicant of the Roman Catholic church, being 
of the parish at Miller City. Mr. Doepker is a genial and friendly man who 
has a host of friends and is much liked and admired by all who know him, 
for his sterling qualities of heart and mind. 


JOSEPH HENRY KAHLE. 


sy the marriage, in the year 1900, of Joseph Henry Kahle to Wilhel- 
nuna Smith, there was effected a happy union of two of the oldest families 
in Putnam county, and it is but fitting that there should be presented in 
this valuable volume of biographical narrative relating to the prominent 
families of this county a brief sketch of the head of the new household that 
was then created. 

Joseph Tlenry Kahle was born on a farm in Greensburg township, Put- 
nam county, Ohio, January 18, 1874, the son of Frank WKahle, a member of 
one of the oldest and best-known families in Putnam county, the genealogy 
of which will be found set out-in a biographical sketch of Frank Wahle, 
father of the immediate subject of this sketch, presented elsewhere in this 
volume. 
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Joseph Henry Kahle was educated in the schools of his native town- 
ship and grew to manhood on the paternal farm, being carefully instructed 
in all the details of farming life, and there he remained until his marriage, 
in the year 1900, after which he moved on a farm of eighty acres, which 
he had purchased in section 17 of Union township, where he has since made 
his home. This original eighty acres was a part of the old Kahle farm, 
and Mr. Kahle later added to the same a tract of one hundred and eighty- 
two acres adjoining, eighty acres of which lies in-Greensburg township. 
This farm is noted far and near for the excellent character of its build- 
ings, there being eight in all upon it, all of the most substantial structure, 
from the splendid dwelling house to the humblest outbuilding, and all of 
which are designed for the greatest convenience and comfort. Mr. Kahle 
believes in taking proper care of his domestic animals, and the buildings 
erected for them have left nothing to be desired for the most humane treat- 
ment of his stock. 

In addition to his considerable operations in the line of general farm- 
ing and stock raising, Mr. Kahle has become a potent figure in the business 
life of his community, and is reckoned as among the leading men in that sec- 
tion of the county in all things pertaining to the highest development of 
the community interest. He is the president of the Peoples Bank at Kalida, 
and is well known and popular among the business men in all parts of the 
county. ‘There are few public enterprises, affecting his immediate neigh- 
borhood, in which Mr. Ikahle is not in some manner interested, and his in- 
fluence in the affairs of that section of the county is growing constantly. 

Joseph Henry Kahle was united in marriage, on November 7, 1900, 
to Wilhelmina Smith, daughter of the late L. Jacob Smith, who, for many 
years, was one of the best loved and most influential men in that part of the 
county. ‘or further details of the genealogy of Mrs. Kahle the reader is 
referred to the biographical sketch of her brother, Frank Smith, presented 
elsewhere in this volume. 

To Joseph Henry and Wilhelmina (Smith) Kahle there have been born 
eight children, as follow: Infant, deceased, born on August 10, I9QOr; 
Frank Jacob, born on August 14, 1902; Joseph Cyrrels, born on July 5, 
1904; Alfred Harry, born on June 5, 1906; Hubert Joseph, born on De- 
cember 30, 1909; Ilorentine Mary, born on July 27, tg11; Cletus Arnold, 
born on March 31, 1913, and August Robert Victor, born on April 24, 191s. 
This pronusing quiverful of youngsters keep things lively about the Kahle 
home and are the great delight of their devoted parents’ lives. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Kahle are members of St. Michael’s Catholic church at 
Kalida, and their children are being reared in the firm faith of the church, 
to which institution they are devoted and are earnest and active supporters 
of its various beneficences, their service to the parish being as unselfish as 
it is generous. In all the other good works of the community they-are also 
deeply interested, and no couple in that part of the county is more popular 
or more highly esteemed than are Mr. and Mrs. Kahle. 

Mr. Kahle is a man of the most engaging personality, wholesome and 
genial in his demeanor and popular with all. He is a good farmer and an 
excellent business man, and is doing well his part in the community. 


JOSIE PRL JIN ER, 


The true measure of individual success is determined by what one has 
accomplished. An enumeration of those men of the present generation who 
have been successful in their hfe work and who, at the same time, have 
left the impress of their strong personality upon the community, men who 
have won honor and recognition for themselves and who have conferred 
honor upon the locality in which they reside, would be incomplete with a 
failure to make specific mention of Joseph Kerner, a well-known retired 
farmer of Greensburg township. His life has been a busy one, but he has 
never allowed anything to interfere with his Christian obligations or the 
faithful performance of his church duties. Mr. Kerner has lived to rear a 
large family which is highly esteemed and respected throughout all Putnam 
county. 

Joseph Kerner was born on September 24, 1848, in Greensburg town- 
ship, Putnam county, Ohio. He is the son of Mathias and [¢lizabeth Kerner. 
Mathias Iterner was born in Germany, and his wife was born in Pennsyl- 
vania. The former came to America and settled in Putnam county early 
in life, but prior to arriving in Putnam county he spent three years in South 
Carolina. His wife came to Putnam county from Pennsylvania after the 
death of her parents. She met and married Mathias Kerner and they moved 
to the farm where Joseph Kerner now lives. They acquired a substantial 
competency and lived upon this farm during practically their entire life. 

Joseph Kerner, the subject of this sketch, was reared on his father’s 
farm and attended the public schools in Putnam county. Mr. Kerner was 
married on November 6, 1872, to Mary Schactfer. She was born on Novem- 
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ber 18, 1853, and is the daughter of Henry and Agnes (Hoffman) Schaeffer. 
Both her parents were born in Germany, and were there marricd. ‘Three 
days after their marriage, Henry and Agnes Schaeffer came to America, 
and settled in Brooklyn, New York, where they remained for some time. 
Subsequently, they removed to West Virginia, and, eventually, came to 
Glandorf, Putnam county, Ohio, where Mr. Schaeffer followed the black- 
smith trade, which he had learned in his native country. They lived in 
Putnam county for many years and reared a fanuly of four children, John 
was born/in 1856, Clara was born in 1859, Mary became the wife of Mr. 
IXerner, and Clara, deceased, married Barney Wolaff. John was thrice mar- 
ried, the first time to Theresa Schrader, the second to Katrina Recker, and 
the third time to Caroline Lemkuhle. After their marriage, Joseph Kerner 
and wife moved to Mr. Kerner’s farm in section 22, Greensburg township, 
and here they have spent practically their entire life. 

Joseph Kerner and wife are the parents ot the following children: 
Mathias, born on April 6,°1874; Elizabeth, born on December 6, 1875; 
Carolina, born on November 9, 1877, and died on October 21, 1881; Amalia 
was born on November 22, 1879; Katrina was born on January 26, 1882; 
Mary T. was born on December 8, 1884; Mary Ann was born on April 26, 
1887; John Fdward was born on November 3, 1889; Rosa was born on 
October 20, 1892. Itlizabeth Ikerner married Barney Merschman, and they 
have the following children: Philomena, Idward, Clara, Frank, Bernard 
and two who died in infancy. Their home is in Ottawa. Amalia married 
John Kolhoftf, and they live near Alma, Michigan. They have four chil- 
dren, Wilfred, Alvine, Cletus and Collette. Iatrina married Barney Gerd- 
ing and they have six children, Clarence, Louis, Adelia, Edwin, Marcella 
and Ambrose. Mary T. married John Siebeneck and they have two children 
living, Mary and Jtdward. Tour children are deceased. Mary Ann mar- 
ried Chris Marmon and they have four children, Hubbard, Loretta, Leo and 
Sylvester. I&dward married Anna Rieman and they have one child, Mar- 
cella. Mathias married Mary Merschman and they live on the farm adjoin- 
ing that of Mr. IKerner. They have five children, Eleanore, Marry, Loretta, 
Iemma and Victor. Rosa is unmarried and lives at home. 

Joseph Kerner is an active man for his advanced vears and can do a 
day’s work as well as the average man of younger years. Ile has a splendid 
farm of eighty acres which is devoted to general farming. Tle and his wife 
are proud of their many grandchildren and are a happy couple. — Mrs. 
Kerner is a very active woman, of motherly disposition. The Kerner family 
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has been very highly esteemed in Putnam county for several generations. 
All the members of this family are affiliated with the Catholic church, and 
politically, most of the Kerners are Democrats. 


JOFN B.rsDpELBEROCK: 


John B. Idelbrock, to a short sketch of whose career the attention of 
the reader is directed, was born on the farm where he now lives on May 11, 
1871, being a son of Henry and Theresa Idelbrock. 

Mr. I:delbrock is a descendant of some of the oldest pioneers of this 
section, being a grandson of Peter and Anna M. [delbrock, who were 
natives of Prussia, Germany, and were married in that country about 1823 
and remained in Germany until about 1834, when they emigrated to 
America, landing at Baltimore. ‘hey remained here for a short time, then 
came and joined l'ather Horstman’s colony of German settlers in Glandorf; 
Putnam county, and after a short time settled on a farm near Glandorf, 
where they ved until death. He died in 1844, and his wife in 1864. They 
located on a farm in Greensburg township, containing eighty acres. This 
was government land which they secured and virgin soil. They lived the 
lite of the pioneers to the day when they could see their farm developed 
into a clean and productive piece of land. Their children were, I*rank, \WWill- 
iam, Andrew, Henry, father of our immediate subject; Clara and Christina, 
Charles, ISdward and Theodore, all of whom are now deceased. — ltrank 
and Wilham served in the same Ohio regiment during the Civil War, and 
Irank was killed during a battle. They served in the Thirty-seventh Regi- 
ment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

Henry Idelbrock received his education in the district schools near his 
home, and also at Glandorf. During his young manhood he worked on his 
father’s farm and, in 1857, was united in marriage to Theresa Siebeneck 
and, after their marriage, they went to live on the farm which 1s now occu- 
pied by the subject. Theresa was the daughter of Plenry and Mary Sie- 
beneck, also of the Province of Tlanover, Germany, and members of the 
same colony above referred to. They took up a tract of government land, 
containing forty acres, and there they lived until the end of their lives. 
There were two daughters in the family, the other being Mary, who became 
the wife of Barney [Herbrock and lives in Glandorf. She is widowed, her 
husband having been dead for some time. Both Tlenry and Theresa [del- 








| ee an amet r 






















noitewerg tries vol (Onios! orsalall all 
ie aloes silottis oily sive Polwiliihes 9 . ; k viet if to eri 


AO cas Mat ahd DO sialboauciet Bu j a 1 Sa eyont vol oils jo peony Wl 





Ke} pointe ate a ea " ¥ 
j Me a bai 1 (co net 
la WEES re uae teg N nce 


aponla. i: acta AsO 


Q aoiiaotis alt 299159 oaotlyy ui pale yan. & Ot doo a hehe 
11 yell ay eovil wert, ofl saacie cothoott ao ried asw ybetostb  tabset wat i 
| doonlabel wend TY bis mek) bo nee 6 ‘edibd ane 

it to. argarioig teablo. ots lo-emoe bo inebrsccb » at dboordlobi) aN 
reek arlyr Aoordlabel AM. sain. bas myst to mucbnetg 6 yrisd AOT IGE © 
eed jwods vrimmues: tal al beta giaw bon: eager) eieanyh To evesin” 
1 bessagiens.. oom, sie hE St anos 11h qwiseeD ne benisnar bas 
eg {orn Hustle Bw sted ronson, worl | monrisinth 46 -getibeusl sobre Ay | 
Hobagh ey erolfive mesg) jo ynwlare ‘ctl int qothisl bostio} Lins artis.’ 
jrolggh) ‘wom frig 6 wo bolioz pein trode 6 whe bas eres) resend” 
ee toe G gat. adie ae bi ape nbd ob. sligely litem bovil: youl argihy 
iad eee, yatlgie gninininos pleat aysclanegti at tm? a no betgsab 
wl hbovil yd t. .hog olgiiy, brig bowcye wort dotilw bast inemirisvog aN oon 
wopatoved: drtet tid soe bio yor nodW Ysb oft ot wrggtolg: ol? to oft. 
AWW. alas) oreu nprblaky, veil T al ke soare avivonbor: hes inaty wom” 
revert) bee wil) piosidve oosi bonito to nied weil) waaay ‘tie 
Jagr) .boanssob. wom ats modu do ts jstobasdT ben brewh ot data 
brs, Kv ivi. ont getimh isariige oi singe dst ai bovase omilliVE tine 
‘go/] dinevae-aid Todt mt bovis qad'l. shited » gnitah belli eov onier*t 
eS eRe uieiny ae series al vetnuloY oilO” dase 

ait! twan eloodoe torneib olf mt hoi oubs eid bevieovr dvondlabil yaad | 
ait wo bahow of boormtam ignwoy aid grits { JHobrsld ie oels bas’ stron ‘ 
dosradgie sesval lt of agetriaet ai boting aw .adl fi: bevs ocreve? @ “toda? 
nooo, “won et oir siest ait no evil of Inew yodd. ashen vier) voit (bie: 
2 old lain yinel Ll. bo TalchaneD! aah) aaw wear Ts cdoopdna ony yal big i 
oft Yo eaodmen bis. eroneneyay. aavonsth, Jo yonttvorl att we ale Avon 
bast sraanaavog to st) 2 dg Hovey yw Ba a iio oro soley Ce 
eovil tigdt Yo bee ont tian bavil:. moult otodt bis aoroe yor ‘yatodeanies Ne 
onmgaat ore eM, gitiod qatlio, od, oon oh i novia Owl sow Lee: 
yotl bowobhy 2 ale Jnobaghd ini, aovil orn) a antroHit 4 ai Bit Fo 
Ayb3l nenodT bas yinell oi aun atnsoe. nat beob wo mene § bude 








PUTNAM: COUNTY;;OHIO. 709 


brock have passed from this life, but they leave behind them the memory of 
thrifty, honest lives, and both were of so genuinely fricndly natures that 
they were much liked and esteemed by a large circle of friends and 
acquaintances. 

John b. Itdelbrock is one of a family of eight children, namely: lrank, 
William, Mary, Kate, John, Joseph, Benjamin and Minnie. lrank is in 
Central America. William married Theresa Huester and lives in Greens- 
burg township. He is the father of three children, [lulda, Louis and [Inora. 
Mary became the wife of Henry Tipp, of Glandorf, and is the mother of 
two children, Charles and August. IXate is Mrs. brank I¢rhart, of Greens- 
burg township, and is the mother of six children, Laura, Ilora, Benjamin, 
Harry, Ikdna and Minnie; both boys, however, being deceased. Benjamin 
married [*Inora Kacht and lives in Greensburg township. tle has four chil- 
dren, Velma, Clarence, Raymond ‘and Mabel. | John, Joseph and Minnie 
remain unmarried. The father of this family died i 1go07 and the mother 
passed away in Igr2. 

John B. [delbrock, with his sister, Minmie, lives on the old homestead. 
This farm contains one hundred and twenty acres, all under cultivation, 
with good buildings. They are accounted among the good and substantial 
people of the community and are much liked. Both are members of St. 
John’s, Glandorf, the entire family being communicants of the Roman Cath- 
ohie church. The Idelbrock family from the very earliest arrival in this 
country have been, and are today, among that substantial class of Germans 
who have done much for Putnam county and its material prosperity. 


LEWISeSIMON, 


One of the influential citizens of Putnam county, Ohio, is Lewis Simon, 
who, for many years, has been a well-known farmer in Greensburg township. 
Ile is aman of excellent endowments and upright character and has been a 
valued factor in local affairs. Mr. Simon has long commanded the unequi- 
vocal confidence and esteem of the people of Putnam county, ble has been 
loyal to the upbuilding of tis community and ever vigilant in his efforts to 
promote the interests of his county, morally and otherwise. Although Mr. 
Simon is enfeebled and is no longer able to work, as he formerly did, he is 
possessed of a remarkable memory and is, personally, famuliar with the most 


interesting details of the entire growth of this section of Putnam county. 
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Lewis Simon was born on April 24, 1838, in Putnam county. He is the 
son of John Ve and Savilla (Genshimer) Simon, the former of whom was 
born in Kintingheim, Germany, on the Kkhine, and the latter of whom was 
also born in Germany, in 1812. 

John P. and Savilla (Genshimer) Simon had several children, as follow: 
John, a farmer near Dupont, Olio, who was born m Germany; Catherine and 
Philip have long been deceased; Lewis, the subject of this sketch; Jacob, who 
died in childhood; Barbara, who became the wife of Michael Rinkle, of Du- 
pont; Louisa, deceased; Sophia married the Kev. Philip Kesler, of Dupont; 
Mrs. A. L. Hauck; of Ottawa; Anna, who became the wife of W. J. Varner, 
of Greensburg township; Savilla, who married J. W. Parnell, of Greens- 
burg township; Elizabeth, deceased, and John Adam, who died at the age 
of ten years. 

After their marriage, John P. and Savilla (Genshimer) Simon, came to 
the United States, locating in Philadelphia. Subsequently, they located in 
Richland county, Ohio, where they were pioneers. ‘They located in Putnam 
county, Ohio, in 1836. John P. purchased a tract of wild land, upon which 
he lived until 1863. During all of this period he was closely identified with 
the pioneer history of the county. He became a general merchant at Ottawa, 
in 1863, and was successful. [le was a member of the Masonic fraternity at 
Defiance and afterward became a charter member of the lodge at Kalida. 
Tie was a commissioned officer in the state militia and stood high in Putnam 
county as one of the leading exponents of law and order. Before the Civil 
War, he was identified with the Democratic party, but after that, was inde- 
pendent in politics. Ee was prominent in politics, locally, and filled many 
offices. He died on April 29, 1888, at which time he was a member of the 
Presbyterian church. John P. Simon’s first wife, Savilla Genshimer, the 
mother of all of his children except John Adam, died in 1856. Later he 
married Mrs. Margaret M. Landis, who bore him one son, John Adam, in 
1859. Hus third wife was Mrs. Margaret Hedges, who died on March 25, 
1895. 

Lewis Simon, the son of John P. and Savilla (Genshimer) Simon, was 
reared on the farm and obtained his education in the log school house, 
typical of his day and generation. Lewis Simon was first married on April 
13, 1861, to Barbara M. Dangler, daughter of George andl Fannie (ender) 
Dangler. [our children were born to this marriage, Anna married fT. J. 
Kirkendall; Veronica married George Ridenour; John A. lived to be forty- 
five years of age, and Barbara died in infancy. Mrs. Barbara M. (Dangler) 
Simon died on May 11, 1868. Mr. Simon was next married to Jennie Apger 
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on March 13, 1870. She was a daughter of John R. and Elizabeth Apger, 
and a native of Carroll county, Olio, born on lebruary to, 1874. ‘Vo this 
second marriage seven children were born, Mary L. died on October 31, 
1876; Charles E., married Carrie Shafer, and lives in Greensburg township, 
Putnam county, Ohio, and they have six children, Paul, Helen, Mary, 
George, Margaret and Ruth Anna; Chester L. was first married to Maud 
Jenkins, daughter of David Jenkins and wife, and had three children by this 
marriage, Edna, Gale and Lowell; he was married a second time to Carrie 
Holbgewoks, daughter of John Holbgewoks, of Putnam county, and lives in 
Palmer township, Putnam county; Ora A. married P. D. Russell, son of John 
P. and Carolina Russell, of [uka, Hlinois, and they have one child, Jennie; 
Lewis W., Jr., married Grace Keck, daughter of Levi and Lucy Keck, of 
Continental, Ohio; Lewis W., Jr., died in 1911; he was survived by his wife 
and three children, Edna, Robert and Howard, the widow and children now 
living in McBride, Michigan; Blanche married Ralph Schaefer, son of John 
and Ruth Schaefer; they live in Perry township, Putnam county, and have 
two children, Geraldine and Howard; Ralph B., the youngest living child, 
was born on September 15, 1887. He attended the common schools of Put- 
nam county, and also attended the Continental high school. After that he 
entered the Ohio State University and took the degree of Bachelor of 
Science. Raph B. Simon was a student from 1908 to 1912. During his 
college life, he was a director of the glee club. He married Rowena Kuntz 
on May 22, 1913, and makes his home at his father’s farm. His wife’s par- 
ents were natives of Putnam county and were farmers. Her father died in 
IQI2. 

Lewis Simon is a man of remarkable memory. He has led an active 
life and chafes at the thought of enforced idleness on account of his sickness. 
His farm consists of one hundred and fifty-five acres of splendid land, where 
general farming is carried on. Ralph B., who has active charge of the farm, 
also specializes in stock raising. The buildings on the farm are models of 
completeness. ‘he farm is one of the best in Putnam county. The barn 
especially is not excelled in Putnam county for size, substantiality and con- 
venience. Mr. Simon is a member of Masonic Lodge No. 325, at Ottawa. 
Until recent years he has been active in the United Brethren church and an 
active Sunday school worker, Lately, he has been identified with the Prohibi- 
tion party. Tle has filled the office of justice of the peace of Greensburg 
township in a most satisfactory manner. 

Mrs. Lewis Simon is an active woman of cheerful disposition. She 
has heen a great inspiration to her husband. TTer father, John R. Apger, 
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was born in New Jersey, in 1816, and was a son of Isaac Apger, also a native 
of New Jersey and of Iénglish descent. Isaac Apger was one of the pioneer 
farmers of Carroll county, Ohio, and moved to Wood county in 1847, when 
that county was unbroken wilderness. John Kk. Apger, Mrs. Simon’s father, 
was educated in New Jersey and reared as a farmer. Tle learned the shoe- 
maker's trade and worked at it occasionally. [le married Itlizabeth Atchley, 
in 1837. She was a daughter of Isaac and Anna (Van Horn) Atchley, 
natives of New Jersey, but who later resided in New York. To this marriage 
the following children were born: Mary C.; Mrs. Lewis Simon; Marion M.; 
Isaac N., deceased; Anderson S., who was a soldier in the Civil War; Alletty 
A., deceased, and Lizzie, also deceased. Mrs. I¢lizabeth Apger was born in 
New Jersey in 1812 and moved with her parents to New York before her 
marriage. Mr. Apger settled in Carroll county in 1865, farming there for 
ten years. Ite then moved to Wood county, Ohio, and entered a tract of 
land, clearing the land and teaching school in the meantime. [lis first wife 
diel on March 25, 1865. She was a member of the Methodist I¢piscopal 
church. Mr. Apger was next married in Wood county, in 1866, to Mrs. 
Matilda Wyckoff, and four children were born to this marriage, Benton, 
I¢arl J., Cloise and Blanche. Mr. Apger was a Democrat in politics. He 
died on May 12, 1882. He was also a member of the Methodist I¢piscopal 
church. 


GEORGE D. KINDER. 


There 1s no agency which exerts a more powerful influence upon the 
nation today than the press, and the editor who keeps in close touch with 
the progress of the times and faithfully records the news from day to day, 
is performing a nission of inestimable value. Ohio has several hundred 
newspapers, and there is not a county but has its local papers, usually both 
of the leading political parties being represented thereby. Putnam county 
Democracy has supported the Putnam County Sentinel for nearly three- 
quarters of a century, and the paper, during all of these years has stood not 
only for the principles of the party, but has also taken an active part in the 
advancement of every measure which has been proposed for the general 
welfare of the county. 

lor nearly half a century George 1). Kinder has been connected in one 
capacity or another with the Sentinel, and lis record as a newspaper man 


is such that he rightly ranks with the leaders of the profession in the state 
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of Ohio. Starting in to learn the business when a mere youth, he has made 
it his life work, and the success which has attended lis efforts is ample evi- 
dence of his ability. As a newspaper editor, as a county official, as a mem- 
ber of the school board of Ottawa, as a successful business man, as a pub- 
lic-spirited citizen and as a man devoted to his home and family, George D. 
Kinder may justly be included among the truly representative men of his 
county and state. 

George D. Kinder was born in Franklin, Warren county, Ohio, Novemz- 
ber 6, 1836, a son of Captain George and I*liza (Schnorf) Kinder. On the 
paternal side he traces his ancestry back to the burghers of Holland, and the 
Dutch characteristics of thrift and conscientious devotion to duty have been 
handed down through each succeeding generation. After receiving a good 
common school education, the youthful George entered the printing office 
of his;brotheswhen he. was tiiteen, years..of age. . His brother, at.that time, 
was the owner and editor of the Hamilton Telegraph, one of the leading 
papers of that city. He served as an apprentice for a few years and learned 
all the little details which go to make a successful newspaper man. He then 
worked as a journeyman printer until 1862, when he went to Sandusky, 
Ohio, and established the Erie County News, a Democratic weekly, which 
he published until 1864. He then moved his newspaper plant to Port Clin- 
ton, Ohio, and founded the Ottawa County News. He continued this paper 
for only a short time and then disposed of it to advantage and purchased 
the Greenville (Ohio) Democrat. This paper was not very prosperous when 
Mr. Kinder took charge of it, but, under his able management, it was soon 
put on a paying basis. I*or two years he remained in Greenville at the head 
of the paper and then disposed of it at a handsome profit. His next ven- 
ture was with the Bucyrus Foriwn, which he managed and edited for Thomas 
Coughlin until the summer of 1867. 

Mr. Kinder came to Ottawa, Ohio, in June, 1867, and purchased an 
interest in the Putnam County Sentinel, becoming the editor and general 
manager of the paper. A year later he became the sole owner of the paper, 
retaining the ownership until in January, 1900, A complete history of this 
paper is given in the newspaper chapter elsewhere in this volume. During 
his long connection with the paper Mr. Ninder made it one of the leading 
Democratic papers of this section of the state. While he was always a 
fearless advocate of the principles and policies of his party, he was always 
fair to his political opponents and won their respect if he did not secure 
their favor. As long as he was connected with the paper he refused to 
become a candidate for public office, although he was frequently importuned 
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to do so by his many friends. It is safe to say that, for a quarter of a cen- 
tury, he was the leader of his party, not only in local matters, but also for 
many years one of the men who helped to shape the policies of his party in 
state affairs. Serving frequently on congressional and state committees, he 
was thrown in touch with the leaders of his party in the state, and was thus 
given an opportunity to be of benefit to the party whose cause he so ably 
espoused. 

After retiring from the Sentinel in 1900, Mr. Kinder became a candi- 
date for county treasurer and was elected, in the fall of the same year, by a 
handsome majority. flis first term gave such universal satisfaction that 
he was renominated by his party and again elected, filling the office for a 
period of four years. He introduced many needed reforms in the admin- 
istration of the duties connected with the office and had the satisfaction of 
knowing that his changes in the conduct of the office have been followed 
by his successors. After-leaving~the-treasurer’s office, Mr. Kinder. was 
elected a member of the board of public affairs, and has been re-elected 
every two years since the passage of the law creating the office. His present 
term expires in January, 1916. The only other public office which he has 
held was that of school director, filling a position on the board of Ottawa 
for five years. 

When Mr. Kinder retired from the newspaper business, in 1900, he 
never expected to identify himself with a paper again, but the call of the 
press could not be denied. Immediately after leaving the treasurer’s office 
he found himself unable to keep away from the Sentinel office, and few 
days went by which did not see him at his old desk. Fle assumed complete 
editorial management of the Sentinel in 1911, and continued in this capacity 
Wit To1s, Wiel Av. candles became the eumor. since that tine Mr. 
Kinder has devoted himself to the local department of the paper, and the 
chances are that he will retain his connection with the paper as long as he 
is able to get to the office. lor considerably more than half a century Mr. 
Kinder has been in the newspaper business, and it is probable that there is 
not a man in the state who can equal his record for continuous service. 

Mr. Kinder was married in February, r869, to Zella Gordon, and to 
this union have been born two children, Gordon and Zella. Gordon was 
educated in the Ottawa schools and later graduated from the law depart- 
ment of Ohio State University. Tle married Charlotte Duncan and has two 
interesting little children. He is now practicing law in Martins Ferry, 
Ohio. Zella, the other child of Mr. and Mrs. Kinder, is the wife of J. C. 
Spencer, a real estate and insurance agent of Findlay, Ohio. 
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Mr. Kinder has been a director of the Ottawa Home and Savings As- 
sociation for many years and has extensive property interests in his home 
town. As a newspaper man he has been unusually successful in a financial 
way, and has always invested his money in local enterprises. In his social 
connections, Mr. Kinder is a member of the Masonic fraternity, holding his 
membership in the blue lodge, chapter and council at Ottawa, and in Shaw- 
nee commandery at Lima. He is also a member of the Knights of Pythias 
and the Royal Arcanum. 

The publishers were glad to avail themselves of Mr. Kinder’s services 
in the preparation of the present history of Putnam county. His connec- 
tion with the leading newspaper of the county during the past half century 
and his active participation in every phase of the county’s development makes 
him as able an editor as could be secured for a work of this kind. 


FRANK -EsVERHOFE. 


Among the men of sterling worth and strength of character who have 
made an impression upon the life of the locality in which they live, none 
have received a larger reward of popular respect and regard than Irank I, 
Verhoff, whose family name 1s well known throughout this section of the 
county. Lifelong residence in one locality has given the people an oppor- 
tunity to know him in every phase of his character, and that he has been true 
to life in such measure, is manifest in the degree of confidence and regard in 
which he is held by those who know him. 

Irrank I*. Verhoff was born in Glandorf, Putnam county, Ohio, March 
24, 1847, and is the son of Francis and Mary (Kramer) Verhoff. The 
paternal grandparents were born, lived and died in Germany, and the maternal 
grandparents, ‘Vheodore and Gertrude (Veraking) Kramer, were married in 
Germany and resided there many years. Coming to this country when Mr. 
Kramer was about fifty years of age, they settled on a farm in Putnam 
county, Ohio, and to them were born six children, Wilham, [lenry, Catherine, 
Christena, Mary and lrederick, all of whom are now deceased, * excepting 
ason, I’rederick. 

Itrancis Verhoff, father of Frank I’. Verhoff, was born in \Westphalia, 
Prussia, and came to America in the year 1836, by himself, and settled on a 
small tract consisting of twenty-six acres, near the town of Glandorf, Putnam 
county, Olio. Ile, having learned the trade of a blacksmith, bore the reputa- 








BFR | dane erithon? 































eA egnived bas gto Ft awaiiO oft 26 Yotoori 
‘gettod aid ui rennin) yreqorq ovieneh 3 sect (a | 
ieioweintit e ab tsleeosone vellsavasoins wad dirt ott resent 1 r9qaqewon ® eA prs 
om ell Doteowstt eyswis aad bas ew 


foes eid n>. eserneproties igsol ai yanonm 
aid qnitblod .oirrrogett sinoanlt old’ Yo tt wot Be BE: sobeial, Lt anon wetitTO9 


wate aibos ewan te Tganos bates ysigerts wabol ould ott nt qiderediniont | iN 

aniliy Yo eisly gia atl) to soditiontt & oan ai oft ttt. Lite voboginttos soc 

: Ha “one A dayod ort tas 

anivica ean iat VO. won ikon ot baby eter erpdattlig os TP | 
syanrnoe QUT) etenvoo sani To "Croll ¢nseorg gt tor nOneTAqoTy odd ini 
swrutiton Asch dant ooh yeni yheniRDD aut I aqpaqe wont qitibaal othe tlinw soit 
aedlern trotiqgolovab a ydenioy ait to benilq pee he ste stoligqionrng ovitos aid bie 
bial eiuls Yo sow nabs 2 hes nad as house ff) nialdes ee entidl 











nh 





gyal ort sroveanasl. jo. sligaioate. bg dee opis 1982, to ane oth, yer 
onn@rt out youl dots, Gt (iilsoot: art do obi add. 4 modu. noleearqret aR, Shere: 425 
_Polnerl edt bree) bis topmeon aelnGog to binwot jagual 6 bevissm aved Bei 
‘ott to smoioge eivit + dnorguords, ayrowd: liga a staan line? seotly Bork: ue 
ena? siqosg, orth money abel, lilaaal ono: al sanpbiaar ynolotit - agit a, 
git ngod eat ae bar i) bus. sodomrnnads antl jo oz scle sCtove. sui itil word ot pum : 
at baay 29 bei, ‘aoteybilttors to sytyb ol wi dey Limnasy ai, owesge laure. ai ott of 
| | ert yout ow seo yd bbusk ei onl Hoda 4 
onshs ol. ‘apne pale Probus oy rm wiod aay flocs’ . ‘A ohised 
odT . orrg¥  (ranusa?t ae ben aionatt fo, aog edt al, bu “opie (pet 
srrenson bak guatiiien) 1, Ayoil pone bevil rtd aa eimarngdtrsrg nero tag 
ni hora stow wing Caniater 19'7) aby) bas swoboed’l. iaytaghaerg at 
tha mow y Leo, aish) oF gminio). , ABO YG ot9ilt bobieer, bas. neti) 
roel mt ariel 9. eo, bollive yor ane 10 e1I: yin, syodss. anu qorisr Al a 
_ eatrodiad, Quiet feta a Yo darblida nie tr sod ora eral) Of fan rae hae be 
iid someon wou bas. inka me Ms vbivabanth pew, x wit, an 





—* 





his 


ay  ialanetdl, jr nee enw ; Dodsn « a ie 
8 BO, holies, bas. Hound, yal Ru ar OE oalt 

apis dsolanls te: two ova eon 

Dalat yt ven Wimedtoulel a5 1¢ i 





716 PUTNAM COUNTY, OHIO. 


tion of having started the first shop of this kind in Putnam county, the same 
having been operated im connection with the farm) for many years. This 
shop carried a reputation for doing first-class workmanship and furnishing 
high-grade material for the work at hand. 

About the year 1837, francis Verhoff and Mary Kramer were joined in 
wedlock and took up their residence on the former’s farm. ‘lo them were 
born eleven children, Theodore, Gertrude, Christena, Catherine, Mary Ann, 
‘rank, Henry, Wilham, now deceased; Charles, Wilham and. [‘lorentine. 
The father, prior to lis death in 18603, had acquired a full section, consisting 
of six hundred and forty acres of land. \With the assistance of his sons, the 
greater portion of this land was cleared and prepared tor general farming 
and the raising of stock. Mr. Verhoff was one of the pioneer settlers of this 
community, coming here shortly after the founding of the town of Glandorf 
by Professor Horstman, who was a native of Germany. [Francis Verhoff 
and wife were active members of St. John’s Catholic church, of Glandorf, 
Ohio, from which church they were buried during the year 1go1, leaving 
behind them reputations for high-class citizenship and setting a good example 
for posterity to imitate. 

rank I. Verhoff, the subject of this review, received his education in 
the county schools and lived under the parental roof until the time of his 
marriage on April 30, 1873, and up to which time he had acquainted himself 
with the necessary knowledge for farming by assisting his father around the 
place. His wife was Catherine Mersman, whose parents, Henry and [liza- 
beth (Recker) Mersman, were natives of Germany, but who came to this 
country separately. By their marriage, besides Catherine, were born Theresa, 
Ilenry and Mary. Theresa is the wife of Henry Drerup and lives in Ottawa 
township, Putnam county, Ohio; Henry is married to Anna ITulker, and 
now lives in the town of Glandorf, Ohio. 


x 
4 


Soon after the marriage of Frank I*. Verhoff, he, with his wife, took 
up their residence on the one hundred and forty-four acres which was deeded 
to him at the time of the elder Verhoff’s death, being a portion of the six 
hundred and forty acres acquired during his lifetime, all of which was 
divided among the sons. The children born to Frank I*. Verhoff and wife 
are: TFlizabeth, born on January 20, 1875, and deceased on January 4, 1878; 
Anna, born on November 19, 1877; Mary, born on lcbruary 24, 1881, and 
rank, born on March t1, 1884. Of these children, Anna became the wife 
of Frank Kahle and to them were born four children, their mother now being 
deceased; Mary was married to Lawrence [lamel and they have three chil- 
dren, and reside near Kalida, Ohio: Frank married Nora Schoeder and they 
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have three children, the latter family making their home on his father’s 
farm. Besides general farming, a specialty is made of Shorthorn cattle and 
Duroc hogs. [Frank Verhoff’s wife died on March 23, 1884. 

Mr. Verhoff is a stanch supporter of the Democratic party. He is a 
member of St. John’s Catholic church of Glandorf, Ohio. In farming, poli- 
tical and social circles, Mr. Verhoff enjoys a wide acquaintance and is deserv- 
edly popular, possessing, to a marked degree, those qualities of character 
which win and retain friendship. He is quiet, unassuming and very intelli- 
gent. He is retired from active work. 


IWAN dteAslds)%, 3 Ik. 


Although some time has elapsed since the subject of this memoir was 
called into the life beyond, yet his memory 1s still fresh in the minds and 
hearts of many of his friends and neighbors. Itrank Kahle was a popular 
man in his own community and had the reputation of being a man of bound- 
less energy and ambition. It is said that those who live the closest to us 
know us best and, this being true, ‘rank Kahle was indeed a worthy man, 
for those most closely associated with him hold him the dearest in their 
memories. : 

Irrank Kahle, Sr., was a native of this county, born in Greensburg town- 
township on his father’s farm on December 21, 1839. He was a son of 
John I. and Bernadina (Wilberding) Kahle, who were among the oldest 
settlers of this community. The Kahle family has, throughout a long stretch 
of years, been numbered among the best citizens of this section and the sub- 
ject of this memoir added his quota to the excellency of the family name. 
I'rank Kahle was reared on his father’s farm in Greensburg township and 
passed his entire life on the one homestead. In early manhood, he was united 
in marriage to Bernadina Brinkman, born in this county in 1846, a daughter 
of Henry and Mary (Rieman) Brinkman. The Brinkman’s were both na- 
tives of the German I¢mpire, and upon emigrating to America, they first 
located in Cineimnati, Ohio, where, however, they remained but a short time. 
They, eventually, came to Glandorf, Putnam county, and later engaged in 
farming. There were two children in the family, Bernadina, widow of 
Itrank Kahle, and John. John chose Minnie Maag as his helpmeet and they 
were the parents of three children: Trank, Harry and l*rancis. 

rank Kahle’s father was one of the colonists who came from Germany 
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with lather Florstman and settled the town of Glandorf. His father was 
John Kahle, and with Father Horstman, preceded the rest of the colonists, 
who remained in Detroit, and Father Horstman and John Kahle prepared the 
settlement for them and they came from Detroit a short time later. Huis son, 
Joseph, is president of the Peoples Bank of Kalida, a sketch of whom is 
found elsewhere in this volume. | 

To Frank Kahle and wife was born a family of twelve children, as 
follow: Mary Wilhelmina, deceased; John Frank, John Heinrich Joseph, 
John Ignatius Gustav, Mary Bernadina Amalia, Theresa Bernadina, Mary 
Helen [lizabeth, Mary Frances Paulina, deceased; John Heinrich Bernard, 
Anna Maria Theresa, John August Lome, deceased, and Maria Clara Wil- 
helmina. Of these children, Mary married Frank Schrader and lived in 
Greensburg township up to the time of her death. She passed away five 
years ago and is survived by her husband and nine children. John Heinrich 
Joseph married Wilhelmina Snuth and is the father of six children. Mary 
Jernadina Amalia became the wife of Hubert Smith and is the mother of 
eight children. They reside in Greensburg township. ‘Theresa Bernadina 
remains unmarried, and lives with her mother. Mary Helena Elizabeth is 
the wife of frank Smith and 1s the mother of six children. That family lives 
in Union township, this county. John Heinrich Bernard chose Anna 
Schroeder as his wife and lives on the old family homestead; he is the father 
of one child. Anna Maria Theresa married Joseph Grote and has one child. 
Maria Clara Wilhelmina resides with the widowed mother. John Frank mar- 
ried Anna Verhoff, who died later. He is now in the sugar-beet industry. 
There are four children in that family. John Ignatius Gustav married 
Katrina Duling and they reside on a farm in Greensburg township, where 
they are raising a family of six children. 

I'rank Kahle possessed considerable of this world’s goods. His father 
had left him a. goodly portion, but by habits of thrift and energy he greatly 
added to it until he had accumulated quite a fortune. The farm on which 
his widow continues to reside, contains two hundred acres and it has on it the 
finest buildings to be seen in many miles. It easily ranks as one of the very 
finest farms in Putnam county and ranks with the very best threughout this 
state. Mrs. Kahle has kept up her interest in the farm home, and in spite of 
her years, is closely associated with her son, Benjamin, in the active manage- 
ment of the farm. Ter vitality, both mentally and physically, is far beyond 
that of the average woman of lesser years and she is well versed in all that 
pertains to the best interests of their business. The farm is given over to 
the cultivation of grain and the raising of cattle. 
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frank Kahle’s death occurred on Iebruary 23, 1898, and both himself 
and family were of the parish of St. John’s, Glandorf. It 1s all too true. that 
our influence lives, a vital force, long after we are gone from this world. 
This is well when our lives have been all that they should be, and to be 
deplored when evil influences have been set in motion by us, but the children 
of this good man can well be thankful that his life was so lived as to shed 
a beneficent influence on, not only the ones of his immediate household, but 
the charm of his personality permeated the lives of his large circle of friends. 


BENJAMIN EDELBROCK. 


Benjamin Edelbrock, member of the well-known family of that name, 
connected with the early history of Putnam county, Ohio, was born on his. 
father’s farm in Greensburg township on May 20, 1879. He is a son of 
Henry and Theresa (Siebeneck) I¢delbrock, and Henry in his turn is a son 
of Peter Idelbrock, who, together with his wife, came from their native 
home in the Province of Hanover, German I¢mpire, as members of the colony 
headed by l*ather Horstman, which founded the city of Glandorf in this. 
county. This was about the year 1834, and the I¢delbrocks have been prom- 
inent in the life of the county ever since. 

Benjamin [delbrock remained under the parental roof until the time 
of his marriage. When a boy he attended the district schools, near his 
home, and during spare times was educated in the work about the farm 
home. le chose as lis bride Miss I¢Inora Kracht, daughter of rank and 
Theresa Kracht, with whom he was united in marriage on June 23, 1903. 

Itrank IXracht, present county commissioner of Putnam county, was 
born at Cincinnati, Ohio, on December 25, 1851, and six years later was 
brought by his parents to this county, where they located on a farm near 
Glandorf. Ue married Theresa Hoffman, born in Glandorf, on January 
6, 1859, and to their union was born a family of five daughters, namely: 
Amelia, born on August 22, 1878; Theresa J., born on March 18, 1880; 
Laura A., born on November 8, 1881; Elnora, born on April 24, 1883, and 
Caroline, born on January 27, 1886. The mother of this family died on 
August 29, 1886, and Mr. Iracht Jater united in) marriage with Anna 
Neidert, who bore him six children. Ter death occurred on June 12, 1907, 
and he was again married, this time to Catherine Pund. Mr. Kracht was 


for many years a farmer and thresherman and in this way formed a wide 
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acquaintance. Being a man of pleasing manner, when he entered the polit- 
ical arena, his success was an assured thing from the start. Ile has been a 
contractor, has served as clerk of Ottawa township and also as its treasurer, 
and is at present filling out his term as county commissioner. 

Of Mrs. Iédelbrock’s sisters, Amelia married Louis Welde and resides 
in Ottawa. she 1s theymother, of tour children, one beitig dead. Laura 
married Anthony Prusendorfer and 1s now widowed. She makes her home 
in Defiance, this state, where also Caroline, who has never married, resides. 
Theresa married Henry Fembert and lives in Pleasant township, Putnam 
county. 

After marriage, Benjamin I*delbrock and his wife took up their resi- 
dence on the farm where they now live. This contains forty acres, given 
to him by his father at the time of Ins marriage, to which he has added 
another twenty. The land has since been well cleared and drained. All the 
buildings have been erected by him and are in good condition. Mr. [del- 
brock conducts general farming and also raises a few head of cattle each 
year for the market. Into the home have come four children, namely: 
Velma, born on March 16, 1904; Clarence, born on April 10, 1905; Kay- 
mond, born on July 19, 1906, and Mabel, born on February 21, 1g12. Mr. 
Iedelbrock 1s a most agreeable man to meet and is able to number his friends 
by the score. He is a Democrat in politics and his religious affiliation is 
with St. John’s at Glandorf. He is an active and ambitious young man, 
with the natural industry of his family. 


BARNEY GERDEMAN. 


A member of one of the oldest and best-known families in Putnam 
county, Barney Gerdeman, a prosperous and progressive farmer of Uiion 
township, this county, enjoys the esteem of all who know him and very 
properly is accorded a place as among the leading citizens of the part of the 
county in which he was born and where his whole life has been spent. [lis 
wife, also, is a member of one of the old families of the county, and the two 
are very popular in their large circle of acquaintances. 

sarney Gerdeman was born in Union township, Putnam county, Ohio, 
May 11, 1873, the son of Henry and Bernadina ([ickholt) Gerdeman, both 
natives of Putnam county, the former of whom was born on February 19, 
1842, the son of Caspar and Anna Gerdeman, natives of Germany, the latter 
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of whom was born on May 15, 1846, the daughter of Barney and [iizabeth 
(Nieman) [ickholt, also natives of Germany. 

Caspar Gerdeman and his wife, Anna, came to America from Germany 
and located in Putnam county, Ohio, at an early day in the settlement of 
the county.: Here they cleared a farm, and on this farm reared their fam- 
ily and spent the remainder of their lives. They were the parents of seven 
children, Caspar, Joseph, Henry, Mathias, Theodore, Mary and Elizabeth. 
Of these, Theodore served in the Civil War as a member of an Ohio regi- 
ment, was captured by the enemy and died in a military prison. Caspar and 
Anna Gerdeman were prominent and influential members of the community 
in which they lived and were active in all the good works of that neighbor- 
hood. Their bodies are lying at rest in the Grandview cemetery. 

Barney Eickholt and his wife, Elizabeth, who was a Nieman, also im- 
migrated from Germany, coming to Putnam county at an early date and 
settled on a farm near the town of Glandorf, where they made a prominent 
place for themselves in the estimation of their neighbors and where they 
spent the rest of their lives, their bodies lying at rest in the Glandorf ceme- 
tery. They were the parents of six children, Joseph, Martha, Henry, Will- 
iam, Charles and Bernardina, the latter of whom was the mother of Ber- 
nard Gerdeman. 

Henry Gerdeman grew to manhood on the paternal farm near Glan- 
dorf, receiving his education in the village school. He was united in mar- 
riage to Bernardina [ickholt on May 5, 1868, and made his home on a farm 
of one hundred and ten acres, which he bought in Union township. He 
cleared this farm and improved it in excellent shape, erecting thereon a good 
class of buildings and bringing it to a high state of cultivation, becoming 
known as one of the most prosperous farmers in that neighborhood. Dur- 
ing late years, Henry Gerdeman has been retired from the active work of 
the farm, though still living on the old home place, which is now the home 
of his son, Henry. His wife died in March, rg15. 

To Henry and Bernardina (Eickholdt) Gerdeman were born twelve 
children, as follow: Charles married Anna Busch and lives in Union town- 
ship; Andrew, who married Ida Daling and is now deceased; Katherine, 
who married Henry Hamberg and lives in Jackson township, this county; 
Barney, the subject of this sketch; John, who married Mary Lang and lives 
at Delphos, Ohio; William, who married Mary Schroeder and_ lives in 
Greensburg township, this county; Elizabeth, who married Henry Verhoff, 
and lives near Columbus Grove; Amelia, who married William Morman and 
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lives near Leipsic, this county; Josephine, who is unmarried; Bernadina, 
who married Joseph Morman and lives in Greensburg township; [lenry, 
who married Emma Merschman and lives on the old home farm, and Mathias, 
who married Emily Schumacher and lives in Union township. 

3arney Gerdeman was reared on the old home farm in Union township 
and attended the neighborhood school in his youth, making a good account 
of the time spent in the school room. He assisted his father on the farm, 
remaining there until his marriage in 1898, when he moved upon a farm 
of ninety acres in Union township, that had previously been purchased by him, 
where he has lived ever since. This farm he has improved in fine shape, his 
buildings being substantial and of a modern type, the place presenting a 
general air of prosperity which marks its owner as a progressive and up-to- 
date farmer. 

On October 19, 1898, Barney Gerdeman was united in marriage to 
Anna Brinkman, daughter of Barney and Bernardina (Wehrie) Brinkman, 
both of whom were born in the Glandorf neighborhood, in this county, their 
parents having been among the numerous German mamigrants who colon- 
ized in that part of the county at an early day. Tor some years after their 
marriage Mr. and Mrs. Brinkman lived in Greensburg township, and later 
moved to a farm in Jackson township, where Mrs. Brinkman is still living, 
Mr. Brinkman’s death having occurred on March 28, 1914. Barney Brink- 
man was one of the best known men in the county. He had served the public 
faithfully and well in the capacity of county commissioner, and was deeply 
interested in local public affairs. He also had served his township as a 
public ofhcer in various capacities and had always been attentive to the needs 
of the community. Tis chief activities were confined to the farm, however, 
and he had prospered in his labors. To Barney and Bernardina (\Wehrie ) 
grinkman were born thirteen children—Joseph, Anna, Bernadina, Mary, 
Ameha, Andrew, Trank, Ilizabeth, Josephine, Matilda, Elnora, Caroline 
and Loretta, of whom all are living save Bernadina, llizabeth and Josephine. 
The Brinkman family were members of the St. Michael’s Catholic church 
at Kalida, and took an active part in the affairs of that parish. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gerdeman belong to St. Michael’s Catholic church at 
Kalida, and are active participants in the various beneficences of that parish. 
Vhey are popular and well liked in the community in which they live, and 
are regarded as among the leaders in the social and civic life of that section 
of the county. They have no children. Mr. Gerdeman is not only a good 
farmer, but is recognized generally as an excellent business man and a man 


of fine executive ability. Tle is a director of the Peoples Bank at) Nalida, 
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a director in the fire insurance company at the same place, and has served as 
a member of the county fair association, in all of which service he has ex- 
hibited executive qualities which have gained him the highest confidence of 
his business associates. Mr. Gerdeman is a Democrat, and takes a good deal 
of interest in the county’s political affairs. He has served as supervisor of 
public roads in his home township; he has held various other township offices 
during the past fifteen years, and in other ways has shown his high interest 
in public affairs. 





JOUN 7. MAT TENY. 

If asked to present a list of occupations which, because of their very 
nature, interest and inspire, few there are who would include farming, or if 
they did, this vocation would not head the list. Ifere and there, however, 
are men who, by their attitude toward their work, make of the meanest task 
a pleasure, and thereby dignify both the doer and the thing they do. 

Were you to travel through Putnam county, Ohio, one of the farms 
which would immediately attract your admiration 1s that of J. T. Matheny. 
Irom the freshly-painted fence and well-kept lawn, in front of the house, to 
the neatly-stacked woodpile in the rear, there 1s evidence not only of thrift, 
but of intelligent personality back of it. And there is, for the owner loves 
his work. 

John T. Matheny was born in Kalida, Putnam county, Ohio, on March 
7, 1808. He was the son of Samuel and Adelia (Rogers) Matheny. Samuel 
Matheny figured prominently in the politics of his county, having acceptably 
filled a number of township offices under Republican administrations. He 
came from Virginia to Delaware county, Ohio, where he worked on a farm 
until the discovery of gold in California fired his ambition, and, in the year 
of 1849, he, like many others, went to’seek his fortune in the West He 
traveled by way of the Isthmus of Panama. lor four years, he met with 
success, as a miner, but finally, home called louder than fortune, and he 
dropped his pick to follow the plow back in the county he had left. The 
return journey also was made by way of Panama. Soon after his return 
to Ohio, he married Adeha Rogers, removed to Nalida, Ohio, and became 
interested in buying and shipping stock, and farming. Ile bought and de- 
veloped a large tract of land near Kalida. Ile was a faithful member of the 
Methodist church. After the death of Samuel Matheny, which took place on 
the farm, his widow continued to live there with her son and daughter-in- 
law, Mr. and Mrs. John ‘T. Matheny, until her death. 
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John T. Matheny had three sisters and one brother. They were Eva, 
Clara, Emma and Howard.”Of these, Clara martied HM. Summers, a real 
estate dealer living in Ottawa, and they have five children; Emma married a 
hardware merchant, named Basil Sparling, and they live in Monroe, Mich- 
igan, and they have three children. Going back another generation, we find 
that Mr. Matheny’s grandparents on the father’s side were born and died in 
Virginia, and that their children were James, William, Robert, Samuel and 
Jane. The children jot the; matennal grandparents were John, Howard, 
Marion, Mary, Sinah, Emma and Adelia. 

John T. Matheny’s school days were interspersed with wholesome farm 
work, yet it seems he did not allow his tasks to crush him ambition. He at- 
tended school in Kalida, and when still a young man, ‘married Nettie Varner, 
on December 10, 1902, daughter of W. J. and Annie Varner. Mr. Matheny’s 
wife also came from a substantial old family of pioneers whose ambition 
brought them from Virginia early enough to travel on horseback, for there 
was no other mode of transportation. The grandfather on the paternal side 
took advantage of conditions by trading with the Indians who lived within 
the vicinity of the settlement. 

W. J. Varner, father of Mrs. Matheny, is mentioned elsewhere in this 
volume. He was born in Greensburg township, Putnam county, in 1848, and 
married Annie Simon, of that township, whose parents, also, were early set- 
tlers and prominent in the county. That Mr. Varner was public-spirited is 
shown from the fact that he was treasurer of the township, and for ten years 
was a member of the county board of agriculture. 

I‘or six years after his marriage, Mr. Matheny gave all of his attention 
to farming. He then moved to the old W. J. Varner homestead in Greens- 
burg township, Putnam county, where he still resides. This is a splendid 
farm of one hundred acres. Vhe children born to John T. Matheny and wife 
are: Nelson Varner, born on September 8, 1903; Howard Samuel, born on 
September 4, 1909; John Wilson, born on November*18, 1912. The two 
elder boys are attending school. 

John T. Matheny has been unusually successful in raising Jersey cattle 
and Duroc hogs, but, not content with present efforts, he is preparing to make 
extensive improvements on his property. Like his father, he is a Republican, 
and has held public office, having served on the county council and as corpora- 
tion clerk while living in IWalida.  lverybody knows the Mathenys, and 
everybody likes them. As members of the Methodist church they have many 
friends, and are among those whom we call the leaders in the community in 
which they live. Mr. Matheny is a Iree and Accepted Mason. Tle has 
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always kept in close touch with public affairs. So genial and wholesome are 
John T. Matheny and wife that their home is a social center, It has never 
been bound by narrow interests. In all of his activities, Mr. Matheny is 
assisted by his able and charming wife. 


ROBERT WILFORD DOWNING. 


Robert Wilford Downing was born on October 6, 1870, in Sugar Creek 
township, Putnam county, Ohio, on the old Downing homestead. He is the 
son of Robert and Rachel (Hooper) Downing, the former of whom was born 
three miles east of Canton, in Stark county, Ohio, June 15, 1821, and who 
died on November 21, 1874, at the age of fifty-three years. He was the son 
of Adam and Sarah (McLothen) Downing, who were natives of Pennsyl- 
vania, and, who settled first in Stark county, Ohio. They came to Allen 
county in 1837, where they entered a section of land near Rockport. Here 
they spent the remainder of their lives. Kobert Downing, the father of 
Robert Wilford, grew up on this AHen county farm. He came to Putnam 
county in 1863, and located in Sugar Creek township, where he bought two 
hundred and forty acres of land. He followed general farming until his 
death. He received his early education in Stark county, leaving that county 
at the age of sixteen. He was married in Allen county, September 3, 1857, 
to Rachel Hooper, who was born on October 10, 1833, in Franklin county, 
Ohio. She was the daughter of Philip and Rachel (Stevenson) Hooper, the 
former of whom was a native of Scotland and who came to America, settling 
first in Virginia. Later, he moved to franklin county, Ohio. He served in 
the Indian War. He was married in Maryland to Rachel Stevenson, whose 
mother was a native of Germany and who first settled in Maryland and later 
moved to Franklin county, Ohio. Philip Hooper lived in Franklin county, 
Ohio, for several years, when he migrated to Putnam county in 1839, settling 
about two miles south of Columbus Grove in what is now Allen county. 
Here he spent the remainder of his life. Philip and Rachel Hooper had thir- 
teen children, all of whom are now deceased except Philip, Jr., a brother of 
Robert Wilford Downing’s mother. Mrs. Rachel Downing was next to the 
youngest child. She died on September 21, 1907. Robert and Rachel Down- 
ing had three children, Albert, born on April 17, 1860, and died on No- 
vember 7, 1897; John M., born on June 15, 1862, and died on July 6, 1902, 
and Robert Wilford, the subject of this sketch. 
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Rkobert Wilford Downing was born on the old homestead farm of his 
father, where he now resides. [lere he spent his childhood and youth and 
here he grew to manhood. He attended the district schools and since leaving 
school has followed farming. When nearly thirty years of age, Mr. Down- 


ing was married on September 23, 1900, to .\nna [e. Shusser, the daughter 
of Willam and Nancy (Garner) Shusser. Mrs. Downing was born on 
September 27,1870, in, sugar Creek township,, Putnany,county. ~Adtery his 
marriage, Mr. Downing continued farming on the old home place. His farm 
of one hundred and sixty acres joins the town of Vaughnsville on the north- 
west and is on the Iwalida road. 9 His residence commands a fine view of 
Sugar creek and the surrounding country. Mr. Downing has remodeled his 
residence, which is the hcuse where he was born, is built on generous lines 
and bespeaks the comfort and culture of its occupants. Mr. Downing built a 
large and commodtous barn in igt2, and from time to time has added other 
buildings as occasion demanded. Tle now has one of the most completely- 
equipped farms in Putnam county. Mr. Downing is a good judge of live 
stock and raises thoroughbred Shorthorn cattle. 

Robert Downing, the father of Robert \W., was a member of the radical 
wing of the United Brtehren church. He was township treasurer for two 
terms and was a stanch and active supporter of the Republican party. Mr. 
Wowning's great-grandfather on his maternal side, John Stevenson, whose 
father was:,a natrve of Germany, was. a native of, Maryland and a-»slave- 
holder. He never left the state of Maryland and was known as “Granddad 
John.” Both great-grandparents on the [looper and Stevenson sides of Mr. 
Downing’s family were Revolutionary soldiers, and added much to the credit 
of their family by valiance and bravery. . Both were slaveholders. Philip 
Ilooper, the grandfather of Mr. Downing, died on the old Tlooper home- 
stead south of Columbus Grove, about 1844. Tlis wife, the grandmother of 
Mr. Downing, lived to be ninety-three years of age and died in Columbus 
Grove about 1887. 

Mrs. Downing’s father, Wilham Slusser, answered the call for volun- 
teers in the War of 1860 and enlisted im the One Plundred and lighteenth 
Reeiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry. Tle served for three years, when he was 
mustered out of service. 

Mrs. Downing is a member of the Christian church, Mr. Downing: is 
a member of the Knights of Pythias Lodge No. 711, at Vaughnsville, He 
is a Republican in polities and has been trustee of Sugar Creek township for 
three terms. In addition to other activities, he was nominated by his party 


during the last election, for county commaussioner, 
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Joseph Webster Neill, one of the best-known agriculturists of Greens- 
burg township, Putnam county, Oluo, is a native born son of this county, 
having first seen the hght of day on his father’s farm on November 16, 1859. 
He is.ason of, Seth \W. and Mary A. (Shank)"Nell? the™fermercbotiian 
Hagerstown, Maryland, and the latter a native of this county. Seth W. 
was a son of John and Anna (Crow) Neill, who, in their youth, were among 
the earlier settlers of this county. They became acquainted during the early 
pioneer days and were married, locating on a farm in section 11 of Greens- 
burg township, where they passed through the experiences common to pio- 
neers. ig a new country.. They: were the parents "of seven children? naniély: 
Webster, J. T., Martin, William A., Susan, Samantha and Ihzabeth. | John 
Néill died on, March 27,1863, at the age of Nitty-ereht' years.” His wife had 
preceded him into the Great Beyond by a few days only, her: death having 
occurred on March 8, 1863, when in the forty-ninth year of her age. Seth 
W. Neill secured such education as the schools of that time afforded, being, 
however, rather limited in their scope, but he received from his careful father 
the best tramimg in the art of successful husbandry. Tle remained with his 
father for a time after Ins marriage, on April'19, 1857, to Mary A: Shank, a 
daughter of Jonas and Itanny Shank. ‘They were among the early settlers of 
this county, having come here from their native home in Maryland.’ Their 
children were Susan, Ithzabeth, Saphronica, Mary, Joseph, Samuel, Christian, 
John and Jonas. After a few months spent in his parental home, Seth \W. 
Neill took his bride to the eighty-acre farm, which he had secured in section 
11 of Greensburg township, where he made his home for the balance of his 
life. It was there the children of the family were born and reared. Beside 
Joseph Webster Neil, who was the second child of the family in order of 
birth, there were: John Allison, born on March 1, 1858; Samuel Morton, 
born on December 28, 1861, and died on September 23 of the following 
year, while still a small child and while the father of the family was at the 
front during the Civil War. Seth Edwin, born on January 25, 1864; 
Saphronica wAnn, born on May 28, 18606; Mary lemma, born on December 1, 
1808, the latter now deceased; Cora Tdith, born on March rf, ‘1871, and 
Jonas Sheldon, an infant, who died at birth, was born on January 16, 1874; 
Wilham Orlan, born on April 21, 1875, and Osear Delos, the youngest of the 
lamuly, born on May 17, 1878, 

On August ti, (862, when a young man of twenty-six years, and with 
a wile and three small children, Seth W. Neill so strongly felt the call of his 
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country in her time of need, that he laid aside his personal interests and 
donned a suit of blue as a private in Company I, Ninety-ninth Regiment, 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He entered service under Captain Hawkey and 
scarcely more than a month after his enlistment, on September 21 following, 
he was sent to the United States military hospital at Covington, Kentucky, 
where he remained for over a month. On October 29 he was ordered home 
for a rest and entered the service again within a short time. However, he 
had become so disabled, physically, owing to the illness contracted in the 
service, that he was found to be unfit for duty and was sent home. He was 
honorably discharged and later pensioned. He spent the balance of his life 
on his farm, and there passed away on September 8, 1899. His widow sur- 
vived for a number of years, her life on earth ending on November 18, 1914. 
Both Seth W. Neill and wife were faithful members of the Christian church, 
and in the tenets of that faith they reared their family. 

When a lad Joseph Webster Neill attended the district schools near his 
home and assisted his father during vacation periods. After leaving school, 
he farmed by renting fields, for a few years before marriage. On December 
31, 1884, he was united in marriage with Mary IX. Timmons, a native of this 
county and a daughter of Joshua and Catherine Timmons. Joseph Neill and 
his bride took up their residence in section 11, of Greensburg township, on a 
farm adjoining that formerly occupied by his father, where they have con- 
tinued to since make their home. This farm consists of one hundred and 
fifty-five acres and is in every respect well kept. The residence and all build- 
ings are in a good state of repair, and everything about the place is neat and 
orderly, bespeaking the well-regulated mind and business ability of its owner. 

Joshua Timmons, father of Joseph Neill’s wife, was born in Piqua 
county, this state, and his wife was a native of Pennsylvania. They met 
and were married in this county and after marriage settled on a farm in 
Perry township. To them was born a family of twelve children, as follow: 
Alice, John, Daniel, Samuel, Peter, Mary, Helena, Lucy, Louisa, Laura, 
Emma and Nancy. 

Joseph Webster and Mary E. (Timmons) Neill are the parents of four 
children, Louis Alfred, born on December 8, 1885; Lottie Alice, born on 
March 23, 1889; Robert Homer, born on June 16, 1891, and Ora Joseph, 
born on January 18, 1894. Lottie Alice is the wife of Leonard McEldery, a 
farmer of Pleasant township, this county, and is the mother of one child, 
Margaret Marie; Robert Homer attended the township schools when a boy, 
and later, securing a higher education, taught school for three terms, when 
he took a course in the business college at Ottawa and later studied at the 
agricultural college at Ada; Ora Joseph, the youngest of the family, remains 
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with the father, assisting him in the work of the home place; Louis Alfred, 
the eldest of the family, was united in marriage, on March 20, 1912, to Miss 
Bessie Wirth, a daughter of George and Mary Ann Wirth, both natives of 
this county. George Wirth is a son of Samuel and Mary Magdalena Wirth, 
both of whom were natives of Germany, and upon emigrating to this coun- 
try, came directly to this county, where they passed the remainder of their 
lives. George Wirth received his education in the public schools of this 
county and worked with his father on the home farm. On December 13, 
1885, he was united in marriage to Mary Ann Guyton, and to their union 
were born six children, as follows: Matilda, Mary, deceased; Frank, 
Charles, Bessie, wife of Louis Alfred Neill, and Alta. After marriage, 
George Wirth and wife moved to the farm of one hundred and sixty acres 
Where they lived for many years and where his widow still resides. He 1s 
now deceased. To Louis Alfred Neill and wife have been born two children, 
Thelma, born on December 30, 1911, and Catherine Jane, born on January 
27, 1913. The Neill family are well known through this section and both 
father and sons are regarded as men of industry and integrity and among the 
most substantial citizens of the community. 


FRANK ERHART. 


One of the popular and well-known citizens of Putnam county, Ohio, 
is frank Erhart, whose reputation for unfailing cheerfulness and optimism, 
sincere friendliness and whole-souled generosity is founded on fact and most 
justly deserved. Mr. Lerhart won many friends when twice candidate for 
sheriff on the Democratic ticket, but unfortunately failed of election. He 
has at different times served as county assessor, justice of the peace and 
township ditch commissioner, and for twelve years was a member of the 
school board. He is engaged in farming in Greensburg township, where the 
family is well known. 

Frank Erhart was born in Ottawa township, this county, on March 
18, 1806, being a child of Henry and Anna Bernadina (Barlager) [Erhart, 
both natives of this county, born of German parentage. Henry [Erhart was 
a son of Barney and Elizabeth Erhart, the other children of the family 
being Andrew, Mary, Elizabeth, Rosa, Anna and John. The parents left 
their native land of Germany shortly after marriage, coming direct to this 
county, where they had friends. ‘They settled on a farm three miles west 
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of Ottawa, this county, where they lived for the balance of their lives and 
where their children were born and reared. Anna Bernadina Barlager, 
mother of Frank [érhart, was the child of Henry and Gertrude Barlager, 
both born in the German [’mpire. They emigrated to America early in their 
married life and located in this county on a farm some two miles west of 
Glandorf, where all their children were born and reared, and where they 
passed the remainder of their days. They had five children, namely: Kath- 
erine, Henry, Elizabeth, Bernadina and Joseph. They were devout members 
of the Catholic church and in that faith their family was reared. 

Henry lrhart, father of I'rank, passed his boyhood days on his father’s 
farm, attending the district schools whenever possible. He early showed 
an aptitude for agricultural work and immediately after his marriage on 
July 5, 1865, he took his bride to the eighty-acre farm, where he toiled and 
passed the remainder of his life. Hts death occurred in March, 1914. His 
widow still resides on the farm, which she operates. In spite of her 
advanced years, she is in possession of a mental alertness and physical 
strength that would do credit to a woman scarce half her age. She is the 
mother of seven children, [*rank, Caroline, William, Mollie, [lizabeth, Mary 
and |*ranees. The family are communicants of the Roman Catholic church. 

When a youth, Frank Itrhart secured such education as the district 
schools of his home locality afforded and assisted his father in the work of 
the farm home. He was united: in marriage on September ‘20, 1888, to 
Catherine I¢delbrock, daughter of Henry and Theresa [delbrock, and soon 
after their marriage the young couple removed for residence to Jackson 
township, this county. [or twenty-six years they remained on the farm, 
which had been their original home and, in March of rg1r4, they removed 
to their present home in Greensburg township. This farm consists of one 
hundred and twenty acres, and Mr. Frhart devotes his time to general 
farming and the raising of live stock. 

Ilenry Edelbrock, father of Mrs. Itrhart, was a native of Germany, 
Who came to this country when a young man and, for many years, was a 
well-known farmer of this county. Tlis death occurred in 1906. THis wife 
was ‘Theresa Sicbeneck, and she survived her husband several years, her 
death occurring in 1913. She was a native of this county, born of German 
parentage, and was the mother of eight children, Frank, William, Mary, 
Catherine, John, Joseph, Benjamin and Minnie, the entire family being 
communicants of the Roman Catholic church, 


Po Frank Erhart and wife were born six children, as follow: T-aura. 
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born on July 12, 18&9, who is the wife of August Myers of Glandorf, this 
county, and is the mother of three children; llora, born on April 26, 1891, 
is a graduate of Ottawa business college; I¢dna, born on August 16, 1899, 
attends the Glandorf high school; Benjamin, born on lebruary 9, 1901, is 
deceased, as is also Harry, born on November 15, 1903, and Minnie, born 
on March 8, 1904, is still in the grades. The various members of the family 
are prominent in the life of their community, making themselves agreeable 
to both friend and stranger ahke. All are communicants of the oman 


Cathole church. 


TORN <5 PEP EE NS! 


One of the conspicuous names on the lst of Putnam county agricul- 
turists is that of John B. Stephens, who operates a splendid farm in Sugar 
Creek township, and who is a gentleman of high standing, to whom has not 
been denied a full measure of success. Long recognized as a factor of im- 
portance in connection with the farming and stock-raising industries here, 
he is prominently identified with the material growth and prosperity of this 
part of the state, his life having been closely interwoven with the lnstory of 
the county where he has been content to hye and follow his vocation, 

John B. Stephens was born in Union township on January 26, 1868, 
and is a son of Marion and Margaret (Nonemaker) Stephens. Marion 
Stephens is a native of the old Buckeye state, having been born in Union 
county on July 11, 1843, and there spent his boyhood days and received his 
early education. [lis parents dying when he was but a child, he was reared 
by relatives, and during his young manhood was employed at farm: labor. 
At the outbreak of the Civil War Marton Stephens enlisted as a private in 
the Iifty-fourth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, which command was 
attached to the Army of the Tennessee. Mr. Stephens was a participant in 
many of the most hotly-contested battles of that great struggle, including 
many campaigns and the historic march of Sherman to the sea. After the war 
Mr. Stephens returned to Union county, where, shortly afterward, he married 
Margaret: Nonemaker, who was born ino Mairheld) county about r845, a 
daughter of John Nonemaker and wife, both of whom were natives of Ger- 
many and who settled in lairheld county, Ohio. Later they moved to Union 
county, setthng near Pham City, and there remained the rest of their lives. 
Vheir surviving children were seven in number, namely: Jacob, who was 
killed in the service during the Civil War: Samuel, Catherine, Larcinda, 
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Martha, Margaret and Nancy. Margaret, who married Marion Stephens, 
died in July, 1875, when her son, the subject of this sketch, was seven years 
old. To Marion and Margaret (Nonemaker) Stephens there were born 
three children, Martha, John B. and Winnifred, the deceased widow of Edward 
Lippencott. 

Some time after the death of his first wife Marion Stephens was mar- 
ried to Elizabeth Best, of Putnam county, the datighter of George and Anna 
Best. To this union were born six children, three of whom survived them, 
Joseph, George and Grover. After his first marriage Marion Stephens re- 
mained in Union county for some time and then moved to Putnam county, 
where he remained but two years. During this time John B. Stephens was 
born. The family then moved to Madison county, where the wife and mother 
died. The father returned to Putnam county in 1879, locating on a farm 
which he had purchased in Sugar Creek township, in partnership with Jacob 
Miller, the tract comprising one hundred and sixty acres, located one mile 
northeast of Vaughnsville. Here he remained until 1905, when he moved 
to the state of Michigan, but in 1912 returned to Putnam county. He now 
lives in Kalida. 

John B. Stephens was about eleven years old when his father returned 
to Sugar Creek township, where he remained until attaining maturity. His 
education was received in the common schools of Vaughnsville, and his early 
years were spent in work on the old home farm. After his marriage in 1893 
he lived for a while at his wife’s home, and in the following year moved to 
the Joseph Garner farm, on which he resided for two years. He then returned 
to his mother-in-law’s home place of eighty acres, and there he has since 
continued to reside, Mr. Stephens being engaged in the operation and man- 
agement of the farm. He is a progressive and up-to-date farmer, giving 
attention to the most advanced ideas relative to agriculture, and has achieved 
a noteworthy success in this enterprise. 

John B. Stephens was united in marriage on October 12, 1893, with 
Olive Vandermark, who was born in Putnam county, March 11, 1872, the 
datghter of William and Mary Jane (Mayberry) Vandemark. William 
Vandemark was born in Putnam county on June 22, 1830, and met his death 
by the hands of a bank robber at Columbus Grove, his death occurring on 
August 9g, 1891. Mary Jane (Mayberry) Vandemark was born in Ross 
county on December 16, 1833, being the eldest daughter of James and May 
Mayberry. To Wilham and Mary Vandemark were born the following 
children: Malinda on April gq, 1850, died on August 4, 1856; James, lebruary 
27; 1858, died on January 21, 18943 John M., April. 17, 1861, died on May 26, 
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1864; Serilda, January 5, 1864, died on June 14, 1864; Charles Ik., September 
13, 1866; Margaret L., July 7, 1869, died in infancy; Luella died in intancy 
on April 2, 1870; Olive, Mrs. Stephens, March 11, 1872; Lawrence, May 1, 
1875. Mary Jane Mayberry had been married prior to her union with Mr. 
Vandemark, the first husband, Aaron Jones, was born on December 20, 1825, 
their marriage occurring on August 22, 1851. Wiulham Vandemark was 
one of nine children, Agnes, Jeremiah, Elizabeth, Esther, Nancy: Ann, Elvira, 
William and a twin sister, Mary Jane, and Daniel, all of whom are deceased. 
To John B. Stephens and wife have been born four children, William, Velma, 
Lawrence and I*thel. 

Mr. Stephens is a Democrat, and has taken a commendable interest in 
local and public affairs, having served efficiently as a member of the town- 
ship school board. He 1s affiliated with the Christian ckurch, of which he 
is a trustee, and of which his wife is also a member. The qualities which 
have made Mr. Stephens one of the prominent and successful men of Sugar 
Creek township have also brought him the esteem of his fellow-citizens, for 
his career has been one of well-directed energy, strong determination and 
honorable methods. 


FRANCIS M. RIMER. 


Not long ago there was a period from the middle of November to the 
first of March when very little work was done on the farm. The business 
man cannot afford a four or five months’ vacation nor can the farmer afford 
it. The business man at the head of any enterprise hardly dares to quit work 
for two weeks. Not that the farmer does not work hard enough, but his 
work 1s poorly planned 1f he has nothing that he can do during a third of 
each year. It were far better for the farmer to quit work at noon on Sat- 
urday every weck in the year than to work long hours during the spring and 
summer season and cease work altogether during the winter months. The 
farmer who loves his work and ts bent on attacking its problems systematically 
will not care to pass Jong periods in absolute idleness. Ife will find something 
possible to do no matter how bad the weather may be, and he will work 
where he may be comfortable. Ile will have carefully planned his work for 
the next season, will have attended carefully to the feeding of his stock, the 
long evenings he will have spent reading the literature of the farm and in 
studying farm problems. This is the typical life of the present-day progressive 
farmer, and one of the men who falls in this class is francis M. Rimer, of 


Sugar Creek township. Mr. Rimer is aman of more than average intelligence. 
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He is a man who has kept abreast of the times with the application of the 
latest methods, and has kept informed with regard to the latest developments 
in agriculture, which is evidenced by the fact that he employs all of the latest 
devices in his farm work. 
ltrancis M. Rimer was born on July 1g, 1857, in Sugar Creek township, 
Putnam county, Ohio. He is the son of Jacob and Elizabeth (Rhodes) 
Rimer. Jacob Rimer was born in Fairfield county, Ohio, on January 29, 
1815. He was the son of Daniel and Catherine (Vandemark) Rimer. Daniel 
RKimer was a native of Pennsylvania and was born near Rimersburg. He 
was of German parentage and came to [’airhfeld county, Ohio, from Penn- 
sylvania, about 1812. Here he remained until 1832, when his son Jacob, the 
father of Itrancis M., was seventeen years of age. In this year he located in 
Union township, Putnam county, where he entered land from the govern- 
ment south of Kalida. Here he spent the remainder of his active life and 
spent his declining years with his son, Jacob, in Sugar Creek township, where 
he died on July 5, 1857. His wite surviving him about seventeen years, died 
in 1874. | 
Jacob Rimer was born in [*airfield county, Ohio, where he spent his 
childhood and received his early education. \Vhen sixteen years of age, in 
1831, he came to Putnam county, Ohio, one year ahead of his parents. After 
they settled in Union township he remained with them until his marriage on 
March 1, 1838, at which time he was twenty-three years of age, and when he 
settled on a farm of eighty acres in section 8 of Sugar Creek township. This 
land was covered with virgin timber and partly with water. Jacob Rimer 
built a one-roomed Jog cabin and a barn and proceeded to clear his land, in 
which latter undertaking he nearly succeeded during his lifetime. A few 
years later he built a frame house adjoining the log cabin. This house was 
of five rooms and quite pretentious for those times. In later years he built a 
more commodious residence, which is still in use today. Jacob Rimer’s wife, 
Mlizabeth Rhodes, was born in Franklin county, Ohio, on July 2£, 1816. She 
was the daughter of Peter and Catherine (Hoffman) Rhodes, and came to 
Putnam county with her parents when sixteen years of age, in 1831, who 
settled on the west bank of Hog creek, just below Rimer. Elizabeth here 
grew to womanhood and was married to Jacob Rimer on March 1, 1838, at 
the age of twenty-two. Jacob Kimer’s parents had five children, three sons | 
and two daughters, I¢lza, Jacob, Jeremiah, Daniel and Parmelia, all of whom 
are deceased. Peter and Catherine Rhodes had seven children, two daughters 
and five sons. Jacob and Elizabeth Rimer had nine children, seven sons and 
two daughters, Joseph, born on December 1&8, 1838, and died on December 21 
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of the same year; George W., February 5, 1840, and was killed ithe Civil 
War on December 11, r863; Daniel P., January 8, 1642; Elizabeth, October 
23) 16437 James \V.. Marca 26) 1646, and died on December 25, 1907, Mary 
LL May 20; lGv6>. eazune cAueust21, 1651: Kewis fly Seprember 7, 1853; 
Francis M., July 19, 1857. Daniel P. was also a soldier in the Civil War. 

Jacob Rimer spent a most active and useful life and died on the old 
homestead, which was largely the work of his hands, in December, 1901. 
He was a Democrat and an active member of the Baptist church. He was 
township trustee for several terms, was well known and highly respected and 
was a man of high ideals and sterling integrity. Tis wife preceded him to 
the grave, having departed this life on December 22, 1893. I*rancis M. Rimer 
was born on the old homestead of his father and here spent his childhood. 
He attended the local district school, known as Woods College. Here he grew 
to manhood and helped his father on the old home farm until he was twenty- 
eight years of age, when he married. 

I‘rancis Rimer was married on December 10, 1885, to Margaret Fliza- 
beth Oard, who was born in Sugar Creek township, Allen county, on Jan- 
uary 28, 1866. She was the daughter of Noah and Margaret (Oglevie) Oard. 
Both of them died when Mrs. Kimer was only fourteen years of age. Noah 
Oard was born in Allen county in 1824 and was the son of Peter and Anna 
Oard, the former a native of Pennsylvania. Margaret Oglevie was the 
daughter of parents who came from Virginia. Her father was a native of 
Scotland and came to Virginia when nine years of age, settling in Putnam 
county in pioncer times two miles north of Vaughnsville. To Noah and 
Margaret Oard, fifteen children were born, fourteen of whom grew to matur- 
ity. They were: James Henry, who died in 1912; Mary Jane, deceased; 
Thomas Clinton; Wavid k. and Peter L., twins; Anna C., deceased: Jahn A. ; 
Amanda Ovo aN@ah O.; Margaret I... the wife of Mr. Rimer; Cynthia A.; 
Viola, who died at the age of five years; [tva; Lottie and an infant who 
died at birth. 

After his marriage Francis Rimer settled on a part of his father’s farm 
of sixty-one acres, where he built a twelve-room residence and a large barn 
and other buildings. To lis original farm Mr. Rimer has added twelve acres, 
making seventy-three acres in all. Tle has always done general farming. 

l'rancis M. and Margaret I. (Oard) Rimer have had seven children: 
Lenore, born on January 20, 1889; Ralph, February 25, 1891; Ifelen, May 
5, 1894; Russell, September 26, 1897; Louis Richard, July 24, 1899; Mar- 
garet, September 24, 1905, and [hizabeth, October 31, 1907. Lenore, who 
was graduated from the Vaughnsville high school, attended the Tebanon 
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Normal School, and is now teaching in Oregon. Ralph, who is a graduate of 
the Vaughnsville high school and the Lima Business College, is also teaching 
in Oregon. F[lelen, also a graduate of the Vaughnsville high school, took the 
normal course at Ohio Northern University and a special normal course at 
Ottawa. Russell is also a graduate of the Vaughnsville high school. Louis 
Richard is now a student in the Vaughnsville high school. 

Francis Rimer attends the Methodist Episcopal church, of which Mrs. 
Rimer is a member. Mr. Rimer is a member of the Knights of Pythias Lodge, 
No. 711, at Vaughnsville. Heis a Democrat, having served as school director, 
township supervisor and township trustee. [francis M. Rimer is well known 
in Putnam county and highly respected as an up-to-date, progressive and 
intelligent farmer. 


HERMAN HOLTKAMP. 


There are few public officials, of the federal class, in Putnam county 
who are better known or more deservedly popular in the community in 
which they reside than the genial postmaster at Kalida, to a brief sketch of 
whose interesting career the biographer, with pleasure, calls the attention of 
the reader at this point. Though of foreign birth and a resident of this 
county a matter of less than three decades, Postmaster Holtkamp has so 
thoroughly absorbed the spirit of American institutions and has so com- 
pletely familiarized himself with American manners and customs that there 
is no more thorough American than he, nor none more sincerely devoted to 
the welfare of his adopted country. One of the best known merchants in 
the county, he for years having been engaged in the hardware business at 
IWalida, Mr. Holtkamp also has the interests of the county at large very 
deeply at heart, and none is more prompt in furthering any movement hav- 
ing the commonwealth’s best development in view than is he. Not only 
that, but his fine musical education and taste make him popular in those 
circles which contribute in largest measure to the cultural development of 
the communal life, and he, therefore, may properly be looked upon as one 
of the most valuable citizens of this county. No review of the history of 
this section would be complete without proper mention of his services and 
activities since coming to this county, and it is with pleasure that the biog- 
rapher presents here a brief and modest sketch of the career of this excel- 
lent ‘citizen, 

Herman Holtkamp was born in the Province of Westphalia, Germany, 
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December 4, 1856, the only son of Everhard and Gertrude (Asholt) Holt- 
kamp, farming people, whose lives were spent on their farm near the town 


of Vorhelm, in Westphalia, and to whom also were born two daughters, 


Christine and Anna, the former of whom is dead and the latter of whom 
still lives in Germany, the parents both being dead. 

Herman Holtkamp received his early education under the admirable 
scholastic system of his native province and early in life was apprenticed to 
a wood carver, asquiring a most skillful proficiency in this difficult and im- 
portant trade. Ior a time after completing his apprenticeship he followed 
this trade in Germany, and then decided to seek an extension of his fortunes 
on this side of the Atlantic. With that end in view, he came to America 
in 1887, landing at New York, from whence he came direct to Putnam 
county, locating in the town of Kalida, where he has ever since made his 
home. Upon arriving at Kalida he opened a wagon and wood-working shop, 
which he operated for twenty-two years, becoming in that time one of the 
best known and most successful artisans of that class in the county. At the 
end of that time he formed a partnership with James Tennison, the two 
buying the hardware store of Fanger & Recker, in Kalida. Later, Mr. 
Tennison sold his interest in this store to John W. Fortman, since which 
time the house has been doing business under the firm style of Holtkamp & 
fortman, and has been quite successful, doing a general and quite extensive 
business in hardware, farming implements, etc., also taking contracts for tin 
work, roofing and the like. In addition to his extensive business interests, 
Mr. Holtkamp is deeply concerned in matters of public improvement, and 
is regarded as one of the leaders in all movements having to do with the 
best development of the interests of his home community. For three vears 
he served, most acceptably, as township treasurer of Union township, and 
for a like period of service was clerk of the school board, in which latter 
capacity his deep interest in educational and cultural matters proved of 
large value to the community. 

Herman Holtkamp was united in marriage in 1890 to Mary Siefker, 
the daughter of Henry and Elizabeth (Tenwalde) Siefker, a prominent fam- 
ily in Union township. Mrs. Holtkamp is one of a family of seven chil- 
dren, the others being Henry, John, Elizabeth, Anna, Joseph and Catherine, 
of whom Henry, Elizabeth and Anna are now deceased. 

To the union of Herman ane Mary (Siefker) Holtkamp nine children 
have been born, as follow: Henry (deceased), born on August 28, I8o1; 
Edward, born on December 7, 1892; Henry, born on February 7, 1894; 
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Pauline, born on December 18, 1895; I:mma (deceased), born on October 
4, 1897; Clara, born on August 18, 1900; Louise (deceased), born on May 
15, 1902; Irene, born on September 23, 1904, and Alice, born on March 
29, 19006. 7 

Mr. and Mrs. Holtkamp are members of St. Michael’s Catholic church 
at Kalida and are earnestly devoted to the sacred interests of that parish, 
in the various beneficences of which they are active participants. lor twen- 
ty-seven years Mr. Holtkamp has served as organist and choir director in 
St. Michael’s church, his service in this connection ever having proved ac- 
ceptable to the parish, in which there is no more popular member than he. 

In public affairs Mr. Holtkamp always has taken a deep interest and 
has given to the politics of the county a degree of intelligent attention which 
has lent much weight to his counsels in the deliberations of the party man- 
agers. He was appointed postmaster at Kalida in June, 1914, by the Pres- 
ident, entering upon the duties of this important ofhce in the next month, 
and is giving the public most excellent service through that office. He has 
a splendid reputation throughout that part of the county and is very prop- 
erly regarded as one of the leading men of affairs. 


JAMES, oH... TE EGARDIN. 


The farmer's greatest economic interest is in increased profit. Involved 
in this interest, which 1s potent to the farmer’s prosperity, is the problem of 
distribution, The problem of distribution is no other than that of market. 
If production on the farm is increased, improved market facilities to safe- 
guard the farmer's economic interest in greater profits must eliminate, to 
some extent, the present waste in distribution. The present and future 
efforts to avoid this waste must compensate the farmer for raising larger 
crops, Which otherwise would mean only that he would receive the same 
number of dollars for a greater number of bushels. The two most important 
economic problems of agriculture are greater production and = improved 
market facilities. lexperience seems to prove that co-operation is the keynote 
to a better system of distribution between producer and consumer and, in 
brief, to the improvement of market facilities. James 11. TPeegardin, one of 
the successful and well-known farmers of Sugar Creek township, Putnam 
county, Ohio, is aman who has made a close study of every phase of modern 


farming, No man has done more than he to emphasize the needs of better 
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markets in connection with the present movement to improve the productions 
of farm products. 

James [TH]. Teegardin was born on March 19, 1866, in Sugar Creek town- 
ship, Putnam county, Ohio. He is the son of Joseph and Sarah (Mayberry) 
Teegardin. Joseph Teegardin was born in Sugar Creek township, Allen 
county, Ohio, on March 19, 1840, and died in Pleasant township, Putnam 
county, on March 10, 1892. He was the son of Henry and Rachel (Decker) 
Teegardin. Henry Teegardin was born in lairheld county, Ohio, three miles 
from Groveport, and came to Sugar Creek township, Allen county, in 1830. 
Ile was the son of \Willham Veegardin, who was a native of Pennsylvania and 
who settled in lairheld county, where he spent the remainder of his life on 
the original Teegardin homestead. He died at the age of about eighty-two 
years. It was William Teegardin who entered the land in Sugar Creek 
township, Allen county, from the government, which has been turned over 
to several successive generations of his descendants. As in the past, this 
property was given to his sons, though he himself had never moved to Allen 
county, always remaining in [‘airfeld county. He had ten children, four 
daughters and six sons, one of whom was Henry, the grandfather of James H. 

Henry Teegardin settled on one of the farms of one hundred and sixty 
acres which was entered by his father, where he lived and died. He passed 
through all of the pioneer experiences of the men of his generation, was a 
very industrious farmer and, for his time, was considered very prosperous. 
He died-at about the age of fifty years of pneumonia. Henry and Rachel 
Teegardin had nine children, Mary, who was fanuliarly known as “Polly” ; 
Ilizabeth, Joseph, the father of James H.; Peter, John, William, Daniel and 
a son and a daughter, who died in childhood. Rachel Veegardin survived her 
husband many years and was married again to James Mayberry. She died 
at the advanced age of eighty-two years, in I*ebruary, 1899. Joseph Tee- 
gardin, who was the eldest son, took charge of the old homestead in Allen 
county after his father’s death. It was on this old place that he spent his 
childhood and youth at the time he attended the typical log cabin school. At 
the age of twenty-three, on May 23, 1863, he was married to Sarah Elizabeth 
Mayberry, who was born in Pleasant township, Putnam county, on May 13, 
1843, and who was the daughter of James and Mary (Jamison) Mayberry. 
It was James Mayberry who, after his first wife’s death, married Rachel 
Teegardin. Joseph and Sarah Teegardin, the parents of James Il. Teegar- 
din, were, therefore, step brother and sister, as well as husband and wife. 

After Joseph Teegardin’s marriage he settled in the southeast corner of 


Sugar Creck township, Putnam county, on eighty acres of land belonging to 
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his father, which farm he purchased after the latter’s death from the re- 
mainder of the heirs. In about nine years, or in 1870, he sold this farm and 
moved to Columbus Grove, where he lived for nine years. He then moved 
to a small farm two and one-half miles north of Columbus Grove, where he 
lived the remainder of his life, dying on March 10, 1892. Although not a 
member of any church, he died in the Christian faith. He was ill about 
seven years prior to his death. He was a member of the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows and was a Democrat. Joseph and Sarah (Mayberry) Tee- 
gardin had five children, Emma, James H., the subject of this sketch; \\ iam 
A., Thomas M. and Alice, who died in infancy. Mrs. Joseph Teegardin still 
lives and resides with her grandchild, Mrs. May Darbyshire, of Lima, Ohio. 

James H. Teegardin spent his early childhood on his father’s farm in 
Sugar Creek township. Huis boyhood was spent 1n Columbus Grove and later 
on the farm north of Columbus Grove. Here he attended the public schools 
and after finishing school helped his father on the farm. At the age of 
sixteen he started in life for himself and began working for neighboring 
farmers, which he continued to do until he became twenty years of age, when 
he married. 

James H. Teegardin was married on April 14, 1886, to Etta Sherman, 
who was born in Putnam county in September, 1870, and who is the daughter 
of John and Elizabeth (Utter) Sherman. To this union were born two 
children, Bessie, who died at the age of six weeks, and Nellie, who died at 
the age of four. Mrs. Etta Teegardin died in March, 1897, and after her 
death Mr. Teegardin was married a second time, on April 14, 1898, to Mrs. 
Jane (Myers) Vandemark, the widow of James M. Vandemark. Mrs. Tee- 
gardin had five children by her first marriage, Clarence, Emmet, Clara, Vena, 
who died at the age of two years, and Alva J. All four of these children 
are living and are married. Mrs. Teegardin is the daughter of James and 
Deborah (McDale) Myers, the former of whom was born in Pleasant town- 
ship, Putnam county, on September 4, 1830, and died in Union township iu 
February, 1912, at the age of eighty-two years. His wife, Deborah McDale, 
was born on June 29, 1835, in Pleasant township and is still living, 

After Mr. Teegardin’s first marriage he rented a farm in Pleasant town- 
ship for two years. During the following ten years he was engaged in factory 
work at Columbus Grove and Carey, Ohio. Later and after his second mar- 
riage he took up his residence on the James Vandemark farm, where he has 
resided ever since. 

James H. and Jane (Myers) Teegardin have had two children, Lewis 
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W., born on May 2, 1899, and Joseph C., May 30, 1903. After Mr. Tee- 
gardin’s second marriage he negotiated with the heirs of the James Vande- 
mark estate and purchased their interest in the farm, which he now owns. 
His farm consists of one hundred and forty-six acres and is located two and 
one-half miles northwest of Vaughnsville. Huis land is in a fine state of cul- 
tivation, is well improved and no better farm can be found anywhere. Mr. 
Teegardin had the misfortune, on November 23, 1914,-to lose a fine barn 
that had just been erected and which was destroyed by fire. He has since 
duplicated this structure with a barn which is modern to the smallest detail. 
He has a comfortable residence and neatly and well-kept outbuildings. Mr. 
Teegardin has always done general farming and has paid considerable atten- 
tion to the Ohio Improved Chester hogs and keeps only thoroughbreds. He 
also raises Shorthorn cattle for dairy and beef purposes. 

James TH. Peegardin and wife are members of the Ottawa River Chris- 
tian church, while Mr. Veegardin is a member of Vaughnsville Lodge, No. 
711, Knights of Pythias. He has passed all of the chairs in his local lodge 
except one. Mr. Teegardin is a Democrat, although he has never been par- 
ticularly active. He is a progressive farmer of Sugar Creek township, clean- 
cut and favorably known. 


Cia RIES) Rags NLA. 


The farmers’ interest in road-building is universally recognized. Good 
roads furnish easy access to market and reduce the wear of his vehicles and 
machinery. ‘They are civilizing agents that open up to him the outside world, 
even more than railroads or trolley lines. Moreover, the farmer is interested, 
not so much in gigantic expenditures for road-building, which amount to six 
hundred million dollars each year, but in getting the worth of his money 
invested in this enterprise. He has a right to know whether the forty-four 
million dollars, expended in state aid of road-building in 1914, was economi- 
cally used. He ought to know enough about making roads to find the answer 
for himself. One of the prominent farmers of Sugar Creek township, Put- 
nam county, Ohio, who is extremely interested in) road-building and in 
markets, is Charles R. Smith. 

Charles R. Smith was born on June 28, 1863, in Allen county, Ohio. 
He is the son of Benjamin O. and Margaret A. (Hines) Smith. Benjamin 
Smith was born in Culpeper county, Virginia, in October, 1832, and was the 
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soi Of James, and Mary (Stover) Smith. James Smith* was born in Cul- 
pepper county, Virginia, in 1810, and died in 1893. He was a farmer in 
Virginia, where he grew to manhood and was married. He came to Ohio, 
overland, in a covered wagon, arriving in Vaughnsville on January I, 1837. 
He then entered land from the government in section 22, about two miles 
northeast of Vaughnsville. He remained in Vaughnsville until he had built 
a cabin and then moved to his new-found home. ~He proceeded to clear his 
land and succeeded in getting about fifty acres in cultivation. He spent the 
remainder of his life on the old homestead, where his wife died in April, 
1888, he surviving her by five years. ‘They had eleven children, six sons and 
five daughters, of whom Charles Ik. Smith’s father, Benjamin O. Smith, was 
next to the eldest. Benjamin O. Smith was only five years of age when his 
parents came to Putnam county, where he grew to manhood. He attended 
the district schools and helped his father to clear the land and farm the home 
place. “At twenty-seven. years of age he was married to Margaret A. Hines, 
who was born in Culpepper county, Virginia, in 1836, and who was the 
daughter of Peter and Fanny (Stover) Hines, who in turn were both natives 
of Virginia and immigrated to Randolph county, Missouri, when their daugh- 
ter, Margaret, was a child. Here her parents settled on a farm and remained 
the balance of their lives. Margaret Hines was one of seven children, five 
sons and two daughters. 

Benjamin O. Smith went to Missouri, where he met and married Mar- 
garet Hines. After their marriage, they returned to Ohio and settled just 
northwest of his father’s homestead, where they remained for a short time. 
Subsequently, they removed to a farm in the extreme northern part of Allen 
county, two miles west of Columbus Grove. It was here that Charles R. 
Smith was born. Benjamin O. Smith moved again, shortly afterward, to a 
farm northeast of Gomer in Allen county, where he remained for a few years. 
Later, he moved to a farm in Allen county, about one and one-half miles 
west of Charles R. Smith’s birthplace. Ile bought this farm, but two years 
later, sold out on account of his wife’s health, and moved to Missouri, in the 
fall of 1871. Tere she died, in January, 1872. They had four children, 
three sons and one daughter, Cornelius F., Charles R., the subject of this 
sketch; Paschal M. and Mary F., deceased, who married George \W. Foltz, 
and has one child living, Donald. Benjamin ©, Smith returned to Ohio, 
with his family, immediately after the death of his wife, to the old home- 
stead, where Benjamin O. was again married, in 1876, to Mrs, Rebecca 
(Stover) Pearson. Vo this union were born three children, Clayton, who 
died in childhood; Carl, who died in infaney, and Nellie, who died about the 
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age of seventeen. Benjamin O. Smith died on the old home place on De- 
cember 16, 1888. At one time he was a member of the Christian church. He 
was a Democrat in politics. 

Charles k. Smith was eight years old when his father returned from 
Missouri and has continued to live on the home place of his father and 
grandfather since that time. He attended the Smith district school and, after 
linishing the common school, helped his father on the farm until he became 
of age, after which time he went to Kandolph county, Missouri. There he 
remained for one and one-half years. At the end of this period, he returned 
to his home to take charge of the farm, after his father’s death in 1888. 

Charles R. Smith continued to farm here until 1890, when he again 
went to Missouri and was married to Susie W. Furnish, who was born in 
California, i January, 1861. She was the daughter of Samuel and Eliza 
(Riggs) Furnish. After his marriage, Mr. Smith again returned to Ohio, 
and has resided here ever since. Charles R. and Susie W. (furnish) Smith 
have had three children, Larl l*., who was born on December 10, 1891; Erma 
C., June 12, 1893, and who is the wife of William J. Jones, and Paul Ray- 
mond, May 21, 1895. Both boys are students of Defiance College. Mrs: 
Smith died on June 19, 1899. About three years after the death of Mrs. 
Susie Smith, Mr. Smith was again married on January 1, 1902, to Mrs. Lillie 
V. (Jenkins) Gordon, who was born in Union county, Ohio, September 2, 
1867. She is the daughter of William and Lucinda (Flolycross) Jenkins. 
The former was born in Muskingham county, Virginia, December 25, 1840, 
aud died in Paulding county, Ohio, September 23, 1905. Lucinda Hlolycross 
was born on August 21, 1836, and died on July 31, 1900, at Grover Fill, 
Paulding county, Ohio. William and Lucinda Jenkins had cleven children, 
six daughters and five sons, Abraham M., Lydia A., William Lawrence, 
Tabitha J., John A., Lillie B., the wife of Mr. Smith; Eli Clemens, Earl P., 
Mattie B., Nelhe W. and Cassie Maude, all of whom are living, except Eli 
C. To Charles R. and Lillie V. (Jenkins) Smith have been born two chil- 
dren, one daughter, who died at birth, and Russell Dale, on June 3, 1905. 

Charles Ik. Smith has always done general farming and has been suc- 
cessful. He, with his wife, are members of the Christian church. Mr. Smith 
has been clerk, treasurer and trustee of the church. Mr. Smith is a member 
of Vaughnsville Lodge No. 711, Knights of Pythias. He is a Democrat and 
has served as a member of the school board. He was a member at the time 
the new school house was built at Vaughnsville. Charles R. Smith is well 
and favorably known in Sugar Creek township and well merits the esteem 
and confidence in which he is held by his neighbors and fellow citizens. 
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Phew NI |). SMITE. 


lfor four generations the Smith family, one of the best known of the 
many families of German origin in Putnam county, has been counted as a 
factor of the development of that section of the county in which their in- 
fluence has been most largely felt. In all that time the influence for good ex- 
erted by this family has been steadfast and sure, and there can be no doubt 
that it has been potent in aiding the advancement of the cause of good local 
government wherever it has been felt. In thus making its impress upon the 
life of the community this family is entitled to mention in any work that 
attempts to deal with the history of this county, and the attention of the 
reader is called to this brief biography of the gentleman, a prosperous repre- 
sentative of the family here referred to, one of the most progressive farmers 
of Union township. 

Frank J. Smith was born on a farm in section 34, in Union township, 
Putnam county, Ohio, on April 28, 1873, the son of L. Jacob and Florentine 
(Verhoff) Smith, the former of whom was a native of Germany, the son of 
Jacob and Wilhelmina (Harb) Smith, and the latter of whom was a native 
of Erie county, Ohio, the daughter of Francis and Anna Maria (Kramer) 
Verhoff. lor further details regarding the genealogy of the Verhoff family 
the reader’s attention 1s directed to the biographical sketch of Theodore Vern- 
hoff, presented elsewhere in this volume. 

Jacob Smith, who was born in Germany, was one of the issue of his 
father’s second marriage. By his father’s first marriage there were two chil- 
dren, Peter and John Jacob, both of whom are now deceased; and by the 
second marriage there were eight children, all of whom are deceased: Jacob, 
the grandfather of the subject of this sketch, Joseph, Anthony, Frank, Mary, 
Christina, and two whose names have been lost to the present generation. 
All these children were born in Germany and came to America with their 
parents, the family settling on a farm in [rie county, Ohio, where the par- 
ents spent the remainder of their days. The Smith home was five miles south 
of the city of Sandusky, and the various members of the family became prom- 
inent members of that section. All were members of the Catholic church 
and were devoted to the affairs of the local parish; also being diligent in the 
good works of the community m general. It was there that Jacob Smith 
grew to manhood, and there he married Wilhelmina tlarb, the daughter of 
Hubert and Cecelia (Anselm) Harb, the latter of whom was born in Ger- 
many, and upon their marriage came to America, settling in [erie county, 
Ohio, where they made their home on a farm during the remainder of their 
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lives, and where they reared a family of six children: Wiulhelmina, Uplonia, 
Cecelia, Amelia, Louis, Anthony and Hubert. 

Jacob Smith remained in Erie county for three years after his marriage, 
and then came to Putnam county, locating on a farm of forty acres in Union 
township, to which he later added sixty acres, and on this farm he and his 
wife reared their family and he spent the remainder of his hfe. To Jacob. 
and Wilhelmina (Harb) Smith there were born eight children: L. Jacob, 
Hubert, Cecelia, Wilhelmina, John, Mary, Theresa and Anthony. These 
children were brought up in the Catholic faith and were members of the 
church at Glandorf, as were their parents... Jacob Smith predeceased his 
wife, and upon his death she married, secondly, William Lampe, a shoe manu- 
facturer at Glandorf, who, after this marriage, moved to Ottawa, and there 
the paternal grandmother of I'rank J. Smith spent the remainder of her days. 

L. Jacob Smith, first-born of Jacob and Wilhelmina (Harb) Smith, was 
reared on the paternal farm in Union township, this county, and received his 
education in the schools of Union and Greensburg townships. During the 
early years of his young manhood he worked on his father’s farm, but after 
his marriage moved to a farm of one hundred acres in section 34, in Union 
township. [He found this tract practically unimproved, and has brought it 
up to a state of cultivation second to none in that part of the county. As his 
farming operations extended, and their success became amply proved, he 
gradually added to his holdings, until at the time of his retirement from the 
active work of the farm he was the owner of slightly more than three hun- 
dred acres of choice farm land. Upon deciding to retire, he divided the 
greater portion of his lands among his children and bought five acres in the 
town of Kalida, on which he erected a splendid residence, and there he and 
his wife are now living in quiet retirement, enjoying the fruits of their early 
industry. In order that he might not “rust” in his old age, Mr. Smith, at the 
time of his retirement, bought twenty-three acres near his new home, to the 
cultivation of which he gave considerable attention. ‘Though practically re- 
tired, he 1s active enough to do a good day’s work yet and would reject with 


‘ 


scorn any implication that he is “on the shelf.” Mr. Smith is an active, intel- 


igent old gentleman, highly respected, as is his good wife, both of whom en- 
joy the esteem of all who know them. In his more active days, Mr. Smith 
gave much attention to the public affairs of his neighborhood and had served 
the community very acceptably in the capacity of township trustee. lle and 
his wife are members of the Catholic church, in which faith they reared their 
children, and he is a member of St. Joseph's Benevolent Society at Nalida. 


Qn-June to, 1872, 1. Jacob Smith was united in marriage with lloren- 
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tine Verhoff, a member of one of the county’s old families, and to this union 
there were born seven children, as follow: I*rank J., with whom this sketch 
particularly treats; Hubert, born on January 20, 1875; Wilhelmina, born on 
Aprils, 1o77 > |. Aveust, born on May 12) 1882: Antheny,, born on April 
17, 1665; Liarry, bor on june, 19, 1666, and died-on September, 1, 1802, 
and William. | 

rank J. Smith, first born of the above union, received his early edu- 
cation at St. Michael’s parochial school, assisting his father on the farm 
during the vacation periods. During the years of his young manhood he 
“worked out” for three years and on June 10, 1903, was united in marriage 
with Tfelena WNahle, the daughter of Prank and Bernardina (Brinkman) 
Kahle, members of an old family in this county, whose genealogy is given 
special mention in the biographical sketch which appears elsewhere in this 
volume under the name of I’rank Kahle, the father of Mrs. Smith. 

After his marriage, frank J. Smith moved onto the farm on which he 
“now resides and which he bought from his father a couple of months previous 
to his marriage. This farm originally consisted of one hundred acres, which 
Mr. Smith enlarged in 1911 by the purchase of forty acres in Greensburg 
township, which he uses for pasture. Since taking over this farm, he has 
greatly improved the same and now has one of the best and most completely 
appointed farms in that part of the county. In addition to general farming, 
Mr. Smith engages quite extensively in the raising of cattle, his herd of full- 
blooded Herefords providing him with considerable profit. 

To Frank J. and Helena (Iahle) Smith there have been born six chil- 
dren, as follow: Ignatius Albert Jacob, born on May 8, 1904; IYranz Oth- 
mar Heironomous, born on December 1 , 1906; Hubert Norbert Oscar, born 
on May 15, 1908; ltranz William Harold, born on January 10, 1910; Marie 
I*rancesca Clara, born on November 13, 1911, and Maria Anna Wilhelmina, 
born on July 1, 1913. 

Frank T. Smith and wife are devoted members of St. Michael’s Catho- 
lic church at Kalida and are earnest workers in all the beneficences of that 
parish. Mr. Smith is a member of St. Joseph's Benevolent Society and 1s 
likewise interested in all the good works of his community, he and Mrs. 
Smith being active in the various local movements designed to elevate the 
common welfare. Ile is one of the trustees of the Nalida Mutual Telephone 
Company and finds time, in connection with the multifarious duties of his 
farm to give proper attention to the public affairs of the township, in the 
good government of which he is deeply interested. The Smith family are 
known far and near for their amiability and hospitality and are quite popu- 
lar among all classes throughout that section of the county. 
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MOSTON WOOD. 


To a great extent the prosperity of the agricultural sections of our 
country is due to the honest industry, the steady persistence, the unswerving 
perseverance and the wise economy which commonly characterize the farming 
element of the Buckeye state. Among this class may be mentioned Moston 
\Wood, who, by reason of years of indefatigable labor and honest effort, has 
not only acquired a well-merited material prosperity, but has also richly 
earned the highest esteem of all with whom he has been associated. 

Moston Wood was born near West Cairo, Allen county, Ohio, on Sep- 
tember 21, 1869, and is descended from sterling English ancestry. His 
parents were Sanford B. and Susan (Trice) \Wood. Sanford Wood was 
born, in, Allen; county.on December 31, 1846, the son of Albert G. Wood, a 
native of Logan’ county, Ohio. Albert G. came to Allen county in young 
manhood with his parents, who had entered land from the government, 
adjoining what is now the city of Lima. Albert \Wood’s father, Christopher 
Wood, the great-grandfather of Moston Wood, was one of the most promi- 
nent and active men of his community in pioneer days. He helped to lay out 
the city of Lima, in 1831, became the first judge of Allen county and was 
one of the commissioners appointed to locate the county seat. He was born 
in kentucky in 1769, and was in many respects a remarkable man, serving 
on the frontier as an Indian scout and engaging in many of the border cam- 
paigns, including those of the War of 1812. He settled on Sugar creek in 
Allen county about 1824, where he continued to reside for many years. Albert 
Wood, who had come to Allen county when about fifteen or sixteen years of 
age, was twice married and to his. first union were born nine children, of 
whom Sanford L., the father of Moston, was the youngest. Sanford B, 
\Vood was about six years of age when his mother died and his father after- 
ward married Mrs. Mary (Snyder) Trice, to which union were born five 
children, three girls and two boys. Albert Wood bought a farm two miles 
south of West Cairo and on that place Sanford B. Wood was reared to man- 
hood. He enlisted as a private in the Sixty-fourth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry, in 1863, and served throughout the remainder of that strugele, 
participating in eleven battles and taking part with Sherman in his famous 
march to the sea. Upon the conclusion of hostilities he returned home and 
was married to Susan ‘Trice, a native of Hagerstown, Maryland. Her father 
dying in Maryland, Mrs. Wood was brought by her mother to \West Cairo, 
Ohio, where she grew to womanhood and remained until her marriage to 
Sanford Wood. After his marriage Mr. Wood operated the old home farm 
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for a number of years, and when Moston Wood was eleven years old the 
family came to Putnam county, locating on eighty acres of land two miles 
northwest of Vaughnsville, in Sugar Creek township, which is Moston Wood's 
present residence. To these parents were born eight children, Mollie, the wife 
of J. Ie. Deffenbaugh; Moston, the immediate subject of this review; Charlie, 
who married Tillie Syfert; William T., who married Grace Weaner; Albert 
I., who married Bertha Griffith; Garheld, who married Bessie Kimer; Walter 
\W., who married [ellie Syfert, and one who died in infancy. 

Moston Wood spent his early childhood days on the home farm, in 
Allen county, but his later youth was spent on the farm to which the family 
moved in Putnam county, where he received his education. He remained 
with his father on the home farm until attaining his majority, when he was 
engaged in various employments, until about 1896, when he engaged in the 
threshing business at which he had been employed somewhat during the 
previous six years. About this time, he located at Kimer, where he resided 
the following five years, and then moved to a farm one-half mile east of 
Rimer, which was his home during the following decade. Upon leaving 
Kimer, he disposed of his threshing machine and business and gave his entire 
attention to his farm. On March 7, 1913, Mr. Wood purchased the farm 
one-half mile west of Rimer, where he now lives and where he is engaged in 
the operation of fifty acres of land, in addition to his home place. He has 
consistently followed general farming, raising all the crops common to this 
locality and, by giving attention to their rotation and the use of other suc- 
cessful methods of up-to-date farming, he has been prosperous to that degree 
in keeping with which his efforts were bestowed. He also raises a good grade 
of live stock and is an advocate of all advanced methods in agriculture. 

Moston Wood was united in marriage, on February 26; 1896, to Ada 
Elnora Deffenbaugh, who was born on June 2, 1873, in Nemaha county, 
IXKansas, the daughter of Albert G. and Mary Elizabeth (Rohrer) Deffen- 
baugh. Albert G. Deffenbaugh was a native of Putnam county, Ohio, the 
son of John and Anna (Marshall) Deffenbaugh, who were natives of Penn- 
sylvania, whence they came to Putnam county in the early days, entering land 
from the government in Sugar Creck township. Mr. Deffenbaugh was 
prominent in the early political life of the community and for several years 
etheiently filled the position of county auditor. Mary [Elizabeth Rohrer was 
the daughter of Daniel Rohrer and was born in Champaign county, Ohio. 
To Moston and Ada I. (Deffenbaugh) Wood have been born two children, 
Lewis Raymond, on December 25, 1896, and Glenn Donald, October &, 1908. 


Mrs. Wood is one of seven children, the others being: Asa leslie, who mar- 
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ried Clara Harrison; John Ezra, who married Mollie Wood; Louis Samuel, 
who died at the age of twelve years; Roy C., who married Nettie Bochmer ; 
Lizzie May, who died at the age of sixteen years, and William B., who mar- 
ried Agnes Laudick. 

Mr. Wood is a Republican and has rendered efficient service as the 
trustee of Sugar Creek township, having been elected to that office in Novem- 
ber, 1913. He attends the Christian church of which his wife 1s a member 
and to the support of which he liberally contributes. Mr. Wood is distinc- 
tively one of the leading citizens of the township in which he lives and, as 
such, has made his influence felt among his fellow men and earned a name 
for enterprise, integrity and honor that entitles him to worthy notice in a 
work of the nature of this volume. 


JOHN D. WILLIAMS. 


The two most important economic problems of agriculture from the 
social point of view and from the point of view of those engaged in the 
industry, are greater production and improved market facilities. John D. 
Williams, one of the best-known and most prominent farmers of Sugar 
Creek township, Putnam county, Ohio, is a man who, throughout his active 
career as a farmer, has emphasized the need of greater protection and better 
facilities for market. Mr. Williams’s remarkable success as a farmer and 
stockman has resulted from two or three principal conditions. In the first 
place, Mr. Williams has for a long period of years forcefully applied him- 
self to the problems of the farm and especially to the problem of larger pro- 
duction. Tle is a man who has made a close study of marketing and always 
has been able to get the best prices for lis farm products. Aside from his 
material success in his life’s vocation, Mr. Williams is a man of genteel per- 
sonality, intelligent, broad minded and liberal in his attitude. 

John D. Williams was born in Licking county, Ohio, March 10, 1862. 
He 1s the son of David L. and Mary (Griffith) Williams. David L. was 
born in North Wales, on June 16, 1832, and died on the old Williams home- 
stead, south of Vaughnsville, Ohio, on Iebruary 6, 1908, at the ripe old age 
of seventy-six years and eight months. David L. Williams was the son of 
Hugh and Catherine (Lloyd) Williams, both natives of North Wales. The 
former was a quarryman and was killed as a result of a blast in a stone 
quarry. Ilis death occurred when David, the father of John D., was a small 
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boy. Elis wife, Catherine, survived him only a few years. Vhey had four 
children, two sons and two daughters, the eldest of whom was David, the 
father of John D. 

David Williams spent his youth in Wales and while a boy he had the 
misfortune to receive an injury to one of his eyes, which nearly resulted’ in 
the loss of that member. He also suffered an injury to his knee that caused 
him to adopt the trade of a shoemaker. Ilortunately, the injured knee be- 
came well, in later years, and he then gave up his work as a shoemaker. 
David received a limited education in his native country, but later was able _ 
to improve himself and became a well-read man. He was very fond of 
music, in which he was quite proficient. He was a leader of the choir in the 
Congregational church at Vaughnsville for some time. This church he 
helped to organize and he was a charter member. \Vhen about twenty-four 
years of age he came to America, and located first at Rome, New York, in 
1856. Here he was employed for about a year on a farm, and then came 
to Licking county, Ohio, where he located at Newark, where he resumed 
farming. It was in Licking county that he was married, which marriage 
took place on February 1, 1860, when David \Villiams was twenty-eight years 
old. He was married to Mary Griffith, who was born in South Wales on 
September 17, 1835, and who was the daughter of William T. and Charlotte 
(Jones) Griffith. She came to America with her parents when a very small 
child, who settled in Licking county where they were farmers, and it was 
here they spent the remainder of their lives. They had nine children, seven 
girls and two boys. Mrs. \Williams was the third child. 

After his marriage, David Williams, who owned a small farm in Licking 
county, contmued to farm for about six years, when he moved to Putnam 
county in the spring of 1866, where he settled in Sugar Creek township, one 
mile south of Vaughnsville. Here he bought eighty acres of land and, a 
little later, added forty acres to the original farm, which was well improved 
for that time. It had a large frame house and barn and had about sixty 
acres of land cleared. David Williams was a very successful farmer. He 
came to America a poor boy and, by dint of energy and perseverance, accu- 
mulated about five hundred and sixty acres of land. He was a Republican in 
politics, but in late years became a Democrat. He was one of Putnam 
county’s most substantial citizens, a devout Christian, a man of high ideals 
and of unquestioned integrity. Elis wife, Mary (Griffith) Williams, was 
also a member of the Congregational church. She was a devoted wife and 
loving mother. She died about two years prior to her husband's death, 
May 19, 1907. They had ten children, seven sons and three daughters, all 
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of whom lived to maturity. These children are as follow: William G., 
born on November 15, 1860; John D., the subject of this sketch, March 10, 
1862; Catherine, October 14, 1863; Charlotte, August 7, 1865, died on July, 
1888; Thomas I°., January 16, 1867; David L., December 21, 1869; Henry 
R., November 5, 1871; Hugh, November 19, 1873; Mary, January 30, 1876, 
and Walter IX., November 26, 1878. All of these children married except 
Charlotte, who died at the age of twenty-three. | 

John D. Wilhams was born in Licking county, Ohio, and came to Put- 
nam county when about four years of age. Here he spent the remainder of 
his childhood and youth. He attended the old Michael district school and 
helped his father on the home place until twenty-five years of age, when he 
was married on December 22, 1887, to Mary Jones, who was born on Septem- 
ber 16, 1861, in Allen county, Ohio, and who was the daughter of Evan W. 
and Leah (Jones) Jones, both of whom-were natives of North Wales. They 
had four children who died in infancy, Jennie, Bessie and two others, who 
died at birth. 

After his marriage, Mr. Williams located on forty acres, part of a.one 
hundred and sixty-acre tract belonging to his father, two and one-half miles 
west of Vaughnsville. Later, he purchased this forty acres and forty addi- 
tional acres from his father.’’’Several years later, he added, at different 
times, thirty-eight and sixty-nine acres respectively, giving him a total of one 
hundred and eighty-six acres. Mr. Williams has improved his home place 
with a commodious, modern residence and a large barn and other buildings, 
in keeping with the surroundings. ‘The result is that he has one of the finest 
and best-improved farms in Putnam county. Mr. \Williams has always done 
general farming and has been very successful. | 

Mrs. Mary Wilhams died on. October 16, 1896. .Mr. Williams was 
again married on March 24, 1898, to Anna Jones, who was born in Frank- 
lin county on September 11, 1862, and who was the daughter of John D. 
and Mary (Davis) Jones. Both were natives of North Wales and both came 
to this country in 1858, five years after their marriage which took place on 
May 3, 1853. The former was a son of David and Catherine (Jones) Jones 
and was born on April 9, 1828. John D. Jones was a farmer by occupation 
and one of six children. The father died when he was but six years of age, 
and his mother when he was twenty-one years of age. At the age of nine, 
he started out in life for himself, working for his unele.. Tis wife, Mary, 
was born on August 5, 1828, and was the daughter of Richard and Sarah 
Davis. Mary was one of a family of nine children, seven of whom lived to 
maturity. John D. Jones died on January 12, 1876, in Putnam county. 


) OTs Jo gn orld wlan 




























PEN ee yh ae ORDO VD os i 0 MAMrUd 





oe) rT coallot cae: ee oath Wel) sect p enn ‘08 mer a ay ; 
ot dog ht shotote wu ta suajdne Sih}: wil rntlovl : OORT ee mroctereaedn'A vie orto” 
dul so boil 2081 .% ieugud. anobisd’) ; 2081 .p4 redeteO snitodie) ; OBL 
ewotl ;0081) 18 case yuk hive : ROI 7 Bhi OP anton :B881- 
ORT. OF vusiscnal wensdl, 72881 or sedenovol yhawhh sre Br yp tidenevo% Al 
oeoxo betriarce orblidy eaad? to, Ha PRAY, ; Oe: wae oneal yah vada baa 
| oa velvety: Wr}: Tareas out} 36 barb: ortw osobiad e . 
ut of yinee, bes, dO yyhanos Qriden nt cod eave ane YO) aol, 

Jo qebnisme sft anoge of oH | ays. Qo arexe wot jody nadwr vito? nent 
bree Joodge dointelh lessiotlt, blo ort bebasttn off | hiwoy baw boorlblids i 
of fodw, gs Jouemay. ouvitere tocar v4 THe soakq oreo ort ao vodish itt: haqlsd 
~easiged: no npod bie ody Ono, mi OAR: Me oy Ne 2s wedraese ) ao bert eave 
We neva io rstdeneh setvesve aly has oWlO! winner! noll. ov GO8r D1 toy 
yodT . 2oleV/ tisoVl To evita ooyenmeriy 7o tiod jaomol, (eanol) teo.! bus 
es hy rerio owt fase sized coin: omelet 1 fens seid ow notblidly welt bal 
i coe adnidite batts Oy 

880.68, 20. Tepe, eres NOT aby: horsa0b anergilli WT i V6 gaits eit ot A, a 
gslion Alsd-sno bry owt critsl 2id-otgnigaoled joptt s1os-yixte bas borbaud 
octbba oho bag estos ysnot aul beenelomg toads (rote ys allivendigis V Ye teow 
jnoiMih te babbs sd satel eresy brorsd (rotted eid anol eons Isnoit 
a0. 1o Inlet .« tishignentg. vey itoadne zov08 sevicssibiies bath nigiowynidy erat 
sonly osmod ell beYorgeth wegh aren) VL w gotos liaylgio brik’ howbenvl 
pribinacd sartio:, big erin aural & baw socehiesr arsbore erotborieoa as Pea any) 
‘jeorn alt ho. onto Bane Oi Satiet Alaean pst | eaniliomonang got iw niqood am : 
enob aye wit eat aeNLNS. bly. ineionoe, since A arte hon Aqini-tead ban 
; | ‘bee goood rented dar beta anil twisnag 
Biswe i itath, coh, ao Oke rachodaO): sie dents arrest walt: ee. | 
wasil i sod enw oni, genol: sont, or Boba dots Wl ro heirnern nies 
AI eto to tetdgueh, old Aisne uve. bite BO8t at odrrates? Ho Ndantes wit i 
gigs iod bue.aleW/ dino to keviien saaw aod Pr) (etvsd) SAalt 
10 asl door dsidw, agarriain molt son eee cad ‘awit: Bor tt’ euno> sith on | 
aanto |. (2estel, ) onion.) bes biveC tous @ esw andor oT 1) gear ie ok : 
 MOBRGINVO vd TeHETRY, g: wea. ponol,. Ad; sito /BSOr: “oni hy: no ra | eave Hie 
<ygge lo. ersoy xia and hai lic wate: iris vertsat sia vere sone ni mbes bas 










: ponies sation: alt 


sot 1 bor : 3 jou 938 » abi 2 is — si 


Ws POUINAM COUNTY, OFLEO. 


His wife, Mary, died on October 1, 1870, when her daughter Anna, the wife 


of Mr. Williams, was eight years of age. When two years of age, Mrs. 


Anna Williams came with her parents to Sugar Creek township, Putnam 
county, where they located two and one-half miles northeast of Vaughns- 
ville. Here she spent her childhood and here she attended the old Smith 
district school. She remained at home until her marriage to Mr. Williams, 
when she took up her present residence. | 

John D. Williams is an ardent Republican. He is a member of the 
Knights of Pythias Lodge No. 711, of Vaughnsville. He is also a member 


of the Congregational church and a trustee of this church. John D. Will- 


iams is one of Sugar Creek township’s and Putnam county’s most substantial 
and progressive citizens. He is well and favorably known throughout Put- 
nam county. 


LEAS: VT Me 


It is a well-attested maxim that the greatness of a community or state 


lies, not in the machinery of government or even in its institutions, but 


rather in the sterling qualities of the individual citizen in his capacity for 
high and unselfish effort and his devotion to the public welfare. In these 
particulars he whose name appears at the head of this review has conferred 


a dignity upon his locality. As an elemental part of the history, it is fitting 


to record a resume of his career, with the object of noting his connections 
with the advancement of one of the most flourishing and progressive sections 
of the commonwealth. No man in Putnam county stands higher in the 
esteem of his fellow citizens than Elias Welty, and very few men are better 
known than he. Very few have contributed as much as he to the industrial 
prestige of this county. As treasurer and general manager of Putnam 
county’s largest individual industry, Mr. Welty has been connected with 


every feature of Putnam county’s growth and prosperity during the last two 


decades. 
Ilias Welty was born on September 6, 1874, on the old Welty home- 
stead, two and one-half miles east of Pandora, Riley township, Putnam 


‘county, Ohio. He is the son of John U. and Catherine (Thut) Welty, whose 


family history is contained in the sketch of Mr. Welty’s brother, Aldine J., 
recorded elsewhere in this volume. 

Ilias Welty attended the Old Mulberry district school when a boy, and 
supplemented his education received there by a course in a school of corre- 
spondence, becoming an expert in drafting and outhning patterns. Tle re- 
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mained on the old home place and helped his father until he had reached his 
majority. At this time he took up the carpenter trade and followed it for 
one year. Ile then took a position as an engineer in the planing mill of 
Peter P. Weity, at Pandora, and retained this position for two years. In 
1897, Mr. \Welty joined with P. .\. and John AI. .Amstutz in the organization 
and erection of a mill at Pandora. ‘The concern was known as the Pandora 
Woolen Mill. Mr. \Velty continued in this business for two years, and 
then sold out. A new concern, known as the Pandora Manufacturing Com- 
pany, took over the assets of the old company and started an overall factory. 
At this time, Mr. Welty took a minor position with the new company, as 
well as a financial interest in it. He was an operator of a button machine, 
and held this position for six months, when he took up folding, along with 
other work, in the meantime. At the expiration of six months, he was en- 
gaged in spraying goods and as a helper in the cutting department. lollow- 
ing this, he devoted all his time to cutting with an electric cutter. It was at 
this particular time that he took up his correspondence schools work in draft- 
ing patterns and in making new designs. [le was in full charge of the cut- 
ting department for some time,—approximately five vears. By July, Tgoo, 
he had become so proficient in every detail pertaining to the management 
and manufacturing department of this company that the board of directors 
unanimously elected him treasurer and manager of the company, which was 
a distinct compliment and a tribute to his untiring efforts and ability in be- 
half of the company’s success. 

I*rom time to time, Mr. Welty has increased his financial holdings in 
the company, until he is now the largest stockholder. Hus efforts as treasurer 
and manager of the company have met with marked success, and to his ability 
is due, very largely, the credit for the splendid standing of this firm. The 
original business has grown to such an extent that, in tgt2, the company 
took over the plant of the New Ideal Overall Company at Celina, Ohio; and 
in the spring of 1913, the company opened an exclusive shirt factory at 
Zanesville, Ohio. Since which time, under the able management of Mr. 
Welty, the three plants, operated as one, have more than doubled their busi- 
ness. 

has Welty was married on October 14, 1807, at the age of twenty- 
three, to -Ilizabeth Amstutz, the daughter of Abraham and Catherine 
(Hiltvy) Amstutz. Mrs. Welty was born, August 26, 1873. Her family 
history is to be found in the sketch of P. A. Amstutz, and of Isaac Tilty, 
found elsewhere in this volume. She was born in Riley township, Putnam 
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county, Ohio, and attended the common schools. She resided with her par- 
ents on the Amstutz homestead until the time of her marriage. To Elias 
and Elizabeth (Amstutz) Welty six children have been born, all of whom 
are Wine and at nome, mer are as tollow:: Orrm® Stamey, Catherine 
Leona, Dorothy Klizabeth, Elmer Elias, Ruth Marie and Ledihlia Opal. 

has Welty 1s a Democrat, and while he has never taken an active 
interest in political affairs, he 1s a man whose judgment is respected and 
whose counsel is sought. He 1s a member of the Grace Mennonite church 
and active in the affairs of this denomination. Mrs. Welty is also a mem- 
her. In every respect, Elias Welty is a self-made, successful business man. 
In spite of obstacles, he has forged his way to the front, and has reached an 
enviable position as a head of Putnam county's largest industry. He is a 
business man of recognized ability and integrity, and a distinct asset to the 
conununity where he has spent practically all his I1fe, and where he ts so well 


known. 


JOHN E. THOMAS. 


Success is achieved only by the exercise of certain and distinct qualities 
of nature and it cannot be achieved without effort. Those to whom great 
epochal changes have been made in the political and industrial world, began 
early in life to prepare themselves for their peculiar duties and responsibilities. 
It was only by the most persevering and continuous endeavor that they suc- 
ceeded in rising superior to the obstacles in their ways and reaching the goal 
of their ambition. Such lives are an inspiration to others who are less cour- 
ageous and more prone to give up the fight before their ideal is reached or 
definite success attained. In the life history of John Ie. Thomas, there is 
positive evidence of those peculiar characteristics which make for achieve- 
ment and persistency coupled with fortitude in cordial and genial tempera- 
ment. As a consequence of exercising these qualities, Mr. Vhomas is today 
one of the leading farmers and most respected citizens of Sugar Creek town- 
ship, Putnam county, Olio. 

John [. Thomas was born in Sugar Creek township, Allen county, Ohio, 
March 23, 1859. Tle is the son of Ivan and Jane (I¢vans) Thomas. [Evan 
Vhomas was born in South Wales in 1827, and was the son of John Thomas 
and wife, who were natives of Wales. 

John Thomas came to America when [van was twelve years old, in 
83g. Tle came first to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvama, and here he remained for 
































CORTES WP re 


“py Tat, ie hobtas ‘ole: lates’ en fie bi 

aol? ..ogsirishr tl to aiid | oe ‘Nba’ wheter: tf 

road Jo Me rerod need coved) vero rbticl” we WATS? igs wk.) este bag 

satiodia). .volnsicd.) ciO heirs? ean Stee. eT “yeciork Hs bre gril Ete 
degQ -sildibad bem sit iA ii oth ool T etyoelnsitet vetoroC | saeroa.T 

oyfos is aeolad raven earl “e mitra” ‘aig. dsocereyt ce a ale Vf ent 

bans hejosqeot et teormnghny seo coer! een ey eunls {gaitilog: ab Yeorstnt 





Hs) 








daiuds atinennobl spit old To" qacltite bat SH tibentor 2) loarttno’y gaotty a 
<r g Oxo et vie ii): waht gotmni torah giv to au ‘etn ail i evi bas, 
or eesoinnd | lpbeasouire’ sbaterbya ts Ul BSE BaHet’, osqaet reve a aot” 
ne bodose asl bing Jjoort ort ud yaw dich hagiol aoel dd palantedo: Yo otiqa a 

ai oH, o¢vepbet deagyel 2 ‘anes eval to baodl 5 an “nobiicoy, afdaiante 
ms ard, dela Sioa me end wi ree , 








gait) vibe bisinigoosy ho. ts cer 


ti vlleiron wisi ath i tl i 





ot Si: 
et ; ah 





RAMONT 5 AOL 


esitilonp pee aie onbnniven i 5 seior9x9, pile vl ar Pale eh wk pune i 
isora, mony ot galt dpots Neorlaiws boveidos sd: tonstas i bre: Steet ih of 
gsged bhiove., hottienstont: Dine laatdilog, att. ai-obara mead avind aeons Iniloogs ” a 
eotiiulencn (eon bene agidtal natty WKY hart? not eo lonely SIBqO TY | Oy 9 if at uh RD rx 
-one yor! tod! qoreolnn aU EOD, foetus aayat Trewtod teotin alt: wad ¢ino aay 31 
Isog otlt anitonet bens een aed Ine aolosiado. ont oO noraqhe gnieit’ fig bsboe0 | 
~moo ezal ore oflw atailio cd, noideringst 8 OT vor done Ones. nigel) tales 
10 hotoset at Ipsbi tied roto than an qn ovte ot one srroner bens: avosee ” 
ai sted) zammodT .t adol, te grosetl wtiloit al benielia: cegsoe’ pura | 
-syoiilos tot orion. earch miler magi ts Hyaagy eeodt ie gous | dara » 
-sisqinal Initag brs Inibracs sit obutitnot dtiw. halqnos uouateiarny “Deiay sevorte 
yabos. vt esmmom | 7H. outlay, eon, yitiaigtexs: hay ‘gbqanpoetroag ee ‘eh Me meee 
“fhWO3 woot) MS: do wntasitia la moageot deacey bans rinaiuai haagprat ito a ° Me i 









Nig gis Wi 
hay Re, 


rt ‘io aay oie “in. nave oe pA is 
104 hrotigaror is ral bi pueda 





PUTNAM COUNTY, OIIIO. 755 


a short time, subsequently, coming to Sugar Creek township, Allen county, 
where he settled two miles east of Gomer. Here he established a home in 
the virgin forest, building quite a pretentious hewed log house with two 
large rooms and a center hall on the ground floor. He then proceeded to 
clear his land, and it was here that he remained until his death. John 
Thomas and wife had fourteen children, all boys, all of whom grew. to ma- 
turity, rearing large families themselves. 

Ivan’ ‘Thomas, the father’ of John. E!,’ was ‘one’ of thd fourteen tals 
He was twelve years of age when he came to America. He remained 1 
Pittsburgh for a few years and here learned the carpenter trade in which He 
hecame' very ‘proficient. He-was married in Pittsburgh to Jane Evans, who 
was a native of Wales and who came as a girl with her parents to America. 
They settled on a farm in Cambria county and remained there tor the bal- 
ance of their lives. Jane Evans was one of six children, four sons and two 
daughters. After [van Thomas's marriage, he moved to Allen county, locat- 
ing im Sugar Creek township, three miles cast of Gomer. ITlere he bought 
eighty acres which was heavily timbered. He first built a two-roomed log 
cabin with a shed lean-to and this served for a good many years. Later, 
he built a very substantial house of six or seven rooms, which a few years 
later was added to until it contained ten rooms, which house was built en- 
tirely of native timber. Jt had a center hall and a full basement. It is a 
noteworthy fact that John I. Thomas’s father was a skilled carpenter and 
made all the material from the rough lumber. THis house was built largely 
of black and white walnut, the doors, windows and other parts being worked 
out by hand. So well was it constructed that it is still in an excellent state 
of preservation and is still occupied as a residence. 

Ivan Thomas, the father of John [*., was a very industrious man. He 
managed to clear practically all of his farm during his residence here and, in 
addition, followed his trade as a carpenter in the nearby towns and counties. 
Ife finally retired and moved to Gomer, at which time he owned one hundred 
and twenty-five acres of well-improved land. He was an active member of 
the Congregational church at Gomer, of which he was a deacon. Tle was a 
Republican in polities. van Phomas was a man of strong will power and 
high ideals, and of unquestioned integrity. [lis wife, Jane evans, who lived 
a most useful and consistent life, a member of the Congregational church, a 
devoted and loving mother, died in the spring of 19gt1. Ter husband had 
preceded her by two years, having died in April, to09. They were the par- 
ents of ten children, seven daughters and three sons, two sons and two daugh- 


ters dying in infaney. “Those surviving were [lizabeth, the wife of David 
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Price, of, Gomer; ANenteounty };\Mary, the wife’of' Robert? Jones, of ‘Lima, 
Olio; Anna, deceased, the wile of ‘Vhomas James, of Stella, Nebraska; John 
Ie., the subject of this sketch; Margaret, the wife of \Wilham [lumphries, of 
Van Wert, Ohio; and Katie, who died unmarried at Gomer in 1892. 

John Ik. Thomas was born on his father’s old homestead farm, three 
mules east of Gomer, in Sugar Creek township, -\llen county. [lere he spent 
his childhood and youth. He attended the old Leipsic district school after 
which he attended school at the Ohio Northwestern University, at Ada, for 
two terms. After finishing school, Mr. Thomas continued to help his father 
on the old home farm. Here he remained until his marriage at the age of 
twenty-five. 

John. Ie... Phonmias) was married on ‘I*ebruiary, 24, 1887, to Lovetta M. 
Weaver, who was born in German township, Allen county, near Lima, Octo- 
ber 13, 1862, and who was the daughter of John and Sallie (Bowers) 
Weaver. \Jiohn (Weavérawas wborns ini-Roeckinghant* ‘county; Virginia, ‘in 
November, 1812, and was the son of Peter Weaver and wife, both of whom 
were natives of Germany, the former of Metz-on-the-Rhine. Peter Weaver 
came to America when a young man and settled first in Virginia, where he 
engaged in farming and where he remained until his declining years which, 
In company with his wife, he spent with his son, David, in Allen county. 
They, had three, sons, Peter; David:and John, the latter the father of Mrs. 
‘Thomas. 

John Weaver was born in Virginia and spent his early life there. He 
learned the cabinetmaker’s trade and received a good practical education. 
Ile was married to Sallie Bowers, also a native of Rockingham county, Vir- 
ginia, who was a daughter of John Bowers and wife, the former a native of 
Germany and the latter of Pennsylvania of German descent. John Bowers 
lived and died in the Shenandoah Valley. When Sallie Bowers was sixteen 
years of age, her father died and her mother spent the latter years of her 
life with her daughter, Lydia, at Petersburg, [lhnois. Sallie was one of 
four daughters, [lelena, Lydia, Salle and Mary. Sallie spent her early life 
in Virginia and was married, at Lacey Springs, to Mr. Weaver. After their 
marriage, they resided at this place for several vears and then moved to 
Allen county, Ohio, making the trip overland in a covered wagon. They 
settled in German township, three miles north of Lima, where John \Veaver 
bought one hundred and sixty aeres of land and to which he added thirty 
acres in later years. This farm he bought of a Mr. Custard, for forty dollars 
an acre, a record price in those days, the transaction causing considerable 


comment. [owas here that John Weaver remained during the rest of his 
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life, dying in November, 1&8g2. Tis wife had preceded him by about twelve 
years. 

Although not a practical farmer, John Weaver, nevertheless, was an 
active man. He was a notary public for many years and a justice of the 
peace for about forty years, the duties of these offices requiring all of his 
time. Ile was a successful man, financially, and a man who enjoyed the 
universal respect and confidence of his fellow citizens. In politics, he was a 
Democrat. He was a charter member of the Christian church at Cairo and 
was a deacon in that church until his death. 

John and Sallie (Bowers) Weaver had ten children, eight daughters 
and two sons, Mary, who became the wife of Frank Cupp, of Ava, Illinois; 
Hannah, who married Doctor’Croney, of Columbus, Ohio; Sarah, deceased, 
who was the wife of Henry Irvin, of’ Lima, Ohio; Samantha, who married 
Dirt ty lawin, Of , Lancaster, Calitornia: ‘Ollie; . who: married Nicholas 
Rteiter, of Elida, Ohio; Prank? who 1s a tarmer at Beaver’ Dam Ohio ?ida, 
who became the wife of Iugene Ritenour, of Ilda, Ohio; Lydia, who mar- 
ried Idward Tnslen, of Gomer, Ohio; Lovetta, who is the wife of Mr. 
homas;.and Willian, of Lima, Ohio. 

Prior to his marriage, Mr. Thomas spent four or five years as a clerk 
at Lima, Ohio. After his marriage, he settled on eighty acres of his father’s 
land in the southwestern part of Sugar Creek township, Putnam county, 
only ten acres of which land was cleared. Mr. Thomas built a four-roomed 
frame house to which he moved later, where he and his wife have resided 
since. Mr. Thomas proceeded to clear and drain the land which has prac- 
tically been completed. In addition to the original eighty, some years later, 
Mr. Thomas purchased eighty acres on the south, about twenty-five acres of 
Which was cleared, the remainder having since been put under cultivation. 
In addition to other improvements, Mr. Thomas has added five rooms to his 
residence, built a large frame barn, a cattle shed and other buildings. Today 
he has one of the finest and best-improved farms in Putnam county. 

John FE. and Lovetta M. (Weaver) Thomas have had four children, 
Grace and Glenn, twins; Juanita and Bernice. Grace and Glenn were born 
on April 7, 1&go, and the latter died on September 7, 1890; Grace, who gradu- 
ated from Dehance College, is now a member of the faculty of the Paulding 
high school; Juanita, January 25, 1892, is now the wife of J. C. Slusser, of 
Ada, Ohio, and has one child, Roger Weaver; Bernice, March 23, 1896, is a 
eraduate of the Vaughnsville high school. 

John Tk. Thomas has always done general farming and has been very 


successful) Tle as a member of the Niaights of Pythias Lodge No. 711, 
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of Vaughnsville. John FE. Thomas and wife are members of the Ottawa 
Christian church where Mr. Thomas is treasurer of this congregation. John 
Ik. Thomas 1s one of Sugar Creek township's well-known and progressive 
farmers; in fact,-he is rated as one of the best farmers in this section of the 
state. His standing in the community is of the very highest and he is popu- 
lar with all classes of people. Mr. Thomas has served as justice of the peace 
for one term and for several terms as a member of the township school 
board. In addition to his interests in farming, he had considerable success 


in buying and selling live stock. 


PVs ME REGGE: 


Dependent, very largely, upon his own resources from his early youth, 
Wilham It. Reiger, of Sugar Creek township, has attained no insignificant 
success. «And though he may have, like most men, encountered obstacles and 
met with reverses, he has pushed steadily forward, ever willing to work for 
the success he has achieved. Jlis tenacity and fortitude are due, no doubt, 
ina large measure to the worthy traits inherited from his sterling father and 
ancestors. [tis high ideals and correct principles he has ever sought to per- 
petuate in his relations of life. 

Wilham I. Reiger was born on March 31, 1876, four miles north of 
Dayton, in Montgomery county, Ohio. He 1s the son of Iephraim and Chris- 
tiana (Busche) Reiger. [phraim Reiger was born in November, 1841, at 
Baden, Germany, and was the son of Leopold and Christine (Sipe) Reiger. 
Leopold Reiger was a farmer by occupation, who also conducted a vineyard. 
Ile came to Anierica in 1847 and settled in Montgomery county, Ohio, near 
Dayton, where he purchased a farm and remained for the balance of his life. 
There were three children born to Leopold and Christine (Sipe) Reiger, 
Ephraim, the father of Wilham E.; Minnie, the wife of Valentine Henne, 
who resided in Dayton, and Barbara, deceased. 

Iphraim Keiger came to America with his parents at the age of six 
years and spent his childhood in Montgomery county, where he attended the 
common schools and as a young man was employed as a farmer in Mont- 
gomery and adjoining counties. Ele also worked some time im Van \Wert 
county. .\t the age of twenty-seven he was married to Christiana Busche, 
of Montgomery county, who was born there in September, 1851. She was a 
daughter of William and Christiana (Arrat) Busche, both of whom were 
natives of Germany. Wilham Busche was a farmer by occupation and spent 
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practically all his life after coming to America in Montgomery county. Will- 
iain and Christiana (Arrat) Busche had eight children, hyve daughters and 
three sons, Wilham, Jacob, Charles, Callie, Rosie, Matilda, Annie and Chris- 
tiana, the mother of Mr. Reiger. Christiana spent her childhood in Mont- 
gomery county and remained there until her marriage. After the marriage 
of Iephraim Reiger he remained in ALlontgomery county for sixteen years, 
where he was engaged in farming. Subsequently he moved to Putnam county, 
settling in Sugar Creek township, where, five years previously, he had pur- 
chased eighty-six and one-half acres two miles east of Vaughnsville. It was 
known as the Nichols farm. This farm had a four-room log house and a 
log barn. The land at this time had been about half cleared, I¢phraim Reiger 
clearing the remainder, excepting six acres. He improved the farm by the 
erection of a commodious nine-room residence, a large barn (forty by one 
hundred and eleven feet), and other buildings in keeping with home-like 
surroundings. To his original holdings I¢phraim Reiger added forty acres 
on the north, making a total of one hundred and twenty-six and one-half 
acres. his farm comprises as fine land as is to be found anywhere in 
Putnam county. I¢phraim Reiger continued to live on the farm until the 
spring of 1904, when he retired and moved to Columbus Grove, where he 
now resides. ‘He and his wife have had six children: Lorena is unmar- 
ried and lives at home; Wilham [«. is the subject of this sketch; Lenora is un- 
married and lives at home; Arthur resides at Dayton, Ohio; Myrtle is the 
wife of Benjamin Seitz, Jr., and they have three children, Emerson, Chris- 
tine and Mildred; dna is unmarried and lives at home. 

William It. Reiger came with his parents to Putnam county, at the age 
of eleven years, and attended the district school, known as “.\be’s College.” 
After finishing the common schools he continued to help his father on the 
old home place, where he has resided ever since. At the age of twenty-seven, 
on March 2, 1904, Mr. Reiger was married to Ida Smith, who was born one 
and three-fourth miles east of Vaughnsville, in Sugar Creek township, March 
23, 1878. She is the daughter of James I*. and Eliza (Slusser) Smith. 
James I. Smith was born on the old Smith homestead, two miles northeast 
of Vaughnsville, on April 10, 1842. Ile is the son of James and Mary 
(Stoner) Smith. The complete history of the Smith family is to be found 
ma sketch appearing elsewhere in this volume, of C. R. Smith, whose father 
was James I. Smith's brother. [liza Slusser was born in Shelby county, 
Ohio, January 7, 1845, and died in Columbus Grove, December 16, 1QO7. 
James I’. and Tliza Smith had eleven children, as follow: Ira: James and 
Joseph, twins; Ollie, the wife of has Williams: Benjamin, who lives at 
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Vaughnsville; Imma, the wife of C. H. Huffman; Ida A., the wife of. Mr. 
Reiger; Anna, who died at the age of sixteen; Leuella, the. wife of Alfred 
Newton, of Bowling Green, Ohio; Jennie, the wife of Gomer Williams, of 
Cambridge, Ohio, an¢d Jesse... ,liday A., the wile of Mas Kieiger, ispent: her 
childhood on the old home place and remained there until her marriage. 

William le. Reiger took charge of the home farm after his marriage, 
and has lived upon it since that time. Ile has always done general farm- 
ing and is an extensive breeder of thoroughbred Polled-Durham cattle and 
Duroc-Jersey hogs. 

William I. Reiger is a member of the Christian church at Vaughnsville. 
fle has been a trustee and chorister of this church for many years. His wife 
is also a member. Mr. Reiger is one of Sugar Creek townships most sub- 
stantial farmers. He is well and favorably known and enjoys the confidence 
of all his neighbors. He is a Democrat and is a member of Knights of 
Pythias Lodge No. 711, at Vaughnsville. 


BENJAMIN KIRKENDALL. 


lew residents of Putnam county, Ohio, are as well and favorably known 
as the enterprising farmer and representative citizen whose life story is here 
briefly told. None stands higher than he in the confidence and esteem of the 
community in which he resides, and for the material advancement of which 
he has devoted much of his time and influence. 

3enjamin Kirkendall, a well-known farmer of Greensburg township, 
Putnam county, Ohio, 1s descended from patriotic stock, and was born on a 
farm in Greensburg township, January 4, 1851, the son of Daniel and Eliza- 
beth Kirkendall, who moved from Columbiana county, Ohio, to Putnam 
county, where they hved only two years, returning to their former home, 
where they spent the remainder of their lives. [¢lizabeth Kirkendall was a 
daughter of John and Ruth Crawford, life-time residents of Columbiana 
county, Ohio. Their children were David, Perry, who was killed during the 
Civil War; Sarah, Elizabeth, the mother of Benjamin Nirkendall. The 
Crawford family figures prominently in the early history of Ohio. Colonel 
Crawford, one of the ancestors of Benjamin Nirkendall, was captured by the 
Indians and burned at the stake. 

senjamin Wirkendall was educated in the public schools of Greensburg 


township. When a young man he worked on his father’s farm, and also on 
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other farms of the neighborhood, working by the day and month. He also 
made considerable money chopping rails and constructing ditches. 

Benjamin Wirkendall was married on December 25, 1895, to Minnie 
Campbell, the daughter of John and [ellen (McWinley) Campbell, the former 
a native of Putnam county, and the latter of Columbiana county, Ohio. John 
Campbell was a son of Robert and \Winitred (Guy) Campbell, the former a 
native of Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, and the latter of Columbiana 
county, Ohio. They were married in Pennsylvania, and, shortly after their 
marriage, came to Putnam county, Ohio. ‘They lived here for a short time 
and purchased forty acres of land. This land Mr. Campbell traded for a 
horse and sleigh and returned to Pennsylvania. Subsequently, he came back 
to Putnam county, and located on a farm here, where he also established a 
blacksmith shop. Their children were: Matthew, Sarah Jane, Jesse, Richard, 
John, George, Henry, Elizabeth, Rachel, Almira and three who died young. 
IHen (McGinley) Campbell was a daughter of Charles and Mary Ann Mc- 
Ginley, the former’a native of Treland: ‘They settled on’a farm in Putnam 
county, and were the parents of the following children: Sarah Ann, Mar- 
varet, Elizabeth, Mary and Ellen. 

John Campbell, the father-in-law of Mr. Wirkendall, was a soldier in 
the Civil War, having served in Company C, One Hundred and Twenty- 
ninth Kegiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry. After his marriage, he moved 
to a farm in Perry township, and one year later moved to Greensburg town- 
ship, where he now lives. He is the owner of two hundred and five acres 
of fine farming land. Mrs. Campbell died in 1914. They had eight children, 
Robert, Albert, deceased; Minnie, Ivy, Gertrude, deceased; Chester, Leo, 
deceased, and Benjamin. 

3efore his marriage, Benjamin Kirkendall lived for a time in Michigan 
with his parents, where the family lived for one year, at which time they 
returned to Putnam county. After his marriage, he moved to a farm which 
he had previously purchased in Greensburg township. This farm consists of 
fifty acres, and here Mr. Kirkendall and his wife have lived for nineteen 
years. Mr. Wirkendall is a general farmer and makes a specialty of raising 
Shorthorn cattle. 

Benjamin Wirkendall and wife are the parents of three children. only 
one of whom is now living, Gertrude, was born on December 6, 1896, and 
died in 1907; Dorothy, born on April 21, 1902, died at the age of nine 
months, and Datha, born on January 16, 1904. 

scnjamin Kirkendall and wife formerly belonged to the Methodist 
episcopal church, but are now active members of the United Brethren church. 
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Mr. Kirkendall is a Democrat, and has served his party and the citizens of his 
township in several important public positions, among which was the office 
of township trustee, member of the school board and road superyisor. Mr. 
Kirkendall is an industrious, honored, honest and hardworking farmer, and 
is a man possessed with a genial temperament and is popular where he lives. 


GRORGE, WMI. 


Putnam county is indebted, perhaps, to the Miller fanuly as much as to 
any other, for its wondrous transtormation to. one of the treasures of the 
Buckeye state; for members of this family have been leaders in agricultural, 
industrial and, civic affairs. since the early days. I[ach, with a fidelity to 
duty and a persistency of purpose peculiar to that class of men who take the 
lead in large affairs, has performed well his duty in all the relations of life, 
and while advancing his own interests, he has not been unmindful of the 
eeneral welfare of his fellow citizens. Thus the members of this family 
rightfully deserve an honored page in the history of this locality. 

George \W. Muller was born in Sugar Creek township, on April 25, 1864, 
a son of Jacob \V. and Catherine (Best), Miller... Jacob W. Maller was born 
near Piqua,,OQhio.,on September 19, 1831, a son.of Jackson and Margaret 
(Teegarden) Miller. Jackson Miller and wite were both natives of Pennsyl- 
vania, coming to Ohio ina very early day, and locating near Piqua, where 
they were married. Shortly afterward, when George \V.’s father, their son 
Jacob, was about one year old, they came to Putnam county, locating on 
what became a part of Sugar Creek township, Allen county, where they spent 
the remainder of their, lives. Margaret Teegarden’s father, Peter Tee- 
garden, came to Putnam county in the early days, and entered government 
land, buying twelve quarter sections in one body. ‘This land he distributed 
among his children, one of whom, Margaret, was the subject’s grandmother, 
who received one of these quarter sections. On this old homestead, Jacob 
Miller was reared to manhood, and received lis education in the schools of 
the neighborhood. At about the age of twenty-seven years, he was married 
to Catherine Best. [le was one of nine children born to his parents, eight of 
whom grew to maturity, namely: Jacob, Thzabeth, Nancy Ann, Margaret, 
Lucinda, Mary, who died in infancy, Jackson, Ilisha and William. [ach 
of these received from his parents eighty acres of land. Vhat inherited by 
Jacob hes one and three-quarter mules east of Vaughnsville. After his mar- 
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riage to Catherine Best, at the age of about twenty-seven years, he continued 
to operate the old home place, and there remained until his death, which oc- 
curred on January 17, 1906. Ilis wife, Catherine, who was born im, 1841, 
died on Ifebruary 17, 1914. She was the daughter of George and Hannah 
(Sneary) Best, natives of Tuscarawas county, who settled in Union town- 
ship when aha was about twelve years of age, and there George Best 
and wife spent the remainder of their lives. Jacob Miller was a hard-work- 
ing man, and by good management and strict economy accumulated an estate 
of four hundred acres, from’ which, at his death, each of his children re- 
ceived forty acres. To him and his wife were born a large family, all of 
whom grew to maturiiy, namely: William, now deceased; George; Sarah, 
deceased; James; Jane; Ann; Margaret, deceased; Mary, and Allen. 

George \W. Miller was reared under the parental roof, securing a good, 
practical, common school education, and on the death of his father, received 
the northwest forty-acre tract of the original one hundred and sixty acres of 
lus father’s estate. To this he later added fifty acres of the north and twenty 
acres on the east, thus giving him a splendid farm of one hundred and ten 
acres. [le remained, continuously, on the old home place, until about 1912, 
when he moved to Is present residence and the farm which was formerly 
known as the James Garner place. Here he carried on general farming 
operations and also gave some attention to the breeding of thoroughbred 
Double Standard Polled Durham cattle. He is progressive and wide-awake 
in his methods of farming and has earned a high reputation in his com- 
munity because of his success. The buildings are kept in the best of repair, 
and the general condition of the farm indicates the owner to be a man of 
good ideas and splendid taste. 

George’ W. Miller was united in’ marriage on January 27, I91t, to 
Ruhama Vandemark, who was born in Union township, on June 20, 1888, a 
daughter of [Ilmer and Dora (Osborn) Vandemark, the former a native of 
Union township, and the latter of \ilen county. To this union has been 
born one child, Nennith Ewing, on August 28, 1914. 

George \W. Miller is an earnest Democrat, while his religious views are 
those of the Christian church, of which his wife is also a member, and to 
which they give earnest support. Mr. Miller is well and favorably known 
throughout his section of Putnam county as a result of the industrious life 
he has lived here, being regarded by everybody as a man of sound business 
principles, thoroughly up-to-date in all phases of agriculture and stock rais- 
ine, and as a man, who, while advancing his individual interests, does not 


neglect his duties as a citizen. 
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PRANK HE DELBROCK. 


In most agricultural communities there are farmers who stand out 
among the citizens of the community, not so much for the volume of their 
wealth, or the amount of land they own, as tor the skill, care and intelli- 
gence with which their farms are cultivated; for their native’ and acquired 
interest and information in the larger phases of the vocation of farming; 
for their breadth of sympathy and general information on public questions ; 
for their innate personal ability, aside from any material success which they 
may have attained. One of the farmers of Jackson township, Putnam 
county, Ohio, who belongs in this class is rank Idelbrock, whose home 1s 
a model of neatness, comfort and hospitality, and is graced with the womanly 
charm of a devoted and intelligent wife and mother. 

Born near Glandorf, in Putnam county, Ohio, May 28, 1864, Frank 
Ikdelbrock is the grandson of Peter and Anna M. [delbrock, who were 
natives of Prussia, and who, after their marriage in that country in 1823, 
farmed there until 1834, when they emigrated to the United States, landing 
at Baltimore, Maryland, and later coming to Glandorf, in Putnam county, 
Ohio, where they were pioneer farmers, and where they lived until their 
death. He died in 1844, and was survived by his wife, who lived until 1864. 
Of their nine children all are now deceased. William and Frank, both of 
whom were volunteer soldiers in the Civil War, and who served in the 
Thirty-seventh Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, gave the best years of 
their life to the service of their country, and I*rank died in the service. The 
other children were [lenry, Louse, Mrs. Mary C. Bruskutter, dward, Theo- 
dore, an infant buried at sea during the voyage to America, and Andrew, 
who was Mr. I¢delbrock’s father. 

Andrew [Edelbrock was a lad six years old when his parents emigrated 
to America. Born near Vilda, Prussia, on January 6, 1827, he lived on his 
father’s farm near Glandorf, in Greensburg township, attended the public 
schools of his generation, and, when fifteen years of age, worked for a short 
time as clerk at Shiloh, Ohio, returning to Greensburg township in 1856. 
lour years later he was married to Catherine [lerlage, and, after his mar- 
riage, lived on a farm of eighty acres in. Greensburg township. He moved 
to a farm of two hundred and forty acres in Jackson township in 1870, and 
in 1907 removed to Kalida, where he lived retired until his death, July 6, 
1O1r3. Tle and lis wife were members of the St. Michael’s Catholic church. 


Qt their twelve children, six are living and six are deceased, as follow: 
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William TI., Mary, rank, Ignatius, Albert and Iemma, living; and Barney, 
Plelena, Jolin, “vimalta, “Wetenrane Ania, “deéctased: 

The parents of Mrs. Catherine (Herlage) [Edelbrock came to this coun- 
try before their marriage, settled on a farm in Greensburg township after 
their marriage, and reared a family of four children, all of whom are de- 
ceased, as follow: Cathetime,shiclena, Mary “and* “ana CPhey were “imem- 
bers of St. John’s Catholic church at Glandorf. 

[Educated in Greensburg township, Putnam county, Ohio, and reared 
on hus father’s farm in that township, Itrank I¢delbrock, after having reached 
his majority, rented the Nimmerle farm, in Jackson township, and remained 
there until some time after his marriage, when he removed to the Pott farm, 
In section 11, of Jackson township, where he lived for about two years, hav- 
ing previously purchased eighty acres in section 12 in Jackson township. 
Atter leaving the Pott farm, he moved to this farm, and here-he has erected 
substantial buildings. including a splendid barn and residence. Mr. [del- 
brock owns forty acres in Greensburg township, which he uses for pasture, 
and which he has cleared and drained. He does general farming and makes 
a specialty of raising Elereford and Durham cattle. His farm is very attrac- 
tive, has a splendid driveway which appears to the very best advantage dur- 
ing any season of the year. 

Frank Edelbrook was married on November 25, 1895, to Katherine 
Suniuners, a daughter of Wilham P. and Mary Summers of Union township, 
the former of whom was born in County Clare, Ireland, in 1823, and who 
was the son of Thomas and Ixatherine Summers. Thomas Summers was 
the son of a wealthy contractor whose property was confiscated as a conse- 
quence of the part he took in the Kebellion of 1798 in Ireland, and with his 
children he was forced to flee the country. At the age of ten years, William 
P. Summers became a clerk to a priest and, while acting in this capacity, ran 
away to sea and became an able seaman, visiting almost every country in the 
world. He sailed around Cape Horn to California, in 1849, became a gold 
miner of that country and later was a gold miner in Australia. Returning to 
Ireland, he was married, March 15, 1857, to Mary Martin, and coming to 
America with his bride shortly after their marriage, they settled first) in 
Seneea county, Olio, and in 1861 came to Putnam county, living first’ in 
Kalida and later ona farm. During the last few years the venerable Wilham 
P. Summers and his wife have lived in Kalida. Tle has served as postmaster 
of Kalida, as township clerk, as constable, and in other minor offices. Te 
has always been a Democrat. Tle is well-versed in travel lore and, being 


possessed of a brilliant metelleet, is able to tell many imteresting tales of his 
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extensive travels. William P. Summers and wife were the parents of nine 
children. 

Mrs. [¢delbrook has been the mother of three children: William, born 
on August 1, 1896, and who died on September 28, 1898; Mary, April 18, 
1898; and [dward, January 5, 1903. She was a school teacher before her 
marriage, and is a woman of splendid intellectual attainments, Possessed 
of remarkable literary ability, she has been a prodigious contributor to news- 
papers and magazines, especially the Ohio Farmer and Orange Judd weeklies. 
Her contributions to the various farm papers have been admired for their 
practical utility. Coming as they do from the practical wife of a practical 
farmer, and dealing with the commonest matters of farm hfe from a woman's 
point of view, they have been widely read. Mrs. [delbrook has applied her 
scientific knowledge of the farm successfully to the management of her 
poultry farm and has been very successful in all of her undertakings. Her 
co-operation and sympathetic interest contributed largely to the success of 
her husband. 

lerank delbrook and wife are members of St. Michael's Catholic church 
at Kalida. Mr. Edelbrook 1s a popular, industrious and enterprising farmer, 
a valuable citizen in his community and one who ts widely admired by the 
people of Putnam county. 


DAV iS. VAN S. 


The student interested in the history of Putnam county, Ohio, does not 
have to carry his investigation far in jts annals before learning that David 5. 
Ievans has been an active and leading representative of the agricultural inter- 
ests and that his labors have proven a potent force in making this a rich 
farming region. Vor a number of years, Mrs. Evans has carried on farm- 
ing, gradually improving his farm and, while he has prospered in this, he 
has also found ample opportunity to assist in the material development of 
the county and his co-operation has been for the general good, 

David S. Evans is descended from a sterling line of Welsh ancestry, 
being the son of David and Elizabeth (Davis) [evans and the grandson of 
William and Margaret vans. David Evans, Sr., was born in North Wales 
in 1827 and, in his native land, was reared during his youth and received his 
early education. In young manhood, he came to America, settling first in 
Butler county, Ohio, where he followed the occupation of farming. Later 
he came to Allen and Putnam counties and, after his marriage in 1871, set- 
tled one mile south of Rimer in Sugar Creek township, where he bought 



























(en) 


Ut S reM OY WAY ud 


oitict to Ainigny ort sow olive be. eben 4 wii 


a asunilli' aon souls te an ott rig ‘i # cand as 
8 Ay tg... wari) (8081 OS radrregiqae. ho both cnkue brag OBI i packs ee 
i yigiad vorlosat loorlse & emu ote .Z0R1 s: rang, wbiswbat. bag : BoB 
boeeoeeo'l  etrersaisits inmdvoll ean bibaalye to. puietvoyr ae bor Og htristtt ie 
_-ayatt ot totadiiines anotviborg 5 saad) age vrle sailids wis 194)! oldialasingt ia 
eotbisow bbut. gris) Dees vary! ound) oft vlaivaqes Banuisss ett bern. ATOR Jd 
tis} tot betiimba good 97 eTOGBY ist euorigy ato} anoiind inating rit 
Insitang g io stiw iepitogiq oct sett: ob woult es gitirno) “iden if dios 
a‘namow # mott oH tated bo ALE BENT Jeo orl) Adiw yntilnal fits. r ronment 
ial bollqqs east doordlyhs} aul hae tobi waod ovad 3 cont wot jo Austog 
wl to Jnomeoyronnt odd of Wuieemone. orust a io aybatwonsl ofigngive 


it Pama asia kit 10 bale at i Interne An niga fhead Pit rst es 


thorn: sito) -: « lanetoile ts a aracieesen’ 516 pe bes doo’ ‘dts! ne eS ‘ie i 

aaurist gaiziqratie bag enoiniembai reliyqor, & él doordlsha alk cine ry 

ay wid betitabs wWobre et ow sto bap. qinasniecoy ain si posite aldnisley Re 
‘gdunHO9 berecrsst io atgoag 





ee ee 


aYAV Se 2 IVA. 


‘ton woh oilO ,yionoo meri, 16 sproneisl ‘90 8 ni i doles ini haba ott 
2 bived terls grimrssl wioted elem et (ot tet aoilggi event zi v1I82 OF sea iM 
“tot Ismmttuoirgs oft to avitsin: 3g971951 getheol bas 27198 08, aged est eengyel a a 
doit gs ett getdset ai go1ot Inoiog | bmg ORg a7 nel arodsl. ail ject brs ate a 
-rinat no berries ard anny, will ergoy to rodegers 8 Toil | MOLZI encarta 
ot 2idt ai bereqzorq asl od oli big righ itt x siivotyinl yileuberg, grt 
10 jngingoloval [evvoterey orld pti Jeigas ot wiaynoggo, olqeng Druol, cals, eat 
hoog lnt99g aid rot raod esl OH RID Ort isl, brs Wn sini 
CCTIe990g delaV/ to omit geiliage & ‘eon hobiraaeb ¢ et, ey Me i 
to sodbaary orf betg ern i (vive) nag wit, 
ele) ia rst tor, 2BH wey 6H be heii } 


cg 7 thi onnivunen ‘ail tale iene : as "% 
dilynod ont oto ieee) shina aque, ii 


f 





PUTNAM COUNTY, O11IO. 767 


eighty acres of land. This land had a two-roomed log cabin and a frame 
barn with about twelve acres of land cleared, the remainder of the tract 
being ina virginal state of wildness and most of it heavily covered with tim- 
ber. He proceeded to clear this land and cut the timber from fifty-two 
acres, having sixty-four acres in all in comfortable condition at the time of 
his death. He tiled much of this land and, in other ways. improved it so 
that he was considered an intelligent and progressive agriculturist, being 
numbered among the leaders in his community. Elis death occurred on 
September 27, 1877, he being fifty-one years of age. 

On January 30, 1871, David [¢vans, Sr., married Mrs. Elizabeth (Davis ) 
Davis, the daughter of Henry and Mary (Iévans) Davis. She was born in 
sutler county, Ohio, January 31, 1833. She had previously been married 
to Richard Davis, who was born tn North Wales in 1818, the son of Thomas 
and Sarah Davis, their marriage occurring in Allen county, August ¥7, 1851. 
To this union were born three children, Henry R., on August 8, 1852, who 
resides. in, Illinois; Shomas. A, June 25, 1852, who “resides in"N ebraska': 
and William L., June 5, 1855, who lives in Dayton, Ohio. “Mr. Davis died 
m 1855. Another child, Khoda R., born November 17, 1863," is’ the wife 
of Richard Davis and lives in Allen county. Yo David and Elizabeth Evans 
were born four children, the first of whom died at birth, January 30, 1871; 
John B., born on June 26, 1873, and died August 21, 1877; David S., Novem- 
ber 10, 1874; and Robert, November 5, 1876, and died February 20, 1877. 
The mother of these children died in Gomer, Allen county, May 24, 1899, 
at the age of sixty-six vears. It 1s noteworthy that she had four brothers 
mm the Civil War Abner, Henry, Silas and Ebenezer, Henry being killed dur- 
ing that conflict. 

David S. Itvans, who is the only survivor of his family, was born, as 
above stated, on November 10, 1874, on the farm where he now resides. 
Ile received his education in the common schools of his township and then 
took a commercial course at the Lima Business College. He then took em- 
ployment with a clothing concern at Lima, Ohio, with whom he remained 
for two years and at the end of which time he returned to the home farm, 
to the cultivation of which he has devoted himself, continuously, since. He 
is wide-awake and up-to-date in his farming methods and has met with good 
success, his efforts being rewarded with a due measure of success. 

On January 1& 1og, Mr. lvans was married to Anna MeBride, who 
was born in Amanda township, Allen county, August 24, 1874, the daughter 
of T.evi and Druzilla (Cremean) McBride. Levi McBride, was was of 
Scotch-Irish descent was born at Adelphia, Ross county, Ohio, June 21, 1832, 
and died December 10, 1904. Tle was the son of Alexander MeBride, who 
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was probably born in Ireland.  Druzilla Cremean was born in Allen county, 
Ohio, on May 18, 1835, the daughter of John Cremean and wife, who were 
pioneers of that locality. Levi McBride came with his parents to Allen 
county in 1838, and settled in German township, near Allentown, where he 
grew to manhood. After his marriage, he settled in .\manda township where 
he continued to live the remainder of his life. To him and his wife were 
born ten children, John, who died at the age of fourteen years; Willis, who 
resides in Allen county; Clara, the wife of James Baxter, of Amanda town- 
ship, Allen county; Theodore, who died in infancy; Harvey, of Los Angeles, 
California; Caddie, the wife of B.S. Brenneman, of Lima, Ohio; Anna, the 
wife of Mr. IXvans; Janies, who resides in Yuma, ‘Arizona: Dora, who died 
at the age of twenty-two years, and one who died in infancy. 

Mr. Evans is a Republican and has, for many years, taken an active part 
in public local affairs. He has been a director for three years of the Allen 
County Mutual Relief Association, of which he is now serving a second term 
as treasurer and is also a director of the Ohio Mutual Tornado and \Vind- 
storm Insurance Association. In his political party, he is held in high esteem 
~and served as a member of the county central committee for about eight years 
and also four years as a member of the executive committee. He is a mem- 
ber of the Congregational church at Gomer of which his wife 1s also a mem- 
ber. Because of his upright life and conspicuous success in his private affairs, 
he has achieved an enviable reputation in his community and is numbered 
among the substantial citizens of Sugar Creek township. A man of broad 
experience and exemplary character with an intelligent conception of life, he 
exerts a marked influence in favor of the best interests of his community. 


GEORGE C. DeVORE. 


George C. DeVore is recognized as one of the energetic and well-known 
farmers of Putnam county, who, by his enterprise and improved methods, 
has contributed, in a material way, to the agricultural advancement of Riley 
township and the community where he lives. In the course of an honorable 
career he has been very successful, and enjoys the prestige of a successful 
man among the representative men of his community. It is eminently proper 
that attention be called to his achievements and due credit be accorded to 
his work as a public-spirited citizen. 

George C. DeVore was born ou May 11, 1867, in Blanchard township, 
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Putnam county, Ohio, the son of George \VW. and Mary Jane (Bracy) De- 
Vore. George W. DeVore was born in Carroll county, Ohio, July 4, 1840, 
the son of William and Ifannie (Alfred) DeVore. William DeVore, great- 
grandfather of George C., was of lrench parentage, but a native of [england, 
where he spent his youth. Here he was educated and graduated from 
Iengland’s best institutions of learning. He came to America in the early 
days and settled in Carroll county, Ohio, where he owned a farm. He and 
his wife were the parents of four children, all born in Carroll county. They 
were as follow: Mrs. Mary Ann Green, George W., James and Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Richards. 

George W. DeVore, the father of George C., lost his parents when he 
was a small child, probably not more than four or five years of age. After 
the death of the parents the children were taken to be reared by neighbors. 
George W. and [Elizabeth were reared by Charles. Robinson. The family 
which took the other children; later went West, and George W., dic not:see 
his brother and sister again until five years ago, in 1g1o, after a lapse of 
sixty-hve years. James finally located his brother, George W., when it 
developed that the former had gone to the Civil \War and had been educated 
at Valparaiso University. Mary Ann had married a man by the name of 
Green, who was a minister in Iowa, and she had died, about 1go4, in that 
state. George W..DeVore spent his youth and young manhood on the farm 
of Charles Robinson, in Carroll county, Ohio, and received his early educa- 
tion there. At the age of nineteen, or about 1859, he came to Putnam 
county, Ohio, and worked for George Kober, in Blanchard township. 

Two years after coming to Blanchard township Mr. DeVore was mar- 
ried to Mary Jane Bracy, who was born in Blanchard township, June 30, 
1840. She was the daughter of John Bracy, Sr., and wife, whose family 
history is contained in the sketch of Isaac Bracy, her brother, found else- 
where in this volume. After his marriage George W. DeVore continued, 
for a time, to work for George ober, and then started to work for himseli, 
locating north of Gilboa. Shortly after this, in 1863, he enlisted in the 
Civil War and served until its close, when he returned home and took up 
farming on forty acres, which his wife had inherited from her father, John 
Bracy. George W. DeVore was a successful farmer, and managed to acquire 
about three hundred and fifty acres, eighty acres of which George C. now 
owns and lives on. 

Mrs. George W. DeVore died on March 1, 1903, at the age of sixty- 
two. She and her husband were the parents of nine children, all of whom 
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-are living. They are as follow: John W., James Isaac, George C., David A., 
Henry [., Lillie May, Samuel H., Mary Illen and Jennie Alice. 

George C. DeVore was born on a part of the John Bracy, Sr., farm, 
in the south central part of Blanchard township. This place 1s now owned 
by John Bracy, Jr. A year or two later his parents moved to Blanchard 
township, Hancock county, and here George C. spent lis childhood and 
youth, attending the common schools of that township. After finishing 
school he continued to help his father on the old home place, until twenty- 
one years of age, when he began farming for himself. He rented neigh- 
boring farms for about four years, and the next year he worked for John 
Moffat, Sr., by the year. Following this he rented a farm for one-third 
of the crops. 

George C. DeVore was married on August 23, 1893, to Leah Alecta 
Enele, who was born in Riley township, Putnam county, Ohio, December 
28, 1869, and who is the daughter of Noah and Mary Catherine (Stover) 
irele.!’ Mrs” Engle’ taueht school tor five years in Putnam county. Her, 
father, Daniel Stover, came to Putnam county, Ohio, in 1831, and was one 
of the first pioneers of Putnam county. He entered one hundred and sixty 
acres of land in Riley township, and it was on this farm that Mrs. DeVore 
was born, as was also her mother. 

After his marriage, in 1893, Mr. DeVore rented a farm of eighty acres 
in the northern part of Riley township, belonging to his father, and the 
following year, in 1894, he purchased the same farm from his father. At 
this time the farm had a one-roomed log house and a frame barn. Fifty 
acres of the land was cleared, and Mr. DeVore has managed to clear the 
remainder, with the exception of six acres. In addition to other improve- 
ments, he has built a modern residence of ten rooms and a bath and other 
buildings, in keeping with the surroundings. Mr. DeVore has added one 
hundred and twenty acres to lis original holdings, until he now owns one 
of the finest farms in Putnam county. 

To Mr. and Mrs. George C. DeVore two children have been born, 
Howard Ingle, born on August 11, 1894, who is now a junior in the State 
University, where he is taking the agricultural course. Ite served on the 
editorial staff of the agricultural department of the State University, having 
won lis scholarship, a two-year free course, i oratory and examinations 
from Putnam county, and Mary Laoma, born on November 16, 1898 who 
Is a student in the Pandora high school. She won a free trip to Columbus 
In domestic science. 


Mr. DeVore is a Democrat. Tle has been a member of the school board 
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for ten years and president of the board for seven years. He is a member 
of the Methodist Protestant church, and his wife is also a member of this 
church. Mr. DeVore is a class leader and chairman of the board of trustees. 

George C. DeVore is one of Riley township’s and Putnam county’s 
most substantial citizens. He is a wide-awake and enterprising farmer and 
citizen; a man well and favorably known, whose reputation and integrity 
are above questicn, 


JOHN A. LEWIS. 


One of Sugar Creek township's agriculturists and stock men, who ts 
deserving of a place in this work, is John A. Lewis, a man of courage and 
self-reliance and of the utmost integrity of purpose, as a result of which he 
stands high in the estimation of his neighbors and friends whose interest he 
has sought to promote while endeavoring to advance his own. 

John A. Lewis was born in Butler county, Ohio, on September 5, 1861, 
and is the,som of William and Iclizabeth (Jones) Lewis. In his paternal 
line, he 1s descended from \Welsh ancestry, his grandfather, [Ellis Lewis, hav- 
ing been born in 1796, in North \Wales, in the Parish of Llanbrynmair, and 
died in Butler county, Ohio, in the spring of 1879, at the age of eighty-three 
vears. Mary Rowlands, his wife, was also born in North Wales in 1795, 
and died in 1878, at the age of eighty-three years. [*llis Lewis was reared 
on a farm in his native land, where his marriage occurred, and to this union 
was born one child, Ivan, before the family came to \merica. Their imimi- 
eration occurred in 1829, passage being taken on a sailing ship, which re- 
quired about three months 1n making the journey across the Atlantic. Dense 
fogs interfered seriously with the navigation of the vessel and it is note- 
worthy that it was his grandmother who first discovered the much-sought 
land-mark which guided them safely to harbor. .\fter landing in America, 
they came directly to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where [ellis Lewis engaged 
in glass blowing, the family remaining in that city for a few years. ‘There 
Wilham, the father of John A., was born, and when he was about seven or 
eight years of age, the family moved to Butler county, Ohio, making the 
trip in a covered wagon, as was common in those days. Ellis Lewis bought 
a farm of one hundred and twenty acres in Butler county, of which only a 
few acres had been cleared, and on it, he erected a two-story, four-roomed 
log cabin and a log barn where he and Ins wife spent the remainder of their 
lives, rearing their famuly of seven children, four boys and three girls, all of 
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Wwhom,crew to maturity. Uhese children were van, William, Mary Ann, 
Margaret, Martha, Dayid and Richard, all now deceased, with the exception 
of Martha. 

William Lewis, the father of John A., spent his boyhood days in Butler 
county and there, in 1858, at the age of twenty-nine years, he was married to 
Elizabeth Jones, who was also a native of North \Wales, born on March 14, 
1832. She came to America, about 1856, with her brother, Israel, and sister, 
Leah, all of whom are now deceased... After William Lewis's marriage, he 
took charge of his father’s farm for several years and then entered upon 
agricultural pursuits on lis own account.  Tlis wife, [hizabeth, died on .\ug- 
ust. 28, 1868, two of her sisters also dying within a few days of that time. 
To William and Ehzabeth Lewis were born four. children, John A., the im- 
mediate subject of this sketch; Mary, the wife of J. B. Edwards; David, who 
died at the age of two years, and one daughter who died when two weeks old. 
William Lewis continued his occupation of farming in Butler county until 
within about seven years of his death, when he came to Putnam county and 
made his home with his daughter, Mary, until his death, which occurred on 
April TO; TEOo. 

John A. Lewis spent his childhood. years under the parental roof and 
received his education in the common schools. At the early age of fifteen 
years, he began to take up life’s burdens on his own account, working on 
neighboring farms in the county, and in testimony of his faithfulness and 
efficiency, it is noteworthy that during all the years of his employment, he 
worked for but three men. «About the time he attained his majority, Mr. 
Lewis came to Allen county, where he remained for three years, and then 
for two years was employed as clerk in a store in Vaughnsville. After his 
marriage, in 1889, he located on eighty acres of land, two mules west of 
Vaughnsville, a part of the Williams estate, and here he has since remained, 
giving his undivided attention to his farming operations, in which he has won 
well-deserved success. “At the time he took possession of the land, about 
thirty-five acres were cleared and the improvements consisted of a six-room 
frame house. Mr. lewis proceeded to clear the remainder of the land, ex- 
cept about fourteen acres, and has also done a large amount of tiling and 
drainage. Tle has added to his residence, making ita commodious and well- 
arranged house and, in the spring of r&o4, built a large barn with modern 
conveniences, besides other buildings in keeping with the surroundings. Mr, 
Lewis bought forty acres adjoining his farm on the west in 1892, which 
elves hint a total acreage of one hundred and twenty acres, comprising one 


of the choice farms of the township. Up-to-date mi tis ideas and progressive 
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in his methods, Mr. Lewis has won an enviable reputation as an enterprising 
farmer and is numbered among the influential men of his community. 

John A. Lewis was married on January 16, 1889, to Kate Williams, 
who was born in Licking county, Ohto, on October 14, 1863, the daughter of 
David L. and Mary. Williams. When about three years of age, she was 
brought by her parents to Sugar Creek township, Putnam county, where she 
lived until her marriage to Mr. Lewis. To John A. and’ Wate (Williams) 
Lewis have been born two children, Mary Elizabeth, on May 8, 1890, and 
David Wilham, July 20, 1892. | 

John .\. Lewis is a stanch Republican and has taken an important part 
in local public affairs, having served as township assessor from 1905 to 1907, 
and in other ways evidencing an interest in the advancement of his com- 
munity. He is a member of Vaughnsville Lodge No. 711, Knights of 
Pythias, of which he has been master of finance for the past fourteen years. 
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis are members of the Congregational church, to which 
they give their earnest support. Mir. Lewis is a close observer of modern 
agricultural methods and a student, at all times, of whatever pertains to his 
chosen hfe work, and he has, therefore, met with encouraging success all 
along the line and taken his place among the leading agriculturists of the com- 
munity, which is noted for its fine farms and progressive husbandmen. 


IGNATIUS RIEMAN. 


Union township, in Putnam county, is noted for the substantial charac- 
ter of the farmers which compose the greater part of its sterling citizenship. 
Not only in the main are these farmers men of the most enterprising and 
energetic type, but they are firm believers in the efficacy of many of the 
newer methods of farming which in recent years practically have revolu- 
tionized the ancient science of agriculture, in consequence of which they are 
prospering probably beyond what would have been thought possible, even 
in the wildest flights of faney indulged in by their forefathers, the stalwart 
men who cleared the forests, making possible the wonderful development of 
this favored region, a measure of development which places this county in 
the forefront of all that inspiring galaxy of counties which makes up the 
noble commonwealth of Ohio. These farmers are not only good agricul- 
turists, bringing to the tillage of the soi the best of their intelligently-di- 
rected industry, but they are ardent home-livers, which homes in this section 
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will compare well with those of any section in the Union, in point of com- 
fort and genial hospitality. Among the well-known and prosperous farmers 
of Union township is [gnatius Rieman, a member of one of Putnam county’s 
oldest and most respected families, to whom the reviewer here calls the at- 
tention, ot, the, reacler. 

Tgnatius Rieman was born on a farm in Greensburg township, Put- 
nam county, Ohio, on December 6, 1869, a son of Ifrank, Sr., and Mary (Nar- 
hoff) Rieman, both of whom were members of old and well-known families 
in this county. The genealogy of the Rieman family is set out at length in 
the biographical sketch relating to I*rank Rieman, Sr., father of the im- 
mediate subject of this sketch, which the reader will find presented elsewhere 
in this volume. 

Tenatius Rieman was reared on his father’s farm and received his edu- 
cation in the schools of Greensburg township, remaining at home until his 
marriage, in 1897, in which year he moved upon an eighty-acre farm in the 
same township, purchased from his father. Ile lived on this place for five 
years, at the end of which time he moved to his present farm in section 33 
in Union township, where he has lived ever since. Upon entering upon this 
farm he had but eighty acres, but as his affairs prospered, he prepared to 
enlarge his holdings, and in roie bought an additional forty acres, this 
addition giving him a fine farm of one hundred and twenty acres, which 
he has brought to a high state of cultivation, and upon which he has erected 
a fine type of buildings, the latter being regarded as among the neatest and 
best-kept in that part of the county. In other respects, also, Mr. Rieman has 
improved his place and demonstrated that he 1s a good farmer. 

On June 1, 1897, Ignatius Rieman was united in marriage with Berna- 
dina Smith, daughter of Joseph and Vheresa (Kahle) Smith, members of 
two of Putnam county's oldest and most influential families, for many years 
pronunent residents of Union township, the former of whom 1s. still living 
on his farm of two hundred and nineteen acres in that township. Mrs. 
Smith died on November 25, 1914. 

To Joseph and Vheresa (Kahle) Smith were born children, in order 
of their birth as follow: Mary, who married Joseph Warnecke, a well- 
known farmer of Union township, this county, to. which union were born 
nine children, eight of whom are still living; Bernadina, who married Mr. 
Rieman; Helena married Henry Erhart and has one child; Amelia, who 
married Joseph Missler, of Ottawa, this county, and has three children, 
and I'rancis, deceased, who married Harry Nienberg, of the town of Glandorf,. 

Po Tynatius and Bernadina (Smith) Rieman were born three children, 
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two of whom died in infancy, the survivor, Cletus, was born on March 17, 
190.4, how bemp a student in St. Michacl’s parochial school at Iwalida, Igia- 
tius Kiceman and wife being devoted members of this parish and active in 
its various good works. Mr. Rieman, for seven years, was a trustee of St. 
Michael’s church, to the affairs of which he gave his most intelligent atten- 
tion, his service having proven of no small value to that parish. Ile is an 
active member of the Knights of Columbus and is a member of St. Joseph's 
Benevolent Society and Catholic Knights of Ohio, in the affairs of which 
organizations he is deeply interested. 

Mr. Rieman is a good farmer and a good citizen in whom his neighbors 
repose the utmost confidence, and beth he and AMIrs. Rieman are held in the 
Iughest regard throughout that whole community. 


ER Wal Lc MS: 


The occupation of farming, to which all of the active life of Walter FE. 
~Wilhams, a well-known farmer of Sugar Creek township, has been devoted 
is the oldest pursuit for a livelihood known to mankind. It is the one which 
will ever be the most independent. The \Wilhams family have long been 
connected with the progress and prosperity of Putnam county, of which 
Walter If. Williams is a native and where, in fact, he has snent all of his life. 
\While primarily attending to his own farming interests, his Ife has been 
devoted somewhat to the interest of his neighbors and fellow citizens. Mr. 
\Wilhams has been untiring in his efforts to inspire a proper respect for law 
and order and he has been ready at all times to lend his aid toward uplifting 
the civic and social spirit of the community where he has lived. 

Walter Ie. Willams was born in Sugar Creek township, on November 
26, 1878,.,, He is, the son of David L. and, Mary Elizabeth (Gmfhth) Wull- 
ams, whose family history is to be found in the sketch of John D. \Wilhiams, 
a brother of Walter I., on another page in this volume. Walter FE. was born 
on the old homestead of his father, one mile south of Vaughnsville, where 
he spent lis childhood and youth. Tle first attended the old Michael district 
school and lJater the public school of Vaughnsville. After finishing school, 
he continued to help his father on the old home farm and remained here 
until his marriage. 

Walter I. Williams was married on March 109, 1902, at the age of 
twenty-three, to lllen Garner, the daughter of James \W. and Lydia (Slusser) 












































ne omen fase a1 
enlists tly ‘at sails 


eh ‘to gota! & eh Ww eUOY tov ae dutty iil 
4oite mogt loin facater ail ove o 3 a itetn fot 


tie ae oll 





e gqgead . 
ory paper Keng rt ol ae aaah sf aan ony ete ide hahires 
| | | sbatéeetaint elyoel et od arlotiesity 
etodttgian ink mruostivr ci asitio buoy 6 bas tourtst hoog w ef eens. a 
gilt ri, bled, 916. marioH wll bos of tod bas .sottabanos lott orl : 
nie | aianromuys stoily Inds InordaHornls breyot 


on ee sh a bi ( in | rahi UAH : mn 


W tle VW? 10 GME rites ony to iis Hotka o} peices TO “Boitaquss90, alt 
hataysh asod! eps emenveeat deen) vagne To: toil tional: Howy 8: Pia 
-tbidy aoo sdb ei baiting of mwomb beedilevil 8 10) tine Ieoblo ont 
road ‘yal sve vtivsk aameiliY? of angbieoqela yaorre: lt od 199 | it 
doidy Jo yrui69 macy be: dit peng bar aeatgorg ot ciw se 109 

it ent To Ts widee end od 1” ost ine onecbw Deut’ STE Ab ervigsidli Wo Alar 

fred anil oti) sid eaaiai gaicrrat doo dik od aitirans mrt oll 
th lanaxtivo voila byes sbisdeani: dati ail Lote eco teat eth od ai (PCW, hee rob 





sit ti iLepey iy 41 wad bis orl bata od cout) \ te ren saan iD: xh eas ai, bas rab | 


THIS VO, 110 as wien is or Bane, iM iene ae Wiebe a val la a 
ee CoA) Ayolastl y ee feu my, hiv 1 ve old eb-olt 
arpa Vi AQ null, toy lu joale orth fr betwoi elt ot 2b rats sey 


ain it ests. Al ratte: a 





TO PUTNAM COUNTY, OIIIO. 


Garner. She was born in Sugar Creek township, Putnam county, on March 
4, 1876. The complete family history of Mrs. Wilhams ts to be found in the 
sketch of J. H. Miller, whose wife, Mrs: Carrie Miller, is a sister of Mrs. 
Willams and which history is to be found elsewhere in this volume. To 
Walter If. and [len (Garner) Williams two children have been born. The 
first on August 3. 1903, died shortly after birth; the second, Leland L., July 
27, 1904. Mrs. \Williams died on August 8, 1904. . She was a member of 
the Christian church and a devoted and faithful wife and mother. 

Mr. Williams was married on September 25, 1905, to Sicily Elizabeth 
Garner, a second cousin to the first Mrs. Williams. She was born in Sugar 
Creek township, Putnam county, on December 14, 1876, and is the daughter 
of Rev. George B. and Sarah Anna (Webb) Garner, the former a native of 
Sugar Creek township, Putnam county, born on September 18, 1850, and 
the latter born on October 18, 1851, at Pittsfield, Lorain county, Ohio. Rev. 
George 1B." Garner was reared’ and educated in, Putnam county and. here 
emtered’ the ministry.” Ele was twice pastor oft the Christian, chirch at 
Vauehnsville, which charge he filled with rare credit. He 1s now attached 
to the Northwestern Ohio Christian conference and presides over the Chris- 
tian church at Berkey, Ohio. Kev. George B. and Sarah A. (Webb) Garner 
had five children, Joseph I’ranklin, born on June 9, 1874; Sicily Iehzabeth, 
the wife of Mr. Williams; Zoe and Zella, twins, July 28, 1878, died in infancy ; 
and Mrs. Blanche Heffner, November 20, 1880. Mrs. \Villiams’s mother, 
Sarah Anna Garner, died September 17, 1902. 

Walter It. Williams has continued to live on the old home place, where 
he was born and where he now resides. After his first marriage, he took 
charge of the home farm, It consisted of one hundred and twenty acres, 
which his father bequeathed to him and to which he has added forty acres 
since his father's death. Mr. Williams has always done general farming and 
has engaged, to a limited extent, in raising thoroughbred Shorthorn Dur- 
ham cattle. He has also fed a considerable number of cattle for the market. 

To Walter IE. and Sicily FE. (Garner) Williams, his second wife, six 
children have been born, Garner L., on August 13, 1906; Anna Marion, May 
r, 1908; Maurice W., February 3, rg10, died on August,8, 1912; Arthur L., 
Oerover’ is; tori; joseph i, May 27, 1913; and Charlotte 6. Marah 328; 
Fors: 

Walter If. Wilhams is a member of the Christian church at Vaughns- 
ville and is assistant superintendent of the Sunday school. Mrs. Williams is 
a member of the lirst Christian church at Lima, Olio, and was a charter 
member of that church. Mr, Walhams is a member of Knights of Pythias 
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Lodge No. 711, at Vaughnsville. He is a Republican, he having served as 
township assessor from 1910 to 1912, inclusive. Mr. Willams is one of 
Sugar Creek township’s and Putnant county’s clean-cut and progressive 
young farmers. He is well liked and favorably known throughout this sec- 
tion of Ohto and enjoys the respect and confidence of a large circle of friends 
and acquaimtances. Irom any standpoint, he 1s a farmer who is thoroughly 
entitled to representation in a volume of this character. | 


heOMAWSis. WILLIAMS, 


Thomas S. \Villiams, long one of the leading farmers and stock men of 
Sugar Creek township, Putnam county, Ohio, is noted for his strong indi- 
viduality, breadth of wisdom and imadomitable perseverance. He used wisely 
and well the talents with which he was endowed, and has directed his efforts 
along the lines pointed out by good judgment and discrimination, Mr. \Vill- 
lauins 1s possessed of a rare measure Gf native sagacity, fidelity to purpose and 
sincerity in all. the relations of ite. He, belongs to one of, the old-time 
famulies of Putnam county, and from many standpoints is entitled to rank as 
one, of its representative citizens. .).. 

Thomas S. \Williams was born in Sugar Creek township, Putnam county, 
Ohio, on the old homestead of his father, south of Vaughnsville, on January 
16, 1867. He is the son of David L. and Mary (Griffiths) Williams. David 
L. Williams was born in North Wales, on January 16, 1832, and died on 
the old \Wilhams homestead, south of Vaughnsville, on February 6, 1go8, at 
the ripe old age of seventy-six years and eight months. He was the son of 
Hugh and Catherine (Lloyd) Willams, both natives of North Wales. Hugh 
Williams was a quarryman and was killed as the result of a blast in a stone 
quarry. [lis death occurred when David L. Willams, father of Thomas S., 
was a mere lad. Fis wife, who before her marriage was Catherine Lloyd, 
survived hima few years. ‘They had four children, two sons and two daugh- 
ters, the eldest of whom was David J., the father of Thomas S. 

David L. Williams spent his youth in Wales and, while a lad, he had 
the misfortune to receive an injury to one of his eyes, which nearly resulted 
in the loss of the eve. Tle also suffered an injury to his knee which caused 
him to adopt the trade of a shoemaker. lortunately, the injured knee grew 
better in Jater years and he then gave up his work as a shoemaker. David 
L.. Williams received a limited education in his native country, but he later 
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improved himself by home study and became a well-informed man. He was 
very fond of music in which he was quite proficient. [or many years he 
was the leader of the choir in the Vaughnsville Congregational church. — Mr. 
Williams helped to organize this church and was a charter member. \When 
he was twenty-four years of age, about 1856, he came to America and located 
first at Rome, New York, where he was employed for about a year on a farm. 
He then came to Licking county, Ohio, where he located at Newark, and 
resumed farming. -It was a few years later, february 1, 1860, that he was 
married at the age of twenty-eight, to Mary Griffiths, who was born in 
South Wales, September 17, 1835, and who was the daughter of \Villiam 
TY. and Charlotte (Jones) Griffiths. She came to America with her parents 
when a very small child. They settled in Licking county where they were 
farmers, and it was here that they spent the remainder of their lives. There 
were nine children, seven daughters and two sons, born to Mrs. David \Will- 
jams’ parents, of whom she was the third child. 

After his marriage, David, L. Williams, who owned.a small farm in 
Licking county, Ohio, continued to farm there for about six years. In the 
spring of 1806, he moved to Putnam county, settling in Sugar Creek town- 
ship, one mile south of Vaughnsville, where he bought eighty acres of land 
and, a little later, added forty acres more to his original farm. This farm 
was pretty well improved by that time. It had a large frame house and 
barn, and had about sixty acres, cleared.. David. L..,Wilhams: was a :very 
successful farmer, who came to America a poor boy and by dint of energy 
and perseverance accumulated about five hundred and sixty acres of land. 
Ile was a Republican in politics, originally, but in later years became a Demo- 
crat. [le was one of Putnam county's most substantial citizens, a devout 
Christian and a man of especially high ideals and of unquestionable integrity. 
Mrs. Mary (Griffiths) Williams was also a member of the Congregational 
church. She was a devoted wife and loving mother and a woman admired 
by her neighbors. She died two years prior to the death of her husband, 
May 19, 1907. They had ten children, seven sons and three daughters, all 
of whom lived to maturity. They are as follow: William G., on November 
ts, meoo; john 1 March tO. 0362) Catherine, October 14, 1863; Char- 
lotte, August 7, 1865, and died-at the age of twenty-three years in July, 
1888; Thomas S., the subject of this sketch, January 16, 1867; David L., 
December 21, 1869; Ilenry R., November 5, 1871; Hugh, November 1o, 
1873; Mary, January 30, 1876; and Walter It., November 26, 1878. All of 
these children married except Charlotte. 

Thomas S. \Wilhams was born on January 16, 1867, Tle spent his child- 


hood and youth on his father’s farm. [tle attended the old) Michael district 
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school and, after finishing the common schools, continued to help his father 
on the old home place, where he remained until twenty-three years of age 
or until the time of his marriage. 

Thomas S. Williams was married on lebruary 19, 1890, to Mary J. 
Edwards, who was born on the homestead of her father, August 23, 1865, 
In Sugar Creek township, Putnam county, Ohio, She was the daughter of 
Josiah and Susan (Breese) Edwards. Josiah [dwards was born in Mont- 
gomeryshire, North Wales, on May 30, 1826, and was the son of Josiah, Sr., 
and Margaret (Jones) Edwards. Josiah Iedwards, Sr., was a farmer by 
occupation and lived and died in Wales. Josiah edwards, Jr., and wife and 
one child came to America in 1855, settling first in Utica, New York, where 
he was employed on a dairy farm. Vhe following fall, in 1855, they came 
to Allen county, Ohio, and settled at Gomer. His first employment was with 
Griffith John, a contractor who built the Pennsylvania railroad from Lima 
to ihda> ” The following stimmerthe rentédisatdarniy on, ‘"Galico Ridge’ in 
Sugar Creek township, Allen county. Ifere he lived for about seven years 
~when he moved in 1862 to Sugar Creek township, Putnam county, and set- 
tled on eighty acres, one and one-half miles southwest of Vaughnsville on the 
old Ridge road. This farm he bought in its virgin state, only an acre or 
two being cleared. Josiah Edwards proceeded to clear and drain his land 
and improve it and succeeded in getting it all under cultivation except about 
eight acres. He built a large frame house in 1873, consisting of ten rooms, 
and a large frame barn in 1879. He was always engaged in general farm- 
ing. [le was a very successful farmer and attributed his success mostly 
to raising corn and hogs. He was also successful in raising good horses. 

Josiah Edwards, Jr., enlisted in the One Hundred and lifty-frst Regi 
ment, Ohio Volunteer’ Infantry, near'the close of the Civil \WWar...He was a 
“hundred days” soldier, having been mustered in, May 13, 1864, at Camp 
Chase, Ohio, and mustered out on August 27, 1864. The regiment was first 
stationed at [Forts Sumpter, Mansheld and Simmons. During the active 
operations of the rebels against \Washington, D. C., on July tt and 12 the 
larger part of the regiment was under fire. Several of the companies were 
in the forts which were engaged in the battle. 

Josiah and Susan (Breese) Edwards had one child before coming to 
America. ‘This child, John, who was but four years old when lis parents 
came to Allen county, died the day after their arrival at Gomer. The par- 
ents came by canal boat from Utica, New York, to Buffalo, and thence by 
steamer to Cleveland and Toledo on Lake [trie. Then they followed the 
Miami and [erie canal from Toledo to Delphos and walked from this place 


to Gomer. Vhere were five children born to Josiah and Susan (Breese) 
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Edwards, John, born in Wales, January 21, 1851, died at Gomer, November 
8, 1855; Margaret, the second child was the deceased wife of fh. I*. ‘Thomas; 
Joseph DB. is the subject of a personal sketch in this volume; Mary. married 
Mr. William, the subject of this sketch; Jolin W. was the fifth child. Josiah 
Idwards died on August 17, 1897, at the ripe old age of seventy-one years. 
He was a member of the Gomer Congregational church and a deacon of this 
church for many vears. His wife also was a member. He was a Repub- 
lican in politics, a devout Christian and a man of high ideals. 

After his marriage, Thomas 5S. Williams was employed during the first 
summer on neighboring farms. The following spring he and his wife moved 
to the old James Clevenger farm just south of his father’s old homestead. 
He rented a part of the farm from, his father and here remained for about 
two years. ‘te them tradedvaytorty acre farm in, Wien, cotmty,- whith he 
received from his father, for sixty-seven acres, one and one-half miles west 
of Vaughnsville on the Valley road. In this transaction Mr. Williams paid 
the difference in money between the forty and sixty-seven acres. This new 
farm had an old plank house of four rooms and a frame barn. On January 
24, 1895, this house was destroyed by fire. In this fire Mr. Williams and 
wife lost their two children, David and Minnie, four and one-half and one 
and one-half years, respectively. It is an event that will live forever in their 
memories as the greatest tragedy of their lives. David was born on Novem- 
ber 23, 1890, and Minnie on June 23, 1894, both of whom died on January 
24, 18905. «Atter this, Mabel was born on June 1, 1896; John Walter, April 
24, 1899; Homer, November 24, 1903, and Robert Karnest was born on 
ADIL 245, 1907. 

Thomas S. Williams has continued to live on the present farm since 
moving here. He has greatly improved it by the erection of a commodious 
eight-room residence which is nicely situated. In addition to this, he has 
added to his farm and erected other buildings 1n keeping with the surround- 
ings. Mr. Williams has been successful in raising wheat, but of late vears 
he has been devoting his attention to corn and hogs, and has been very 
success ful. 

Thomas S. Williams and wife are members of the Vaughnsville Congre- 
gational church. Their two eldest children, Mabel and John Walter, are also 
members of this church. Mabel is a senior in the Vaughnsville high school, 
a member of the class of 1916. Thomas S. \Williams is one of Sugar Creek 
township’s and Putnam county’s substantial citizens and well and favorably 
known in this section of Putnam courty and is entitled to representation in 
this volume. 
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IVAW co). RIRINTE IR: 


Among the well-known and popular citizens of Greensburg township, 
Putnam county, Ohio, is he whose name heads this sketch Mr. Kerner is of 
a sociable nature, who readily wins friends and retains them by virtue of his 
sincere friendliness and generous disposition. He is considered one of the 
most up-to-date farmers of the community, having a splendid equipment. for 
his chosen life work, and the excellent condition of the residence and other 
buildings bespeak success im his undertaking. 

Mathias “J Nerner is a’ tative of this county, having been born on a 
farm in section 22 of Greensburg township on April 6, 1874. He is a son of 
Joseph and Mary (Schaeffer) Kerner and is the eldest of their family. The 
other children are Elizabeth, Caroline, deceased; Amalia Kathrina, Mary 
iheresa Many Ann, john Mdwand, and Ivosa.. joseph Icerner,. father-of or 
subject, is a son of Mathias and Elizabeth Kerner, who were among the 
early settlers of this county. UVhe father was a native of Germany and the 
mother was from Pennsylvania. The parents were married on November 6, 
1872, and after marriage continued to live on the farm formerly owned by 
Joseph Werner’s father, and on that farm he has lived almost his entire life. 
Mary Schaetier, mother of Mathias |, Kerner, was the daughter of Henry 
and Agnes (Hoffman) Schaeffer, both of whom were natives of Germany, 
coming from Hanover, where they were married, and shortly after marriage 
left for this country. After living on one or two different places they finally 
settled in Glandorf, this county. They were the parents of three children, 
Jolm, Clara. and Mary. 

Mathias J. Kerner attended the district schools near his home when a 
boy and in young manhood worked with his father on the home farm and 
for twenty-one years followed the occupation of a thresherman. Ile was 
united in marriage on October 21, 1846, to Mary Merschman, daughter of 
John,and Clara Merschman, both natives of this county, where they still 
reside. Mrs. JNerner is one of a family of eleven children, namely: I*rank, 
Mary, Amelia, William, deceased Veronica, Luey, [cnima, Helena, Harry, 
deceased; John and Petronella. John Merschman, father of Mrs. Kerner, 
is a son of Barney and Watherine (Ilageman) Merschman, both natives of 
Germany, who came to this county at a comparatively early date in its history, 
and settled on a farm, where they lived for many years. Mrs. Nerner’s mother 
is a daughter of Joseph and Gertrude Gattman, also natives of Germany, who 
lived in this county for many years and were accounted among the worthy 
residents thereof, 
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Mathias J. Nerner and wife have an interesting family of five children, 
the eldest’ of avhom is ther daughter leanore, born on March 13, 1898; 
Ilarry, August 26, 1goo, assists the father in the work of the farm; Loretta, 
November 22, 19027"mmaj}" November 15,1906, and Victor, December 26, 
1912. All of the children still remain under the parental roof. Mr. Kerner 
has a well-kept farm of forty acres and is one of the progressive men of the 
community. Mrs. Kerner is a charming and intelligent woman and the entire 
family is well hked by a large circle of friends. Their pleasant home is the 
center of a dehghtful spirit of friendliness, which includes both well estab- 
lished friend and stranger alike. 

The entire family are communicants of the St. John’s Catholic church 
at Glandorf, and Mr. Kerner holds his fraternal afhliation with the Knights 
of Columbus, while in politics he votes the Democratic ticket. 


JAMES, HeoMILEER: 


Fealty to fact in the analyzation of the character of-a citizen of the 
type of James H. Miller, a well-known successful farmer in Sugar Creek 
township, 1s always required to make a biographical sketch interesting to 
those who have at heart the good name of the community honored by his 
residence, because it is the honorable reputation of the man of standing and 
affairs more than any other consideration that gives character and_ stability 
to the body politic. While advancing his individual interest, he has never 
lost sight of his obligation to the cemmunity in general, and for many years 
he has held a high place in popular confidence and esteem. 

James H. Miller was born in Sugar Creek township on September 9, 
1866, the son of Jacob \W. and Catherine (Best) Miller, for personal mention 
of whom the reader is referred to the subject’s brother, George \W. Miller, 
elsewhere in this volume. 

James H. Miller was reared on the paternal homestead and there spent 
his youth and young manhood, attending to the duties of the farm and _ se- 
curing his education in the schools of the neighborhood. Jn addition to 
the ordinary duties he also applied himself to the clearing of about sixty 
acres of the home farm. Tle has spent practically his entire life here, and 
has earned a high reputation among those who know him because of his 
success as a farmer and because of his high standing as a citizen in private 
life. Ile is now the owner of one hundred acres of land considered as good 


as anv in Putnam county, and Ins place is improved with a substantial cleven- 
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room residence, finely situated, located one-eighth of a mile south of the 
Ridge road and one and three-quarter miles east of Vaughnsville. A large 
barn, cattle shed and other buildings go to make up the group of structures 
which make his farm one of the up-to-date and pleasing views of the com- 
munity. In the operation of his farm Mr. Miller has not specialized along 
any one line, but has followed a general system of farming, raising such 
crops as are common to this locality. He has also given considerable attention 
to the breeding of Double Standard Pure-bred Polled Durham cattle, of 
which he has a herd of twenty head. For a number of years he has been a 
feeder of cattle for the market. ; 

James H. Miller was married on Mav 18, 1914, to Carrie Garner, who 
was born in Sugar Creek township on March tro, 1880, the daughter of 
James W. and Lydia Ann (Slusser) Garner. James Garner was born in 
Virginia on July 3, 1837, and was the son of William and Elizabeth (Stone) 
Garner, also natives of Virginia. ‘They came to Ohio in an early day, settling 
in Sugar Creek township, one mile northeast of Vaughnsville. At the out- 
break of the Civil War James Garner proved his patriotism by enlisting as 
a private in the Fifty-seventh Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, which 
command was assigned to the western army and, with his regiment, Mr. 
Garner took part in many of the most arduous campaigns and battles of that 
great struggle, including the memorable march to the sea, with its attendant 
skirmishes and conflicts. At the conclusion of hostilities Mr. Garner returned 
home and was married to Lydia Ann Slusser, after which he settled on a 
farm one and three-quarter miles east of Vaughnsville, where he remained 
until his last years, which were spent on the farm now owned by George W. 
Miller, where his death occurred on November 29, 1907. His wife, Lydia 
Ann Slusser, was born in Shelby county, Ohio, on February 8, 1847, the 
daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth (Abbot) Slusser. She came to Putnam 
county with her parents when only a child, the family settling one and one- 
half miles east of Vaughnsville on the Ridge road. To these parents were 
born ten children, Nora Belle on August 12, 1867, died on December 16, 
1893; Itliza Ann, September 16, 1869; Viola May, September 4, 1871; James 
Madison, October 25, 1873; Della Jane, March 22, 1876; Illa Leora, Ieb- 
ruary 8, 1878, died on August 9, 1904; Susan Carrie, November 10, 1880; 
Charles Sherman, May 21, 1882; Mary Elizabeth, January 25, 1886, and an 
infant son, who died at birth. Lydia Ann (Slusser) Garner died on July 
o7, Fol. 

In his political views Mr. Miller gives his support to the Democratic 


party, though too busy with lis own affairs to give much attention to matters 
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of public importance. His religious connections are with the Christian church, 
of which his wife js also a member. The testimony is ample that Mr. Muller 
is a good citizen in the full sense of the term and worthy of honor and public 
trust, ever doing worthily and well whatever he puts his hand to do. 


‘ POTIN “AL SEW TZ... 

Success in life comes to the deserver. It is an axiom demonstrated by 
all human experience that a man gets out of this life what he puts into it, 
with a reasonable interest on the investment. The individual who inherits a 
large estate and adds nothing to his fortune cannot be called a successful 
-man. He that falls heir to a large fortune and increases its value, is suc- 
cessful in proportion to the amount he adds to his possession. But the man 
who starts in the world unaided and, by sheer force of will, controlled by 
correct principles, forges ahead, and at length reaches a position of honor 
among his fellow-citizens, achieves success such as representatives of the 
two former classes cannot understand nor appreciate. To a considerable 
extent, the subject of this sketch is a creditable representative of the class 
last named, a class which has furnished much of the bone and sinew of the 
country, and has added to the stability of our government and its institu- 
tions. 

John A. Schutz was born on November 30, 1861, in Berne, Switzerland. 
Fe was the son of Jacob and Anna (Gruber) Schutz. Jacob Schutz was 
horn in April, 1829, in Berne, Switzerland, the son of Jacob and Ilizabeth 
Schutz. Jacob Schutz, Sr.jand his wife were farmers and reared a large 
fanuly. .He was a cheesemaker. 

Jacob Schutz, Jr., moved from the canton of Berne to the canton of 
Neuchatel, Switzerland, when John A. was only one and one-half years old. 
This county is along the French border, and here his parents again took 
up farming. John A. Schutz attended the schools in his neighborhood until 
he was thirteen years old. lor three years afterward he attended the night 
school. He helped his father until he was twenty-one years of age and 
then came to America in 1883, direct to Pandora, Ohio. Jacob Schutz, Jr., 
and wife were the parents of fourteen children—Elizabeth, Jacob, Gottfried, 
deceased; Albert, John A., Mary, deceased; Andrew, deceased; Anna, Amiel 
and Louisa. Tour children died in infancy. 


Jacob, Schutz, Jr. and wife came to America and_ settled in) Allen 
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county, Ohio, in 1884. Tour years later they moved to Tippecanoe county, 
ten miles southeast of Lafayette, Indiana, and here he died about seven or 
eight years later, in 1895. His wife then returned to Ohio and lived with 
her son, John A. Schutz, and her daughter, Louisa, until her death, in Octo- 
ber, 1Qo6. | 

John A. Schutz was twenty-one years of age when he arrived in Amer- 
ica, April, 1,883... Ider came-.disectly tou Rutnan county; and: worked" in 
the stone quarries in that district. He followed other odd jobs for about 
three years and then learned the carpenter trade, which he followed for two 
years. At the age of twenty-six Mr. Schutz had saved considerable money. 

At. this time,, May. 24,.1887,-John A: Schutz) was married to: Mary 
3ixler, who was born on the old Bixler homestead, June 22, 1860. She 
was the daughter of Jacob and Barbara (Welty) Bixler, the former of 
whom was born in Wayne county on June 4, 1831, and the latter in \WWayne 
county on April 14, 1832. Jacob Bixler was the son of Jacob and [lizabeth 
(Kammerman) Bixler, both of whom were natives of Switzerland, the 
former of whom was born in 1801 and the latter on September 28, 1797. 
They emigrated to America on the Danish ship ‘“Vetes,” whose voyage took 
forty-four days to cross the water. Mrs. Bixler was the daughter of John 
and Barbara (Lugibihl) Welty, the former a native of Switzerland and the 
latter a native of France. She came to America in 1821. Jacob Bixler and 
wife had two children, Sarah, who married Albert Schutz, and Mary, who 
MECC |e MiaA 4 ave lit tize 

Jacob, Dixlen Si. stanchion Amercaron May 14, 1821, and landed in 
July of that. year at New York City, and later became a pioneer of Putnam 
county. Jacob Bixler and wife were the parents of the following children: 
Anna, who died in infancy; Abraham, deceased; Barbara, Peter, Christian, 
John, Elizabeth, Jacob Jr., Anna, Abraham, Daniel, deceased; Daniel, Cath- 
erine, deceased; Mary and David, only two of whom are living. 

John Welty was born on November 14, 1797, a native of. Switzerland. 
He came to America in 1824 and settled in Wayne county, Ohio. Later 
came Barbara (Lugibihl) Welty, his wife, who was born in February, 1807, 
and who died on November 4, 1883. She came with her parents to America 
in 1825, when she met and married John Welty in Wayne county. To them 
were born nine children—Christian, Catherine, Barbara, Peter, Anna, Mag- 
dalena, May, Fannie and John, who died in infancy, only two of whom are 
living at this time. 

After Mr. Schutz’s marriage he rented the old Bixler homestead, one and 
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one-half miles east of Pandora, which he later bought. At this time it com- 
prised eighty acres, to which Mr. Schutz later added twenty acres, and then 
he purchased the old John Suter farm of one hundred acres, on which he 
now lives. Mr. Schutz has always done general farming, and during recent 
years has made a specialty of feeding cattle and hogs. 

Mr. Schutz purchased a lumber yard and planing mill at Pandora about 
1902, where he moved on account of his wife's failing health. He operated 
this mill for five years, and then sold out and returned to the farm. In addi- 
tion to his other interests, Mr. Schutz is a stockholder in the farmers’ Bank- 
ing Company at Pandora. 

Six children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. -‘Schutz—Martha, who 
died in infancy; Lavina, who is the wife of Walter Geiger and lives on the 
old home: place; Hiram, who lives with his sister, Lavina; Ichner,,who 1s 
unmarried and a student in Otterbein University; Hula, who is unmarried 
and at home, and Matilda, who died in infancy. 

John A. Schutz has been a member of the Putnam county fair board for 
eight years. He is a Democrat and has served his township as trustee for 
twelve years. He and his wife are members of the Grace Mennonite church. 
John A. Schutz is one of the most substantial citizens of this community. 
He is aman of resolute determination and high ideals, and enjoys the entire 
confidence of the people who live in his community. No better evidence of 
this can be cited than the long term which he has served the people of Riley 
township as trustee, the duties of which office Mr. Schutz has discharged to 
the entire satisfaction of his constituents. 


CHATS REIOD ES: 


One of the well-known farmers of Sugar Creek township, Putnam 
county, Ohio, who has long been prominent in the agricultural life of this 
county, 1s Charles Rhodes, a native of Sugar Creek township and the grand- 
son of one of the pioneer settlers of this county. VPhe khodes family has 
long been connected with the history of Sugar Creek township and in all 
of these years have gained for themselves an enviable reputation for sobriety, 
mtelligence and congemality. They have long been known for their success 
in agricultural affairs and for the large measure which they have contributed 
to the progress and prosperity of this section of Putnam county. 


Charles Rhodes was born on September 30, 1808, in Sugar Creek town- 
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ship, Putnam county, Ohio. He is the son of James and Elizabeth (Guffy ) 
Rhodes, the former of whom was born in Ifranklin county, Ohio, March 12, 
1828, and who died on October 12, 1914. James Rhodes was the son of 
Peter and Catherine (Huffman) Khodes. Peter Rhodes came to Putnam 
county in 1834 and entered land from the government on Hog creek in the 
western part of Sugar Creek township, where he afterward operated a grist- 
mill on the banks of Hog creek. He also operated a store in the early days, 
was one of Putnam county's first citizens and passed through all of the pioneer 
experiences of his time. He died while still a comparatively young man. 
His wife survived him only a short time. They had eight children, six sons 
and two daughters, John, Jacob, James, William, George, Mary, Elizabeth 
and Joseph, who died in childhood. James Khodes, the father of Charles, 
was only four years old when he came with his parents to Putnam county. 
Fle spent his childhood on the old Khodes homestead and here grew to man- 
hood. When he was thirty-two years of age, he was married on May 6, 
1860, to Elizabeth Guffy, who was born in Sugar Creek township, August 20, 
1840, and who was the daughter of William and Mary Ann (Jacobs) Guffy. 
William Guffy was born on November 22, 1806, in Franklin county, Ohio, and 
was the son of John and Nancy (Pendleton) Guffy. John and Nancy. Guffy 
were natives of Kentucky. Henry Guffy, the father of John, came with two 
brothers from Ireland and settled in INentucky at a very early date. He was 
killed by the Indians. John Guffy had one full brother, one full sister and 
five half-brothers and sisters. Of these, the full brother, Henry Gufty, was 
killed by the Indians near Terre Haute, Indiana, im 1812 or 1813: John 
Guffy was a voung man when he came to Olio with his mother and _ step- 
father, who settled in Franklin county. John was married there and lived 
on leased land. He came to Putnam county in 1829 and entered a tract of 
land in Sugar Creek township. Fle did not come permanently to reside, 
however, until 1831, when he entered additional land, making a total of three 
hundred and four acres, upon which he made his home until his death, July 
1, 1874. Of his land, forty acres were obtained with a warrant granted him 
for services in the War of 1812. This tract was increased to three hundred 
and four acres, and he owned, besides, one hundred and twenty acres in 
Kansas. John and Nancy Guffy were the parents of the following children: 
Isaac and Wilham, twins, of whom Isaac died in Kansas in 1885; Margaret, 
deceased, who married Samuel Parker; Tlenry, deceased; Jane, who mar- 
ried James MecWinley; Joseph, who was killed by a falling tree in 1835; 
Aquilla, who died leaving a family of six children; Sarah, who married Jacoh 
Rhodes; Nelson, who lives in Michigan; and [hizabeth, who married Will- 
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fam Mecham: “William, ome Or the twins, married’ Mary Arm’ ‘Jacobs anc 
they “have the’ followmg children, Samuel, ° fhzabeth, “Alexander, Anetta, 
George, James, Sarah and Alice. Mary Ann’Guffy died ‘on November 8, 
1864. | 

James Khodes went to California in 1850 and worked in the gold mines 
for rour™years. ater, he returned to Putnam’ county and, after six years 
was married and settled on a part of the homestead of his father, just north 
of Rimer, in Sugar Creek township, where he lived the remainder of his life, 
with the exception of three years which he spent in Columbus Grove. He 
died onthe old. home place.on October 12, 1914, at, the ripe old age oft 
eighty-six years. Jle was a member of the Ottawa River Christian church 
and a Republican in politics. 

James and [ehzabeth (Guff) Rhodes had five sons, I*rancisco, who died 
at the age of eighteen months; \Willhiam, who married Mary Blosser and lives 
in Sugar creek ‘township; Frank, who hves in Texas; Charles, the subject 
of this sketch; and James, who died in infancy. 

Charles Rhodes, who was born on the old homestead where he spent his 
childhood and youth, has resided on the farm since that time. He attended 
-the RKimer district school, and after finishing school, he continued to help 
his father on the home place. At the age of nineteen years, he took charge 
of the place and at the age of twenty-seven he was married on February 12, 
1890, to Elizabeth Stevick, who was born in Allen county, in Marion town- 
ship, December 3, 1808. She was the daughter of Jacob and Mary (Thomas) 
otevick. 

Jacob Stevick was born in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, December 7, 1843, 
and was of German descent. Huis wife, Mary ‘Thomas, was born in North 
Wales, on July 13, 1840, and was the daughter of John W. and Mary 
(Arthur) Thomas. She came to America with her parents when five years 
old and spent the remainder of her life in Allen county. She died in July, 
1872, and Jacob Stevick died in February, 1906, at the age of sixty-six years. 
Ile and his wife had five children, three sons and two daughters, John, who 
married imma loote; Elizabeth, the wife of Mr. Rhodes; \William, who died 
at the ave of five years; Margaret, who is the wife of P. N. Patton; and 
Archibald, who died in infancy. 

After Charles Kkhodes was married, he continued to farm the old home 
place, which has been his residence since that time. He has always done 
general farming and has been very successful. Mr. Rhodes’ farm has a 
seven-room, modern residence, < commodious barn and other outbuildings 
which are neatly kept. Tle owns fifty-five acres and, with his brother Will- 
lam, farms one hundred and eighteen acres. 
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Charles Rhodes attends the Ottawa River Christian church of which 
Mrs. Rhodes is a member. Ele isa Republican. Ile is a member of Knights 
of PythiasiLodge,.No;.741;,0f Yaughnsville. He-is. one of Sugar Creek 
township's well-known and substantial farmers. He is a clean-cut and pro- 
oressive citizen and. trom every standpoint, 1s highly deserving of representa- 


WIL VAN Dy REODES: 


The success of men in business, farming or, in fact, any other vocation, 
depends upon many things, but among the things upon which it depends is 
character in the individual. ‘The relations of life between farmers and busi- 
ness men demand confidence, and where that is lacking business relations of 
the farmer end. In every community some men are known for their upright 
lives, common sense and moral worth. Neighbors and acquaintances respect 
them and the younger. generation heed their example. They win their way 
as a consequence of untiring energy and correct principles and through 
proper application hold the respect of their fellow-men. Among the well- 
known farmers of Sugar Creek township, Putnam county, Ohio, who has 
won in the battles of life by sheer merit is Wilham D. Rhodes. Mr. Rhodes 
belongs to one of the pioneer families of Putnam county, and his name is 
one that has been honored for several generations in the history of this county. 

William D. Kkhodes was born in Sugar Creek township, Putnam county, 
Ohio, on August 30, 1861. Fle is the son of James W. and Elizabeth (Guffy) 
Rhodes. James Rhodes was born in Franklin county, Ohio, on Mareh 12, 
1828, and died on October 12, 1914. He was the son of Peter and Catherine 
(Huffman) Rhodes. Peter Rhodes came to Putnam county in 1834 and 
entered land from the government on Hog creek, in the western part of 
Sugar Creek township. Tle established a grist mill on the banks of Hog 
creek, and also operated a store in the early days. He was orfe of Putnam 
county’s pioneer citizens and passed through all of the pioneer experiences 
of the day. He died when still comparatively a young man. Tis wife sur- 
vived him only a short time. They had eight children, six sons and two 
daughters, John, Jacob, James, William, George, Mary [Elizabeth and Joseph, 
who died in childhood. 

James Khodes was only four years old when he came with his parents 
to Putnam county. tle spent his childhood and youth on the old) Rhodes 


homestead and here he grew to manhood. When he was thirty-two years 
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of age he was married on May 6, 1860, to Elizabeth Guffy, who was born in 
Sugar Creek township on .\ugust’ 20, 1840, and who was the daughter of 
Wilham and Mary Ann (Jacobs) Guffy. Wilham Guffy was born in lranklin 
county, Ohio, on November 22, 1806, and was one of twins, the first-born 
children of John and Nancy (Pendleton) Guffy, natives of Kentucky. John 
Guffy’s father, Henry ,Guffy, came with two brothers from Ireland and 
settled’ im Kentucky ata very ‘early date.’ Henry Guffy was killed by the 
-Indians. John Guffy had one full brother, one full sister and five half-brothers 
and sisters. Tlis full brother, Henry Guffy, was killed by the Indians near 
Verre Haute, Indiana, in 1812 or 1813. John Guffy was a young man when 
he came to Ohio with his mother and step-father, who settled in Franklin 
county. John Guffy was married there and lived on leased land until in 1820, 
when he came to Putnam county. T*orty acres of his land was obtained by a 
warrant eranted” him for iS’ services in the War of 1842. — Tiis tract he 
increased to three hundred and four acres, and owned, besides, one hundred 
and twenty acres in Kansas. Mr. Guffy was a well-known farmer in Putnam 
county. Ile was married to Mary Ann Jacobs in 1834, and to them were 
born ten children, two of whom died in infancy. Those who lived were: 
Samuel, Elizabeth, the wife of James Khodes; Alexander, who died a prisoner . 
im tie Civil Wars~Anetta, who married Noah Mevers; George and James, 
farmers; Sarah, who married John Cratty, and lice, who married Christo- 
pher Sakemuller. Wialham Guffy’s wife died on November 8, 1864. 

James Rhodes went to California in 1850 and worked in the gold mines 
for four years. Later he returned to Putnam county, and six years afterward 
was married. Tle settled on a part of the homestead of his father just north 
of Rimer in Sugar Creek township, and here he lived the remainder of his 
life, with the exception of three years, which he spent in Columbus Grove. 
Here on the old homestead he died on October 12, 1914. He was a member 
of the Ottawa River Christian church and was a Republican in_ politics. 
James and [lizabeth Rhodes had five sons, lrancisco, who died at the age 
of eighteen months; William, who is the subject of this sketch; Frank, who 
lives in ‘Texas; Charles, who is a farmer in Sugar Creek township, and James, 
who died in infancy. 

William 1. Rhodes spent his childhood and youth on the old) Rhodes 
homestead north of Rimer, at which time he attended the Kimer district 
school and, with the exception of one terme spent at the Neirns district school, 
received all of Ins education i this school. After finishing school he con- 
tinued to help his father on the farm, where he remained, with the exception 


of one year, until he was twenty-five years of age, when he was married, 
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Willian 1D Rhodes was marniied on December 0; 1686, to Mary A. 
Blosser, who was born in l‘atrfield county, Ohio,.on May 14, 1859. She 1s 
the daughter of Jacob and Sophroma (Seitz) Blosser. Jacob Blosser was 
a native of Pennsylvania, born in 1830. He came to Fairfield county, Ohio, 
when a young man and here he met and married Sophronia Seitz. © After 
their marriage they resided for a few years in I*airheld county, and when 
Mary .\. was an infant they moved to Union township, Putnam county, 
about three miles east of Kalida. In later years they. moved two and one- 
half miles south of Kalida, where they now reside. Jacob Blosser died at 
this place in August, 1892, where his wife, Sophronia, still survives. Jacob 
Blosser was a lifelong member of the Baptist church. Tle was a Democrat 
in politics and a successful farmer, who owned one hundred and four acres 
of land. He was a faithful member of the church, a devoted husband and 
aiovine father. Tis wife is also'a member of the Baptist church. «Jacob 
Blosser and wife had thirteen children, five sons and eight daughters, Lydia, 
Mary A., Catherine, Alice, Sarah,’ Elizabeth}-Sophronia;:JohniS>:Glvarlesmby. 
Itnoch, deceased; Noah, deceased; Ida and Idson. Mrs. William D. khodes 
received her early education in Union township and remained there until her 
marriage to Mr. Rhodes. 

After his marriage William D. Rhodes lived on the old home place for 
three years, and the following spring. in 1889, he moved to a farm owned by 
his father just south of Kimer, which farm consisted of fifty-eight acres. 
lrour years later he purchased this farm from his father, it having at the 
time only an old frame house and a log barn. Mr. Khodes proceeded to 
drain, clear and fence the farm. He built a substantial eight-room residence 
and a conunodious barn, thirty-six by fifty-four feet, and other buildings in 
keeping with the surroundings. Today Mr. Rhodes has one of the finest 
farms in the township, and it is almost wholly the result of his own efforts. 
In addition to operating this land, Mr. Rhodes is in partnership with his 
brother Charles, who farm altogether one hundred and twenty-one acres. 
Willian 1D. Rhodes has always done general farming and attributes his suc- 
cess to the raising of hogs. 

To Wilham D. and Mary A. (Blosser) Rhodes two children. have been 
born, [Flizabeth and Flarvey J. William 1D. Rhodes is a member of the 
Ottawa River Christian church, of which Mrs. Rhodes and both the children 
are also members. Mr. Rhodes is a Republican. tle served as township 
assessor for two terms. Both of the Rhodes children were graduates of the 
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FOSTERS EDWARDS. 


It is with pleasure that the biographer has an opportunity to place befare 
the readers of this work the hfe record of the honorable gentleman whose 
name imitiates this paragraph. The history of Putnam county would be 
wholly incomplete were the name of Joseph B. ISdwards not included in the 
list of well-known citizens, who have contributed so much to the progress 
and prosperity of this county. Joseph B. Itdwards has spent many years of 
influence and usefulness in this community and is a broad-minded, conscien- 
tious worker and a successful farmer. Ile is honored and respected by his 
neighbors, and his career 1s a splendid example of what the young man of 
today may accomplish if he starts out in life with worthy ambitions and right 
ideals. 

Joseph B. edwards was born in Sugar Creek township, Allen county, 
Ohio, November 20, 1860. Tle is the son of Josiah and Susan (Breese) 
Kdwards. Josiah Idwards was born in Montgomeryshire, North Wales, 
May 30, 1826, and was the son of Josiah, Sr., and Margaret (Jones) Id- 
wards. Josiah Edwards, Sr., was a farmer by occupation. He lived and 
died in Wales. Josiah Edwards, Jr., and wife and one child came to America 
in 1855, arriving here in the spring. They settled first in Utica, New York, 
where he was employed on a dairy farm. The following fall, in 1855, he 
came to Allen county, Ohio, and settled at Gomer. Tlis first employment 
was with Griffith John, a contractor who built the Pennsylvania railroad from 
Lima to Elida. The following summer he rented a farm on “Calico Ridge” 
in Sugar Creek township, Allen county, and here he lived for about seven 
vears. Ile moved to Sugar Creek township, Putnam county in 1862, and 
settled on eighty acres, one and one-half miles southwest of Vaughnsville on 
the Old Ridge road which farm he purchased. The Jand was in a virgin 
state and had only an acre or two cleared. Josiah [dwards, Jr., took this 
task in hand and succeeded in getting it all cleared except eight acres, and 
drained. He built a large frame house in 1873, consisting of ten rooms, and 
a large frame barn in 1879. Fle has always been engaged in general farming 
and attributes his success mostly to raising corn and hogs. Tle has also been 
successful in raising good horses. 

Josiah ldwards, Jr., enlisted in the Hundred and lifty-first Regiment, 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, near the close of the Civil War, and served one 
hundred days. Tle was mustered into the service on May 13, 1864, at Camp 
Chase, Ohio, and was mustered out on August 27, 18604. The regiment was 
first stationed at Forts Sumpter, Mansteld and Simmons. During the active 
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operations of the rebels against Washington, D. C., on July 11 and 12, the 
larger part of the regiment was under fire, and several of the companies were 
in the forts which were engaged in the battle. 

Josiah Edwards, Jr., and wife had born to them one child before they 
arrived: mi Americay' This! child! John} arrived at Gomer, in Allen county. 
Josiah and Susan (Breese) Edwards came from Utica, New York, to Buffalo 
by canal boat, and from Buffalo to Cleveland by steamer, from Cleveland to 
Toledo on Lake [trie by steamer, and from Toledo to Delphos, Ohio, by the 
way of the Miami and Erie canal. They walked to Gomer from Delphos. 
Josiah and Susan (Breese) [edwards had five children, John, born in \WVales 
on January 28; 1851, died\at Gomer, November 8)'1855; Margaret, the second 
child was the deceased wife of B. I*. Thomas; Joseph B., the subject of this 
sketch; Mary, the wife of Thomas S. Williams; John \W. was the fifth child. 
Josiah edwards died on August 17, 1897, at the ripe old age of seventy-one 
years. [le was a member of the Gomer Congregational church and was a 
deacon in this church for many years. [his wife was likewise a member. 
Josiah Edwards, Jr., was a Republican. Tle was a devout Christian and a 
man of high ideals and sterling integrity. He enjoyed the respect of his 
fellow citizens. Susan (Breese) Itdwards was the daughter of John and 
Mary (Iédwards) Breese. She was born in Montgomeryshire, North Wales, 
May 12, 1827. She had one brother-and tive sisters, all of whom came 
to America and all of whom settled in Jowa, except Mrs. Sarah Morris, who 
settled at Vaughnsville where she died. Mrs. Susan (Breese) [Edwards lived 
on the old home place until her death on November 5, 1900. 

Joseph B. Edwards was born on “Calico ridge” in Sugar Creek town- 
ship, Allen county, and when about two years old his parents removed to 
Sugar Creek township, Putnam county. It was on this old homestead of 
his father that he spent his childhood and youth. He attended the old Bryn 
Tawa district school. After finishing the common school, he attended the 
Ohio Northwestern University at Ada, where he took a commercial course in 
1881, after which he returned home and helped his father on the home farm. 
He remained on the farm until twenty-six years of age when he was married 
on December 15, 1886, to Mary A. Lewis, who was born in Butler county, 
Ohio, June to, 1865, and who was the daughter of Wilham and [hzabeth 
(Jones) Lewis. Vhe ancestral history of the Lewis family is to be found 
in the sketch of John A. Lewis, contained elsewhere in this volume, the sub- 
ject of which sketch is a brother of Mrs. Joseph B. ledwards. 

After the marriage of Mr. Hdwards, he remained on the home farm 


until the following April, when he moved to the Thomas farm, two miles 
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west of Vaughnsville, where he remained until the present time. Tle pur- 
chased forty acres of land and at different times twenty acres, fifteen acres 
and forty acres, making one hundred and fifteen acres in all. Mr. Iedwards 
has rebuilt his residence and now has a commodious eleven-room residence, 
and a large barn and other buildings in keeping with the surroundings. [is 
farm is well improved and consists of splendid land. 

Joseph "By and” Mary "Al (Lewis) Fdwards have seven emildrény - four 
sons and three daughters, John Robert, William Josiah, Bessie, Grace, 
Spencer, Edith and Joseph By, Jr.- Of these children, John Robert was born 
on October” 29, 1887, married Mabel “Clevenger, and they ‘have’one} child, 
Maxie They live in “Stgar Creek township: Wwilhani” Josialt™ May 28, 
1889, married May Surdival, and they ‘reside in Lima; Bessie; March 21, 
189, is unmarried and lives at home; Grace, June 5, 1894, is a student at 
the Ottawa Normal School; Spencer, November 21, 1896; Edith, May 4, 
1Q02; and Joseph 'B.,” jr.) "November 27, Tore: 

Joseph B. Idwards and his wife are members of the Congressional 
church at-Gomer. Mr.-Edwards” isa trustee im this ‘church.’ “Heois'a Re- 
publican, having served as trustee in Sugar Creek township from 1891 to 
1g00. He also served several years as a member of the township school 


board. 


AENRYSROWIPETA MS. 


Improvement and progress may well be said to form the key note of 
the character of Henry R. Willams, a well-known and intluential farmer and 
stock raiser of Sugar Creek township, for he has been a nindustrious man all 
his life, keeping abreast of the times in every respect. A leading citizen of 
the township, he has made his influence felt among his fellow men, and has 
earned a name for enterprise, integrity and honor that entitles him to worthy 
notice ina work of the nature of this volume. 

Henry Rk. Wilhams was born in Sugar Creck township on November 
5, 1871, the son of David L. and Mary (Grifhth) Wailhams, who are men- 
tioned, specifically, in the sketch of the subject’s brother, John DD. Williams, 
elsewhere in this work. tlenry Rk. \Wailltams was reared on the paternal 
farmstead, and attended the old) Michael district school in the neighborhood 
where he secured a good practical education. tle then took a term of normal 
work in the Tri-State College, at Angola, Indiana, after which he remained 


at home and assisted lis father in the operation of the old homestead until 
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attaining his majority. He was then employed in Lima, Ohio, two years, 
working in the Lima steel works and then for a year was in the West. The 
next two years he spent in the Lima oil felds where he gained valuable ex- 
perience, and in March, 1908, decided to apply himself to the pursuit of agri- 
culture. To this end he located on a part of his father’s farm, one and one- 
quarter miles south of Vaughnsville, where he has continued to reside ever 
since. He first purchased eighty-hve acres, to which he later added forty- 
one acres, and still Jater another tract of twenty-five acres, thus giving him 
an estate of one hundred and fifty acres, comprising some of the best farm- 
ing land in this section of Ohio. ‘To the cultivation of this farm he has ap- 
phed himself unrenuttingly, and by the most indefatigable effort, combined 
with sound discretion and good management, he has achieved a splendid 
success as a farmer. 

Henry Kk. Wilhans was married on May 20, 1896, to: Emma Gander, 
who was born in Sugar Creek township on December 11, 1869, being the 
daughter.of John and Susan (Garner) Gander. John Gander was born in 
Franklin county on October 6, 1822. the son of John and [ehzabeth ( Nendall) 
Gander. John Gander, Jr., came to Putnam county in 1838, and on June 24, 
1847, was married to Susan M. Garner, who was born in Culpepper county, 
Virginias;on June, 17, 1827. -hersenror ‘Mr. Gatidéer and his wife are both 
deceased, he dying on September 2, 1858,-and she on November 21, 1865. 
Mrs. Gander’s father, William W. Garner, died on June 6, 1867, and her 
mother, [Hlizabeth (Storer) Garner, died on March 5, 1853. They came to 
Putnam on January 1, 1837. John Gander was a justice of the peace for 
eighteen years, an assessor for seven years and he also held the offices of 
township clerk and treasurer for a number of vears. John Gander died on 
January, 3, 1894, and his wife, Susan Gander, on October 3, 1909. They 


were the parents of nine children, namely: John \Wailham, born on April rs. 


1848. died on January. 25, t849y Elizabeth, January 22) 1850; Nantv. October 
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of Vaughnsville, and there grew to womanhood. To Henry Rk. and Emma 
(Gander) Walhams have been born seven children, as tollow: Clyde. on 
March 3, 1897; Harold, July 13, 1899, died on October 22, 1914; .\llen and 
Aileen, twins, August 21, 1901; George, August 21, 1903; Ivan, October 25, 
boos) Willard, January 20, 1908. 


Llenry Re Williams and wife are both futhtul and carnest members of 
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the Christian church, of which he is a trustee. Tle is a member of Lodge 
No. 711, Knights of Pythias, at Vaughnsville, while politically, he gives his 
support to the Republican party. During the years 1902 to 19060 he served 
efficiently as trustee of Sugar Creek township, winning the commendation 
of his fellow-citizens by his conduct of the office. His well-directed energy 
in the practical affairs of life, his capable management of his: own business 
interests and his sound judgment, have demonstrated what may be accom- 
plished by the man of energy and ambition, who proved that he is the pos- 
sessor Of those inate qualities, which never fail to bring success 1f properly 
directed. Because of lis high character and clean lite, Mr. Williams enjoys 
a well deserved popularity throughout the community where his life has 


been spent. 


JOURN JEVENIRY (OT EIMbA Ns 


The earlicst representatives of the Hoffman family in America came 
irom the village of Glandorf, in the Province of Hanover, Germany, and 
settled near Glandorf, Putnam county, about one year after the arrival of 
Irather Horstman and his colony, who founded Glandorf, Putnam county. 
They were the paternal grandparents of John Henry Hoffman, the immediate 
subject of this biographical review, who is a farmer in Jackson township and 
owns eighty acres of land in section 12. Mr. Hoffman has not lved upon 
this farm continuously during his marriage, but a part of the time occupied 
the old [loffman homestead. l’or many years Mr. Hoffman was a vocalist 
in the St. John’s Catholic church choir at Glandorf. He now sings in the 
choir of St. Michael’s church at Kalida. The paternal grandparents of John 
Henry Hoffman were the first Hoffmans to settle in this county. They had 
only two children, Ferdinand, deceased, and William I*., the father of John 
Henry. 

John Henry Hoffman was born in Glandorf, Putnam county, Ohio, on 
December 8, 1867. Hlis parents were William I*rederick and Clara (Schroe- 
der) Hoffman, Mr. Hoffman's maternal grandparents came from Germany 
and settled near Glandorf, in Greensburg township. Among their children 
were [lenry, Carl and Clara. \Walliam [rederick Hoffman attended school 
at Glandorf in his early youth and lived on his father’s farm. Tle learned 
the carpenter trade and worked at it at Glandorf. Later he became a school 
teacher and was an accomplished musician and was organist at St. Jolin’s 


churel) at Glanderf for many years. Ile was also organist at St. Paul, Ot- 
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tawa and at St. Mary’s church at Leipsic. Ile established a dry goods store 
and general mercantile business at Glandorf and divided his attention between 
business and farming. Tle owned about eighty acres of land. [lis teaching 
experience covered a period of about twenty-five years. William [rederick 
and Clara [loffman had the following children: John, deceased; Mary, Will- 
iain, Theresa, Amelia, who died when two years old; Frank, John Henry, 
Anna, who died in 1908, and Charles. William I'rederick Hoffman died’ on 
April 29, 1915, on the old home place with his son Charles. Mrs. William F. 
Hoffman died on February 6, 1898. Fler remains were interred at Glandorf, 
as was also those of her hushand. \William I°. Floffman was a member of the 
Ohio General Assembly for two terms, having been nominated and elected 
on the Democratic ticket. He served for many years as justice of the peace 
at Glandorf. 

John Henry Hoffman was educated in Glandorf, and in early youth 
worked on his father’s farm, where he also worked at the carpenter trade. 
Mr. Eloffman was married on June 12, 1895, to [elizabeth Tlertzog, the daugh- 
ter of Barney and Mary (Wilkins) Ilertzog. After his marriage Mr. Hoffman 
remained one year on the home farm and then removed to his present eighty 
acres in section 12 of Jackson township, land that he had bought previous to 
his wnarriage. ...clelived on the eighty-acre farm for two years and then 
returned to the home farm, where he lived for three years, at the end of which 
time Mr. Hoffman again returned to his farm in Jackson township. He 
erected the buildings which are now standing on the farm and improved the 
place generally. He cleared forty acres of the land and has thoroughly 
drained it. John H. and Flizabeth (Hertzog) Hoffman have had five chil- 
dren, Hugo, born on March 29, 1897; Clara, January 30, 1899; Loutsa, Sep- 
tember,4,,1901;, Alma, September 13, 1904, and Alwin, September 9, 1908. 
All of these children are attending St. Michael's parochial school at alida. 

Bernard Hertzog father of Mrs. Hoffman, was born in Germany, and 
his wife was born in Dayton, Ohio. Ile came to this country and settled in 
Dayton and was there married to Mary Wilkins, the daughter of Henry and 
Aenes (oietker): Wilkins, who lwed near Dayton” “Four children were 
born to this marriage, two of whom, John and Clemens, are deceased. The 
other two are Ihizabeth, the wile of Mr. Tloffiman, and Trank, Mrs. Tlertzog 
died on April 19, 1879, and after her death Mr. Tlertzog was remarried to 
Mary Smith and had two children by this marriage, Tlerman and = Anna. 
Mr. Hertzog died on October 23, 1914. Of the Tlertzog children by the 
second marriage rank married and lives in Sycamore, Hlinois. Terman 
married Mary, Timmer and lives in Dayton, Ohio. Anna married Carl Zink 


and lives in Dayton also. 
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John Henry Hoffman and family are members of St. Michael's Catholic 
church at Walida, where Mr. [loffiman is a prominent member of the church 
choir. Mr. Hoffmanis a Democrat in politics and served on the school board 
of Jackson township. He is well known and highly respected in this com- 
munity. [lis wife and family are greatly admired and this family may well 
be counted among the best families of Putnam county. 


LNA WS), KoA LE, 

Prominent among the younger generation of progressive and successful 
farmers Of Putnam county, Ohio, is Ignatius Kahle, the well-known citizen 
of Greensburg township. Mr. Kahle is a descendant of some of the earliest 
pioneers of this section, men and women who haye left the impress of their 
personalities upon the life of the community, and in his own day and gencra- 
tion Mr. Kahle is so ordering his life as to also make of himself an example 
of exemplary manhood. He is ambitious to make for himself a success of 
life not only in material matters, but in the things that count for most and 
are Of, lasting, walue, and,..judging of athe-esteent in svhich lie. is held, he is 
already succeeding in the undertaking he has in mind. 

Ignatius Kahle was born on the family homestead in Greensburg town- 
ship, Putnam county, in February, 1876, a son of I*rank and Bernadina 
( Brinknian,) Kahle. rank Iahle, Sr., father of Ignatius Kahle, was born 
on December 21, 1839, on the family homestead in Greensburg township, 
and passed his entire life in the one spot, his death occurring on l’ebruary 23, 
1898.. He was ason of John I*. and Bernadina (Wilberding) Kahle and in 
early manhood was united in marriage with Bernadina Brinkman, born in 
1846, in this county, who was a daughter of Henry and Mary (Rieman) 
Brinkman. The Brinkmans were natives of Germany, who had emigrated 
to this country early in their married life and, after locating in one or two 
different places, finally settled permanently in this county. 

lenatius Kahle is one of a family of twelve children, for particulars of 
which the reader 1s respectfully referred to sketch of the career of Irank 
Kahle, Sr., elsewhere in this volume, and when a youth received his education 
in the common schools of Ins home township. [rom earliest boyhood he 
was carefully trained in the art of successful husbandry by his painstaking 
father, and by the time he had reached manhood he was well versed in the 
practical side of agriculture. 
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Mr. Iahle was united in marriage on April 16, 1902, to Catherine 
Duling, a daughter of Willham and Anna (Schroeder) Duling and a native 
of this county. William Duling, father of Mrs. Ignatius Kahle, was born 
in this county and educated in its pubhe schools. His parents were both 
natives of Germany, who lived for many years in Ottawa township, this 
county, where they were known as successful farmers. Anna Schroeder, 
wife of William Duling, was a daughter of Elenry and Catherme Schroeder, 
who came from Germany directly to this county, where they located in 
Greensburg township and were actively engaged in farming for many years. 
She was one of a family of thirteen children; the others living are: John, 
William, , Charles,,. Matthew,7l'nank, Satie vandy Theresa... -\fter «\Wilbam 
Duling and Anna Schroeder were married they moved to a farm of eighty 
acres in Greensburg township, on which spot their family was reared. .\t 
the time they obtained possession of it there was not much done to it in the 
way of improvements, but they bravely set to work, cleared the greater part 
of the land, put it all into an excellent state of cultivation and built many 
buildings, so that it came to be one of the comfortable homes of the com- 
munity. They were the parents of four children, namely: Henry, Catherine, 
wite of our immediate subject; Anna and: Frank. Henry- married Adeline 
Recker and resides in Ottawa township, this county; they are the parents of 
five children: Anna became the wife of Barney Kottenbruck, a farmer of 
Ottawa township, and is the mother of nine children, three of whom are 
dead. I*rank chose Rosa Barlager as his helpmeet, and they make their 
home with his widowed mother on the old Duling homestead, where he 
carries on farming. 

After marriage Ignatius Kahle and wife took up their residence on his 
present homestead of one hundred and sixty acres. which land was at one 


tt ? 


time a portiot or his fathers estate. He has made all:the improvements on 
this land in the way of buildings, having erected fitteen structures in all, 
which are accounted among the best farm buildings im the county. This is 
saying considerable when the excellent conditions prevailing in this county 
are considered. Mr. Kahle carries on general farming, conducting his busi- 
ness along lines most approved by modern scientific experiment and is, there- 
fore, meeting with well deserved success. Tle also pays particular attention 
to the rearing of Shorthorn cattle, finding this a most remunerative side line 
to us regular business as agriculturist. In all, Mr. Kahle owns three hundred 
and thirteen acres of some of the best farm land in this section, and every 
acre of it bears silent witness to the excellent care given it by the owner. 
To denatius and Catherine (Duling) Wahle have been born an inter- 
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esting family of six children, namely: I*rances Mary Bernadina on March 
22, 19023; Ainos Prank John, |uly 7, T9053 Clara’ Mary <\nii, June 26, 1907; 
Henry Frank William, November 2, 1909; Herbert Barney Ignatius, March 
15, 1912, and Anna Mary Katherine, May 21, 1914. Mrs. Kahle 1s a woman 
of charming manners, who is much admired among her circle of friends 
and whose true mother heart is anxious that the little ones in her care shall 
be so trained as to be able to fill places of usefulness in the world when they 
come to years of manhood and womanhood. 

Tenatius Kahle and family are devout members of St. Michael's Catholic 
church at Ialida, while the others mentioned within this sketch were of St. 
John's at Glandorf. Mr. Kahle votes the Democratic ticket, although he has 
no aspirations for the doubtful honors of a political career. He is an excellent 
specimen of sturdy young manhood and such as he form the foundation upon 


which the structure of our national wholesomeness is built. 


ORRIN BRYANT GURNEY. 


A distinguished veteran of the Civil War and a resident of Putnam 
county, Ohio, since 1883, Orren Bryant Gurney is one of the highly respected 
citizens of Van Buren township, where he has long made his home. .\s a 
youth he was very anxious to serve his country during the war, and made 
two attempts to enter the service before he finally succeeded, his father 
spoiling the first two attempts he made to get into service. He has been a 
life-long farmer, and has met with excellent success in all of his agricultural 
operations, 

Orren b. Gurney, the son of John and Ruth (Pearson) Gurney, was 
born on February 4, 1844, at Alexandria, Licking county, Ohio. His father 
was born on January 31, 1815, at Cummington, Massachusetts, a son of Asa 
J. and Lucy (Bryant) Gurney, natives of the same place. Asa Gurney was 
a son of Asa Gurney, Sr., a Revolutionary soldier, who enlisted no less than 
seven different times during the struggle for independence. 

The family record of the Gurney family has been distinetly traced back 
through generations to Mollie Reed, who was one of the Mayflower party, 
how famous in American history. It is stated on reliable authority that 
Orren B. Gurney can trace his ancestry without a break in the lineage to 
1603, and with one or two breaks in lineage to g50. Asa Gurney, Jr, was 
a woolen manufacturer in Massachusetts, and made annual trips to Ohio in 
the early part of the nineteenth century to buy wool. In these trips it was 
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his custom to purchase a horse and saddle, which he used to ride over the 
country in buying wool for lis factory. After fintshing Jus trip he would 
trade his horse and saddle for a piece of land, and in this way accumulated 
two hundred and fifty acres ofsfarming land in Licking county. Ile bought 
the best quality of Merino wool, which he shipped through the old Ohio 
canal to Cleveland, from which point it was sent by lake and the Irie canal 
to its destination in Massachusetts. Asa Gurney, Jr., sold out his woolen 
mill interests in Massachusetts along about 1831 and moved to Alexandria, 
Licking county, Ohio, where he spent the remainder of his life, with the 
exception of about fifteen years, when he lived in Granville, Ohio. 

John Gurney came to Alexandria with his parents at the age of sixteen, 
after which time he helped his father on the farm until he was married on 
May 27, 1840, to Ruth Pearson, of Auburn, New York. To this union 
seven children were borm—Paul Pearson, born on May 27, 1842; Orren B., 
born on February 4, 1844; Heber, born on April 1, 1846; David, born on 
May 16, 1848; Willis; born on August 2, 1850; Lucy, born on January 27, 
1652; Winona, B.,..born on December, 8, 1853... John, Gurney, continued to 
live on the old Gurney homestead, in Licking county, until within a year of 
his death, in April, 1888. His wife was of Revolutionary stock, a member 
of the I¢piscopal church and died in 1873. 

Orren B. Gurney attended the common schools of Licking county, and 
remained at home until the opening of the Civil War. After two ineffectual 
attempts to enlist he succeeded in being mustered into the service, May 2, 
1864, and became a member of the One Elundred and Thirty-fifth Regiment, 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He was honorably discharged at the end of his 
enlistment; on September 1,:1864. During his service he participated in 
the battle of John Brown’s school house, near Harper’s Ferry, and during 
this fight his company lost fifteen killed and two companies were taken 
prisoners just prior to the opening of the battle. 

After he returned from the war he went to Lyons, New York, where 
he attended the high school for a time. He then returned to Ohio and took 
a commercial course at Oberlin College, and on leaving college took a trip 
to Missouri, where he remained a year. Upon his return, in 1869, he mar- 
ried and continued residing in Licking county until 1883. In that year he 
came to Putnam county and bought twenty acres of land at that) time in 
Van Buren township, which he cleared and still retains. Subsequently, he 
added about one hundred acres more to his farm, and now has one of the 
best improved and most Iighly productive farms of the township. 
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Mr. Gurney was married on April 1, 1869, to Martha J. Holler, the 
daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth Holler, of Newark, Ohio, and to this 
union three children were born—Roberta Blanch, R. H. and Ruth. Soberta 
Blanch became the wife of William Riches? of Townwood, Ohio, and has 
four children, Adeline, Bryant, Robert and Tracy; R. H. Gurney married 
Christina Sechrist, and they are the parents of four children, two of whom 
are deceased; Ruth is the wife of James \V. Jennings, who lives near Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, and has eight children. ; 

The first wife of Mr. Gurney died on January 14, 1910, and on Novem- 
ber 6, 1913, Mr. Gurney was married to Mrs. Mary A. (Niebel) Dunn, a 
daughter of Obed and Hannah (Nease) Neibel. She was born near Me- 
Cutchenville, \Wyandot county, Ohio. 

Mr. Gurney is a charter member of the North Ridge Grange, No. 1421, 
of which he has been the master for about six years. He is also a member 
of the Grand Army of the Kepublic post at Leipsic, and has served as its 
commander. He is a member of the Ifree and Accepted Masons at Leipsie. 
He was formerly a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, but now he 
is a member of the Evangelical church, to which denomination his wife also 
belongs. 


LOUISWKON ST, 


Not a few of the enterprising citizens of Putnam county, Ohio, were 
either born in the little Kingdom of Holland or are descended from people 
who were born in that thriving domain. The people who have come from 
Holland and their immediate descendants are among the best citizens not 
only of Putnam county, but of any county where they have settled. The 
KKonst family has long been known in this section of the state, and one of 
the enterprising and progressive members of that family 1s Louis NKonst, of 
Miller City, who 1s now engaged in the retail liquor trade in Miller City. 

Lows Konst was born on Irebruary 19, 1872, in Ottawa township, Put- 
ham county, Ohio, on a farm, the son of Lucas and Caroline (Burkhart) 
INonst, the former of whom was a native of Tlolland and the latter a native 
of Ottawa township, this county. 

Lucas Nonst was born in Tolland, and when six years of age came to 
America with his parents, who brought with them their entire family, as 
follow: Jobn, deceased; Watherine and Lucas. The family first settled in 


Cincinnati, where Lucas attended school, and in that city he learned the car- 
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penter trade. When a young man he came with his father and the rest of 
the. family to New Cleveland, Ohio, where they settled on a farm of eighty 
acres. lucas Konst’s sister, Katherine, married Mathias Otto, and lives at 
New Cleveland. .\fter coming to New Cleveland Lucas Konst worked at 
his trade as a carpenter, and here married Caroline Burkhart, the daughter 
of Adam Burkhart and wife, and after his marriage he engaged in farming 
on what is known as the John Beck farm. [Tor some time Mr. Konst farmed 
on shares. Later he moved to the’ Kinnecke farm, near Columbus Grove, 
where he remained for three years, when he bought a farm at [lm Center, 
consisting of forty-seven acres, where he lived until 1910, and then removed 
to Ottawa, where he lived until his death on January 8, 1913. He was sur- 
vived by his widow and the following children: Frank, Charles, John, Joseph, 
Louis, Thomas, Martha, Rudolph, Wilham and Mathias. Of these children 
Irank married Anna Yenner, and lives in Continental, Ohio; Charles first 
married Mary Barlager, and after her death he married Caroline Yenner, 
who died at Continental, Ohio, after which he married Clara Vanvlera, and 
now lives near Hicksville, Ohio; John married Catherine Krouse and lives 
at Leipsic, Ohio; Joseph married Zine higgs and lives in Ottawa; Louis is 
the subject of this sketch; Thomas married [emma Laird and lives in Toledo, 
Ohio; Martha became the wife of William Hammond, and they live at Sher- 
wood, Ohio; Rudolph married Gertrude Alt, and lives in Ottawa; William 
lives in San Diego, California; Mathias married Jennie Klass, and lives in 
Miller City. 

Louis Konst received his education in the schools of Elm Center, Ohio. 
During the early vears of his life he lived on a farm, where he worked for 
some time. Later he was employed ina stave factory. 

Louis Konst was married on April 5, 1898, to Imus I. Niefer, the daugh- 
ter of Marion and Mary (Gingrich) Kiefer, who were residents of Conti- 
nental, and were the parents of the following children: Benjamin, .\manda, 
Imus and Ovel. Mrs. Niefer is now deceased, and her husband is still living 
at Continental. After his marriage Mr. Konst lived in Ottawa and was 
engaged in the restaurant business. He also worked for a time in Conti- 
nental and then engaged in business with Joseph Gingrich. Subsequently 
he engaged, on September 1, 1g00, in business for himself at Continental and 
later moved to a farm of one hundred and forty-nine acres in Defhance county, 
Ohio, which he purchased. Tle lived there for two vears, and improved the 
farm in many ways, erecting a house, barn and other outbuildings. THe 
then bought one hundred acres additional on January 1, 19165. Subsequently 
he moved to Dehiance and later engaged in the meat business on June 1, 1910, 
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in Continental, after which he purchased the business of his brother, Rudolph, 
on November 28, 1gto, and formed a partnership with his brother, Mathias. 
on March 1, 1914, which has continued ever since. 

Yo Louis and Imus |. (Niefer) Konst have been born two children, 
Beulah, on January 1, 1899, and Curtis, \ugust 28, 1gorf. Beulah is a student 
in the Miller City high school and Curtis is also attending school at Miller City. 

Mr. Konst owns his property in Miller City, and also owns two hundred 
and forty-nine acres of land in Dehance county, Ohio. In every respect he 
is a self-made man, and deserves the confidence and respect of the people of 
the county for his industry, frugality and good business management. 

Mr. Ionst 1s a member of the Itraternal Order of Eagles, and in politics 
is a Democrat, but has not been active in political matters. He has devoted 
his attention to his own personal and private business affairs, which accounts 
ina large measure for his success 1n life. 


CELI SW. abi AD. 


One of the well-known farmers of Putnam county, Ohio, is Charles W. 
. Beard, who owns a fertile and productive farm and one which is well 1m- 
proved in every respect. He is a man who has encountered many obstacles 
in life, but he has never been discouraged and has always succeeded in sur- 
mounting whatever obstacles that might arise. Mr. Beard’s predominant 
trait, perhaps, is his optimism, and on this account he is popular among his 
neighbors, highly respected and adnmured by them. Charles \W. Beard comes 
from one of the oldest families in Putnam county; one which has been inti- 
mately connected with the history of this county almost from its beginning. 
Ile is, therefore, in every respect a representative citizen and one entitled to 
representation in this volume. 

Charles \V. Beard was born in Greensburg township, Putnam county, 
Ohio, on December 6, 1860, the son of John and Mary Beard. John beard 
was born in 1830 in airfield county, Ohio. Ile is the son of John, Sr., and 
Mary (Carey) Beard. The paternal grandfather of John Beard was a 
native of Ireland, who settled in the state of Maryland, where he was a 
teacher. Tle lived to be one hundred years old. John Beard, Sr., was born 
in North Carolina and came to lairheld county, Ohio, when a young man. 
[lis wife, who before her marriage was Mary Carey, was born in Maryland 
on July 4, t8oe2, the daughter of John and Mary Carey. “Vo John, Sr, and 
Mary Beard were born six children, Mrs. Margaret Pickering, George, Jacob, 
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Samuel, John and Cornelius. John Beard, Sr., was a miller by trade, and 
died of cholera in 1832.) Phis' widow was later married to J. M. Aten and, 
after bearmeg him six children, died on January 13, 1889. 

John Beard, Jr; the father*oF Charles‘ W )) was’ réared’‘as: a farmer’ and 
educated in the common schools. He began on his account at the age of 
fourteen. In the fall of 1855 he taught his first school at Cuba, in Putnam 
county, and taught four winter terms after that, continuing his professional 
work, however, until 1866, in Greensburg and Jackson townships and in the 
town of l*t: Jennings: After living fora time in Putnam county Mr. Beard 
moved to Franklin county, but subsequently returned to Putnam county and_ 
purchased a farm near [*t. Jennings in 1866. He purchased a farm in Greens- 
burg township in 1872 and moved to this farm in that year. John Beard 
was married on November: 2,'1854, at’ Columbus, Oho, to Mary Jane Case, 
a nativevol New 4 ork’ and therdavehter’ ot facoly'and’ Anna “Casey "There 
were two children born to this unton, \Willam FI., who died in infancy, and 
Charles \W., the subject of this sketch. Mrs. Beard died in 1866 and on Sep- 
tember''22; 1867, Mr. Beard was married to Mrs. Sophia (Shank) Guyton, 
who was born in Ottawa, Putnam county, Ohio, and who was the daughter 
of Henry and’ Barbara (Meyers) Shank,’ natives of Maryland: Henry 
Shank was born near Hagerstown, and was the son of Christian Shank, Sr. 
Barbara Meyers, his wife was born in Maryland and was the daughter of 
John and Mary Meyers. She married Henry Shank in Maryland, soon after 
which they moved to Putnam county. To this second marriage of John 
Beard six children were born, Christian, a farmer near -\uburn, Indiana, who 
married Maude Bibler, and has four children, Joyce, [Isie, Samuel and 
Charles; Luey A., who married John Bibler, of Greensburg township, and has 
had temehildren, eight of. whom’ are living, Flossie, Fay,’ Velma, Coral, Illa, 
Della, Raymond, Dale, Pauline and Woodrow Wilson; John F., of near 
Edgerton, who married Mary Wynkoop, and has four children, John Milton, 
Icy, Preston and Zola; Margaret, who-died in infancy; Ella Is.; who lives on 
her father’s farm, married Clyde M. I*letcher and has one son, Paul Clarence, 
and Samuel S., who lives south of Kalida, married Minnie Kirkendall and 
has three children, Doyle, [felen and Annabel. 

Charles \W. Beard, a son by the first marriage, was reared on his father’s 
farm and attended the district schools of Putnam county. Tle remained on 
this farm until he was twenty years of age. 

Charles W. Beard was married on March 4, 1886, to Lydia Ridenour, 
the daughter of John and Barbara (Nenure) Ridenour. John Ridenour was 
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township. He was born on April 3, 1834, in Putnam county, and was reared 
on his father’s farm. In 1852 he was married to Barbara Nemire, who was 
born in Maryland and came to Putnam county, Ohio, when quite young. 
The paternal grandparents of Mrs. Beard were Henry and Margaret ( Bont- 
haver) Ridenour, who were early settlers in Putnam county, where they 
entered land in Ottawa township. Barbara Nemire was one of eight children 
born to John Nemire and wite. “The others were: Hiram, Edward, Samantha, 
deceased; Mary, Lydia, Henry and John. The father of these children, John 
Nemire, followed farming in Ottawa township, and died at his home on 
January 16, 1892. John and Barbara Ridenour had five children, Barbara A., 
Nary, Lydia J., Henry and John. ~ Barbara A:, born on January 21, 1859, 
married Jonas Shank and has six children. They live near Kalida in Putnam 
county;, Mary, March 18, 1861, married Alfred Shank and has one son. 
They live in Ashtabula, Ohio; Lydia J.” September 12, 1ré62, 16 theswite of 
Mua, Beard, Ienty,; september 15, 1064, “married Carrie Wrieht -and ‘lives 
near Ottawa, Rutnam county;. John, March 14, 1867, married* Catherine 
Farley and has six children. They live near Miller City, Putnam county. 

Charles W. Beard and wife moved to a farm owned by his father in 
Greensburg township, Putnam county. They continued to hve there until 
he purchased the farm upon which he now lives, consisting of eighty acres. 
Mr. Beard rebuilt the house and erected a new barn and other buildings. 
During the flood which swept this part of the state he lost a large number of 
live stock. The water covered almost the entire first floor of his house. 
Despite this loss Mr. Beard took a new start and has regained it. He is a 
man of affluence and also of influence. [le devotes his farm to general lines 
and has a well-kept. place. Mr. Beard is industrious and a man of strict 
integrity. 

To Charles W. and Lydia (Ridenour) Beard two children have been 
born, Margaret Ann on January 7, 1887, died in infancy, and Mary, June 11, 
1884, who is unmarried and lives at home. 

Mrs. Charles \V. Beard has every reason to be proud of her illustrious 
ancestors. The Ridenour family dates back to colonial days. They held a 
family reunion and have printed a volume showing the genealogy of the 
family. It presents an unbroken line of more than one hundred years. 

Charles \W. Beard is a member of the Knights of Pythias. Charles W. 
Beard, wife and family are members of the Christian church and are active 
in both the work of the church and Sunday school. Mr. Beard was a mem- 
her of the school board for eight years, in which office he is still serving. 


Ile is now serving on the board of trustees. 
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WIEETANE TUDOR: 


It is with marked satisfaction that the biographer refers to the life of 
William Tudor, a prominent young farmer of Sugar Creek township, who 
has attained success in a vocation which requires definiteness of purpose and 
determined action. Such a life, whether it be one of calm consecutive en- 
deavor or of sudden meteoric accomplishment, must abound in both lesson 
and incentive and prove a guide to young men whose fortunes and destinies 
are still matters for the future to determine. Walliam ‘Vudor is distinctively 
one of the representative farmers of Putnam county. By patient and per- 
sistent endeavor he has succeeded in overcoming many obstacles with which 
his pathway was beset, and is today considered one of the foremost farmers 
of this county. 

William Tudor was born on July 12, 1877, in Sugar Creek township, 
Putnam county, Oluo. Ee is the son of Ilumphrey and Sophia (Davis) 
Tudor. ELumphrey ‘Tudor was born in 1838 at Drefoldwyn, North Wales. 
Ife came to America with his mother in 1857 at the age of eighteen. They 
shipped from [averpool, england, and on account of the smallpox on board 
the ship they changed their course and went to Halifax, Nova Scotia, where 
they remained in quarantine for about two months. After this they resumed 
their journey and landed in New York. He then came to Ohio, and settled 
near Venedocia, Van Wert county. There he remained for a short time 
and then removed to Allen county, where he obtained employment with 
Richard Evans, a farmer, for whom he worked about three years. 

During this Humphrey Tudor purchased forty acres of land three miles 
west of Gomer, in Allen county. He then rented a farm two miles from 
Gomer, on which he lived for about four years. Just before moving to this 
farm, and when he was twenty-five years of age, he was married on Novem- 
her 7, 1862, to Sophia Davis, who was born near Gomer. To this union 
were born nine children, three of whom died in infaney. Those that sur- 
vived were as follow: Mary, the wife of Owen B. Owens, who died in 
March, 1894; Margaret, who died at the age of twenty-four, July 22, 1&91; 
John, who married Kate Griffith; Jennie, who married [Elmer Reese, and 
who died in June, 1894; [lizabeth, who died at the age of sixteen, on June’ 
7, Sor, and William, the subject of this sketch. Mrs. Sophia (Davis) Tudor 
died on April t2, 1883, when William ‘Tudor was not quite six years old. 

Humphrey ‘Tudor next moved to Sugar Creek township, Putnam county, 
where he purchased one hundred acres-of land, known as the Sol. Slusser 


farm, [tawas located one and one-half miles south of Vaughnsville. During 
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the first summer the family lived im the house on the farm of 1D. 1. Willams 
while Hlumphrey Vudor was building a residence on his own farm, and imto 
which the family moved in the fall On March 27, 1895, Humphrey Tudor 
was again married to Catherine Jones, of Gomer, Allen county, Ohio. She 
is the daughter of Cadwalader Jones and wife. To this last union no children 
were born. Three years after settling here Humphrey udor and wife moved 
to Gomer, where he lived in retirement for seven vears, or until his death, 
March 27, 1895. He was sixty-eight years old at-the time of his death. 

\Wilham Tudor spent his early childhood on the home place, and the 
remainder of his youth until he was seventeen was spent on a farm just south 
of the old home place in the edge of Allen county. He received his early 
education at the old district No. 1, or the old Martz, school. After finishing 
the common schools he took a normal course at the Lutheran College at 
Lima, Ohio. The year following, at the age of nineteen, he taught school in 
Sugar Creek township, Allen county.  J*or the ensuing six years he farmed 
with his brother John in partnership. Vhey had charge of the two hundred 
and four acres belonging to their father. 

On October 8, 1902, at the age of twenty-five vears, Mr. Tudor was 
married to Anna Leah Grifhths, who was born in Sugar Creek township, 
Allen county, on January 18, 1879. She is the daughter of John D. and Jane 
A. (Jones) Griffiths. John D. was born im Delaware county, Ohio, near 
Radner, in 1848, and died in Sugar Creek township, Allen county, in 1881, 
at the age of thirty-three years He was the son of Thomas D. and Sarah A. 
(Jones) Griffiths. The former was probably a native of, Wales and. the 
latter was of Welsh parentage. Jane A. (Jones) Griffiths was born near 
Gomer, Allen county, in 1858, and died in Allen county in March, 1879. She 
was the daughter of Evan W. and Leah (Jones) Jones, both of whom were 
natives of Wales and who settled near Gomer, where they spent the remainder 
of their lives. John D. and Jane A. (Jones) Griffiths had but one child, 
Anna Leah, who is the wife of Mr. Tudor. After the death of his first wife 
John D. Grifhths was again married to Nancy Brenneman, of Allen county, 
and the daughter of Martin and Anna Brenneman.. One child, Thomas, 
was born to this union, and he resides at Decatur, Indiana. After the mar- 
riage of \Wilham Tudor he took charge of the old home place, and has resided 
here ever since. Tle rented this place of his father while the latter was living, 
and at his death inherited the farm. William Tudor has always followed 
general farming and has been quite successful. Elis home place is well im- 
proved, having a seven-room, commodious residence, nicely situated, a large 


barn and other buildings in keeping with the surroundings. Mr. Tudor is 
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the owner of one hundred and twenty-four acres of excellent land. [le has 
heen very successful in raising and feeding hogs. 

After the death of Mrs. Anna Brenneman the daughter was taken by 
Martin Brenneman and family to be reared. She lived with them for about 
two-years; when her father married a daughter of Mr. Brenneman.  -She 
lived with her father until his death, which occurred about a year later. The 
balance of her childhood was spent with her grandfather, Thomas D. Griffiths, 
of Gomer. 

William and Anna [.. (Griffiths) Tudor have two children, John Homer 
was born on October 31, 1903; kobert on March 13, 1908. \William Tudor 
isa member of the Congregational church. \Irs. Tudor is also a member of 
this*church. “Mr. Vudor 1s'a deacon’in therchurch: “Tleois a: Republican in 
politics. 

Wilham Tudor is counted not only as a good farmer, but as a substantial 
citizen and as a man who has added prestige to the agricultural life of Sugar 
Creek township, where he is so well and favorably known. 


AUGUS EUS’ BAGH TALE, 


It is always a pleasure to record the life of one who has lived wisely 
and well, but especially gratifying is it to commemorate those who embody 
in their character the sturdy qualities of famous ancestry. To endure the 
hardships of pioneer life required men and women of strong character and 
resolute purpose, and fortunate indeed is he who comes of such worthy 
stock. Such is Augustus Bachtall, whose grandfather and uncle fought 
under Napoleon, and whose father served for seven years in the 'rench army. 

Augustus Bachtall, who is now living on a farm near Ottawa, Ohio, was 
born in Stark county, this state, on Iebruary 13, 1849. He is the son of 
Nicholas and Elizabeth (Kessler) Bachtall, natives of Alsace-Lorraine, which 
was at the time of their residence there a part of France. 

Both of Mr. Bachtall’s grandparents on the father’s side were born and 
died in Irance. Their children were Mathias, red, Catherine, Elaine, John 
and Nicholas. “Phe grandfather was a soldier under Napoleon, as was also 
John, who risked his life in the siege of Moscow, and who witnessed the 
burning of that historic city. \While many of his compatriots lost their lives, 
he returned to Trance and lived to be honored and aged. The grandparents 
of Mr. Bachtall on the maternal side, Joseph and lFlizabeth Kessler, came 
to America from Alsace-Lorraine and settled on a farm of one hundred and 
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twenty acres in Carroll county, Ohio, where, after living good and useful 
lives, they passed away. ‘Their family of eight children, while born in the 
old country, came to America and took up their residence 1n Carroll county, 
Ohio. These were John, Philip, Michael, Charles, Louis, Mary, Jacob and 
Elizabeth. 

Nicholas Bachtall, father ot the one in whom our interest centers, was 
born on September 5, 1812, in Alsace-Lorraine, and died on August 20, 1895. 
He received his early education in the old country, and, true to his military 
ancestry honored his country by army service for a period of seven years. 
Coming to this country with his brothers and sisters, who settled in Mas- 
sillon county, Ohio, he first worked at his trade of wagon making. In 1846 
he was married to [Elizabeth Kessler, the ceremony taking place in Carroll 
county. [he pioneer instinct was too strong to permit him to be content with 
altrented ome, ‘So"nine’ years later, om April 25, 1855, de. and “his family 
moved to a farm of one hundred and sixty acres two nules north of Ottawa. 
After clearing the land he built a splendid home, and engaged in successful 
farming until his death in 1895. He was prominent in local politics, being a 
Democrat, and during all of Ins life attended the Catholic church. 

Nicholas Bachtall was survived by seven children, Augustus, Elizabeth, 
Caroline, Mary, Leo, Addie and Josephine. Augustus, in whom we are 
especially interested, was six years old when, with his parents, he left Stark 
county, Ohio, and nugrated to Putnam county. Anxious to succeed as a 
farmer, the young man learned from his father the secrets of successful 
agriculture. He married Agnes Brendinghoff in 1886, continuing to make 
his home on the farm with his parents. Some years after the death of his 
first wife Mr. Bachtall was married to Ella Reardon. The second wife passed 
away in 1897. The children of this union were August, born on December 
29, 1891; Carence, October 29, 1896; and Mary E., May 29, 1893, The eldest 
son, August, married Viola ry, widow of John I*ry, and her maiden name 
was Viola Yager, the ceremony taking place in November, 1913. Only nine- 
teen days after the birth of their son, erwin Clarence, who was born on Sep- 
tember 3, 1914, the young wife died. 

Augustus Bachtall and Is son, August, Jr., are now living on a farm of 
one hundred and twelve acres in Ottawa township. While the active manage- 
ment of the farm is carried on by the younger of the two Bachtalls, yet the 
experience of the older man makes him a valuable assistant in matters per- 
taining to agricultural enterprises. 

Augustus Bachtall, Jr, is a young man possessing just such. sterling 


qualities as one coming from a fighting ancestry would be expected to pos- 
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sess. Fle is alert, ambitious and energetic. His usual gaiety of spirits, how- 
ever, has been marred by the death of his young wife. Since his six years 
of schooling in Ottawa, he, too, has been engaged in farming. Like his father, 
Augustus Bachtall, Jr., has always been a Democrat, and a life-long member 
of the St. John’s Catholic church at Glandorf. , 

\While hmiting his business activities to farming, Mr. Bachtall did so in 
such a way as to become well-known in his community, and to merit the con- 
hdence and respect of those who knew him. 


CARL MATHIAS GERDEMANN. 


The twentieth century farmer knows very little of the disadvantages 
which surrounded the pioneer farmers of this state. No longer is the farmer 
compelled to rise early in the morning and continue his labors far imto the 
night. The farmer of today can do as much work in half a day as his fathers, 
fifty years ago, could do.in,a.whole day. The free mail delivery leaves the 
daily paper at his door each morning, his telephone, puts him in communication 
with his neighbors, while the interurban car and automobile enable him to 
participate in all the features of city life. The present generation of farmers 
have no forest to clear, few swamps to drain, while hundreds of inventions 
designed to lighten the labors of the farmers have been put into their hands. 
One of the farmers of Putnam county who has taken advantage of the mod- 
ern inventions and improvements is Carl Mathias Gerdemann, of Union 
township. — 

Carl Mathias Gerdemann was born near Glandorf, in Putnam county, 
Ohio, on May 9, 1869. He is the son of Henry and Bernadina (Tickholt) 
Gerdemann, both natives of Putnam county, the former of whom was born on 
February 19, 1842, and who himself was the son of Casper and Anna Gerde- 
mann, natives of Germany, and the latter of whom was born on May 15, 1846, 
the daughter of Barney and [Elizabeth (Nieman) [iekholt, also natives of 
Germany. 

Casper Gerdemann and his wife, Anna, came to America from Germany 
and located in Putnam county. They were the parents of seven children, 
Casper, Joseph, Ilenry, Mathias, Theodore, Mary and Ithabeth. Theodore 
was a soldier in the Civil \Var, having served in an Ohio regiment. Tle was 
captured by the enemy and died ina military prison. Casper and Anna Gerde- 
mann were prominent and influential members of the community in which they 
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lived and active in all the good works of the neighborhood. They were bur- 
ied in Grandview cemetery. Barney Mickholt and his wile, lehzabeth, who 
was a Nieman, also came from Germany to Putnam county, at an early date, 
and settled near Glandorf. Vhey were the parents of six children, Joseph. 
Martha, Henry, William, Charles and Bernadina, the last of whom was the 
mother of the immediate subject of this sketch. . 

Henry Gerdemann, Sr., grew to manhood on the paternal farm near 
Glandorf. He was married, on May 5, 1868, to: Bernadina Eickholt, and 1m- 
mediately moved to a farm of one hundred and ten acres in Union township. 
Henry Gerdemann has lived retired during recent years, with his son, Henry, 
Jr. His wife died in March,.1915..,, Henry,, Sr., and Bernadina (E:ickholt ) 
Gerdemann had thirteen children, Charles married Anna Sandeer; Andrew 
married Ida Darling; Katherine married Henry Hamburg; Barney married 
Anna Brinkman; John married Mary Long; William married Mary Schroe- 
der; Elizabeth. married Henry .Verhott; Amelia.amarried: Wallam,.Marman ; 
Josephine is unmarried; Bernadina married Joseph Marmon; [Henry married 
Imma Merschman; Carl Mathias 1s the subject of this sketch, and Mathias 
married Elizabeth Schumacher. 

Carl Mathias Gerdemann attended school in Union township at the 
Barney Fortman school and lived on his father’s farm until his marriage. 
Ile worked out for two years on other farms in Greensburg township. He 
helped to clear and develop his father’s farm. 

Carl Mathias Gerdemann was married, on May IT, 1901, to Anna Sander, 
daughter of Henry and Ehzabeth (Vorst) Sander, both of whom were na- 
tives of Hanover, Germany. Mrs. Gerdemann’s maternal grandparents were 
Theodore and [Elizabeth Vorst, who were farmers in Germany. Their chil- 
dren were Henry, Herman, Theodore, Mathias, frank, Philomena, [lizabeth, 
Catherine, Christina and Carolina. Of these, Elizabeth, Catherine, Chris- 
tina, Carolina and Bernard came to this country. Mrs. Gerdemann’s paternal 
grandparents were also natives of Hanover, Germany, and lived and died in 
that country. Mrs. Gerdemann’s parents were married in Germany, where 
father died. Her mother married Joseph Busch a number of years after her 
first husband’s death and came to America with her family, settling on a farm 
near Walida. Phe children of the first marriage were Anna, Josephine and 
Ilenry. Anna is the wife of Carl Mathias Gerdemann. Henry married mma 
Grover, and lives in Kalida. Josephine married Andrew \Vehrie and lives 
near IXalida. The mother of these children died in 1913. She was survived 
by her husband and children. The husband lives on the old farm, 

After lis marriage, Carl Mathias Gerdemann and wife moved to a farm 
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of sixty acres in section 18, m Union township. Mr. Gerdemann had bought 
this Farm five years before his marriage. fle has erected all the buildings on 
the’ place and has a splendid farm.” [lis barn is covered with a tile roof. 

To Carl Mathias and Anna (Sanders) Gerdemann five children shave 
been Dorn, Aloysius, on May 31; 19003 Lawrence, Octoher 27 rooG-* Otto, 
liv tS, Jorl, Lucdwiia, Mebruany'24,. vOls. veany, letober, 17, 1Orp-* died 
on January 17, 1915. Carl Mathias Gerdemann is engaged in general farm- 
ing. He raises a great many cattle of all kinds, and hogs. 

Carl Mathias Gerdemann, wife and family are members of St. Michael’s 
Catholic church at Kalida. Mr. Gerdemann belongs to St. Joseph’s Benevo- 
lent Society. He isa Democrat. A step-brother of Mrs. Gerdemann’s, Henry 
Busch, is studying for the priesthood at the present time at Spokane, \Wash- 
ington. The Gerdemann family 1s among the oldest in this section of the 
country and among the most highly respected in Putnam county. Carl Ma- 
thias Gerdemann is a splendid farmer and a represeitative citizen of this 


viciity. 


CEARENCE AUG SPOS BURKRHARYT 


While success cannot be achieved without unflagging industry, the fu- 
tility of effort is often noticeable in the business world and results from the 
‘act that it is not combined with sound judgment. Many a man who gives 
his entire life to toil, earnest and unremitting, never acquires a competence, 
but when his labor 1s well-directed, prosperity always follows. Clarence Au- 
eustus Burkhart is one whose work has been supplemented by careful man- 
agement, and today he is numbered among the successtul farmers of the lo- 
cality in which he lives. 

Clarence Augustus Burkhart was born on his father’s farm in Union 
township, Putnam county, Ohio, January 9, 1873. He is a son of John and 
Sarah (Cleveneger) Burkhart, the father having come to Putnam county 
from Reading, Pennsylvania, and the mother was a native of Union township, 
Putnam county. John Burkhart was a shoemaker by trade, having acquired 
a knowledge of that business during his vouth im Pennsylvania, but did not 
follow it. Upon his arrival from Pennsylvania, he was married to Sarah 
Clevenger, and they went to live on the old Isaac McCracken farm, as renters 
of the place. ‘Three years later, however, he purchased a tract of one run- 
dred and sixty-four acres mm Union township and continued farming until 
his death. Tle was a farthtul sapporter of the Democratic party and an ardent 
member of the Methodist church, \While not beme an aspirant to high polit- 
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ical office, yet he was elected to the othce of township trustee, which office 
he served with credit and honor. Vo John Burkhart and wife there were 
born, Wailham, Albert, Milton, Hattie, Paul, Kosa (deceased), and August. 
The mother was married a second time to William Rambo, and they reside in 
Kalida, Ohio. Of her children, Hattie is the wife of Albert Stump and lives 
in Union township, this county; Milton married Nora McDowell; William 
married Myrtle Sarber, they reside in Lucas county; August, the subject of 
this review, and \lbert married Nora Johnson. : 

Clarence Augustus Burkhart, having lost his father by death when he 
was but five years old, went to live with an uncle, Amos Beam, who lives in 
Union township. In this locality he received his early education and remained 
on his uncle's farm until he arrived at mature age. He was married, on June 
11, 1907, to Tizbie Smith, daughter of Madison and Caroline (Iéckley ) Smith, 
the former being a native of Tuscarawas county, Olio, and the latter of Put- 
nam county, Ohio. Mr. Snuth has been a traveling salesman for the whole- 
sale grocery firm of \Overmeyer & Co., of Toledo, Ohio, since 1891, and 
covers a large territory in the interests of that firm. Ttlis father was one of 
the pioneer settlers of Monroe township, Putnam county, the home being 
sixteen miles from Ottawa, the county seat. Many times he has related to 
his children of walking to and from Ottawa for provisions in the early days. 
To him and his wife were born Tizbie, Savilla, Seldon, Harley and Felicia, 
all of whom enjoy the continued devotion of their parents, who are still living, 
and are active members otf the Methodist church. ‘The paternal grandparents 
of Mrs. Burkhart were Adam and Margaret (Shovis) Smith, natives of the 
state of Ohio, to whom were born Sylvester, William, Salathiel, Arthur, Le- 
titia Jane, Lorenzo, Sanford, Madison, [Idson, and an infant who died very 
soon after birth. Sylvester was a soldier during the Civil \Var, serving with 
the I*ederal forces, and later on studied for and became a Methodist clergy- 
man. The maternal grandparents were John and [habeth Eckley of Putnam 
county, whose children were Mary, Jane, Caroline, Ancil and Doretta. John 
Nckley was also a soldier in the Civil War with the Federal forces. 

Immediately after the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Burkhart they lived 
on the farm occupied by Albert M. Burkhart, part of which C. A. owned for 
five years. He had purchased a farm consisting of one hundred and sixteen 
acres in Union township before marriage and now makes this place their home. 
The house was thoroughly remodeled, new barns and outhouses constructed, 
and everything indicating a certain degree of prosperity. Vo this couple were 
born Ivan, on August 7, 1909, and Doris, October 23, 1911. All of the fam- 
ily are members of the Methodist church and to this Mr. Burkhart is a liberal 
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giver, according to his means. The wife is a woman of genial disposition 
and has always done her share toward the encouragement of her husband’s 
undertakings. 

Before her marriage Mrs. Burkhart taught school. She graduated at 
the high school of Dupont, Ohio, and also the normal school. She taught 
school for five years, two vears of which were taught in the Kalida schools. 

Mr. Burkhart is a supporter of the Democratic party, and has served 
the community as township trustee. [le was also a member of the town coun- 
cil, is not an aspirant for public office in any sense, but as an official has ren- 
dered most valuable service to the community. Personally, he is a good busi- 
ness farmer, highly intelligent, genial, well-informed on current topics, and a 
man in whom the utmost confidence is reposed by those who know him best. 
He is now serving as a member of the township school board. 


REV y eM Y UG IK ie 


Putnam county, Ohio, has been the home and the scene of the labors 
of many men whe have not only led lives which serve as a lesson to those who 
follow them on the stages of life’s activities, but who have also been of 1m- 
portance in the service of the moral and civic life of the community. The 
honored and highly-esteemed Rev. Henry Gerwert is a man of well-rounded 
character, sincere, devoted and loyal. Standing, as he does today, at the head 
of one of the most important churches in Putnam county, his labors have long 
heen directed for the amelioration of the people of his community. He ts 
not an old man, but in fact, is comparatively young, and has made rapid 
progress in ecclesiastical affairs. 

Kev. Henry Gerwert was born on October 29, 1881, in Rheinland, Ger- 
many, the son of Henry and Katherine (Koehne) Gerwert, where he re- 
ceived luis elementary education in the schools of his native land, and then 
became a student in the University of Bonn, Germany. Later he entered Mt. 
st. Mary’s Seminary at. Cincinnati, Ohio, where he studied for one year, 
completing a course in [fnglish. He was ordained to the priesthood in 
Toledo, August 28, 1908, by the Rt. Rev. Joseph Noudelka, auxiliary bishop 
of Cleveland, now bishop of the diocese of Superior, \Visconsin. .\fter his 
ordination, Rev. Tlenry Gerwert was assigned to the church at Ottoville, 
Putnam county, where he remained until January 17, 1914. Tle was then 
assigned to St. Nicholas’s church, at Miller City, Putnam county, with the 
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nussion at Continental, Ohio. .\ new school building has been built in con- 
nection with the churelt at Miller City, and is a substantial, one-story brick 
building and will have been erected largely through the efforts of lather 
Gerwert. Vhe parish of St. Nicholas comprises about one hundred and thirty 
fanuhes. lather Gerwert 1s well versed in modern and ancient languages 
and while in college mastered Italian and I*rench and is the author of many 
poems. [lis poetry is characterized by simple beauty and rythmical con- 
struction. © d 

llenry Gerwert's brother, John, completed college course in 1914 in 
Rensselaer, Indiana, and is planning to study medicine in the near future. 
Ilenry Gerwert’s sister, Catherine, who was also born in Germany, came to 
America in 1914 and at the present time keeps house for her brother. She is 
a charming young lady, with many accomplishments. 

In his ministrations to the people of Putnam county as pastor and priest, 
the Rev. Father Gerwert has won for himself a distinct place in the hearts 
of his parishioners. He is a man who is truly loved and widely admired, 


both for his devotion and for his learning. 


JACOB G. KNEPPER. 


The final causes which shape the fortunes of individual men and _ the 
destinies of states are often the same. They are usually remote and obscure, 
their influence wholly unexpected until declared by results. \Vhen_ they 
Inspire men to the exercise of courage, self-denial, enterprise, industry and 
call into play the higher moral elements; when they lead men to risk all upon 
conviction, faith—such causes lead to the planning of great states, great 
nations, great people. That country is the greatest which produces the most 
manly man. The intrinsic safety depends not so much upon methods and 
measures as upon that true manhood from whose deep sources all that is 
precious and permanent in life must at last proceed. Such a result may not 
be consciously contemplated by the individuals instrumental in producing the 
civilization of a country, pursuing each his personal good by exalted means, 
they work out this by a logical result. They have wrought on the lines of 
the greatest good. In reviewing the life of such a person we look back over 
the pathway he has trod and note its high-water mark of usefulness, its 
points worthy of emulation and perpetuation. \What Jacob G. Knepper, of 


Gailboa, Putnam county, Olio, has done for his fellow-men and the com- 
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munity an general, might ina manner be told in words, but in its far-reaching 
influences cannot be measured. lor two generations Jacob G. Inepper has 
been a power and influence in Gilboa and surrounding country. 

Jacob G. Knepper was born on June 14, 1839, in Hancock county, Ohio, 
seven. miles west of I'indlay. He is a son of John and Elizabeth (l‘ogle- 
song) Knepper. John Knepper was born in 1802 in Iairfeld county, Ohio; 
was a son of Jacob Knepper and wife, who were both natives of Germany, 
and who emigrated to this country in the early days and: settled in airfield 
county. He was a miller by trade, which vocation he followed after coming 
to America. He owned amd operated a grist-mill for a great many years, 
which was located on Walnut Creek, seven miles west of Lancaster. John 
Knepper’ was one’of twelve’ children.” Tle “remained with his* father and 
assisted in operating the null until he was thirty-two years of age, when he 
moved to Hancock county, Ohio, where he entered land from the govern- 
ment in Blanchard township, one mile east of Benton Ridge. He moved 
into the woods, cleared his land and built a log cabin. Later he entered land 
in several sections, in all, about six hundred acres. He was more fortunate 
than most of the pioneers of those days, as he had some money. 

When about twenty-one years of age John NKnepper married Elizabeth 
loglesong in lfairfield county. She was born in October, 1802, and was a 
daughter*of’ Christian and Susan (Arnold) ’Poglesong. “Her parents came 
from Naryland man early day and settled in Fairfield county,.Ohio. To 
this union were born nine children, of whom Jacob G. Knepper was the 
youngest. John Knepper died on June 1, 1840, in Hancock county, Ohio, 
and in 18645 Mrs. John Knepper married Peter \Wise, but there were no 
children born to this union. 

— Jacob G. Knepper received his education in the district schools of Han- 
cock county, Ohio, and was a student for one year at Otterbein University, 
at Westerville, Ohio, and subsequently attended school one year at lindlay. 
Ile remained at home until the outbreak of the Civil War, and in August, 
1862, Mr. Knepper enlisted for service in the Union army in Company 1), 
Ninety-ninth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, serving until July 17, 
1805. He served under Gen, Thomas Van Cleave, and also under General 
Schoheld in the Army of the Cumberland until January 1, 1865, when he 
was transferred to the army of the east. He took the boat at Alexandria 
and landed in North Carolina, where his corps met the army of General 
Sherman at the end of its march from Atlanta to the sea. He was finally 
mustered out of the service at Salisbury, North Carolina, on June 26 
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and was discharged on July 17, 1865, at Camp Dennison, Ohio. He was 
taken prisoner at Stone River, ‘Tennessee, in the fall of 1862, but was held 
only two hours, when he made his escape to the Union lines. He partici- 
pated in the battles of Stone River, Lookout Mountain, Missionary Ridge, 
Chickamauga, Resaca, Jonesboro and Kenesaw Mountain, and finally at the 
battle of Nashville. | 

After the close of the war Mr. Knepper returned home and worked on 
his mother’s farm, and in March, 1866, was married to Mary E. Foltz, the 
daughter of Noah and Mary loltz, who were residents of Itagle township, 
Hancock county, Ohio. 

After his marriage Mr. Knepper continued to farm the old homestead 
until August, 1873, when he moved to a farm in the extreme western part 
of Blanchard township, Hancock county. Here he remained until May, 
1897, and during all of this time he was engaged in general farming, and 
was unusually successful. 

He retired from active farm life in May, 1897, and moved to Gilboa, 
Putnam county. He became interested in the Gilboa Stone Company in 
1900, which connection he retained until 1904. He retained his interests, 
however, in this company until 1907, in which year Mr. Knepper became a 
stockholder in the Gilboa Banking Company and a director of this bank. 
Ile was elected president of this bank in January, 1913. He holds this 
office at the present time. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jacob G. Knepper are the parents of nine children, 
namely: Noah W., married Jennie Laub, and they have four children, one 
of whom died in infancy. Mrs. Noah Knepper died about five or six years 
after her marriage, and Noah Knepper later married a widow of Marine 
City, Michigan, and to this union one daughter has been born. They reside 
at Marine City. Jennie, the second child of Jacob Knepper, is the wife of 
Kelly Laub, and they have three children, two daughters and one son, and 
reside in Findlay; Mary Elizabeth and Ada C. both died in early childhood; 
Viola is the wife of J. B. Thomas, and they have one daughter and live near 
West Cairo, Allen county, Ohio; Adam M. married Lilly Haddox, and they 
have four children, one dying in infancy, and reside at Delphos, Ohio; 
Charles Albert married Sylvia Tullis, and are residents of Leipsic, Ohio; 
Nelhie died at the age of eighteen, December 31, 1903; Laura L. is the wife 
of L. A. Kemerly, and lives at Carey, Ohio; N. Harrison married Stella 
suchland, and they have three children, two sons and one daughter, 

Mr. Knepper is an ardent a8epublican, and has always taken an active 


interest in local political matters. Tle served as land appraiser in 1890 in 
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Hancock county, and was also trustee of Blanchard township, that county, 
for one term, his term of office beginning in 1876. Tle was appointed post- 
master of Gilboa and took this office on April 1, 1904, and held it until July 
31,.1912, a period of eight years. He also served on the town council sev- 
eral terms. Mr. Knepper is a member of Lindsay Post, No. 75, Grand Army 
of the Republic, and also belongs to Gilboa Lodge, No. 459, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows. 3 

That Jacob Knepper 1s a highly respected and influential citizen, is evi- 
denced by the many positions of honor and trust which he has held. He is 
aman of sterling integrity and a progressive citizen. 


PROEP EE aay “VALE S (ey, 


It is not always easy to define the hidden forces that move a young man 
to large professional success. Little more can be done than to note the forces 
and call attention to them. The career of Prof. Harry Miles Jay, the pres- 
ent superintendent of the Kalida public schools, is a striking example of the 
power of well-defined purpose. Professor Jay has been able to make his abil- 
ity count in the attainment, not only of his own ambitions, but for the good 
of his fellow men as well. lor several years he has held distinctive prestige 
in the educational field, which requires for its success particularly strong men- 
tality, rigid discipline of a high order and wide professional training.  Al- 
though a comparatively young man, Professor Jay has attained a high de- 
eree of success and has an excellent standing among the educators of Putnam 
county, Ohio. 

Harry Miles Jay was born in .Newton township, Miami county, 
Ohio, three and one-half miles west of Pleasant Hill, November 4, 1888. He 
is the son of James and Susana (Miles) Jay, both of whom were natives of 
Ohio. The Jay family were of English origin and were among the very ear- 
liest settlers in Miami county. The paternal grandfather of Professor Jay, 
who settled on two hundred acres of land in Miami county, which he cleared 
of the primitive timber. Tle drained the land and made out of it a productive 
and fertile farm. Tis children were Joseph, Jonathan, William, Moses, Mar- 
tha, and James, the father of Professor Jay. Jonathan became a minister 
in the Iriends church and preached for many years. 

The maternal grandparents of Professor Jay were Henry Miles and wife, 
who were early settlers in Miami county, where they lived on a farm, Their 
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children were Cora) Linnie, Mark and Susana, the mother of Professor Jay. 
They were members of the Friends church. 

James Jay, the father of Professor Jay, was educated in the common 
schools of Miami county, Ohio. He also took a course in the Northern [n- 
diana University at Valparaiso, and, after returning from college, worked on 
his father’s farm. He purchased and cleared forty acres of land in Newton 
township, in Miami county, before his marriage. After his marriage to Su- 
sana Miles he moved to his farm, where he had previously erected a dwelling. 
Ile continued farming on this place until t8o2, when he died, and was buried 
in Union cemetery in Miami county. [lis wife now resides with her son, Pro- 
fessor Jay, at Kalida. James and Susana (Miles) Jay were the parents of 
six children, Della, Matilda, Alice, Wade, Russell and Henry. Of these chil- 
dren,’ Della married Tenry Wlopter, who, live on, the Red Top farm near 
Miqua, Aliami county, Ohio, and have five children; Matilda married. Moses 
Tucker, of Nebraska, and they live in Idaho, where they moved in 1913, from 
Nebraska, and they have six children; \Wade married Clara Agnes, and they 
live near Covington, in Miami county, and have two children; Russell mar- 
ried Kosa Good and is the pastor of the First Christian church at Elkhart, 
Inchiana. He was educated at Defiance College and took the four .years’ 
academic course. fle also took a four years’ theological course at Defiance. 
Flarry Niles Jay was educated first 1m «istrict No. 7, Newton township, 
Miami county, Ohio, and was graduated from the county schools in 1904. 
He then attended the Pleasant Hill high school for four vears and was grad- 
uated in tg07. After that he took a collegiate course in Defiance College 
and was oraduated in 1911, with the deeree of Bachelor of Arts. After this, 
he took a post-graduate course of one year, taking the degree of Master of 
IXELS. 

Professor Jay was married on January 1, 1914, to Mabel Adams, of 
Defhance, Ohio, the daugher of John and Phoebe (Rettig) Adams, who were 
the parents of the followine childrénms Irvine, Lester, Mabel, Grace and 
Ruth. Mr. and Mrs. John Adams are still living in Dehance. Mr. Adams 
is a machinist. 

After their marriage, Professor and Mrs. Jay moved to Kalida, Ohio. 
Ile had accepted a position as principal of the Walida high school and served 
for two years, from 1911 to 1913. During 1913 and 1914 he was superin- 
tendent of the Kalida schools, and from igt4 to the present time he has 
served as district superintendent of supervision No, &, Putnam county, Ohio. 
To Tlenry Miles and Mabel (Adams) Jay have been born one child, John 
Adams. Tle was born on October 26, 1914. 

Prof. Henry Miles Jay is a member of the Iree and Accepted Masons 
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He is also a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 


at Ottawa: 
He its 


Professor Jay 1s a master of the Masonic lodge No. 280 at WKalida. 
generally regarded as a man of high professional attainments, is a man of 
pleasing disposition and of splendid executive ability. He has advanced 
steadily in the educational sphere of this county and has filled several posi- 


tions with great credit. 


J AGES to METH: 

The object of a work of this character 1s not so much to portray the vir- 
tues of the present generation as to preserve for posterity the family records 
upon which, in succeeding generations, a proper degree of family unity may 
be based and maintained. Vhe compilation of the records herein presented, 
and im which the leading famuiles of Putnam county have taken so large and so 
commendable a degree of interest, is not only valuable as a source of mforma- 
tion to the present generation in this county, but will be the object of deepest 
gratitude on the part of generations yet unborn, for here are arrayed facts 
of family history, which, without being thus assembled and preserved, in- 
evitably would have been lost, at least in a large part, to the very great 
deprivation of that sense of family unity, so properly prideful a quality in 
human kind. Among the old families in Putnam county which have been 
properly aroused to the value of this form of preservation of family records, 
the family of L. Jacob Smith is entitled to special mention, for in this volume 
of biography five of Mr. Smith’s sons have modestly sought to preserve the 
data upon which their families are founded, for the benefit of posterity, a 
most commendable ambition and one worthy of the widest emulation. In the 
biographical sketch relating to the eldest brother of this family, rank Smith, 
presented elsewhere in this volume, the genealogy of the family is set out at 
length, and it will be sufficient, in this connection, to deal in a merely intro- 
ductory fashion with that feature of the biography of the gentleman whose 
name is noted above. 

J. August Smith was born on a farm near the town of WNalida, in Union 
township, Putnam county, Ohio, May 13, 1882, the son of L. Jacob and Flor- 
entine (Verhoff) Smith, both of whom were members of old and prominent 
fanuhies in this county. J. August Smith was reared on the paternal farm 
and received his early education in the excellent schools of Union township. 
Tle remained on his father’s farm until he was twenty-one years of age, when 


he began working the farm of his brother-in-law, Joseph Kahle, where he re- 
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mained four years, at the end of which time he bought ninety-three acres of 
land in sections 20 and 21, 11 Union township, a portion of the [rank Kahle 
estate, and moved upon this farm after his marriage, in 1908, and has lived 
there ever since, firmly establishing himself as one of the leading young 
farmers of that part of the county, his progressive and up-to-date methods 
of farming having insured his success in his chosen calling. 

On May 6, 1908, J. August Smith was united in marriage to Leonora 
Annesser, daughter of William and Theresa (Myers) Annesser, who lived at 
that time in Union township, but who later moved to a farm in the province 
of Ontario, Canada, where they now reside. Mrs. Smith is the eldest of the 
six surviving children of Mr. and Mrs. Annesser, the others being John, Wil- 
helmina, Anna, Helena and Alice. 

To J. August and Leonora (Annesser) Smith have been born three 
children, as follow: Harry, on January 10, 1911; George, May 28, 1913, 
now deceased; and: Gerald; February 25, 1915. 

J. August Smith and wife are members of St. Michael’s Catholic church 
at Kalida, and are warmly interested in the good works of that parish, Mr. 
Smith being one of the trustees of the local branch of the Catholic Knights 
of Ohio. He likewise 1s interested in all other good works in the community, 
and is, as well, interested in the general public welfare, being an earnest pro- 
moter of public improvements of a general character. He is one of the di- 
rectors of construction of the Mutual Telephone Company, at Kalida. 

J. August Smith is a substantial young farmer and he and his wife are 
deservedly popular in their large circle of acquaintances, their unvarying cour- 
tesy and gentle qualities making them favorites with all 


WILLIAM: SMITH. 


Elsewhere in this volume of biography of the important citizens of Put- 
nam county, there is presented at some length the genealogy of the Smith 
family, so long and so'well known in the Kalida neighborhood in Union town- 
ship, this county, the fourth generation of which in this section of the state 
is now doing well its part in the development of the best interests of that ex- 
cellent community, following nobly the admirable example of social and 
civic worth set by the forbears of that family in this county. So admirable 
has been the spirit uniformly displayed by the members of this tanmuly tia its 


attitude toward the communal interests, that it is a pleasure to present here 
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another sketch relating to one of the present-day active members of the fam- 
ily, and to this end the biographer asks the reader's attention to the following 
brief review of the life of the gentleman whose name appears above. 

William Smith, one of the sons of L. Jacob and Florentine (Verhoff) 
Smith, was born on the paternal homestead near Kalida, in Union township, 
Putnam county, Ohio, October 28, 1879, and has lived all his life in that 
neighborhood, occupying today the position of one of the leading men in that 
community, as were his father and his grandfather before him. Though 
the local readers of this biography need no introduction to the Smith family 
in Union township, it may be said, in passing here, that further details of 
the genealogy of William Smith may be found in the sketch pertaining to 
his elder brother, I*rank Smith, presented elsewhere in this volume, which 
traces the family descent from the first of that line to locate in this section. 
The genealogy of the Verhoff family, the family of Mr. Smith’s mother, may 
be found in the sketch relating to Theodore Verhoff, of Greensburg town- 
ship, her brother, elsewhere in this volume. 

William Smith was reared on the paternal farm in Union township, the 
same on which his brother, I*rank, now resides, and received his early educa- 
tion in the schools of that neighborhood, the period of his young manhood 
being spent on the home farm. [or six years previous to his marriage, he 
worked on the farms of others in the neighborhood, the labors of the home 
farm not requiring the services of all the stalwart sons of the proprietor, but 
after his marriage, in 1909, he moved to the farm of eighty acres on which 
he now lives in Union township, he having previously bought this place in 
anticipation of marriage and the establishment of a new home. He moved 
the house in which he now lives to its present location, it having stood a short 
distance to the north at the time he bought the place. In many ways he has 
improved this place and has brought it up to a high standard of cultivation, 
making it a productive and attractive farm. Mr. Smith is an intelligent and 
industrious young farmer and is contemplating numerous other improve- 
ments to his already well-ordered place In addition to his own farm of 
eighty acres, Mr. Smith works a tract of twenty-three acres adjoining, which 
belongs to lis father, the venerable L. Jacob Smith, who is living a life of 
pleasant retirement im Walida, where he established a comfortable home some 
years ago upon conung to the decision to retire and enjoy the fruits of a 
long life of honorable activity. 

On October 20, 1909, William Smith was united in marriage to Clara 
Rampe, the daughter of Frank and Anna (Doepker) Rampe, members of 


one of the oldest and best-known families in Putnam county, frequent refer- 
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ence to which family is made in this volume, both of whom were born in the 
Glandorf neighborhood, where Mr. Smith's bride grew to womanhood. Mr. 
and Mrs. Rampe some years ago retired from the farm on which they had 
so long resided and are now hving in retirement in the town of Ialida, this 
county, where they have the esteem of all who know them. They are the 
parents of five children, three sons and three. daughters, the others being 
Frans, Eubert,; Anna, Ella and Clark. 

To Wilham and Clara (Rampe) Snuth four children have been born, as 
follow: Louise, August 30, 1910; Rudolph, April ry, 1912; kdwin, Decem- 
ber 15, 1913, and Stephen, March 10, 1915, a most interesting little family 
which makes the Smith home a continuous scene of merriment and joy. 

Walliam,Sonith, and .wife are members of the St. Michael's Catholic 
church at Walida, in the various benefhcences of which they are earnestly in- 
terested, and Mr. Snuth is a member of the St. Joseph’s Benevolent Society, 
in the affairs of which he takes a warm interest, being one of the most gen- 
erous contributors to the general work of the parish. The Smith family, in 
that section of the county, are all mterested in the good works of: the com- 
munity in which they live. With an honorable ancestry back of them it is not 
unnatural that they should possess a pardonable degree of family pride and 
it is gratifying to note that this commendable regard for family and a proper 
desire to perpetuate the family records has prompted five of the sons of L. 
Jacob Smith to furnish data to the present biographer upon which to construct 
biographical sketches for this valuable history of the prominent citizens of 
Putnam county, an instance of family consideration which their descendants 
will appreciate greatly in the years to come and for which generations. yet 


unborn will thant them. 


aN TONY Sivilt Ei 


Pride of family is one of the most commendable of human virtues. 
“Rely upon it that the man who does not worthily estimate his own dead fore- 
fathers will himself do very little to add credit or do honor to his country.” 
This quotation, from \William I. Gladstone, touches at the very heart of the 
matter. The desire, therefore, on the part of so many of the prominent citi- 
zens of Putnam county to preserve family records in this volume bespeaks a 
very Ingh degree of patriotism as well as the most justifiable pride of family 


and the community at large cannot but be bettered and strengthened by this 












“a, am i inod 9 orow noun io od nun y alt it sham ; 
“obit : Me oral x 


aD 16 feat | 

guiod erarlto silt bois. vail rb Mao ave qe 

} dat: ) (ena A) a jibieed ‘an torn Ha 

ae riod myo il goabliits no iti (Cogent ) peshD! hees ceo sine ore a a. i 
“root wie 711% are ps leigh. iqlobin dl HOLL OF jangn ls Vega liron iu er ae ae 

“gto te,’ seks bins E107” ee ot oe. 


vices} } ofl ynijestobai deort & Eber: Or ore 
OL iis Jerocndtrare Fo artaae anor pect 8 ono ited ol} eon doit ‘a 


vitodiss y ¢@ ‘Tosilail 42 ot V6 ‘etodinota on hin has ‘iene esi 
opt (basing v1 494 ft idoithy 16 eantenilansd, enartr Gili tt sbilg A tp als 
Mot: 108. mrgtovan t atdqseot 42 ott VO aotlittst 6 ai Adie aif bas’ ote ‘ 
~19Y faoret add Yo ono, gritod yaoi teaser & eodlt ‘oil foinkee ‘Yo: ovina ‘ol ni 
ffi olin thine oY sletiny ol he daow? Intense, ont OF HotdineD enor 
<fhO9 ont. 10 athow boon onl tai beleovaaii its rin | CeO ‘old Yo HONE yn 
tos et tt inodt To Hon. qniesoiis olderoton ns Ai evil vert Aoitlwy i “dine 
bets abi iy . inns ao gan gab | slelgnol rst & aerveeen] (itehoite orld seut inti niseniten 
pony, B hints pfionst. 10% Disee ‘Stdpbaonmntes ait dark sion ot gaigtitsrs ei fi 
mi to emer oft bo ai bohetecrn dad ebroos “itis? 1 Sab ad GI OUI] ot otivob 
onnanon of doit moqe rath jgoid ) frocaty oult OF ginb Heinwi of Mite bene 
To east yeranti atone 911} 10 rote slisulss’ 2th +0F aartotode Iadirystgotd it 
ant ishropealy tied doth sol miahlenit vlna to Sorshent ah panne? ange ; 
in ti “Yinery sinborqqs mee 
 atiatt mire Hiv ral " 

























































ee BOMBS Hhoid we 401 Lornss mn ol thie if 


a cdpam vim oA 





ire en 








mm rie wy) “KOI ct ah 


BOTY pili to bias wor galt sii en. et aaah panne cian 
vig baah mwe ent olateiteys: yhtelirore lon woul orher cengtr ost anv ti nog: lost 
“tines eid oF vonod Ob te tibyra bhs ob obi wow ob Nowanid: Wipe eoaagsh 
si} Lo deat yey oft a esther. yototabopticd Pili oath aon}, “voi nsoupy vi Sate. 
withd. dreamed, ash vw bin ‘OR to. Penny or p10) soto roel mie saccnen it at 
B-eAsoqeod gntuilov aint fit “bovot vivant wera one 
| salicast id wh aga baceaeuni mi 





PULNANE GOUN TY, O1LTO:. 825 


display of patriotism, this interesting manifestation of a general desire on 
the part of well-thinking people to create a closer degree of family unity and 
to preserve for the coming generations invaluable family data that in- 
evitably would be lost without this or some similar form of preservation. 
The readers of this volume will notice with interest that the five sons. of L. 
Jacob Smith have very properly availed themselves of this general medium as 
a means of handing down to their posterity in orderly array the data upon 
which to base a family unity that will be a source of pride of the most com- 
mendable sort to generations yet to come. Ifrank, Wilham, Hubert, August 
and Anthony Smith have furnished to the biographer data relating to their 
immediate families and it is a pleasure here to present the biography of the 
last named, the others being found on other pages in this volume. In the 
biography of Ttrank Smith, the eldest son of L. Jacob and I‘lorentine (Ver- 
hoff) Smuth, there is presented at length the genealogy of the paternal branch 
of this family in Putnam county, while elsewhere the Verhoff side finds 
equally interesting presentation under the head of Theodore Verhoff, of 
Greensburg township, brother of the mother of the Snuth brothers. 

Anthony Smith, son of L. Jacob and Florentine, (Verhoft) Smith, was 
born on a farm near the town of Nalida, Union township, Putnam county, 
Ohio, on April 17, 1885, and grew to manhood,on the parental farm, re- 
ceiving his education in the excellent schools of that township. Ile remained 
om his father’s home place until his marriage, in 1911, after which he 
bought fifty acres of his father’s farm and established a home for himself. 
He erected the buildings now standing upon this place and has otherwise im- 
proved the same, bringing the farm to a high state of cultivation. He has but 
recently built a substantial addition to his house and now has one of the 
most comfortable and delightful homes in that part of the county. He is a 
young farmer of the progressive type to which Putnam county is beginning 
to owe so much and in his methods follows up-to-date principles of farming, 
assuring for himself a degree of success which is most gratifying to his 
friends. 

On May 3, 19t1, Anthony Smuth was united in marriage to Magdalena 
Schroeder, daughter of William and Anna (Riemann) Schroeder, both of 
whom were born in Greensburg township, this county, and who were the par- 
ents of ten.children, INatherine,. Ienry, Clara, May, .Nora,;, Magdalena, 
l'rancis, Caroline, [lizabeth and Laura. Of these Natherine married W. 
Schterloh and lives in’ Greensburg township, this county; Llenry married 
Theresa Verhoff and also lives in Greensburg township; Clara married \Will- 
kun Verhoff and lives in Union township: Mary married lenatius Verhoft 
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and is now a widow, and Flora married Frank Verhoff and lives in Greens- 
burg township. Mr. and Mrs. Schroeder are still living on their farm in 
Greensburg township and enjoy the highest esteem of all who know them. 

The paternal grandparents of ancestry of subject’s wife, Magdalena 
Schroeder, wife of Anthony Smith, Henry and Catherine (Hohenbrink) 
Schroeder, who were natives of Germany and came to this country and located 
near Glandorf, Putnam county. They were the parents of the following 
children : John, Mary, Wilham, Charles, Anna, Theresa, Mathias, Clara, 
Doratha, Ignatius, Catherine, Philomena and Irank. Her maternal grand- 
parents were John and Clara (Mahinne) Rieman, who also were natives of 
Germany, and came to this country, where they settled near Glandorf, in 
Putnam county. They had the following children: rank, Mary, John, 
Bernadina, Henry, Bernard, Anna, Charles and Ignatius. 

To Anthony and Magdalena (Schroeder) Smith two children have been 
born: Guilber, on July 10, 1912, and Edward, May 16, 1914.. Anthony Smith 
and wife are devoted members of St. Michael's Catholic church and have 
submitted their children to the ordinances of that historic communion. Mr. 
Smith 1s a member of the Catholic Knights of Ohio and of St. Joseph’s 

Senevolent Society and is otherwise active in the work of the parish, being 
regarded as an energetic exponent of all measures which have to do with the 
good of the community at large, one of the leading citizens of that part of 
the county. 


WikLIAM WASHINGTON SCHAFFER. 


Among the many able, intelligent, substantial and successful farmers of 
German birth or descent, who have added so much to the material wealth 
of Putnam county, none is more worthily entitled to mention in this volume 
of biography, than William \Washington Schafer, who was born in Palmer 
township, Putnam county, Ohio, on December 17, 1869, the son of William 
and Mary (Morris) Schafer, the former of whom was born in Hesse-Darm- 
stadt, Germany, the son of Philip Jacob and Llizabeth Schafer, and the latter 
of whom was born in Allen county, Ohio, the daughter of Henry and Mar- 
garet (\Veaver) Morris, pioneers of that section of the state. 

William Schafer, the elder, was bereft of his father when he was a child 
and his mother married, secondly, Jacob Huffman, in company with whom she 
and her two sons, Wilham and Michael, came to America, proceeding to 
Putnam county, Ohio, where they settled on a farm of one hundred and 
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twenty acres in Sugar Creek township, where William) grew to manhood. 
He helped clear this land and rapidly adjusted himself to the conditions which 
confronted him in his adopted country. At the age of twenty-five he married 
and for a short time thereafter lived in Allen county, later returning to Put- 
nam county, where he bought a tract of eighty acres in Palmer township, to 
which was added an equal tract his wife had received from her father. This 
farm of one hundred and sixty acres, he cleared and improved by the erection 
of a good type of buildings and soon brought to a high state of cultivation, 
upon which he made many improvements, chief among which was the erection 
of many buildings of modern type. He later sold a portion of this land, 
which became the town site for the village of North Creek and later became 
one of the most substantial and influential residents of that part of the county. 
For a period of thirty-six years, continuously, William Schafer served his 
township in the capacity of justice of the peace, his magisterial rulings very 
rarely being appealed, and in that time did very much toward bringing to a 
proper state of social and economic development the community to which 
he became so devotedly attached and in which he was held in the very highest 
regard by all his neighbors. He had also given good service to the public in 
other local offices. William Schafer was a member of the German Lutheran 
church, while his wife was an adherent of the Primitive Baptist faith. 
Wilham W. Schafer married Mary Morris, daughter of Henry and 
Margaret (Weaver) Morris, early settlers in Allen county, this state, Henry 
Morris having been one of the first Judges of the circuit comprised in the 
counties of Allen and Putnam, the court in this county at that time being held 
in the town of Kahda. Judge Morris was a Democrat and was a man of large 
influence in the counsels of his party in this section of the state. As a judge, 
he attained a reputation for fairness and justice which 1s not forgotten to this 
day and in all things was a high, honorable and upright gentleman who did 
well his part in the upbuilding of the community in which his good influence 
was so widely exerted. Not only was he widely known for his judicial quali- 
ties, but he was equally well known throughout this section as a minister of 
the gospel, holding to the Baptist faith and for many vears occupied the pulpit 
of the Baptist church at Vaughnsville, his sermons being noted for their 
great earnestness and power. ‘The home of the Morrises was in Allen county. 
To Elenry and Margaret (\Weaver) Morris were born nine children, George, 
Elizabeth, Joseph, Henry, John, Sarah, Lavina, Mary [llen and ‘Katherine. 
To William and Mary (Morris) Schafer were born twelve children, all 
of whom are living save the last born, Surilda May, the others being Llenry 
Philip, John Sylvester, Mary Catherine, William \Washington, George Lewis, 
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Charles Clifford, Sarah Elizabeth, Mary Immaline, Ida Lavina, Benjamin 
franklin and Joseph Jefferson. The parents of these children are both dead, 
the death of the mother having occurred in October, 1902, and that of the 
father on January 1, 1904. Mlichael Schafer, brother of William, served his 


-adopted country faithfully and well during the Civil War, as a member of an 


Ohio regiment and at the close of the war he engaged in farming in Putnam 
county and later located at Delphos, this state, where he spent the rest of his 
lange: 

Wilham Washington Schafer was reared on his father’s farm in Palmer 
township and received his early education in the North Creek school. During 
his young manhood he worked on his father’s farm, but following his mar- 
riage, at the age of twenty-five years, he moved to Defiance county, Ohio, 
where he bought a farm of forty acres in Highland township and _ later 
twenty-eight more acres adjoining in Putnam county, and there he lived for 
thirteen years, at the end of which time he returned to Putnam county and 
bought the farm on which he is now living in Greensburg township. This 
place originally consisted of eighty acres, which now gives him one of the 
most compact and highly developed farms in his part of the county. On this 
farm he has erected splendid buildings, a beautiful dwelling house and a large 
and admirably-appointed barn, with outbuildings of all kinds to match, making 
his farm one of the best appearing places in the county. Hus house is one of 
the best equipped, in point of domestic convenience, in the neighborhood and 
his barn 1s supplied with all the modern devices for the efhcient management 
of a successful farm. 

On October 4, 1894, Mr. Schafer was united in marriage to Luta Ger- 
trude Pilcher, the daughter of William and Mary (Wingate) Pilcher, well 
known residents of Monroe township, this county. \Villiaam Pilcher and wife 
were both natives of England, who came to America, proceeding to Ohio, in 
which state they were married. After their marriage they lived for a time 
at [indlay and at Belmore, Ohio, and then came to Putnam county, locating in 
Monroe township, where they are still living. They are the parents of nine 
children, Reuben; Milton; Clara; Stephen; Nellie; lrank, deceased; Edward; 
Luta and Itta. 

To Willam Washington and Luta Gertrude (Pilcher) Schafer have 
heen born seven children, all of whom are at home, as follow: Clarence I'red- 
erick, on August 21, 1895: Nellie Viola, June 14, 1897; Gladys Caroline, 
January 17, 1899; Lavina May, April 24, too1; William Glenn, February 5, 
1904; Blanche Gertrude, May 10, to06, and Mary lrances, September 24, 


1gog; an interesting family who contribute very largely to the social activities 
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of their neighborhood, in which all are very popular and held in the highest 
esteem by their large circle of acquaintances. \Wilham \W. Schafer and wife 
hold to the. Baptist church, but are not active members. “They are deeply 
interested in all movements designed to elevate the standards of citizenship 
in their community and are very properly regarded as among the leaders in 
the good works of that part of the county, a most estimable couple, who have 
done and are doing well their part in the development of the neighborhood's 
best interests. 


Pe Pike SMT bl. 


IeIsewhere in this valuable work of biographical reference, mention 1s 
made of the value of the services to this commonwealth of the Smith family, 
descendants of one of the best-known German emigrants of the early days 
of Putnam county. That reference is contained in the interesting biograph- 
ical sketch of I*rank J. Smith, elder brother. of the subject of this sketch, and 
it is a pleasure for the biographer here to present some additional facts re- 
lating to this family in connection with this sketch of the hfe of Hubert 


Smith, one of the best-known and most progressive farmers of Greensburg 


township. 

Hubert Smith was born in Union township, Putnam county, Ohno, 
Jamtiary 26, to75, twe som on 12. jacob and Florentine (Verhot) Smith, the 
genealogy of the former of whom will be found by the reader in the sketch 
of Irrank J. Smith, above referred to, and the genealogy of the latter of whom 
will be found contained in the sketch presented elsewhere under the head of 
Theodore Verhoff, of Greensburg township, a brother of Alr. Smuith’s mother. 

Hlubert Smith was reared on the paternal farm in Union township and 
received his education in the township schools. He remained on his father’s 
farm until his marriage, after which he moved upon his present farm of 
two hundred and eighty acres, in Greensburg township, which he purchased, 
and where he has ever since made his home, being today reckoned as among 
the leading farmers of that section of the county. Since buying this farm, 
Mr. Smith has greatly enlarged upon its improvements, erecting all the build- 
ings now standing upon it, and which are of a very high class, his home in 
particular, being one of the models of that neighborhood. — In all its appoint- 
ments, his farm is kept up to the lighest standard of modern agriculture, 
the surroundings are neat and orderly and the general air of the place speaks 


loudly of the systematic methods and precision of the owner. 
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On November 7, 1900, Hubert Smith was united in marriage to Amelia 
Kahle, the daughter of Frank and Bernadina Kahle, one of the old families 
of Putnam county, whose genealogy 1s set out in the biographical sketch of 
Krank Kahle, of Greensburg township, presented elsewhere in this volume. 

Vo Hubert and Amelia (Kahle) Smith have been born eight children, 
as follow: Wilfred, on December 26, 1901; Bertha, September 15, 1903; 
Joseph, August 29, 1905; Leo, November 5, 1907; Alfred, May 21, 1909; 
Tenatius, I‘ebruary 5, 1911, and Peter and Paul, twins, April 19, 1914. 

Hubert Smith and wife are members of St. Michael’s Catholic church at 
Kalida, in the affairs of which parish they are warmly interested and to which 
they are deeply devoted, and they are rearing their children in the same faith. 
Mr. Smith is a member of St. Joseph’s Benevolent Society and takes an 
active part in the affairs of that beneficent organization. He is a Democrat 
and gives a good citizen’s attention to political affairs, being much interested 
in all matters relating to good government. Mr. and Mrs. Smith are very 
popular in the wide social set in which they move in the Kalida neighbor- 
hood, and are very properly regarded as among the leaders in the life of that 
community. He is a man of advanced ideas in the science of agriculture 
and is known as an intelligent, business-like farmer, who is making a fine 
success of his life's work. In addition to general farming in which he 
engages, he has given considerable attention to the raising of blooded stock, 
his choice Hereford cattle and thoroughbred Belgian horses have something 
more than a local reputation. 


TE RODORID: HENRY, RUE. 


Theodore EL. Ruhe is a well-known and popular young farmer of Palmer 
township, Putnam county, Ohio. Here his labors have been performed and 
here he is well known as a man of keen perceptive faculties, unusually sound 
judgement and upright dealings with all of is neighbors and fellow citizens, 
and his name today stands high on the roll of the meritorious young men 
and farmers of Putnam county. 

Theodore Henry Ruhe was born on March 8&8, 1886, in Pleasant 
township, Putnam county, Olio. Tle is a son of Anthony and Sophia 
(Henken) Ruhe. Anthony Ruhe was born in Ottawa township, Putnam 
county, Ohio, February 28, 1857, and is a son of Joseph and Mary Anna 
(Wittkamp) Ruhe, both of whom were natives of Germany and were born 
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in about the same locality, where they grew to maturity and were married. 
They emigrated to the United States nan early day and first settled on forty 
acres of land situated about three miles south of Glandorf, Putnam county. 
Joseph Ruhe accumulated about one hundred and sixty acres of land in the 
county, and was a substantial citizen of his community. He assisted in 
building the Miami and [Erie canal, and in this way helped to pay for his 
land. His death occurred on December 28, 1879, at the age of sixty-seven 
years, after having a useful and industrious life. His death occurred sud- 
denly, while he was attending divine service in the Catholic church at Glan- 
dorf, where he was a member. His widow survived him some years, and 
died on the homestead’ farm “durime' September, 1896. They were the 
parents of the following children: Barney, of Liberty township; Mrs. 
Thresia Hinken, of Covington, Kentucky; Mrs. Josephine Knueve, deceased ; 
Flenry, who lives on the homestead, farm; Mrs. Catherine, Werketter, of 
\Wilhams county, Ohio; Anthony, Joseph and Theodore. Anthony Ruhe 
was married at the age of twenty-three, on November 24, 1881, to Sophia 
Henken, the daughter of Christopher and Mary \ngeline (Obke) Henken, 
both of whom were natives of Germany. Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Ruhe were 
the parents of the following children: Frank, who married [elizabeth Kleman, 
of Liberty township; George, who married I*rances Hovest, and lives in 
Pleasant township; Theodore, who is the immediate subject of this sketch; 
Otto I*rederick and Philomina, living with their parents. A complete his- 
tory of the Ruhe family is found elsewhere in this volume in the sketch of 
Anthony Ruhe. 

Theodore Henry Ruhe was educated in the township schools of Pleasant 
township, Putnam county, Ohio, and he was also a student in the Ottawa 
township school. He grew up on his father’s farm and was reared to the 
life of a farmer. He remained at home until his marriage, January 19, 1910, 
to Lucy Meyer, the daughter of Henry and Catherine (Tllerbrock) Meyer. 
Mrs. Ruhe’s parental history appears elsewhere in this volume in the sketch 
of Charles Ellerbrock. Theodore H. and Lucy (Meyer) Ruhe are the par- 
ents of three children, Urban, born on November 6, 1910; Alvin, September 
28, 1912, and Norma, October 3, 1914. 

Theodore H. Ruhe removed to his:present farm in-section 24, of Palmer 
township, north of Miller City, after his marriage in 1910. The land was 
cleared and improved when he moved Sere, and the residence and barn had 
already been built. Mr. Ruhe has. aga@ed several other outbuildings and 
made additional improvements, so that his farm is now well-equipped for 
general farming and stock raising. [le farms eighty acres of a hundred- 
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acre tract which was deeded to him by his father. The remaining twenty 
acres 1s operated by his brother, Frank, of Liberty township, this county. 

Theodore Henry kuhe is a Democrat in politics, but so far has not taken 
any active part in political affairs. Ruhe and wife are devout members of 
ot. Nicholas’s Catholic church, of Miller City, where Mrs. Kuhe belongs to 
the Mother’s Aid Society of her church. Mr. Ruhe is a congenial young 
farmer, a hard worker and concentrates himself upon his farm duties. He 
bears a high reputation in this community, and-is devoted to his home, his 
wife and his family, and they are all very happy. He has every reason to 
look forward to a bright and promising future. 


JOR NE REDERICK KIMMERLE. 


The business men of any community are those upon whom the com- 
munity is largely dependent for its prosperity and progress. If these men 
happen to be progressive, alert and wide-awake, then the community is very 
likely to prosper. The late John Frederick Kimmerle, during his lifetime, 
had, perhaps, as much to do with the prosperity and progress of this section 
of Putnam county as any other man in the township. |‘or many years he 
was actively identified with its business life in several capacities. My. Kim- 
merle first made a success of the hotel business, and after that was engaged 
successfully for many years in the mercantile business. In the meantime he 
had acquired considerable farm property, and was a wealthy man at the 
time of his death. The late John Frederick Nimmerle, throughout his entire 
business career, was a man who never sacrificed principles for dollars. He 
believed in public improvement, and gave what aid he could toward the civic 
advancement of his native township. He was a man whose loss was keenly 
felt by the people of Union township, with whom he was so vitally connected 
for SO many years. 

John I'rederick Kimmerle was born on January 18, 1856, in New Cali- 
forma, Union county, Ohio. Ile was a son of John I. and Anna B. (Dittus ) 
KKunimerle, both of whom were born in Germany. 

John I*. Kimmerle was married first in Germany. His wife died there, 
leaving one child, Catherine. After her death John T°. Kimmerle embarked 
for America, and while en route met Anna Dittus, a passenger. She volun- 
tecred to assist in caring for the child. lrom this acquaintance sprang up a 


mutual attachment, which resulted in their marriage when they landed in 
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this country. They came to Union county, Ohio, where they settled in New 
California. He became a farmer. John I. and Anna (Dittus) Kimmerle 
had several children, as follow: Louise, Mary, Amalia, Urica, Marion, Gott- 
lieb and J. Irederick, deceased. Subsequently the parents of these children 
moved to Jackson township, Putnani county, Ohio, and settled on a farm. 
There they lived until their death. They were members of the Gerinan 
Lutheran church. 

The late John Frederick Kimmerle attended school in Putnam county, 
Ohio, and worked ona farm.’ Early in life; in partnership with Henry 
Rower, he engaged in the manufacture of tile. They established this busi- 
ness at Ottoville. He then sold out and engaged in the hotel business at 
Kalida. ? 

Mr. Kimmerle was married on February 6, 1887, to Mary Parsell, the 
daughter of John’and ‘Charity’ (Eyer) Parsell. Charity (I¢yer) Parsell, the 
mother “of Ure” Ninimerte Was" horn on l*ebraary 14, 1826; 11, Faitheld 
county, Ohio. She was the daughter of John and Abigail [eyer. John and 
Abigail eyer were born in Pennsylvania and were married in that state. 
John [eyer had previously married a Miss McLaughlin, and by that mar- 
riage there were four children, Adesta, Mary, Levina and a son William, 
who died young. After his second’ marriage John Eyer and wife came to 
airfield county, Ohto, and settled there. He worked at the carpenter trade, 
and also did some farming. He and Ins family moved to Union township, 
Putnam county; Ohio, about 1853, and settled on a farm. The children by 
his second marriage were: Charity, the mother of Mrs. Kimmerle, Cyrus and 
Jacob. Of the children of John [Xyer, Augusta married William Hamilton. 
of Fairfield county. Later they moved to Putnam county and lived first in 
Jackson and then in Union township. Both are deceased; Mary married 
John Piercey, who lived in Willshire, Van Wert county, until their death; 
Lavina was first married to Joshua Algire. Her second husband was Will- 
umn Dicus, deceased. She still lives in Jackson township, in Putnam county. 
Charity married John Parsell. They were the parents of Mrs. Kimmerle: 
Cyrus married Tlizabeth Jeery. hey live on a farm in Union township; 
Jacob married Ikdna Beech. They are still living in Kalida. Jacob served 
mn the Civil War in the One Tlundred and Eighteenth Regiment, Ohio Vol- 
unteer Infantry. Ile enlisted at Nalida in Company UH, and was mustered 
but at Salisbury, North Carolina. tHe served, with commendable valor, for 
three years under General Scofield, and participated in a number of battles. 
John and Abigail leyer died in Onion township, Putnam county, Ohio. ‘They 
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were members of the Methodist church. Charity (Eyer) Parsell, the mother 
of Mrs. Kimmerle, died on March 2, 1905. 

John Parsell, father of Mrs. John I*rederick Kimmerle, was born in 
Lincoln, Ohio, December 1, 1833, and died on July 22, 1901. When twenty- 
five years of age he came to Putnam county. He learned the carpenter trade 
in Lincoln county, and also farmed in that county. He worked at the car- 
penter trade in Putnam county, and was married in 1860 to Charity Eyer. 
Ee was also a soldier in the Civil War, having served in Company H, One 
Hundred and Eighteenth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He served 
under Colonel Mott and Captain Moore. After he returned from the war 
he worked as a carpenter until his death. Huis children were Margaret, 
Mary, Sarah, Vinnie and John. Of these children Margaret married J. B. 
Stauffer, and lives at Kalida; Sarah married George Claypool. They live in 
Findlay, Ohio; Vinnie married Fred Buck and lives in Toledo; John married 
Lillian Vinning and they live at St. Marys, Ohio; John Parsell, the father 
of these children, died on July 22; 1901. . His wife died on March’ 2, 1905. 
They belonged to the Methodist Episcopal church. He was a member of 
the Grand Army of the Republic. 

After his marriage the late John I'rederick Kimmerle engaged in the 
hotel business for three years, and then engaged in the general mercantile 
business at [Xalida, one of the largest, in fact, in Putnam county. He and 
other associates founded the Peoples Bank at Kalida, now the only bank 
in this town. He founded the First National Bank at Kalida in t904. A 
short time prior to his death he bought a general mercantile store in Cygnet, 
Ohio. He and his family moved there to take charge of it. Shortly after 
his arrival he became ill and went to Kramer, Indiana, for treatment. Real- 
izing that he could receive no benefit from this treatment, he started home 
and got as far as l*ort Jennings, Ohio, where he died, surrounded by his 
family. 

The late John I*rederick Kimmerle was the first president of the Peoples 
Bank at Kalida and the first president of the First National Bank at Kalida. 
Ile was also a stockholder in the Kalida Elevator Company. 

To Mr, and Mrs. John I*rederick Wimmerle five children were born, one 
son, the first child, died in infancy; Valarie, born on December 26, 1890, died 
in 1891; Frederick, born on March 19, 1893; Leonore, born on December 0, 
1895, and Lula was born on July 23, 1808. 

Mr. Kimmerle built and owned a business in Kalida in 1904. He also 
built a residence in Walida, where the family now lives. Aside from this, 


Mr. WKimmerle possessed considerable other property, including three lun- 
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dred and fifty-four acres of farm land. He obtained the greatest part of 
his wealth after his marriage, and his phenomenal success was due largely 
through the co-operation of his wife, who was a woman of keen foresight 
and a faithful heplmate during her husband’s life. 

Mr. Kimmerle belonged to the Improved Order of Red Men, the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows. Mrs. Nimmerle is a member of the Daugh- 
ters of Rebekah and the Daughters of Pocahontas. Mr. Kimmerle belonged 
to the Methodist Episcopal church. His son, Frederick, is a member of the 
Odd Fellows, and owns a large farm in Jackson township, Putnam county. 
The family is active in social affairs in this community and is highly re- 
spected. 


HENRY WING. 


Perhaps the best known citizen of Palmer township, Putnam county, 
Ohio, is Henry Wing, who, with the exception of four years, has served con- 
tinuously as postmaster of Miller City since 1889, a period of twenty-six 
years, twenty-two years of which Mr. Wing has filled this office. Of late 
years, Mr. Wing has been connected with the telephone exchange at Miller 
City. The federal government 1s very exacting of its public servants, and 
especially of postmasters, and it is a matter of great credit to Mr. Wing that 
he has held this office for so long a period. Perhaps it is the best testimonial 
that might he offered in support of his integrity, his business ability and his 
ability to please the patrons of this office. | 

Henry Wing was born on June 8, 1851, in Greensburg township, Putnam 
county, Ohio. He is the son of Jarvis and Sarah (Dangler) Wing, the latter 
of whom was born in Bucks county, Pennsylvania, the former of whom was 
born in Montgomery county, near Dayton. 

The paternal grandparents of Henry Wing were Henry and Elnore 
(I*razee) Wing, the former of whom was born in Rockingham, Vermont, and 
the latter of whom was born in Pennsylvania. After their marriage they 
moved to Montgomery county, Ohio, and remained there for some time. 
Later, they moved to Putnam county, Ohio. This was about 1825, and at 
this time they settled in Greensburg township, on the Blanchard river. Henry 
Wing, Sr., first settled on the south side of the river, but later moved to the 
north side. Ile entered twenty-five acres of government land and erected 
primitive buildings. Ile cleared the land of the heavy timber and was killed 
In 1843 while working on the road being constructed between Ottawa and 
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Defiance. Tle was survived by his wife and the following children: Jarvis, 
Oliver, Khoda, lenry, ichyora, Jane; Austin, Pauline? Cleopatra and lrancis 
M.. Of these children Henry, Austin and l'rank served during the Civil War, 
i Ohio regiments. “Austin served in. the l‘ourth Olio Cavalry for four 
years. [lenry served thyce mouths. Prank Was capturedvat Blarpers Ferry, 
but was later paroled. .\ustin was captured at Murfreesboro and confined 
one month at Salisbury, North Carolina. Vhe mother of these children died 
on the farm in Greensburg township. 

Jarvis \Wing was educated in the Greensburg township schools and before 
his marriage worked on his father’s farm. After his marriage he continued 
to live on the homestead farm, which he had increased to two hundred and 
twenty-five acres. This father had purchased two hundred acres before his 
death, and Jarvis Wing bought this entire at the administrator's sale. Jarvis 
\Ving was married to Sarah Daneler, daughter of John and Barbara (Kavlor) 
Dangler. John and Barbara (Kaylor) Dangler came from Pennsylvania after 
their marriage and settled i Greensburg township, bringing their family 
with them. Ifehry Wine’s mother was but six years old when she came with 
her parents to Putnam county. The children of John and Barbara (Kaylor) 
Dangler were jacob, Jiolm,.. |r. George, Elizabeth, Catherine, Sarah and 
Henry. Both of these parents died in Greensburg township. During his 
life time Jarvis Wine worked” oi Ins farm in Greensburg township. To 
Jarvis and Sarah (Dangler) Wing were born the following children: Tlenry, 
the subject of this sketch; Barbara, deceased; Ellen, deceased; John; Charles, 
deceased; Oliver, and two who died in infancy. Jarvis Wing died in Palmer 
township and his wife died in Topeka, Ohio. 

Ilenry \Wing was educated in Greensburg township. During his early 
life jhe lived ,on the home farm. , He was married on February 3, 1871, to 
Adelia, Carver, daughter of William’ and Mariah -(Itibby) Carver, of Lor- 
raine county, Olio. \Villtam) Carver served in an Ohio regiment during the 
Civil War and was killed in the battle of Gettysburg at Culp’s Hill. William 
Carver and wife were the parents of three children, Elizabeth, Nora and 
Adelia, the wife of Mr. Wing. 

Before his marriage, Mr. Wing went to Florida and was there engaged 
in farming. Tle was married in [Florida and continued to live there for seven 
vears. Ile then moved to Palmer township, Putnam county, Ohio, and en- 
gaged in farming for ten years. Fle then went into the saw-muill business and 
continued in this for some time. Mr. \Wing was appointed postmaster of 
Miller City in 1889 and served continuously ever since with the exception of 
“four years. Tle also has had charge of the telephone exchange at Miller City 
for the past sixteen years. 
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To Itenry and Adelia (Carver) Wing have’ been born the following 
children: Neher hzincth a ancter ttiarices) ready Nimeda, dear, Marold 
and Ilorence. Od these children, Nellie married \Wilham Binkley, and they 
live in Scott, Ohio; Lunette marrred L. B. Hoyt, and thev have two children: 
Ilizabeth married A. L. Harmon, and they live in San lrancisco, California, 
and have one child; Charles :s'in the navy, where he has served twelve years 
on the battleship “New Jersey”; Fred married [‘lizabeth l'rankhart, and they 
live in Bellevue, Ohio; Almeda married Al Jones, and they live in Cleveland, 
and have three children; Edgar, Harold and Florence are still attending 
school. ) 

lt is a matter*of ‘some Ynterest that Henry Wing, Sr., the grandfather 
of the subject of this sketch, helped to survey Putnam county, assisting the 
vovernment surveyor, Captain Rilev, after whom Riley township was named. 
It is apparent that the Wing family have been identified with the history of 
Putnain county’ for many years; not only from this fact, but from the fact 
that Jarvis Wing, the father of Hlenry Wing, was brought to Putnam county 
when he was only six weeks old. Tlenry Wing is entitled to rank as a repre- 
sentative citizen of Putnam county and one who has had very much to do 
with its progress and growth. 

Henry \Wing is identihed with the Republican party. He and his wife 
and famuly are all members of the Congregational church, 


CHARLES: G. BORMAN; 


Among the successful business men of his community, the subject of 
this review has had much to do in advancing the material interests of Put- 
ham county, Olio, and making it one of the important commercial centers of 
this section of the state. The study of such a life cannot fail of interest and 
incentive, for Mr. Borman is not only a distinctive representative of the 
banking business, but he has established a reputation for integrity and honor. 
He is now actively identified with the Peoples Banking Company of Kalida, 
as cashier, and is numbered among the substantial and worthy citizens of 
his community. None more than he deserves representation in a work of 
this character. 

Charles C. Borman was born on December 23, 1880, in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
He is ason of Valentine and Julianna (Gieringer) Borman. 


Valentine Borman was born in Germany and educated there. Tle served 
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in the German army, coming to America when about twenty-five years of age 
and settling in Cincinnati, Olio. Ilere he started a livery business and later 
a restaurant. Valentine Borman was married first to Johanna Abele, and 
two children were born to this marriage. After the death of his first wife, 
he was again married to Julianna Geringer, a daughter of Anthony and Mary 
Ursula (Schwertzel) Gieringer. He continued to live in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
and seventeen years after his second marriage he moved to Glendorf, Ohio. 
Here he served as postmaster. ‘Later, he moved to Coldwater, Ohio, where 
he lived until his death, April 15, 1906. His wife, Julianna (Gieringer) 
Borman, died on April 23, 1915. By his second marriage, six children were 
bor, “ddie; Aina julia, Aivin, Charles, the subject of this. sketch, and 
William. Anna married Joseph \Witthwarn, who is now deceased, and his 
widow lives at Aurora, Illinois; Alvin married Gertrine Unverferth, and 
they live in Dayton, Ohio; Julia married Ben Nienberg, and they live at 
Glandort, Ohio; Wuilliant married Nera Fox and lives in Cincinnati, Ohio; 
Alvin served in the Spanish-American War, having enlisted in the Seventh 
Wnited’ States Cavalry: Tie was in the battle of San*Juan Hill: 

Charles C. Borman, the subject of this sketch, left Cincinnati, Ohio, with 
his parents, at the age of ten years, coming to Glandorf, Ohio. Here he grew 
up, attending the schools of Glandorf and the Ottawa Normal School, in 
which he taught school for one summer. Mr. Borman also attended the 
Davis Business College at Toledo, Ohio, and after that, taught school for 
seven years, at New Cleveland, in Liberty township. He was superintendent 
of the schools at Miller City, in Palmer township, Putnam county, and was 
eashier in the bank at Coldwater, Ohio, for seven years. He sold out his 
banking interest to his brother, and, subsequently, entered the employ of the 
Butter Tub Company. He was with this company for one and one-half 
years, when he came to Kalida, Ohio, as the cashier of the Peoples Banking 
Company. This was in July, 1911. Since that time Mr. Borman has been 
active in the affairs of this bank. The Peoples Banking Company of Kalida 
does a remarkable business 1n this community, and not the least of the credit 
for this business is due to the energy, good judgment and management of 
Charles C. Borman. 

Mr. Borman is a member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks at Wapakoneta, Ohto. He is a Democrat. He was corporation clerk 
at Glandorf at the age of twenty-one, and is now township treasurer at 
Kalida, Ohio, which is situated in Union township. Mr. Borman has ,held 
other minor offices, among which is that of councilman. He takes an active 
interest in the affairs of his party. Mr. Borman is a member of St. 
Michael’s Catholic church at alida. 
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admired for his sincerity and honesty of purpose. 
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Charles C. Borman is well known for his democratic habits and 1s much 
He is level-headed and 
well-informed on all matters pertaining to the banking business. Tle bears a 
high reputation in this community and is a representative citizen and thor- 


oughly entitled to reputation in this volume. 


AUGUST G. VEKITORE: 


There are individuals in nearly every community who, by reason of 
pronounced ability and force of character, rise above the heads of the masses 
and command the unbounded esteem of their fellowmen. Characterized by 
perseverance and a directing spirit, two virtues that never fail, such men al- 
ways make their presence felt and the vigor of their strong personalities 
serves as a stimulus and incentive to the young and rising generation. ‘To 
this energetic and enterprising class the subject of this review may properly 
Having never been seized with the wanderlust spirit that has led 
and states, 
and to the 


belong. 
many of Putnam county's young men to other fields of endeavor 


August G. Verhoff has devoted himself to vocation as a farmer 
public duties to which he has been called, and, because of his personal worth 
and accomplishments, he is clearly entitled to representation among the en- 
terprising and progressive men of his locality 

August G. Verhoff is the descendant of a long line of sterling German 
ancestry, the full account of which is given elsewhere in this volume under 
the caption of Theodore Verhoff, his father, and was born on his father’s 
farm on Iebruary 5, 1877, being the seventh son of Theodore and Elizabeth 
(Ifebers) Verhofl. August Verhoff was educated in the schools of Greens- 
burg township, Putnam county, Ohio, and until the age of twenty remained 
under the parental roof, where he gained practical experience in agriculture 
and stock raising. Some time before his marriage and while still living with 
his parents, he managed a virgin farm of eighty acres, which was part of a 
large tract lis father had purchased in section 29 of Greensburg township. 
Vhis farm required considerable preparation for the production of crops and 
kept him occupied during the winter months, but in the summer he would put 
in lis time assisting his father. At the age of twenty-six, the subject found 
it necessary to give his entire time and attention to this eighty acres and at 
that time, 1908, the father decided to grant him a warranty deed of con- 
veyance for this farm. During the years between 1goo and 19060, August G. 
Verhoff lived with his brother, Joseph, and sister, Mary, who kept house for 
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them. These young men had but a limited amount of capital and underwent 
a ereat many privations aud hardships before they were able to get this land 
into the best condition for profitable production.  Tlowever, with the true 
German industry and self-denial, and by the introduction of a drainage sys- 
tem, this farm, formerly not much better than a swamp. was made a well- 
paying proposition. fn 1gog was begun the creetion of necessary farm: build- 
ings, and in toto, August G. erected lis present commodious and comfortable 
home, 

In 1907, with two of his brothers, Frank and Joseph, he bought seventy- 
six acres near Dornington, in Greensburg township, to which he devotes much 
attention. 

On May 3, 1910, August G. Verhoff was married to Elnora Westhbeld, 
daughter of Wilham and Mary (Brockman) \Vestbeld, the father having 
been born in Glandorf and the mother in It. Jennings, Putnam county, Ohio. 
The paternal grandparents, Bernard and Caroline \Vestbeld, were born in 
Germany and came to this country in an early day, settling in Putnam county, 
Ohio. Caroline \Westbeld survives her husband and is now hvying with her 
son, Joseph, in Blanchard township, Putnam county. Besides Joseph, there 
were other children born to this union, as follow: Wiulham, rank, Theresa, 
Anna, Catherine and Philomena. The maternal grandparents, Joseph and 
Caroline (Landwehr) Brockman, resided on a farm near [*t. Jennings, Put- 
nam county, Ohio, where Mrs. Brockman still lives, making her home with a 
son, Louis Brockman? (Other childkenrto this union are Joseph, Henry, 
Caroline, Mathilda, [lizabeth, Marv. 

Wilham \Westbeld, after his marriage to Mary Brockman, moved to a 
farm in Ottawa township, Putnam county, Ohio, and later removed to an 
eivhty-acre tract of land in Union township, near the town of Kalida, Ohio. 
‘To them were born seven children, eInora, the wife of the subject, Cornelius, 
Lawrence, Regina, Oscar, Linus and Marcella. Vhe daughter, Regina, having 
decided to make her life's work one devoted to charity, obedience and poverty, 
is now studying for the sisterhood in the order of the Sisters of Providence, 
at Newport, Kentucky. All are devout members of St. Michael's Catholic 
church in Kalida, Ohio. 

Immediately after his marriage, August G. Verhoff occupied the resi- 
dence which he had built on the original farm and to them were born two 
children, Oscar Theodore, on August 16, 1911, and Norbert William, May 23, 
1913. 

August G. Verhoff has improved the farm to such an extent that there 
are now seven large buildings onthe place and everything is kept up in a 
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business-like way. Mr. Verhoff, in spite of lis many farm duties, has found 
sufficient time to interest himself in pubhie affairs for the good of the com- 
munity, and, now is serving ina creditable manner in the office of township 
trustee, is president of the Mutual Live Stock Insurance Company of Kalida, 
Ohio, secretary of the local agricultural extension society and 1s treasurer of 
the Mutual Telephone Company of Nalida, Ohio. In addition to his general 
farming he has gained for himself an enviable reputation as a stock raiser, 
although not on a large scale. He is taking a great interest in building up his 
Shorthorn cattle, which is all registered stock, in which he 1s an undoubted 
success. In addition to cattle, he is devoting considerable time and attention to 
hogs, particularly the Poland China breeds. 

Mr. Verhoff is an ardent supporter of the Democratic party, and is a 
weoular member of OStl Michaels’ Catholic ‘church at Kalida, Ohio: In. all 
his relations of life, he has been found faithful to every trust confided in him 
and because of his genuine worth, courteous manners and genial disposition, 
he has won and retained the warm regard of all with whom he has associated, 
the latter including the best people of the county. Mr. Verhoff formerly at- 
tended St. John’s Catholic church at Glandorf, where lus father still belongs 


and where he has worshipped tor many years. 


PRAWN Kalk -GhESKEN. 


In every community, some men are well known for their upright lives, 
remarkable common sense, moral worth, rather than fer their wealth or 
political standing. Their neighbors and acquaintances respect theni—their 
example is heeded for the emulation of their fellows. ‘They win their way 
to success by untiring energy and right principles, and hold the respect of 
their fellow men by their genuine worth. .\mong the young business men of 
Miller City, Ohio, who have won for themselves a commendable degree of 
success in business, 1s Frank J. Giesken, a well known hardware dealer of 
Muller City, .Ohio, 

Prank J. Giesken was born on January 30, t8&o, in Monterey township, 
Putnam county, Ohio. tle is the son of Joseph and Sarah (Swank) Giesken. 
Joseph Ciesken was born in Greensburg township, Putnam county, Ohio, and 
was educated in the Greensburg township schools and at Glandorf. He was 
reared as a farmer and helped his father on the farm in Greensburg town- 
ship. After his marriage, he located in Monterey township, Putnam county, 
Where he owned a farm of one hundred and twenty acres. [le farmed this 
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until his death, November 28, 1889. He was married to Sarah Swank, a 
native of Van Wert county, Olio, who survived him and who lives on the 
old homestead farm of cighty acres, forty acres having been sold. in Monterey 
township. To this union were born four children, \Irs. Clementina Leis, of 
Chesaning, Michigan; Charles, of Chesaning, Michigan; Mrs. mma Sehlu- 
eter, who lives on the home farm in Monterey township, and I*rank J., the 
subject of this sketch. 

Irrank J. Giesken was educated in the Monterey township public schools, 
especially at the special Brooks district No. 2 school in Monterey township. 
He worked on his father’s farm until 1908 and, having learned the carpenter 
trade, followed this vocation fora period of three years, at Ottoville, Ohio, 
and in Monterey township. Tle helped to build the Sister’s house in Otto- 
ville and the school buildings at I*t. Jennings and Vaughnsville, Ohio. He 
also helped to place, the clock’ i111 the Catholic’ church, ar Ottoville: Mr. 
Giesken: then clerked in different hardware stores in Glandorf, Ohio, at 
Chesaning and Hemlock, Michigan. Ile spent one year in these three places 
and then came to Miller City, Ohio, and purchased the hardware store owned 
by M. E. Beck. He is still engaged in this business and enjoys a lucrative 
trade in Miller City. He 1s popular and well known for his sound busi- 
ness principles. Mr. Giesken enjoys a high reputation in this community and 
is known to be up-to-date and progressive in all of his business methods. 
He has the agency for Yale motorcycles and Johnson farm machinery. 

Frank J. Giesken was married on May 1, I912, to Anna Vincke, the 
daughter of Ierdinand F. and Mary (Schlagbaum) Vincke. Ferdinand 
Vincke was born in Germany, came to America, and now conducts a general 
mercantile store at Ottoville, Ohio. His wife was born one mile east of 
Ottoville, Putnam county. To Ifrank J. and Anna (Vincke) Giesken, one 
daughter, Celesta Mary, has been born, May 5, 1913. The store of Frank 
J. Giesken is the centre of trading for the farmers in the immediate vicinity 
and for miles around Miller City. Huis up-to-date and thorough stock has 
earned for him the reputation of the leading hardware and implement mer- 
chant of this part of the county. 

Frank J. Giesken is a member of the Miller City town council and is 
president of this body. In politics, he 1s a stanch Democrat. Frank J. 
Giesken and wife are members of the Catholic church, at Miller City. Mr. 
Giesken’s father and mother were also members of the Catholic church. 
Joseph Giesken was an excellent farmer and a hard worker during his entire 
life. Tle followed general farming and was a man who was well liked by 

_the people of his community. Tle was known to be a good provider, a kind 
father and a devoted husband. 
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JOHN HENRY SCHIMMOLLER. 


John Henry Schimmoller is a native of Putnam county, having been born 
in Jackson township. At one time Mr. Schimmoller owned a tract of two 
hundred and thirty-three acres of land, but distributed a hundred and forty 
acres among lhns children and now retains, of his original holdings, only 
ninety-three acres. Mr. Schimmoller is no longer engaged in active farming, 
but devotes his attention to supervising the ninety-three-acre farm in Jackson 
township. At one time Mr. Schimmoller was engaged in raising thorough- 
bred horses, but he gave up that business some time ago. [or many years 
he was prominent in the political and civic lite of Jackson township, and held 
many positions of trust and responsibility. 

John Henry Schimmoller was born on June 3, 1840, in Jackson town- 
ship. Heis the son of Francis and Mary (hkitmeier) Schimmioller, the former 
of whom was born in Osnabruck, Province of Hanover, Germany, and. who 
came to this country in 1833, about two years after the arrival of I*ather 


Horstman, who settled in Glandorf. J’rancis Schimmoller was married in Ger- 
many. [lis wife accompanied him to this country, as did also their one child, 
Christina. They settled on a farm near Glandortf, Putnam county, having 
purchased eighty acres from the government, and remained there for three 
years. During this period, Mrs. Schimoller died and Mr. Schimmoller later 
married Mary Ritmeier. He then sold his farm and moved to section 14, of 
Jackson township, and lived on a farm of fifty-five acres. He cleared and 
improved all but ten acres of this farm, and here erected buildings. Later he 
acquired more land, and altogether owned three hundred and sixty acres. By 
his ‘second marriage. there were six children, rank; John H.; Elizabeth, 
deceased’; William; Louis, deceased, and August, deceased. Francis and 
Mary (Ritmeier) Schimmoller attended St. Joseph’s Catholic church at It. 
Jennings. He was a trustee for a number of years, and died in 1855. His 
wife died ten years previously, in 1845. I*rancis Schimmoller was a sub- 
stantial and prosperous farmer and well respected in this community. 

His son, John Henry, was educated in Jackson township. During his 
early youth, he worked on his father’s farm. At the death of the father, 
John Henry worked for six and one-half years for Barney Leopold in the 
pork-packing business. He inherited sixty-six acres in Jackson township 
from his father, and then moved here, and erected an addition to the dwelling 
in which he now lives. It was the original log house and is now covered with 
siding. With the improvements that have been made, it now makes a sub- 
stantial and modern house. 
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Two years after moving to the farm, on September 11, 1861, Mr. Schim- 
moller was married to Bernadina Maag, who was born in Glandor!, Putaam 
county, and who is the daughter of Theodore and Catherine (Doepker) Alaag. 
Vo this union were born eleven children, \melia, on October 7, 1862, married 
Joseph Dickman and the live in Jackson township and have five children living 
and one has died: Irank TPheodore, October 2. ISO4, married Philomena Pool, 
who died, and he later married Anna (‘Venwalde) Bentley, to whom five 
children were born by the frst marriage and one child by the second mar- 
riage, they live in Jackson township; \Villiam Henry, February 21, 1866, 
married Catherine Ostendorf, and they live in It. Jennings township and 
have three children living and two dead: Maria Christina, April 30, 1868, 
died on October 5, 1892: Anna Wilhelmina, April 26, 1870, married Ben 
Hleidecker, and they live in Hazelwood, Ohio, and have three children, one 
of whom died; Anna Maria Agnes, May 1, 1872, died on January 1, 1889; 
Josephine Mathilda, July 8, 1874, married. Ben, Sherman,.and they live at 
It. Jennings and have three children; Louts Itdward, October 29, 1876, died 
Om July 29;. 1878; \George , joseph, , November. 30,..1879,,imagried- Callie 
Iecker, and they live in Jackson township and have two children; William 
Arnold died on January 8, 1889, and Albert Idwards, twins, November 19, 
1882... Albert. Edward married Wilhelmina Becker and lives in Jackson 
township on the old home place and has two children. \Vilhelmina (Becker ) 
schimmoller, wife of Albert Edward, was born in Jackson township, daugh- 
ter of Joseph and Theresa (Streutker) Becker, who lived in Jackson town- 
ship for many years. Joseph Becker still lives there. His wife diced in 
1893. They had six children, four of whom are still living, August, \Vilhel- 
mina, Anna and John. On October 10, 1906, Albert Edward Schimmoller 
and Wilhelmina Becker were married, after which they immediately came to 
the farm of John Schimmoller and have ever since made this their home. 
The two children born to them are Edmund, September 27, 1907 and Cleo, 
October.25 5.002: 

Mrs. John Henry Schimmoller died on April 18, 1904, and is buried 
at It, Jennings, She was a loyal and devoted wife and mother, and con- 
tributed largely to her husband's success. Jler parents, Theodore and Cath- 
erine (Doepker) Maag, were born in Germany and married in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, and settled on a farm near Glandorf, Putnam county. Of their chil- 
dren, seven are deceased. The living are Wilhelmina, Joseph and [dward. 
The deceased children are William, Bernadina, rank, Bernard, Mary, .\gnes 
and Josephine. Theodore and Catherine (Doepker) \Maag were members 
of the St. John’s Catholic church at Glandorf,  Phey are deceased and their 


remains are buried in the cemetery at Glandor fl, 
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Mr. Schimmoller and his family are all members of St. Joseph's Catholic 
church at It. Jennings. Mrs. Schimmoller was a devoted member of this 
church. Mr. Schimmoller is a Democrat. He served as township trustee 
for twenty-one years, has served as township supervisor for cightcen years, 
and at I*t. Jennings was a collector for the German Mutual lire Insurance 
Company, of which he is also a director. Mr. Schimmoller’s ‘daughters, 
Millie and Wilhelmina, have both taught school. The former taught for 
three years. Wilhelmina was a student at one time -at Crawhs College. 
Vhe Schimmoller family is well known in this community, and they are all 
lnghly respected. 


WEE Me Td ENTRY, ROW EIR. 


Wilham Henry Rower, the proprietor of an excellent farm of one hun- 
dred and five acres, in Jackson township, Putnam county, Ohio, and a farm 
which 1s under a splendid state of cultivation, 1s descended from a long line 
of illustrious forbears who have had a large part in the military and _ politi- 
cal history of two continents. \Vilham Henry Kower himself was born on 
the homestead farm of his parents, June 15,1858. [leis the son of William 
and ihza Ann (Pearcy) Rower. 

Vhe paternal grandparents of Mr. Rower were Christian Frederick 
Benjamin and Itlizabeth (Long) Rower. Christian I. B. Rower was born 
in Dresden, Saxony; March 19, 1779. _He'served in the army of Saxony in 
the Napoleonic Wars and was a valiant soldier. He left the army and came 
to .\merica, arriving on November 30, 1802. He first settled near Potts- 
ville, Pennsylvania, where he was a distiller, having taken up the same busi- 
ness in this country which he had followed in his native land. He was mar- 
ried to [elizabeth Long on November 12, 1807. She was a native of Penn- 
sylvama, having been born’ on February 11, 1790. Her parents were of 
Dutch descent, and she was the daughter of Joseph Long and wife. [liza- 
beth [ong was educated in the common schools of Pennsylvania, she was a 
devoted member of the Baptist church, as was her husband also, both of 
whom took an active part in the affairs of this church. 

Near the close of the War of 1812, Christian F. B. Rower and wife 
crossed the mountains of Pennsylvania in a large covered wagon and settled 
in franklin county, Ohio, where they were among the earliest pioneers. Tle 
purchased a small tract of land and farmed until his death, September 20, 
1826. His wife survived him twenty years, dying on June 10, 1846. 

Christian I’. B. Rower and wife were the parents of ten children, Ro- 
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sanna, born on October 6, 1808, and died on March 27, 1887; Sarah, who: 
died November 30, 1893, was the wife of John Coble, of /ranklin county ; 
Julia A., December 5, 1812, and died in 1849, who was the wife of Ellis 
Long, of Franklin county, Ohio; Charlotte, December 5, 1815, and died in 
February, 1881; Susanne, October 4, 1817,.and died on March 7, 1892, was 
the wife of Emanuel Conkle; Mahala, August 10, 1819, and died in 1837; 
John, June 15, 1821, and) died on June 28, 1853; William, the father of 
William Henry; and James N., lebruary 9, 1826, and died about I9g1o. 

Wilham Rower, the father of William Henry, was born in Franklin 
county, Ohio, on August 5, 1823, and was educated in the log school in the 
neighborhood where he was born. He worked on the farm of his father 
and, when old enough, received three dollars a month for his services. He 
was married on September 7, 1848, to Ithza A. Pearcy, who was born on 
May 8, 1830, and who was the daughter of James and Sarah (Cable) 
Pearcy. Mrs. Itliza Rower’s father, James Pearcy, was born in Ohio in 
1795. He was a farmer and carpenter. His wife died on December 8, 1891. 
She was a devout member of the United Brethren church for the greater 
part of her ‘life: 

William Rower lived one year in Itranklin county, Ohio, but after his 
marriage moved, in September, 1849, to Jackson township, Putnam county. 
The journey was made in a covered wagon. They settled on a tract of wild 
woodland which Wilham Rower had previously purchased. It was located 
in the valley of the Auglaize river. \Walliam RKower and wife undertook to 
live ina tent until they were able to clear enough space to build a log cabin. 
‘The season was a rainy one and the tent was not waterproof against the hard- 
beating rain. Consequently, they were forced to abandon the tent and live 
with a neighbor until they were able to build their own home. Besides 
building this home, \Wailliaam Kower assisted his brother in erecting a house. 
William Rkower cleared his farm, especially the land around his house and 
stable and farmed all of his life. 

William and Eliza A. (Pearcy) Rower had twelve children: Samantha 
J., who married George Reynolds, a farmer of Jennings township, Putnam 
county; James M., who died in infancy; Sarah [., the wife of Richard Rey- 
nolds, a farmer in Jennings township, Putnam county; Susan Illen, the 
wife of Benjamin Blakely, of Kalida, Ohio; John Tallman, who married 
Katherine Seifert and lives in Tindlay, Ohio; William Henry, the subject of 
this sketch; Lewis Albert, who was first married to [lla Pangle and after 
her death, to Gertrude Mehkay, who also died; [lvin, who married Theresa 
Michls and lives in Voledo, Ohio; Vallandigham, a farmer in Sugar Creek 








: cag toi . 
I us to 0 


4 a a ioe 
els to aiw sls enn 7 oft ro a i tie ar iat 


* 




























gra ri boifi fest "ahs Or mine aie ates ‘foun . hat p> 
to vortah ods witrelhiW {e284 on oni’ iy, bath Dregs MER af orn hol r 
oro! juads bail bers \Os81 .o Creme’ Me cori, eis ; qalncae caval VA 
aides! ot siod asw yyanolt meiltiWy To. tose acl} wowoH., ceili i " | 
aly ot loorlee yot onl at boisowhd eaw Dow 688) 2 denunA mo ointO. VIO? ie 
qolicsl ei to samet wht ao bedew oli .wied anw of ovetw booshodiiyisn oe 
oH eosivise gil tod Atrorn « erpbiob som povievet faaony blo nedy cboe i: a 
no mod ésw otlw .yorsotl | A posit i od pha iy tadinaiyec, sto bebrusret Sire. 
(elds) dete bes ental to aml snail wit enw ow bee jop8a A yalh (8 i 
at otlO ai med eswe porised, exempta, exowodl, msi 20th Apt oe 
A031 8 vadirtg99C1 pn hab atiwn gibl ayuagep>: bes vores Bap: ot Petar es 
tissty oa, 01 clonal nondietl, bon orl io, todeue Auoveb s-asve od@ ny 
: ei 2: ead eat: pee Ma 

ait dothe. tt Ae B: imo crits ni od al aieor orto: Dyan th. iia teA el Sy 
etinnes ingeitiy idarwos rowan |, ot AQEGY. cmdiagiqae: ii, boven, eipaieenitt ; 
bliw to joa 8 AO halttor yout ge borovos ptt olneee eew Komal ot: a a 
baissol aque 41 bozetoang deuohromy ber wowed meilliVe duit busibienw dy) 
oO} doorsbyen sty bits Iwo, fol Vid poe osualper Ay, aeldy Foy volley, tore reel 
Hida Bol K Hbinned Of 9 wae ify rom styoly od shel; ote onl) (idee dot moti ‘vil 
~fyieil silt Jetrieyss Toormprati WSO Mie VO off) LOEB, BIO: aunery enw thease, OEE BY, 








vil Des taot of} aobmala ot homal ova poet, vbinompaerund Mit -getitaad 13 7 
eabieol ered awe aut blind ot anlilis vow Molt Ine sodyion gs, divine aa 
anon 6 gutiioats tt aorktorndl eisl los sheteen, worl wipll VY! araor eich geiblind yy i 
bas se108| ail bamnors rast only sellpsto: neo, Koh ail borpols,, Towa, mgilie , 
| i catil eirk lo In borne bets ay 
selenite feats oviows bait wort (oy), A, ssi bros restlliW a 
mignon ijtden wos egeitemnal to 19K 6G s eblonyos ay1090), Deivine. oda a ie 
“yo basilvitl to slive ott 21 large ; rotabat int, betboorlw.,..1M eaceal, ; palmion vh 
vac moll peneue ; ylomoo causes T islevor panies, Ai ener 6 wblor 
daphne ee Snetny is had Mie wes hay nen iinebion to ati 





PUTNAM COUNTY, OFTIO: 847 


township, Putnam county; Amanda A., the deceased wife of J. Rk. Langston; 
Nancy C., who died in infancy; Gurelie M., who married William Dunivan 
and lives in Walida. 

William Rower worked hard on the farm and improved it. He retired 
to Kalida in 1889 and was no longer engaged in farming. He and his wife 
died on the same day in Kalida, December 19, 1911. 

William Rower was a Democrat in politics and was an influential man 
throughout his life. He was a justice of the peace for many years and 
served as township trustee for fourteen years. He always enjoyed the con- 
fidence and esteem of his neighbors and was foremost in promoting anything 
which had to do with the welfare of the neighborhood where he lived. He 
and his wife were faithful members of the United Brethren church. They 
were among the early pioneers of the county and passed through many priva- 
tions and hardships. 

William Henry Rower was born on the home place. Under his father’s 
guidance, he learned to be an excellent farmer. . He also received a good 
classical education in the township schools of Jackson township.  \Wialham 
FHlenry Kower was married on ‘April 15, 1885, to Clara. Miehls, who was 
born in February, 1861, in Carroll county, Ohio. She was the daughter of 
George and Mary (Hegner) Miehls. 

George Miehls was born on October. 24, 1818, in Bavaria, Germany. 
tle was a weaver by occupation, and came to America in 1844, and located 
first at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where he was a collier for fourteen years. 
ble was marnied..to Mary A. eener on |ebruary, 14,1847. She. was a 
native of Wurttemberg, Germany, born February 27, 1823. She came to 
America with her parents at the age of four years. Her parents were George 
Herman and Regina Iegner. 

George:and Mary Miehls were the parents of eleven children, George; 
Joseph and Catherine, twins, the latter» the wife of Clements Pund; 
Mary, the wife of I. N.: Kahle; Barbara, the wife of William Kohlhoff; 
Regina; Clara, the wife of Mr. Rower; Benjamin A.; frank; Theresa, the 
wife of Elvin Rower, and John Albert. George Miehls lived in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, until 1858, and then moved to Carroll county, where he lived 
ona farm. He followed farming until 1866, and then removed to Greens- 
burg township, Putnam county, Ohio. In this township he purchased a 
farm of one hundred acres, only twenty acres of which were cleared. He 
improved this farm and, in 1872, sold it and bought a tract of land in Jack- 
son township, Putnam county. Only a small part of this farm was im- 
proved and only a very small clearing had been made before he bought. it. 
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[fe farmed here until his death, October 3, 1876. - George Michls served six 
years in the German army before coming to America. Tle was a devout and 
faithful member of St. Mary’s Catholre church at Ottoville. He was a 
Democrat and had served as township trustee. He died with the honors of 
an influential and upright citizen. His wife survived him and in April, 1893, 
she was married to Peter Wannemacher, of Ottoville. Tle was an ex-sheriff 
of. Putnam county. “She died on October 17,°1911, a lovable’ ‘and highly- 
respected woman. 

On March 6, 1889, Willam Henry. Rower purchased the old home 
place, where he. was born. “Tle moved to the farm, coming from Vaughns- 
ville, Ohio, where he had’spent four years after his marriage. Mr. Rower 
has one hundred and five acres of excellent land; as heretofore stated. He 
has erected a barn and several outbuildings, drained the land and made many 
other improvements upon this farm. He keeps thoroughbred Shorthorn 
cattle and Duroe-Jersey hogs. 

Wilham EH. and’ Clara”(Miehlis)"Rower have’ hadthree* children, Mary 
Zora, born January 23, 1886; Zella Theresa, April 18, 1888, and George Har- 
old, September 19, 1900. Mary Zora married George Rambo and lives at 
Toledo, Ohio, where he is receiving clerk in a mercantile establishment. 
They have one son, Claude William, born on May 22, 1914. The other two 
children are at home. 

William Tlenry Rower is a Democrat in politics, but has held no offices. 
The Rower family are members of St. Michael’s Catholic church at Kalida. 
Mr. Rower ts a member of St. Joseph’s Benevolent Soctety and also the 
iloly Name Society. “Mrs. Nower fS-a member or tne Alathers Society. 


OPO 2 RISSER, 

The following is the brief sketch of the hfe of one who, by close atten- 
tion to business, has achieved marked success in the agricultural world and 
gained a prominent position among the enterprising men of the county, with 
which such interests are identified. It is a plain record, rendered remarkable 
by no strange or mysterious adventures, no wonderful or lucky accidents and 
no tragic situations. Mr. Risser is one of those estimable characters whose 
integrity and strong personality must force them into an admirable society 
which their modesty never seeks and who command the respect of their con- 
temporaries and leave the impress of their individuality upon the community 
in which they live. 











: ‘ 

fisting” 
ADE 
Oy 4 


iid pai 8 anys oy een 
5 ei oH allivenO™ as sorely 
to eronod oft tin both oT” olen 
| 081. ding A at bras ttt bovine sit * } 
Atisile-xs ng esw alt allio) Yo. 
selitgid bes. oktavol i Mash redo! 


| 












aron blo ort ‘poentoang ne Haat (si 
~enubyun iment gicln Cane odd ol Devout « af} | 
Lishiduaael ee aialidonit ae sath ae Biot, wi : ‘f 
ott Ne 





bs: ued pis atleast" igi agentes pi eile” 006) t ot 1 taditisiqo?.b i | 
dromelsildetes alitanensen ea “Gals ydivioost ef ‘ot grail ° Cont : 
ourt rathto a jhe ae sy cal fo, alas tii obit i “ae ' | 

















Dnt Pee, 
Enda rehab ln mes AI tal. | silat oR uate eae mann 7 





uh team OTTO NR 


“notte. seals: xs jotlue a0: 1 ex ina aelt ie dines Mind ‘atl zi! seventies wai 0 ae 
bas bhow Iemilesitge deri aasodoe baba bevallen eal onamvans ob nit! ih 
titi .ginmos ada Tovmery getiaimprotars atl onenend wont iaony YW | 3 Ne 
sidebar boraliroy, Mastraer: wong ‘fat. at | 
bes etnubtoon vlinban: fi vebaww 

gavudlyr axotosters aldgeiite 

Woivoe oldaticnha fm © ort, 
“e109 vig) to rages ody heceareienn 
x hmsannog! — ytiln 


PUTNAM COUNTY, OHIO. 849 


Otto Risser was born in Sugar Creek township, December 20, 1867, the 
son of Daniel and Elizabeth M. (Smith) Risser. Daniel Risser was a native 
of Wurtemburg, Germany, born on January 1, 1836, the son of Abraham 
and Catherine (Smitzerick) Risser. He, with his brothers, Abraham, Jacob, 
Henry, David and Christian, came to America in 1857, settling first in Cleve- 
land, Ohio, where he engaged in the operation of a bus and transfer line. 
At the outbreak of the Civil War, David and Christian Risser proved their 
loyalty to their adopted country by enlisting in the Union army, and serving 
throughout that great struggle, with great credit to themselves. Some time 
after locating in Cleveland, Daniel Risser went to Vera Cruz, Mexico, as an 
employe of a Cleveland concern, engaged in the operation of a bus line from 
Vera Cruz across the isthmus of Tehauntepec. The venture not proving 
successful, six months later Mr. Risser returned to Cleveland, where he 
remained until 1859, when he and his brother, Henry, came to Putnam 
county, locating in Sugar Creek township, where they purchased land. Daniel 
Risser bought eighty acres, located one and one-half miles southeast of 
Vaughnsville, which became the family homestead, having prior to this been 
located a short time on forty acres near Columbus Grove. At that time the 
only improvements on the place were a log cabin and stable and but a small 
portion of the land had been cleared. He devoted himself to improving the 
the farm, erecting substantial buildings and tiling and ditching the land so 
that, in due time, it became one of the best improved and most productive 
farms in that section of the county. He was very industrious and intelli- 
gent in the direction of his affairs and became well-to-do and, finally, found 
himself the possessor of seven hundred acres of land. In addition to the car- 
rying on of general farming operations, he gave considerable attention to the 
breeding and raising of live stock. He died at the home of his son, Daniel 
H. Risser, at Vaughnsville, on September 15, 1902, at the age of sixty-six 
years, and his widow died there on November 2, 1911, at the ripe old age 
of seventy-seven years. She had been a consistent and faithful member of 
the Christian church for many years. Daniel Risser was a Democrat, and in 
his religious belief, was affiliated with the German Lutheran church. 

Daniel Risser was married to Elizabeth M. Smith on August 14, 1862, 
who was born in Ashland county, Ohio, on April 18, 1836, the daughter of 
Jacob and Elizabeth (Risser) Smith. Ter parents came to Ohio, in 1865, 
buying a fann adjoining the one owned by Mr. Risser. There were five 
children in the Smith family, Mary, Elizabeth, Charlotte, Catherine and 
Jacob, all being deceased, excepting the two last named. To Daniel and 
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Elizabeth Risser were born six children, Julius C., born on lebruary 25, 
1864; Daniel k., born on August 27, 1805, whose sketch is contained else- 
where in this volume; Otto, the subject of this sketch; John J., born on July 
21, 1670; Emma WL.) born on February 25, 1873 ; and, Elizabeth A:, born on 
October 28, 1876. All of these children are living with the exception of 
Ifnima, who died on March 5,. 1893, shortly after her marriage. 

Otto Risser spent his childhood and youth on the paternal estate and 
received his education in the old Michael district school. He continued 
to help his father on the home farm until he was thirty years of age, when 
he was married. He then moved to the Michael farm, which was owned by 
fits” fatlier, and ‘here’ he lived "for abou tour “years. ble returmed.to’ the 
home place, taking charge of it for two years, and the following fall, after 
moving back to the home farm, the subject’s father died on September 15, 
ngo2. Ahout a year ‘and ‘a half Tater Mr Risser moved baekito*the Michael 
farm and has continued to operate this place since that time. The farm 
consists of one hundred and ninety-eight acres of as good land as there is in 
in Putnam county and here Mr. Risser has successfully followed general 
farming pursuits, but also giving considerable attention to live stock, being 
a breeder of Polled-Durham cattle and a feeder of cattle for the market. 
Tn all of his operations he has been actuated by the desire to raise the stand- 
ard of agriculture in his locality and has been largely instrumental in prov- 
ing the worth of advanced methods in his vocation. 

Otto Risser was united in marriage on December 23, 1897, to Ada 
Miller, who was born in Sugar Creek township on March 4, 1870, the daugh- 
ter Of Jacop VW. and Cathenme (best) Miller. both of her parents are 
natives of eastern Ohio, the former born in Pickaway county and the latter 
in Clark county. Mrs. Risser was one of ten children, four sons and six 
daughters, William, deceased; George, Elizabeth, deceased; James, Jane, 
Ada, John, Maggie, deceased; Mary and Allie. To Mr. and Mrs. Risser 
have been born four children, Wilbur, born on July 12, 1900; Raymond, 
born on December 30, 1903; Marguerite, born on October 8, 1906; and 
Leonard, born on April 10, 1912. All of these children are living with the 
exception of Marguerite, who died on July 7, 1907. 

In his political views, Mr. Risser is allied with the Democratic party and 
takes such an interest as every good citizen should in the public atfairs of 
his county, state and nation. His religious membership, as well as that 
of his wife, is with the Christian church, to which he gives a liberal support. 
Tn every phase of life’s activities, material, moral or social, which affect the 
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welfare of the community, Mr. Risser stands for only that which is best 
and, because of lis upright life and splendid character, he has won the hearty 
commendation of all who know him. 


REEVE GATHER MeoMUEHLE, 


Despite the persistence with which our captains of industry undertake 
to maintain that wealth is based on service and that earnings and profit are 
proportionate to service, we all know this contention is based upon an idle 
fallacy. Muimisters of the Gospel, those stately men who bear the cross of 
Christianity to all parts of the world, the spiritual counselors of the church, 
receive little compensation compared to the sacrifice they endure and the 
service they perform. ‘Theirs, however, is the larger compensation for the 
greater service, the compensation which cannot be measured by material 
standards. Among the clergy, who for many years have ministered to the 
spiritual needs of the congregation of St. Michael's Catholic church at Ialida, 
is the Rey. Father M. Muehe, who 1s the best-known and the most dearly- 
beloved man in this conmnunity. 

Zorn on July 5, 1865, in a little village in Bavaria, Germany, Father 
Muehe, at an early age, was sent to the Royal Gymnasium at Dellingen, where 
for several years he was a student in the classical course given by that institu- 
tion. lather Muehe's father was a railway official in Germany. 

lather Muche emigrated to the United States in 1883 and after a course 
of instruction mn the novitiate, and later in the theological seminary of the 
Fathers of the Most Precious Blood at Carthagena, Ohio, he was ordained 
to the holy priesthood by the Most Reverend Llenry Felder, D. D., Archbishop 
of Cincinnati. On St: Patriclk’s\ day, in''188o, ‘he ‘received’ ‘his’ pastorate at 
St. Mary’s church, Ft. Recovery, Ohio, from which place Father Muehe was 
transferred to Germantown, Missouri, where he was stationed for seven 
years. At Germantown he was instrumental in the organization and estab- 
lishment of a parochial school, which remains to today as a tribute to his 
energy, his initiative and his consecration to the holy work to which his life 
has been dedicated. Coming from Germantown, Missouri, to Ohio, he was 
pastor, for some time, of the two parishes of McCartyville and St. Patrick’s 
in Shelby county. During the past twelve years, he has been officiating as 
pastor of St. Michael’s parish at Kalida. Here he also has been instru- 
mental in founding a parochial school, the corner-stone of the present beauti- 
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ful building having been laid on December 8, 1905. The school is now in 
charge of and taught by four Sisters of Providence, and has an enrollment: 
of one hundred and seventy pupils. The parish of St. Michael’s is in a 
flourishing condition, and this is largely due to the untiring effort of Father 
Muehe, a kindly man of tender and sympathetic impulses, born to the loving 
work to which he is engaged. Under his care, St. Michael's parish promises 
to become one of the leading and most prosperous congregations in Putnam 
county. : 

Aside from the noble spirit in which his pastorial duties are performed,. 
‘ather Muehe is an able preacher and eloquent speaker, and a man to whonr 
his people naturally turn for counsel and guidance in all spiritual matters. 


EDWARD KERNER. 


Among the ambitious young farmers of Union township, Putnam county, 
few are better known or more popular than [edward Kerner, a member of 
one of the oldest and most influential families of that part of the county, and 
it gives the biographer pleasure to present on this page a brief outline of the 
salient points of his life. On another page of this work the genealogy of the 
Kerner family is set out at some length in the biography relating to Mr. Ker- 
ner’s father, Joseph Kerner, of Greensburg township, this county, and that 
detail will be omitted from this sketch as being an unnecessary repetition. 
lor the purpose of this immediate biography, it is sufficient to say that Ed- 
ward Kerner was born in Greensburg township, Putnam county, Ohio, on 
November 3, 1889, the son of Joseph and Mary (Schaefer) Werner, promi- 
nent residents of that neighborhood. 

Edward Kerner was reared on the paternal farm and received his educa- 
tion in the schools of Greensburg township, remaining there until his mar- 
riage in 1912, at which time he moved to an eighty-acre farm in Union town- 
ship, which was set over to him by his father, the same having been a part of 
the latter’s extensive land holdings in this county. Young Mr. Kerner is 
alert and active, fully alive to the improved methods of farming and the 
energy which he-has displayed in establishing his home, presages excellent 
things for him in the future, industry being sure to secure its own reward. 

On September 11, 1912, [Sdward Kerner was united in marriage to 
Anna Rieman, the daughter of Tgnatius and Mary (Marmon) Rieman, both 
of whom are natives of Putnam county and who for many years lived on 
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the farm in Ottawa township in which Mrs. Kerner was born, this farm 
having been originally entered from the government by Mr. Rieman’s grand- 
father at a very early day in the settlement of that portion of the county. 
Ignatius Rieman died on September 1, 1904. He was one of six children of 
his parents, the others being rank, John, Henry, Anna and Bernadina. Mrs. 
Kerner’s maternal grandparents, John and Gertrude (Verhoff) Marmon, are 
still living at an advanced age on the farm in Greensburg township, which for 
many years has heen their home. To them were born nine children, I*rank, 
John, William, Christian, Charles, Joseph, Anna, Theresa and Catherine. 

To Ignatius and Mary (Marmon) Reiman were born nine children, 
Mary, August, Clara, John, Anna, Caroline, Louis, Theresa and Laurence. 
August married Anna Roof and lives in the town of Leipsic. this county, and 
Mary. who married Benjamin Duling, is deceased, as is also Clara. 

To Edward and Anna (Rieman) Kerner there has been born one child, 
a daughter, Marcella Mary, on October 3, 1914, a charming little one, who 
is the delight of the lives of the devoted young parents. 

Edward Kerner and wife are getting a good start in life and are very 
popular in their neighborhood. Mr. Kerner 1s a good farmer, having an 
excellent grasp on the essential requirements of his arduous and exacting 
vocation and his success seems assured. His wife is a natural home-maker 
and as a consequence they have a delightful home, one of the pleasantest in 
the neighborhood, where their friends always are sure of open-handed hos- 
pitality and a warm welcome. 


JOH NeG.wKAPPAUF: 


There is, perhaps, no record in this volume which more clearly demon- 
strates the force of industry and honesty in the affairs of life than does the 
life history of John G. Kappauf, a well-known farmer of Palmer township. 
Almost every civilized country on the face of the globe has sent representa- 
tives to the state of Ohio, but there is no more important or valued element 
In our citizenship than that which has come from Germany. John G. 
Kappauf is the son of a well-known German farmer, of Putnam county, who 
came to this country and became a successful man. Although he is now 
past eighty-nine years of age, he is still active. 

John G. Iwappaul was born on November 2, 1875, in Palmer township, 
Putnam county, Ohio. tle is the son’of John, Sr., and Dora (aber) 
Nappaut. John Wappaul, Sr. was born at Gross-Breidenbach, Germany, 
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and was educated in his native land. He came overland trom New York 
city to Pennsylvania, and from Pennsylvania to Leipsic, Ohio. He was 
twenty-six years of age when he came to this country. Ile was a teamster 
in his native land and his parents were farmers. Ile was reared on a farm. 
He spent a few years in Leipsic and then moved to the Sam Muller farm in 
Liberty township, Putnam county, where he farmed. Tle rented this farm 
for some time and, on March 27, 1870, moved to a farm of eighty acres in 
Palmer township, which he purchased. By hard work and diligent efforts 
on the part of himself and wife, they put the farm in good condition and 
later added forty acres to the original eighty. They erected all the buildings, 
including a residence and barn, and followed general farming. John 
Kappauf, Sr., retired from active farming about 1890, but he still retained 
lis residence and turned his farm over to his son and daughter, who now 
operate it... John Kappauf,' Sr., was drafted during the Civil War, but on 
account of a stiff finger on his right hand, he was rejected. Tle was born on 
January 6, 1826, and is now. eighty-nine years of age. [lis wife was born 
in, Wittenburg, Germany, and came with her parents to America. She died 
on Itebruary! 22; 1914, at the age of seventy-six years. She was a devout 
member of the German Lutheran church. ler husband is also a member of 
this church. He is a Democrat, but never held office. Tle is not a member 
of any lodge. John WKappaut, Sr., and wite were the parents of six children, 
irs; William) McDonald,“ or Liberty’ township; Joseph, of LaSalle,.. New 
Mork INatherine, decéased’ Mord, Toh aid Anna, all at home. 

Dora Nappaul was educated in the common schools of Palmer town- 
ship, Putnam county. She keeps house on the old home place and has never 
married, preferrme to‘assist in the care of her father and the farm, which 
place has been divided between her and John, each holding half interest. 
John G. IKappauf is an able farmer. They are members of the Germany 
Lutheran church at [tlm Center, in Liberty township. 

John G. Kappauf and his sister follow general farming. The family 
have a Ingh reputation im their community for intelligence, industry and 
gemal manners, are careful farmers and have a fine farm which is always 
kept in good condition. Their father was one of the pioneers of Putnam 
county and also of Palmer township. During his day and generation, there 
have been nrany changes made im this section of the state and the Nappaut 
Family has had a large part in these changes and in these improvements. 
John G. Nappaut has never married. Tle is a Democrat in politics, but has 
never held office, preferring to devote his entire time to the cultivation of his 
farm and dis personal business mterests. 
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TOMNabISCIBA Ch, 


John VFischback, a successful farmer of Jackson township, Vutnam 
county, Ohio, 1s a son of native-born German parents, who had much to do 
with the pioneer historv of Jackson township. John Fischback’s parents, 
Thomas and Mary (Neis) Iischback, came to America about 1859. At the 
time they settled on a tract of forty acres in section 20 of this township, the 
land, was a complete wilderness, and Thomas [Tischback cut away enough 
timber to obtain room to erect a log house and barn. He. partially cleared 
the place and farmed here until his death in 1865. “Thomas and Mary ( Neis) 
Iischback suffered all the privations of pioneer life. He was always a hard 
worker, and by dint of untiring industry and patient perseverance brought 
his farm to a high state of cultivation. Vhomas [*ischback and wife were 
both born in Luxemburg, Germany, while Mrs. lishback’s parents were also 
native born Germans, and hoth «hed in their native land. Thomas Fisch- 
hack’s mother died in this country about 1876, She had come to the United 
States alone after the death of her husband and lived among her children for 
several years. At the tame of her death, John Iischback was about sixteen 
years of age and John had three uncles and two aunts, brothers and sisters of 
his father) he,“ himself, beme one of four children, the others beme Lots, 
William, Mrs. Catherine Lauf, of Jennings township, Putnam county, Ohio. 

John lischback was born on October 20, 1860, in Jackson township, on 
the original homestead farm which his father had settled when he first came 
to this country. This farm is across the road from where he now lives. 
[le grew up on the home tarm and was educated in the public schools of his 
home township, and assisted his father on the farm until his marriage, June 
7, 1890. Mr. Fischback’s. wife, before her marriage, was Mary Nichols, a 
native of Germany, the daughter of Jacob and Helen (Nets) Nichols. 

Mrs. Fischback’s parents were both natives of Germany and lived and 
died in thetr native land?) Mrs!*I*selaback, herself, came to America with 
several other families who settled in Jackson township, Putnam county, Ohio. 
She remained here until her marriage, and, in fact, this has been her home 
ever since coming to America. Mrs. Fischback was one of a family of nine 
children, two sons and seven daughters, John Veter, John, Anna, Katherine, 
Theresa, Mary, Anna, Katherine, Susan and Mary Ann. 

John lischback remaimed on the home farm of forty acres, which his 
father had owned after his marriage, and operated this land until he was 
able to purchase sixty acres just across the road in the same section as the 
original forty. Mr. Tischback and his family moved to this farm in the 
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fall of 1909. In the meantime Mr. [*ischback has erected several buildings 
upon the farm, has remodeled the residence, put up many rods of fencing, 
ditched and tiled the land, and in many ways inproved the appearance of the 
farm, as well as enhanced the value of the land. Mr. lischback now owns 
the original homestead farm of forty acres in addition to the sixty acres 
which he later purchased. 

John and Mary (Nichols) Fischback are the parents of six children. 
Two sons, Joseph and Henry, died in infancy. The living children are: 
Katherine, Peter, Henry and Alphonse. 

John Vischback is a genteel German farmer, and is possessed of the pre- 
dominant national trait of the German people. He is naturally thrifty and 
prosperous, and keeps his farm and belongings in a well-regulated and _ pro- 
pressive manner. Mr. Fischback keeps a high grade of live stock, and to the 
stranger, his farm bears evidence of the skill of its owner and his native 
interest in his life’s vocation. 

The family are all devout members of St. Mary’s Catholic church at 
Ottoville. Mr. Iischback 1s identified with the Democratic party, but has 
never been a candidate for office, and in fact, has never cared to hold office. 
Nevertheless, he is well respected in the community where he lives, as is also 


his entire family. 


THEODORE, NOIROT. 


Putnam county, Ohio, has reason to take pride in the personnel of her 
farmers and business men, one of whom, Theodore Noirot, is well knewn 
throughout the county, not only as a successful farmer, but as the field man- 
ager for the Continental Sugar Beet Company. There is a rather full 
measure of satisfaction in presenting even a brief resume of Mr. Noirot’s 
life and achievements. Some time ago, however, Mr. Noirot rented out his 
farm in Palmer township and has lived more or less retired since, in Muller 
City, Ohio. 

Theodore Noirot was born on July 5, 1875, in Palmer township, Putnam 
county, Ohio. He is the son of Celestian and Victoria Noirot. Celestian 
Noirot was born in the village of Boncourt, I'rance, August 10, 1835, and 
came to America with his parents, Francis and Irancois (Raclot) Noirot, 
who were also natives of the village of Boncourt, france and who settled in 
Hancock county, Ohio, on a farm. They were here for a time, and later 
moved to Putnam county, Ohio, in 1862. They settled on forty acres of 
land, in Palmer township, at a time when the land was heavily timbered and 
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in a swampy condition. Celestian Noirot was reared a farmer and came 
with his parents to Putnam county, Ohio, and farmed in a general way all 
of his hfe. Ile also learned the plasterer’s trade in Hancock county and 
followed this, along with farming. Later, he followed this trade in Putnam 
county and worked on many buildings. His forty acres in Palmer township 
was increased to more than two hundred acres. Celestian Noirot worked at 
his trade at I-indlay, Ohio, during which time he walked from his farm, in 
Palmer township, to Findlay and back again. Celestian Noirot was married 
in Findlay, Ohio, but later moved to Putnam county. He and his wife had 
eight children, Joseph, Celestian and Victoria, all deceased; Mrs. Helen 
Kerns; of Miller City; Celestian, Jr., who lives in Palmer township; George, 
who lives in Canada; Mrs. Emma Royal, who lives in Dekalb county, Indi- 
ana, and Theodore, the subject of this sketch. Celestian Noirot has held no 
offices except that of township supervisor and school director. He is not 
‘a member of any lodge. In politics, he is a Democrat. He is a member 
of St. Nicholas’s Catholic church at Miller City, and is still living with his 
son, CeleStian,’ Jr, He has retired, from active farming. He is a manyof 
good reputation and has done much for his children. He has been a hard 
worker, gone through many sorrows, and has also been blessed with much 
happiness. Celestian Noirot is now past eighty years of age. His wife, 
who was born in Alsace, France, came to America with her mother who 
became sick on board the vessel and died five days after landing in this 
country. Mrs. Celestian Noirot came to I*indlay, Ohio, with her brother, 
George, and others. She stayed in Findlay for some time and, after her 
marriage, moved to Putnam county, Ohio, with her husband. She was born 
on August 15, 1841, and died on August 17, 1907, at the age of seventy-four 
years and one day. She was a good woman and an excellent mother. She 
was a devout member of St. Nicholas’s Catholic church, at Miller City. 

Theodore Noirot grew up on the home place and was educated in the 
township district schools of Palmer township. Ele was reared a farmer and 
has been active since early youth. He is an excellent farmer and, after leav- 
ing home, he purchased eighty acres of good land in section 15, of Palmer 
township, and farmed this until recently, when he rented it and moved to 
Miller City at which time Mr. Noirot retired from. active farming. He 
erected all of the buildings on his farm and otherwise improved it. On 
January Tt, 1915, Mr. Noirot accepted a position as field manager of the 
continental Sugar Beet Company, of Findlay, Ohio. He is now active in 
this work: 

Theodore Noirot was the father of seven children, Joseph, born on Janu- 
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ary 25, 18y0; Harvey, August 15, 1898; Albert, October, 1899; Ethel, April 
12, 1901; Russell, October 13, 1902; Chester, April 5, 1904; and Viola, 
January 26, 1906. All of these children are living with their father at his 
residence in Miller City. 

Theodore Noirot was constable of Palmer township and Miller City for 
five years and gave efficient service. He is well liked, is a congenial man and 
a good “mixer.” He is not a member of any lodge but is a Democrat in 
politics and active in the councils of his party. Tle 1s a member of the St. 
Nicholas’s Catholic church at Miller City. 


JOHN SEIMET. 


One of the best known farmers, business men and stock breeders, of 
the present generation in Putnam county, Ohio, is John Seimet, of Palmer 
township. Mr. Seimet is a man of strong and active sympathy, his tempera- 
ment warm and ardent, his feelings deep and intense. “These qualities have 
attracted to him an unusual number of devoted friends upon whom, under 
all circumstances, he can rely. Tle is a close student of human nature and 
has comprehended with little effort, the purposes and motives of men. Te is 
a lover of truth and sincerity. John Seimet is a manly man and influential 
in the circles in which he has moved. Of sound character and untlageging 
industry, he stands as a conspicuous example of symmetrically-developed 
American manhood. THis position, as one of the community's representative 
citizens, Is universally conceded. 

John Seimet was born on March 31, 1862, on a farm near Delphos, 
Ohio. Heis the son of Nicholas and Elizabeth (Moreo) Seimet. Nicholas 
Semnet was born in the duchy of Luxemburg, Germany, and his wife, [liza- 
beth, was born in Byre, Germany. Nicholas Seimet came to America, at the 
age of eighteen years, alone. Ile learned the tailor’s trade in Germany and 
was educated there. Ile had relatives near Delphos, Ohio, and came to the 
home of lus brother-in-law, Adam Sharke. Tle engaged in farming upon 
his arrival in Putnam county and spent two seasons in Hlinois farming and 
was married on January 24, 1861, to Ehzabeth Moreo. After his marriage, he 
moved to a farm near Delphos, Ohio, where he farmed for two years. He 
then took a position as a boatman on the canal where he worked for some 
time. Later, he moved to Henry county, Olio, and farmed forty acres. Tle 


sold this. farm and bought eighty acres in Tlenry county. Later, he sold this 
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farm, about 1903, and moved to Leipsic, Ohio, where he had bought a house 
and lot. Ile spent two years in Leipsic but, his wite, preferring the farm, he 
again moved to a farm of one hundred and sixteen acres, in Van Buren town- 
ship, which he had previously purchased. Ile lived here unul tgi2, when 
he again sold the farm and moved to Leipsic, where he now lives retired. 

His wife, Elizabeth Moreo, came to America, with her parents, at the 
age of four years. They settled at New Riegel, Seneca county, Ohio. She 
was educated here where she lived until her marriage to Nicholas Seimet. 
Nicholas and Elizabeth Seimet were members of medium-sized families. 
Nicholas was one of three children: John, born in Germany, who died near 
Delphos, Ohio; Mrs. John Sharke, in Germany, came to America before her 
brother, Nicholas; and Nicholas, the subject of this sketch. Elizabeth Moreo 
was one of six children, the others being Lawrence, Andrew, Anna, Barbara 
and Julia. | 

To Nicholas and Elizabeth Seimet seven children were born, John, An- 
drew, Mary, Helena,, Lawrence, Joseph; George,and .\William,.. Joseph, and 
George are deceased. . Nicholas, andl [¢hzabeth Seimet are niembers!.at the 
St. Marys Catholic church, at Leipsic,..Ohio.;,.Chey.celebrated their golden 
wedding anniversary on January 24, 1911, which was attended by thirty-six 
children and grandchildren. 

John Senet was. educated at Adrian, Ohio, and during his early life 
was employed as an engineer. Fle was married cn September 12, 1885, to 
Josephine, Gustwules, sho died, on , December, 16; 088707),Aviter her xdeath, 
John Seimet married Mary Flerbrock, a daughter of Theodore and Anna 
Johannah PHerbrock. Vheodore Ilerbrock was born in Germany and when 
but eight years of age, came to this country with lis parents, who settled on 
a farm near Glandorf, which they, later sold. ,. hey,.then, moved to.a farm 
in Liberty township, where the parents spent the remainder of their lives. 
Theodore [llerbrock was one of the following children of his parents: 
Theodore, Barney, William, lerdinand, hizabeth and Catherine. Theodore 
I Merbrock grew to manhood in- Putnam county and on August 20, 1856, 
was married to Anna Johannah Kecker, who was born in Glandorf, Putnam 
county. 

Anna Johannah Recker was one of a family of eight children of her 
parents, the others being Henry, Mary, Clara, Elizabeth, Catherine, Theresa 
and Anna. 

After their marriage, Theodore and Anha J. (Recker) [lMerbrock con- 
tinued to live in Putnam county. To them were born seven children, Mary, 
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wife of John Seimet; Barney; William; Ferdinand; Henry; Theodore and 
Katherine. Theodore Itlerbrock and wife celebrated their golden jubilee 
on August 20, 1907, which was attended by forty children and grandchil- 
dren. Vheodore Ellerbrock and wife are now both deceased. During their 
lifetime they were held in the highest esteem by all who knew them. 

— After his marriage Mr. Seimet moved to a farm in Henry county, Ohio, 
where he lived for one year. Selling out here, they moved to Wood county, 
Ohio, where he worked in the oil fields, also engaging in farming. They 
spent two years here and then came to Putnam county, Ohio, where he pur- 
‘chased forty ‘acres, in section 15 in Palmer township. He cleared and 
‘drained this land and made many other improvements. later, Mr. Seinet 
bought twenty acres in section 15 and later traded the entire sixty acres for 
forty-seven acres where he now lives. On March 1, 1912, he bought an ad- 
ditional twenty acres in section 22, about three miles northwest of his present 
farm. He erected a house and barn and farmed this forty-seven acres for 
four years and then rented the farm. He 1s now engaged in the horse busi- 
ness. He started in a modest way about ten years ago, at that time having 
been a member of a company which owned a splendid Percheron horse. He 
later bought a Belgian horse and engaged in the business for himself. At 
this time, he owns both Belgian and Percheron thoroughbred horses and has 
an enviable reputation in the breeding business throughout this community. 

John and Mary (Ellerbrock) Seimet have had two children, Lavinia 
Johannah, born on June 14, 1894, and Irene Elizabeth, on May 11, 1897. 
Lavinia Johannah married \William Doepker and has one child, Karl Frank- 
lin, born on April 11, 914. Irene [Elizabeth 1s at home. She belongs to the 
St. Agnes Altar Society. Both daughters were educated in the Palmer town- 
ship schools, both having graduated from the Mill City high school. The 
elder daughter taught school one year. 

Mr. Seimet was a well contractor before his first marriage, he having 
engaged in the erection of wind pumps for some time. He is an expert at 
this business. “Mr. Seimet is not a member of any lodge. He is a Democrat, 
is chairman of the Democratic party at Miller City, was a member of the 
school board for a number of years and, in fact, is still active. He also 
served as constable for seven vears. John Seimet and family are members 
of St. Nicholas’s Catholic church at Miller City. Mrs. Seimet is a mem- 
ber of the Mothers’ Society of the church. John Seimet is a genial, unas- 
suming man of good habits, well known and well liked. He is a prosperous 
and good farmer, a good judge of stock, especially of horses. Mr. Seimet 
is now treasurer of the Mutual Telephone Company of Miller City. 
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Among the worthy citizens of Continental, Putnam county, Ohio, who. 
have impressed their personality upon this town and county, is Arthur L. 
Pollard, D. V. S., for many years a successful school teacher in Ohio, but 
since I9QI4, a practicing ‘veterinarian in Continental. Doctor Pollard 1s a 
man of upright principles and interested in the advancement of the com- 
munity where he has established himself, and where he has already built up 
a large and lucrative practice in his profession. After spending many 
years as a teacher in the schools of Ohio, Doctor Pollard acquired a splendid 
education for the profession in which he is now engaged. He has the con- 
fidence of the people of his community, both as a professional man and as 
a citizen. 

Arthur L. Pollard, the subject, was born on March 6, 1885, near Six 
Points, in Wood county, Ohio. He 1s the son of Adam Lowry and Han- 
nah (Brand) Pollard. Adam Lowry Pollard was born on May 3, 1855, in 
Seneca, Pennsylvania, and is the son of Abner and Anna (Wymer) Pollard. 
Abner and Anna (Wymer) Pollard were both natives of Pennsylvania, the 
former the son of an Itnglishman. Adam Lowry Pollard grew up in Seneca 
county, Pennsylvania, and came to Ohio in 1862, when seven years old. 
During the last thirty-five years, he has lived in Wood county, Ohio. He 
was married twice, first to Abbie Parmerter, a widow, who died in Wood 
county, Ohio. In 1884, Adam Pollard married again. No children were: 
born by the first marriage. Adam Pollard now owns one hundred and five 
acres. lor more than thirty years he ran a store at Six Points, Ohio, but 
retired from this husiness in 1914. By Mr. Pollard’s second marriage, nine 
children were born, eight of whom are still living. Dr. Arthur L. was the 
eldest; Mrs. Lucy Chambers lives near North Rochester, in Freedom town- 
ship, Wood county, Ohio; Luther died at the age of five months; Charles 
Raymond was the fourth child; Mrs. Bessie Zeigler lives in Portage town- 
ship, Wood county; Mrs. Zella Bateson lives in Portage, Wood county. 
Tressie, George and Theodore, the seventh, eighth and ninth children, are all 
at home. Mrs. Hannah (Brand) Pollard was a native of Pennsylvania, who 
was born in 1858, from whence she moved with her parents, at the age of 
five years, to Seneca county, Ohio, near Bettsville. Tater, they moved to 
Wood county, where she grew up, and where her father died. She was the 
daughter of Michael and Hannah (Bachman) Brand. 


Arthur 7. Pollard grew up in’ Wood county, Ohio. lle was edu- 
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cated in the township schools and lived at home until eighteen years of age, 
when he went to Jersey City, Ohio, and was there graduated from the high 
school with the class of 1904. He taught school for seven years im various 
places in the county, taking summer work in Lima and Oxford. He entered 
the Veterinary College at Grand Rapids, Michigan, in 1911, and spent two 
years here, and, subsequently, went to the Chicago Veterinary College and 
was graduated in the class of 1914, after which he came to Continental, 
Ohio, and..purchased the veterinarian practice of, James. W. Dellenger, 
D. VS. He is now actively engaged in the practice of his profession, and 
has a large business. 

Doctor Pollard was married on February 19, 1910, to ‘loss May Bow- 
man, who was born on June 15, 1888, in Wood county, Olno, and who is 
the daughter of John and Elizabeth (Wolfe) Bowman, the former of whom 
was born in 184t, and died in 1891, and the latter of whom was born in 
i851, and who ts still living in western Olio, in Wood county. 

John Bowman migrated to Ohio early in life and, for a time, lived in 
Putnam county. He was a farmer near Miller City, Palmer township. THe 
later sold this farm and moved to Wood county, Ohio, in 1887, where he 
spent his remaining days on a farm. He was a veteran of the Civil War. 
He and his wife were the parents of nine children; Mrs. Nellie Wade, of 
Leipsic, Ohio; one who died in infancy; Mrs. Ida Morris, deceased; \William, 
who died in infancy; Shadrack was recorder of Wood county for six years, 
after having taught school for seven years, 1s an attorney of Bowling Green, 
Ohio; John, now deceased, and who also taught school for seven years, 
being at the time of his death the superintendent of the Middleton township 
schools, and a stanch Republican; Mrs. Myrtle Burson, who lives at Tekoa, 
Washington, her husband being J. P. Burson, an attorney; Mrs. Grace Ladd, 
who lives at Detroit, Michigan; and Iloss, the wife of Doctor Pollard. 

Arthur L. and Ilossie May (Bowman) Pollard have two children, Helen, 
born on June ro, 1911, and Robert, born on May 5, 1913. 

Doctor Pollard’s father was a member of the Maccabees for many 
years, and an ardent Republican. TTe also served on the school board for 
twenty years, and at present is a member of the township board. Doctor 
Pollard’s paternal grandfather was a veteran of the Mexican War, and is 
one of the four last survivors in Wood county. 

Doctor Pollard is a Republican. Mrs. Pollard is a member of the 
Methodist church. Doctor Pollard is a skillful veterinarian and enjoys a 
lucrative practice. Ile is well liked as an energetic and successful young 
man and is bound to make his mark in the world. 
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One of the best known young business men of Miller City, Putnam 
county, Ohio, is Mathias Konst, a hquor merchant of this city. Mr. Nonst 
is a self-made man in every respect, and his financial success is an example 
of what may be accomplished by hard and conscientious work and strict at- 
tention to duty. 

Mathias Konst was born at I¢lm Center, Putnam county, Ohio, on July 
18, 1887. He is the son of Lucas and Caroline (Burkhart) Konst. Lucas 
Konst was born in Holland and came, with his parents when six vears of 
ace, to-‘America.” “His parents, svith their children, John, Katherine and 
Lucas, on coming from Holland, landed in Cincinnati, Ohio. Here Mathias 
Konst’s father, Lucas Konst, was educated and learned the carpenter's trade, 
and, when a young man, he came with his father and fanuly to New Cleve- 
land: Putnam county, Ohio; setting on a tarny of ‘eighty acres. ~ Of: the 
children, John died, Katherine married Mathias Otto and lives at New Cleve- 
land. After coming to New Cleveland, Lucas Konst’s. father worked at his 
trade. After his marriage, Lucas Nonst began farming on the John Beck 
place. Jater, he purchased a farm-of forty-seven acres,| at. IXlm Center, 
Liberty township, Putnam county, where he farmed for a number of years, 
or until r9o10. He then moved to Ottawa and retired. He died in Ottawa 
on January 8, 1913. His widow survives him and lives in Ottawa. Lucas 
and Caroline (Burkhart) Itonst were the parents of ten children, I*rank, 
Charles, John, Joseph, Louis, Thomas, Martha, Rudolph, William and 
Mathias, the subject of this sketch. [frank NKonst married Anna Yenner and 
they live at Continental; Charles was married first to Mary Burlager; she 
died and he was again married to Caroline Yenner. His second wife died 
and he now lives at Hicksville, Ohio. John married Catherine Krouse and 
lives at Leipsic, Ohio. Joseph married Zine Riggs and they live at Ottawa. 
Louis married Inez Kiefer and they live at Miller City. Thomas married 
imma Laird, and they live at Toledo, Ohio; Martha married William [lam- 
mond and lives at Sherwood, Ohio: Rudolph married Gertrude Ault, and 
they live at Ottawa; William is married and lives at San Diego, California. 

Mathias Konst was educated in the township schools of Liberty town- 
ship, Putnam county, Ohio, and spent his hoyhood days on his father’s farm 
at Itlm Center. After leaving school he learned the barber’s trade, and 
worked at this trade in Continental for five years, and then engaged in the 
liquor business. Tle was there in this business for four months and then 
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came to Miller City, Ohio, where he entered the business with his brother 
Louis as partner. “Phey also operate a cafe, and both are still active. 

Mathias Konst was married on April 19, 1910, to Jennie Klass, a daugh- 
ter of Joseph and Anna (Steffen) Klass, both natives of Liberty township, 
Putnam county, Ohio. Joseph Nlass is a farmer ‘and had a family of five 
children, Jennie, \Walter, Oliver, Albert and Ilorence, all of whom are living. 

To Mathias and Jennie (Klass) Konst four children have been born, 
as follow: Gladys, Edith, Alton and Berneda. 

Mathias Konst is the treasurer of Miller City. Throughout his life he 
has been an active Democrat. He is not a member of any lodges. Mathias 
IKonst, wife and family are members of St. Nicholas’s Catholic church at 
Miller City. Mrs. wonst 1s a member of the Mother’s Society of the Catholic 
church. They are well known in this section of Putnam county and are 
highly respected citizens. 


WILLIAM WILSON FRANTZ. 


What a wonderful heritage a man gives his children in passing fronr 
this life when he leaves behind him a knowledge of an active life well spent, 
and evidences of the good he has accomplished for his age and community. 
To be considered the foremost man of his county in his day, and the leader 
in all things pertaining to the welfare of the community, does not fall to the 
lot of many men, and only those who are truly great in heart and mind, of 
indomitable energy and unfailing optimism, are capable of winning the trust 
and confidence which places them in the leadership in matters of public good, 
especially in a new section. The late William Wilson I*rantz, a well-known 
farmer of Putnam county, Ohio, was a man who belonged to this class of 
citizens. 

Wilham Wilson ‘Frantz was born on September 27, 1849, in Blanchard 
township, Putnam county, Ohio. He was the son of Simon [Edward and 
Martha Jane (Patrick) Frantz. 

Sinon [edward I*rantz, who was the son of Daniel and Sarah lrantz, 
was born in Northumberland county, Pennsylvania, in 1820, and, with his 
two brothers, William and Daniel, came to Putnam county in 1834, settling 
just west and south of Gilboa. [ach brother entered one hundred and sixty 
acres of land from the government, Simon’s farm adjoining the town of 
Gilboa on the west, who died on September 17, 1858. Tle was married 


twice, the first time to Mary Conkley, by whom he had four children, two. 
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of whom died in infancy; James and Sarah lived to maturity. He was mar- 
ried a second time to Martha Jane Patrick, who was the daughter of Wilham 
Patrick and wife, early settlers in Putnam county, whose residence here 
dates from the year 1834. By his second marriage Simon E. Frantz was 
William Wilson, Daniel, Martha and Ellen, all 





the father of four children 
of whom are deceased. 

William Wilson l‘rantz grew up in Blanchard township, where he re- 
ceived his early education from the common schools. He remained on the 
home farm until he was about eighteen or nineteen years of age. Fis father 
died when he was about nine years old, and his mother was married again 
to M. J. Olds, to which union four children were born—Jane, Thomas, Alice 
and Martha Ellen, who died in infancy. 

At the age of eighteen or nineteen years William Wilson lrantz rented 
the farm owned by his uncle, William, which was located southwest of 
Gilboa. He farmed this place for several years after his marriage, when he 
bought of the heirs of lis father’s estate, the old homestead, just west of 
Gilboa. He continued to farm this place, until he retired in 1896. He died 
October 9, 1808. . 

William Wilson Irantz was married at the age of twenty-three on 
April 16, 1873, to Mary I. Hoskinson, the daughter of Alpha Robert and 
Elizabeth (Acord) Hoskinson. Mrs. I'rantz was born in this township on 
March 6, 1851. Her parents settled in Putnam county in 1839: Her father 
was a native of Virginia, and came to Muskingum county, Ohio, in an early 
day. His wife was a native of Muskingum county. 

To Mr. and Mrs. William Wilson Frantz ten children were born—Wil- 
liam P., Robert Ross, Lillyhjaney Zella,;May, Zoa; I’va, Tony, Clyde, Nettte 
and Grover W. Walliam P., born August 20, 1874, married Stella A. Maid- 
low and has had eight children, two of whom died in infancy. He is now 
the superintendent of the Putnam county infirmary, and is a well-known and 
popular citizen. Robert Ross, born on November 18, 1875, married Frieda 
3rown and has three children. He is a farmer and lives in Hillsdale county, 
Michigan. Lilly Jane, born on November 30, 1877, married John Maidlow 
and has had three children, of whom one is deceased. Her husband is super- 
intendent of the state serum farm at Columbus, Ohio; Zella May, born on 
August 4, 1879, married Reno Krohn and has one child. Her husband is a 
prosperous stock buyer of Pandora; Zoa, born on January 29, 1881, is un- 
married and lives at home. She is a teacher in the schools of Columbus 
Grove, where she has been very successful in her chosen profession: va, 
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born on October 15, 1883, married Julian Kempf and has one child. Mr. 
Kempf is interested in the Pandora Milling Company, and ts a self-made and 
successful business man; Vony, born on April 8, 1884, married Zella Steele 
and has one child. He is in business at Pandora; Clyde, born on July to, 
1885, is unmarried; Nettie, born on January 14, 1887, 1s stenographer for 
the Ohio state agricultural commission; Grover W., born on September 7, 
1889, is also unmarried. Clyde and Grover W. are two of Gilboa’s most 
progressive and popular merchants. Their store reflects the character and 
enterprse of the men back of it. It is one of the most up-to-date stores in 
Putnam county, and one of which the community has reason to be justly 
proud. Clyde is a member of the Independent Order of Odd rellows at 
Gilboa. Tle and his brother, Grover W., are both members of the Free and 
Accepted Masons at Ottawa. 

Thus it appears that William Wilson Frantz, who reared a large 
family, now successful citizens in many different vocations, has done more 
for his state and for the county where he lives than he could possibly have 
done in any other way. No work is greater and no success more admirable 
than that of leaving sons and daughters, who are guided by industrious 
habits, worthy ambitions and high ideals. Of such success William Wilson 
Frantz and his-wife have had a large measure. 


BENRY &. NARTKER, 


To obtain a worthy citizenship and achieve a career that is always 
honored and respected even from childhood, deserves more than mere men- 
tion. One may take his place in public life through some vigorous stroke of 
public policy and even abide in the hearts of his friends and neighbors, but 
gradually to rise to the same position, winning through sterling worth and 
faithfulness to trust, rather than by craving for exaltation and popularity, is 
worthy the highest praise and commendation. Such a man is Henry B. 
Nartker, one of the most prominent and influential farmers of Greensburg 
township, Putnam county, Ohio. 

Henry B. Nartker was born on February 7, 1864, at Glandorf, Putnam 
county, Ohio. Tle is a son of Tlenry and Theresa (Vorterlandwer) Nartker, 
the former of whom was born in Glandorf, Tlanover, Germany, on Decem- 
ber 1, 1836, and who died on March 21, too, at the age of seventy-two 


years. 
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Henry Nartker, Sr., was ten years old when he came to America with 
his parents, Theodore Nartker and wife, who settled about two miles west 
of where St. John’s Catholic church at Glandorf, is now situated. ‘The county 
was new in those times, and only a small part of the land was cleared. There, 
Henry Nartker, Sr., grew to maturity and married Theresa Vorterlandwer, 
who was born in Ottawa township, Putnam county, and who was a daughter 
of Herman Vorterlandwer. Herman Vorterlandwer came from Germany 
and was an early settler near Ottawa. 

After his marriage, Henry Nartker, Sr., moved to the northwest edge 
of Glandorf. He worked at all kinds of work and did anything which was 
honorable to earn money. By extraordinary diligence he secured a good 
start in life, although he started in an humble way. [n time he owned more 
than two hundred acres of land. He and his wite were the parents of eleven 
eluldren, ten of whom grew to maturity. Of these ten, two died later, Mrs. 
Minme Horstman and Wilham., Vhe eight living children are Henry B., Mrs. 
Bernadina Winkleman, Mrs. Mary Wischmeyer, Mrs. Annie Schroeder, 
rank, \ugust, Mrs. imma>Maas and Mrs. Lena lfortman. The mother of 
these children is still living west of Glandorf. 

Henry B. Nartker grew up on the home farm and was his father’s 
main assistance in clearing the land. Ele learned to use an ax and a cross- 
cut saw very effectively. He took up his abode on the farm where he now 
lives in section 1, Greensburg township, about 1892, and here he lived alone 
for about two years, while he cleared the land and operated the farm. At 
the end of that time he was married and has since made this farm his home. 

Mr. Nartker was married in 1894 to Bertha Roepke, who was born in 
Steinfeldt, Oldenburg, Germany, in 1872. She grew to womanhood in her 
Native country and, in 1891, came to the United States. She first went to 
Covington, Kentucky, and after about a year’s residence in that city, was 
joined by her parents, Henry and Mary (Honkomp) Roepke. The family 
moved to near Kalida, Putnam county, Ohio, about 1893, and were farmers 
there. They now live on a farm between Glandorf and Columbus Grove. 

Henry Nartker and wife are the parents of eight children, Alfred, 
Harry, George, Rudolph, Emma, Ralph, [lildegarde and Gilbert. The Nart- 
ker family are all devout members of the Catholic church at Miller City and 
take an active interest in the affairs of this parish. 

Henry B. Nartker is now the owner of about one hundred and eighteen 
acres of fine farming land, on which he has good barns and other outbuild- 
ings, as well as a comfortable house, and, in fact, his farm is well kept and 
cultivated, and he is among the representative and substantial farmers of his 
neighborhood. 
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Henry Nartker well remembers his childhood when his grandparents told 
him the story of their lives in a log cabin with no floor, a chimney made of 
sticks and plastered with mud, a grease lamp for light, and when they all 
stayed at home and worked and saved until they secured a good start in life. 
When H. B. Nartker was a young man he started hfe in a log cabin, and he 
and his young wife were happy with the tasks and ambitions ahead of them. 
His land was purchased for about one-fourth of what it is now worth. He has 
achieved some of his ambitions and few men are more widely acquainted and 
more favorably known than Mr. Nartker. Ile was township trustee for five 
years, his term of four years having been extended one year by the Legisla- 
ture. He is a good citizen, a kind father, and a loving husband, and more 
than that, he is a substantial, enterprising citizen in Greensburg township, 
where he has made his home for so many years. 


JOHN GERBER. 


The hardy and rugged little country of Switzerland has produced many 
of the men who later became numbered with Putnam county’s most progres- 
sive and valued citizens. They came here filled with the energy and strength 
engendered by the life in their mountainous fatherland and ready to cope 
with whatever difficulties might rise before them in the new land of their 
adoption. As a class, they were intelligent, thrifty and industrious, a com- 
bination of characteristics well suited to aid them in procuring success in 
their efforts to establish themselves in the new country and to procure homes 
in which they and their children might live and achieve prosperity. Of these 
people, John Gerber, the subject of this sketch, is a striking example, hav- 
ing achieved marked success and risen to prosperity through his own efforts. 

John Gerber was born in Berne, Switzerland, on December 31, 1871, a 
son of Daniel and Catherine (Scheideger) Gerber. IJ]is father was born 
in Berne on November 4, 1849, a son of Christian and Anna (Geiser) Ger- 
ber, both of whom were natives of Switzerland. Christian Gerber was a 
farmer who raised large herds of catthe and made cheese for the market, 
a business in which he attained great prosperity. To him and his wife were 
horn eleven children. He died in 1887, and his wife died a year later. 

Daniel Gerber, with John and Samuel, two of his younger brothers, 
came to America in Mareh, #891. About 1873, Anna Gerber, the eldest 
daughter of the family, who married Abraham Somers, came to .\merica 
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and settled first in Indiana and later in Pandora. When Daniel Gerber, his 
two brothers, his wife and eight children came to America in 1891, lis 
youngest sister, Mary, followed later in the year. She was the wife ot 
Rudolph Peters and came to America just after her marriage. She went to 
Indian ‘Verritory as a missionary, and died about 1905. John Gerber, thie 
uncle of the subject, settled at Madison, Olno, where he is farming. Samuel 
settled in Oklahoma. Both are married. 

Daniel Gerber settled in Pandora, Ohio, where he now lives. He is a 
wagonmaker by trade and has lived in Pandora most of the time since com- 
ing to America. He and Mrs. Gerber are the parents of eight children, who 
are: John, Arnold, Carl, Marion, Rosie, Leah, Lena and Adolph. Marion 
and Leah are residents of Fulton county, Ohio; Adolph lives in ort Wayne, 
Indiana; Lena is a missionary in China, and the others make their homes in 
Putnam county. 

John Gerber was nineteen years of age when he came to America. He 
worked on a farm for six years and then took a position in the planing mill 
at Pandora, where he worked four years. After he had worked in the mill 
two years, he married on December 25, 1898, Levina Amstutz, who was born 
in Riley township, Putnam county, on September 14, 1875, a daughter of 
Abraham and Catherine (Hilty) Amstutz. Mr. Amstutz’s family history is 
given in the sketch of his brother, P. A. Amstutz, and the family history of 
his wife is given in the sketch of Isaac Hilty, both of which appear else- 
where in this volume. 

To that union was born one daughter, Catherine, who now lives with 
her grandmother, Catherine Amstutz. Mrs. Gerber died on November 8, 
1900. She was a good Christian woman and a member of the Mennonite 
church. 

John Gerber was again married on April 8, 1906, his second wife being 
Elizabeth Gerber, a daughter of Michael and Catherine (Moser) Gerber. 
Michael Gerber was a native of Wayne county, Ohio, and Catherine Moser 
was born in Berne, Switzerland. To John and Elizabeth Gerber three chil- 
dren, Prudence [{Inora, Lillian Odula and Elda Elvina, have been born. 

After leaving the planing mill, in the spring of t901, John Gerber was 
engaged in the manufacturing of overalls, and was one of the organizers of 
the Pandora Overall Company. He retained his connection with that firm 
for three years, or until the spring of 1904, when he entered the well-drilling 
business with Peter Somers. That partnership endured for five years, when 
Peter Somers sold his interest to John Gerber’s brother, Carl. The two 
brothers remained in partnership for four years, and then Carl sold his in- 
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terest to their cousin, John G. Gerber, the concern now being known as 
John Gerber & Co. 

John Gerber has been very successful in his business and owns a beau- 
tiful brick residence in Pandora, where he now lives. He owns two up-to- 
date drilling machines and has all the business he can take care of. He 
averages from fifty to sixty wells each year, and, in all, has drilled about 
six hundred wells since he first established the business. 

John Gerber is a supporter of the Republican party and has always 
taken an active and intelligent interest in local political matters. [or six 
years he has been a member of the town council. 

John Gerber and wife are both members of the Mennonite (Grace) 
church, and are active workers in all church affairs. Mr. Gerber 1s an ex- 
cellent citizen and is highly respected and esteemed by his neighbors. 


PARI JOSHUAy Sir Miike 


Undoubtedly no other single influence has so much to do with the 
shaping of the character of the American people as has the public school 
system, and those associated with this work are indeed doing a noble duty 
and doubly justifying their existence. A prominent man in the school sys- 
tem of Putnam county is Earl J. Shaffer, of the West Leipsic public schools- 

Ikarl J. Shaffer was born on July 2, 1889, in Putnam county, the son of 
Joshua and Susan (Campbell) Shaffer, who were the parents of nine 
children, namely: Homer Newton, a farmer of Paulding county, Ohio; Mil- 
ton lestus, also a farmer in Paulding county; Americus Vincent lives in 
West Leipsic; Martha Belle and Lydia Alice both live in Van Buren town- 
ship; Putnam county; Joshua Smith died young; Myrtle May resides in 
Paulding county, Ohio; Earl J. is the subject of this sketch; Oscar Turner is 
chief engineer of a large Lexington, Kentucky, tobacco-drying house. 

The paternal grandparents of Mr. Shaffer were Samuel and Flizabeth 
(Runyon) Shaffer, the former of whom was born in Jlighland county, 
Ohio, in 1814, and died in 18908, and the latter of whom was born in Vir- 
ginia, and died in 1881, aged fifty-nine. Samuel Shaffer was a farmer and 
stock raiser who never lived outside of Highland county. He was road 
supervisor for several terms. [le was a member of the Lutheran church, a 
hard-working man, and, like Lincoln, was a famous rail splitter. Ile was 
broad-minded and liberal in his views. Tle and his wife were the parents. 
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of eight children, namely: Lucinda, who died in infancy; Martin Luther and 
Perry are Highland county (Ohio) farmers; Joshua, whose son is the sub- 
ject of this sketch; Moses died at the age of four; Sarah Elizabeth died in 
infancy; Elijah lives in Middletown, Ohio; Mary Susan also lives in Mid- 
dletown. 

Joshua Shaffer was reared and married in Highland county and came 
to Putnam county in 1884, engaging in farming in 1885, from which year . 
he worked as a farm laborer until 1890, when he bought forty acres of good 
land in Van Buren township, Putnam county. The land: was uncultivated 
and was made productive by much hard labor. This Jand was tilled until 
1894, when he rented a farm in the same township on which he lived for 
three years, and then moved to Paulding county, Ohio, where he bought 
twenty acres of land and lived for five years. ‘Then, returning to West 
Leipsic, he established a general merchandise, store, bringing the most of 
his stock with him from Paulding county. One year after locating in West 
Leipsic, the Paulding county farm was disposed of. The store which he 
established is still in operation and does a thriving business. On November 
27, 1867, Joshua married Susan Campbell. 

A valued member of Lodge No. 536, of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows is Joshua Shaffer. Ife is a Democrat in his political views, and 
was a member of the school board of Paulding county for several years and 
also of Putnam county, and he has served on the election board for several 
years and 1s active on the board at present. He is a member of the German 
Reformed church, of Highland county, Ohto. 

The education of Earl J. Shaffer was received in the common schools 
of Putnam county, and the high school of Grover Hill, from which he 
graduated on May 12, 1905, and some time afterward took the teacher’s 
examination in Putnam county at Ottawa, Ohio, passing with an average 
erade of eighty-seven and one-half. lor five years, he taught school in 
Liberty township and for one year in Van Buren township, after which 
he accepted his present position in the West Leipsic grammar school, in the 
year 1913. Mr. Shaffer holds the following teacher’s certificates; three one- 
year certificates, two two-year certificates, one three-year and one five-year 
certificate, the last two being in effect now. Mr. Shaffer is a teacher of great 
ability, as his winning personality is felt. On October 9, 1912, Mr. Shaffer 
married Ruby Violet Folk, the daughter of Jacob and Sarah (McIntyre) 
Folk, and Earl Joshua and Violet (Toll) have one child, Mildred Claire. 

earl Joshua Shaffer belongs to Leipsic Lodge No. 548, of the I'ree and 
Accepted Masons, and to Lodge No. 536, of the Independent Order of Odd 
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Fellows, taking an active part in lodge work and being junior deacon in 
lis chapter of the Masonic order. An active Democrat, firmly advancing 
the best principles of his party, he was elected in tgti, and still serves as 
corporation clerk of West Leipsic. He and his family are devout members 
of the West Leipsic church of the United Brethren. He is financial secre- 
tary of the church, superintendent of the Sunday school, and he, with his 
wife, takes an active part in church duties and functions. Unassuming, yet 
pleasing with his quiet courtesy, Mr. Shaffer is a good .conversationalist-and 
uses his gift to advance educational interests and the general welfare of the 
community. He is of an uncompromising honesty, and 1s open and frank 
in all his dealings, and is accordingly liked by his wide circle of friends and 
acquaintances, both in Putnam county and elsewhere. He is splendidly 
well informed and can talk very intelligently on a wide range of topics. He 
is the type of man who holds our nation in her premier position on the 
earth. 


JOHN C. MADDEN. 


American politicians are becoming actively aware of the rapid growth 
of the Socialist vote in this country, and are being compelled to recognize in 
this modern development of the political hfe of the nation a deep-seated 
protest against the enormous growth of entrenched privilege which has be- 
come such a serious menace to the proudest institutions of the government 
and the basic liberties of the people. There has grown up in this country, 
along with this protest, in recent years, a very determined demand on the 
part of the more thoughtful elements of society, that not only the public 
utilities of the country, but that all lands, mines, minerals and_ railways, 
together with all the instruments of production and exchange, should be in 
the hands of the people, the natural conservators of the public domain. The 
enormous problem of the unemployed, which so long has been facing our 
present governmental agencies, is one of the factors that is bringing to the 
attention of thoughtful persons the claims of the Socialists for a reorganiza- 
tion of the present industrial and economic system and many of these claims, 
that a few years ago might have been looked upon as chimerical, are now 
accepted as proper doctrines of government, the approach to paternalism on 
the part of the federal government being accepted as a most notable con- 
cession in this direction. Though there may be a very proper disagreement 
as to the near approach of the promised millennium of righteousness when all 
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social wrongs shall be righted, there can be no disagreement on the proposi- 
tion that there are many very grave social wrongs that stand in need ot 
righting and the pettifogging economists whose grasp upon the stern neces- 
sities of the times, is not sufficiently acute to detect the finer shades of mean- 
ing in the unceasing clamor that is going up for a correction of much of 
this modern injustice to propose a proper remedy for the evils thus hinted 
at, may yet find that the remedies now proposed by the Socialists shall become 
the universal panacea so long sought. The Socialistic propaganda has many 
ardent spokesmen in this country and in Putnam county theré are not a few 
whose voices have been lifted for years in this behalf. Among these latter, 
however, there 1s none better known than the gentleman whose name the 
biographer has found pleasure in presenting at the introduction to this brief 
and modest biographical sketch, Mr. Madden being one of the best known 
and most active Socialists in this section of the state, his reputation in this 
direction indeed being state wide, his name having twice been submitted to 
the suffrages of the people of Ohio for consideration as a candidate for a 
justiceship in the state supreme court. 

John C. Madden was born in Monroe township, Putnam county, Ohio, 
July 5, 1869, the son of Hiram and Catherine (Davis) Madden. the termer 
of whom was born in Perry county, Ohio, January 9, 1827, the son ot 
John B. and Ruth (Hall) Madden, and the latter of whom was born in 
Pennsylvania in the year 1827, but who moved to Perry county, Ohio, with 
her parents at an early age and there grew to womanhood and was mar- 
ried, later moving with her husband to Putnam county. John B. Madden, 
grandfather of John C., was a native of Virginia, and his wife, Ruth Hall, 
was a native of Maryland, they having migrated to Perry county after their 
marriage and there reared their family. 

Hiram Madden was educated in the district schools of Perry county, 
growing up on a farm, early becoming inducted into the principles of agri- 
culture. Tle was united in marriage in 1851, to Catherine Davis, a member 
of one of the old families of that county, and, in 1853, moved to this county, 
settling on a farm of one hundred and sixty acres in Monroe township, 
where both he and his wife spent the rest of their lives, he dying on February 
27, 1902, at the age of seventy-five years, she surviving but little more than 
a year, her death occurring in July, 1903. Hiram Madden was one of the 
best known and most influential men in his section of the county and had 
served the public most acceptably in the important office of township trustee, 
besides having held minor township offices, in the administration of all of 


which he acted with an eye single to the public good. TIe was a stanch 
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Democrat and was well known in the councils of his party. Though not an 
active member of any church, he was a professed. Christian and ever was 
found in the forefront of those seeking to advance the best interests of the 
people, he and his good wife, who was a timely helpmate, being ready to 
help those in distress or misfortune. 

To Hiram and Catherine (Davis) Madden were born four children: 
Hugh B., who lives at Lima, Ohio; Mrs. Sarah Jane Whitman, of Monroe 
township, this county; Mary, who died in infancy, and John C., with whom 
this article particularly treats. 

John C. Madden was reared on the paternal farm in Monroe townslitp, 
ship, receiving his primary education in the township schools. This he sup- 
plemented with a course at the Tri-State College at Angola, Indiana, which 
institution he entered when he was nineteen years of age. Upon completing 
the course at this college, he returned home and began the study of law in 
private readings, after which he took a two-term course at the college at 
Ada, Ohio, upon the completion of which he returned home and began prepa- 
rations for the practice of his profession. Jl*or one year he was located at 
Antwerp, Ohio, where he made a good start in the practice of his chosen 
profession, but at the end of this time returned to Putnam county and opened 
an office at Continental, where he since has made his home. In addition to 
his law practice, Mr. Madden is engaged in the real estate, farm loans and 
insurance business, 1n which he has been quite successful. He also has the 
Rawlings Company’s agency, medicines and druggists’ sundries and supplies, 
for the county of Paulding, which agency he operates successfully in con- 
nection with the extensive business he has established at Continental. 

On February 12, 1899, John C. Madden was united in marriage to Miss 
Ruth French, who was born near Youngstown, Ohio, and to this union two 
children have been born, Henry and Gwennie, lively young people who are 
the delight of their parents’ lives and the light of their home. John C. Mad- 
den takes a prominent part in the social activities of his home town and 
is exceedingly popular in his rather extensive social circle, at the same 
time being among the leaders in the good work of the community, ever 
being ready to lend achand in all movements having as their object the ad- 
vancement of the welfare of the people. 

John C. Madden is a member of the Masonic and the Pythian fraterni- 
ties, in the affairs of which he takes an active interest, and though a mem- 
ber of no church, has a helping hand for all deserving charities. For years 
Mr, Madden has been an ardent Socialist and has taken a very prominent 
part in the campaigns of that party in this state. In 1912 and in 1914, he 
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was the candidate of his party for a place on the Ohio supreme bench, and, 
in both campaigns, made a strong showing, despite the present minority 
standing of his party. The Socialist party. is made up, however, of men 
who seem to thrive on defeat, and Mr. Madden and many who entertain 
the same political belief, far from being discouraged at the showing their 
party has made in former campaigns, are pressing on, urging their cause ur 
the presence of thoughtful people, in season and out of season, believing 
that ultimately their cause shall prevail. Among the workers in this party in 
Ohio, none has been more earnest or energetic than Mr. Madden. A wide 
reader, a clear thinker and a forceful propagandist, his campaigns have been 
marked by a sanity and lucidity of expression which have commended him 
to the serious consideration of thinking people, generally, within the range 
of his utterances and there are many in this section of Ohio who earnestly 
believe that he has a brilliant political future before him. 

\Whuile deeply interested in political measures from the viewpoint of the 
modern Socialist, Mr. Madden does not pennit lis campaign work to inter- 
fere with his duty to the public and there is no more ardent ‘booster’ for 
civic improvements, better roads and the like, than he. He is a successful 
man, because he has been diligent in business, it having been one of the 
rules of his life to give as careful attention to the lesser details of a trans- 
action as to the greater details, and as a consequence he has inspired the 
confidence and esteem of his business associates and his friends, generally, 
throughout this section of the state. 


JOSHEH KERS TING. 


In the year 1874, there arrived in Cincinnati, Ohio, a young German: 
lad by the name of Joseph Kersting. Fle was only eigliteen years of age at 
the time, and had just enough money to make the long trip from his native 
land, Germany, to this country. Today this same penniless youth of forty 
years ago, 1s one of the well-known men of Ottawa, Putnam county, Ohio. 
He has been a resident of this county. since 1886, and was engaged in 
mercantile pursuits in Glandorf until he took the office of county auditor in. 
the fall of 1905. Since that year he has resided in the county, and since 
coming out of the office of county auditor, he has been engaged in the fire 
insurance business. Tle was the founder of the Glandorf Building and Loan 
Association, and served as its secretary for many years, and in every way 
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he has shown his public spirit and desire to do everything possible jor the 
gencral welfare of his community. le has been. very helpful in the cause 
of education, and has always maintained a decided stand in favor ot the 
public schools. As a business man, his integrity is beyond question and his 
genial manners and ever-ready willingness to do something for others, has 
won for hun many friends throughout Putnam county. 

Joseph Kersting, the present district assessor of Putnam county, Ohio, 
was born on April 14, 1856, in Westphalia, Prussia. He is a son of Anthony 
and I<atherine (Dorren) Kersting, both of whom spent all of their days 
in their native land. 

Joseph Kersting came to America when he was eighteen years of age, 
his two brothers, Anthony and [elix, having preceded him to this country 
and located in Cincinnati. He joined his two brothers in that city and at 
once became a clerk in a mercantile establishment in Cincinnati. One of his 
brothers, Anthony, entered the priesthood, and belongs to the I*ranciscan 
Iathers, and is now known as lfather David. Felix, his other brother, be- 
came a merchant tailor and spent most of his life in this country at Miamis- 
burg, Ohio, where he died. 

Joseph Kersting became a bookkeeper, after a short time, and while liv- 
ing in Cincinnati, was married. Betore his marriage, he had become a 
traveling salesman for a Cincinnati house, dealing in tailor’s trimmings. 
Still, later, he traveled for a Philadelphia house in Ohio, Michigan, Indiana 
and Illinois, which also dealt in tailors’ goods. Mr. Kersting moved to 
Glandorf, Putnam county, Ohio, in 1886, although he remained on the road 
as a salesman for two more years. He became a partner with I. H. Kahle, 
in the general merchandise business at Glandorf, in 1888, and this part- 
nership continued until 1892, when he purchased Mr. Kahle’s interests 
and continued the business alone until 1904. In that year he was nom- 
inated on the Democratic ticket for auditor of Putnam county, and was 
elected in. November of the same year. Tle took his office in October, 1905, 
for a three-year term, but before the expiration of his first term, the Legis- 
lature changed the length of his term to two years, so that his first term was 
extended a year by the Governor. Tle was re-elected for another term in 
addition, so that he held the office for six years, going out of the office in 
October, rot. Since retiring from the auditor’s office, he has engaged in 
the fire insurance business at Ottawa, and in 1913, purchased the insurance 
business of two other firms in Ottawa, that of Zeller & Company, and Glen 
Claypool. Tle combined the business of the three firms and turned it over 
to his two sons, Albert Vo and Alphonse A., retaining a silent partnership 
with them under the firm name of A. V. Kersting & Company. However, 
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since his election as district assessor for Putnam county, he has retired from 
active participation in the fire insurance business in order to devote all of his 
time and attention to the duties of this office. 

Joseph Kersting was married on June 3, 1879, to Anna Gieringer, who 
was born near Cincinnati, on a farm and was a daughter of Anthony and 
Thirsa (Blase) Gieringer. Her parents came from Wurttemberg, Germany, 
and located on a farm near Cincinnati, where they spent the remainder of 
their days. To this union have been born eight children, all of whom are 
living. 

Joseph Kersting and his family are all loyal members of the Catholic 
church. He is a member of the Knights of Columbus and the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks at Findlay, Ohio. Mr. Kersting and his wife 
are justly proud of their eight children, all of whom have been given excel- 
lent educations and are now honored members of the various communities 
where they are living. Such, in brief, is the life history of the poor Ger- 
man youth, who came to the United States in 1874 to seek his fortune. 


GEORGE,..D. “HAMDEN. 


A business man of Ottawa, Putnam county, Ohio, who has been located 
here since January, 1877, is George D. Llamden, who has been in the grocery 
business here for more than thirty-eight years. He has taken a very active 
part in the building up of the village and is recognized as one of the most 
prominent citizens of Ottawa. Ile was left an orphan at an early age and 
started out to make his own way in the world when a mere lad. Learning 
the woolen trade, he followed that for several years in various parts of Vir- 
_ginia, Tennessee and Ohio. 

George I). Hamden, the son of Henry and Elizabeth (House) Ham- 
den, was born in Loudoun county, Virginia, March 10, 1841. Hlis father was 
born in the highlands of Scotland, and, in 1821, came to Virginia. Tle was 
a machinist by trade, and, after coming to this country, married [élizabeth 
House, who was born and reared at Llagerstown, Maryland. lor ten years 
after his marriage, Henry Hamden operated a canal boat on the Baltimore 
& Ohio canal, and in 1850 moved to Logan county, Ohio, where his death 
occurred about six months later. For the first seven or eight years after 
his marriage, in 1830, Henry Hamden worked as a machinist in the govern- 
ment arsenal at Pfarper’s Perry. Tis wife died in i851, 
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When his mother died, in 1851, George D. Hamden was ten years of 
ave. Ilis parents had nine children, but only seven survived the mother, 
and at the present time only two are living, George B. and Mahala Rice, of 
Hillsdale, Michigan. 

The death of both of the parents of Mr. Hamden left him an orphan, 
and his uncle, John House, took him to rear. He worked in the woolen mulls 
in Virginia, and learned the woolen trade thoroughly and engaged in that 
line of business until 1877. He worked in Dayton, Springfheld, Marysville, 
Ohio, and spent two years, 1867-68, in the state of Tennessee. After he 
had been in this business about seven years, he became the superintendent of 
a woolen mill and continued as superintendent of woolen mills at various 
places until 1877. In that year, Mr. Hamden moved to Ottawa, Putnam 
county, Ohio, and engaged in the grocery business. At the same time he also 
started a livery stable and operated both establishments for a number of 
years. In addition, he sold lime, cement and sewer pipes. For the last few 
years, Mr. Hamden has given all of his attention to his large grocery busi- 
ness. 

George D. Hamden was living at Marysville, Ohio, when he was twenty- 
one years of age, and despite his youth, was elected as a member of the school 
board of that village, and held this office for two terms. He has been a 
life-long Democrat, and wherever he has lived he has taken an active part 
in political affairs. While living in Marysville, he was not only a member 
of the school board, but served as marshal of the village for four years. 
Two years after he came to Ottawa, he was appointed as a member of the 
school board and later elected and served for a total of seven years. Tollow- 
ing this, he served for six years on the council at Ottawa, and then was 
elected as a member of the waterworks board and had a leading part in 
the building and management of the waterworks. He has served, con- 
tinuously, upon the waterworks board since its establishment. He was one’ 
of the organizers of the Ottawa Building and Loan Association, and has been 
an officer of this association ever since it was organized, twenty-seven years 
ago. 

George D. Hamden was married on January 7, 1868, at West Liberty, 
Logan county, Ohio, to Frances FE. Welch, who was born in Champaign 
county, Ohio, and is the daughter of Rawsen and Elmira (Thrall) Welch. 
Her father was a woolen manufacturer and Mr. Hamden had worked for 
him in his boyhood. Mr. Hamden and his wife are the parents of two 
children, Iva and Iscah. Tva was the wife of Vernon Cummer, who was 
killed by a boiler explosion at Williamstown, Pennsylvania, in 1900. Tle 
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left his widow with a son and daughter, George Edwin and Lyle Vernon. 
George E. died about two years after his father’s death. Mrs. Cummer 
and her other son, Lyle V., live in Ottawa. Iscah makes his home with 
his parents. 

Mr. Hamden is a member of the I'ree and Accepted Masons and the 
Royal Arcanum. He is a man who has always been intensely interested in 
advancing the interests of his home village, and it can be said that Ottawa 
never had a more public-spirited citizen, or one who took a greater interest 
in its welfare. -° 


HUBERT C. GERDING. 


The Gerding family is one of the pioneer families of Putnam county, 
Ohio. Tlubert C. Gerding was born in this county, as were his parents, while 
his grandparents, on both sides, were natives of Germany. Mr. Gerding 
has been connected with a drug store in Ottawa, since 1894, and has been 
proprietor of his own store since 1904. 

Hubert C. Gerding, the proprietor of the “Rexall” drug store, of Ot- 
tawa, Ohio, was born in Glandorf, Putnam county, Ohio, August 23, 1870. 
His parents, Ferdinand and Veronica (Bockhold) Gerding, were both na- 
tives of Glandorf. His grandparents on his father’s side came from Ger- 
many to America and were pioneer settlers at Glandorf, in this county. 
Veronica Bockhold was a granddaughter of John G. Bockhold and wife, 
natives of Osnabruck, Germany, and also early settlers of Glandorf, in this 
county. Mr. Bockhold was a pioneer tavern keeper at Glandorf. Terdinand 
Gerding, the father of Hubert C., was reared on his father’s farm in this 
county and became a saddle and harnessmaker, following that business at 
Glandorf until his death. He was a soldier in the Civil War. There were 
five children born to Ferdinand Gerding and wife; two of whom are living, 
Hubert C. and Harry J., who is living in Lima. 

Hubert C. Gerding was reared on his father’s farm in this county and 
after completing the schooling which was offered in his home county, en- 
tered the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, leaving the department of 
pharmacy in the spring of 1894. Tle at once returned to his home county 
and accepted a position in his uncle’s drug store at Ottawa, remaining in this 
store for about ten years. Tle then worked in \W. \W. Welly’s drug store for 
a time, and later in the drug store of Anglemyre & Buckley, buying the store 
of the latter firm in 1904.) Since that year, he has been in business for him- 
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self and his store, known as the “Rexall” drug store, is one of the most at- 
tractive stores in this section of the state. Ile has the exclusive agency for 
all of the “Rexall” remedies and is a stockholder in the Rexall Company. . 
The store is well stocked with druggist’s sundries and by his courteous treat- 
ment of customers and his energetic and wide-awake methods of business, 
he has built up a large and lucrative trade in Ottawa and the surrounding 
community. 

Hubert C. Gerding was married in October, 1897, to Emma B. Kahle, 
the daughter of Hon. Ignatius H. Kahle and wife, whose history is given 
elsewhere in this volume. Mr. Gerding and his wife. have two daughters, 
Mary and I[leanor. : 

Uubert C. Gerding is a Democrat and has always been interested in local 
politics. He is now serving his second term as village clerk of Ottawa and 
administering the duties of this office in a very satisfactory manner. Mr. 
Gerding and his family are loyal members of the Catholic church. 


JOSEPH LIE BRECENY. 


Joseph Liebrecht is a well-known farmer of Jackson township, Putnam 
county, Ohio. Tle is the owner of one hundred and twenty acres of land 
in this township, which comprises some of the best farming land in the 
county. Ifis farm is level, well drained and well fenced, and from any point 
of view shows the progressive and careful proprietorship of its owner. Mr. 
Liebrecht began, after his marriage, with forty acres in section 6, of Jackson 
township, which he first cleared, ditched, fenced and otherwise improved. 
Ile built a splendid brick residence in 1907, a large barn having already 
been built, eight years previously, in 1899. All of the buildings which Mr. 
Leibrecht has erected are of the most substantial material. The Leibrecht 
farm has grown in acreage from time to time, until he now has one of the 
finest farms in Putnam county. 

Joseph Liebrecht is a native of Putnam county, Ohio. Tle was born 
near Delphos, Jennings township, July ro, 1852. [lis parents were lfrank 
and Clara (Nierman) Liebrecht. T*rank Liebrecht was a native of Germany. 
Ife came alone to America, when a young man, and settled on a farm near 
Delphos. He was reared as a farmer. Frank Liebrecht’s father and mother 
who were also farmers, were both born, lived and died in Germany. Frank 
Liebrecht married Clara’ Nierman, at Delphos, and after his marriage pur- 
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chased a farm of forty acres in Jennings township. Fle made many improve- 
ments on the land, having cleared it first of its heavy growth of timber and 
having built many rods of fence. After operating this forty acres for a time, 
he sold it and purchased eighty acres in Monterey township, near Ottoville. 
He cleared most of this farm, erected buildings upon it and otherwise 
improved it in many ways. Here he farmed until his death in 1854. ‘Frank 
Liebrecht was not a member of any lodge, and held no public office. He 
was a Democrat, but never active. He and his family were devoted members 
of St. Mary’s Catholic church at Ottoville. 

Joseph Liebrecht’s mother was born in Germany, coming to America 
with her father and three sisters, her mother having died in the [atherland. 
She located, with her father and sisters, in Monterey township, Putnam 
county, where they were among the early settlers of this community. She 
was about twenty years of age when she came from Germany, and after 
setthng permanently in Monterey township, made this her home until her 
marriage to I’rank Liebrecht. Her father died on the farm in Monterey 
township, it being the same place where he first located after coming to 
Ohio, shortly after his arrival in America. After his death, his wife lived 
on the farm for a time, but afterward sold it, and she is now deceased. 
Joseph Liebrecht is one of three children born to his parents, the others 
being William, who lives at Upper Sandusky, Ohio; Mrs. Mary Kiefer, 
deceased. 

Joseph Liebrecht grew to maturity on the old home place in Monterey 
township. He received practically all of his education in the Ottoville dis- 
trict schools. He remained at home, assisting on the farm, until his mar- 
riage, which event took place at St. Mary’s Catholic church at Ottoville, 
Qhio, in October, 1875, at which time Mr, Liebrecht was united in’ marriage 
to Mary Bedeker, herself a native of Germany. She died in 1885. Joseph 
Licbrecht was married on September 4, 1888, to Margaret Gergen, who 
was a daughter of Mathias and Catherine (Niese) Gergen, who were born 
in Germany and were married there. About four years after his narriage, 
Mathias Gergen and wife and children came and settled in Jackson township 
on a farm. They had two children born in Germany, Nicholas and Mar- 
garet, who married Joseph Liebrecht, and Peter, Mary, Susan, Anna, Clara, 
deceased, born in Putnam county, Ohio. Mathias Gergen died in Jackson 
township on his farm, May 27, 1910, his wife died on May 20, 1912. They 
belonged to the St. Mary’s Catholic church at Ottoville, Putnam county. 

Joseph Liebrecht had five children by his. first marriage, as follow: 
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Etmma, born on December 16, 1876; John, born on March 30, 1878; Barney, 
born on May 17, 1880; William, born on October 28, 1881 ; Tille, born on 
January 31, 1885. By his second marriage there were six children, as fol- 
low: Catherine, born on October 12, 1889; Elizabeth, born on March 2, 
1892; Frank, born on March 30, 1894; Arnold, born on Apmil 22, 1897; 
Lawrence, born on May 15, 1900; Veronica, born on July 7, 1905. Of these 
children, John, the second child, married Elizabeth Kleman, and is engaged 
ir’ farming in Union township, in this county. He and his wife are the 
parents of four children, Ascella, Gilbert, Elmer and Lucina. Barney mar- 
ried [Flora Heidnischer, and they live in Greensburg township. They are 
the parents of two children, Sylvester and Rose Marie. Tillie, the fourth 
child in order of birth, is the wife of Fred Kreinbrink, a farmer living m 
Greensburg township, and they have two children, Leona and Henrietta. 
The rest of the children of Mr. and Mrs. Liebrecht are unmarried and living 
at home. 

Joseph Liebrecht is a congenial, progressive and public-spirited farmer 
arid citizen. He is known in the neighborhood where he lives as a good 
father and husband, and the Liebrechts have a happy home. 

Mr. Liebrecht is identified with the Democratic party, but has never 
been active in politics. Mrs. Liebrecht is a devout member of St. Mary’s 
Catholic church at Ottoville, and her husband and all the children are mem- 
hers of the same church. He has one of the most attractive and well-kept 
farms in this community. 


WILLIAM J. VARNER. 


A pioneer settler of Putnam county, Ohio, is William J. Varner, who: 
was born, reared and has spent all of his life within its limits. As a boy, 
he remembers distinctly of the wolves howling around their cabin door, and 
of seeing the deer roaming through the woods near their house. In fact, all 
kinds of wikl game were abundant in his father’s woods in lis boyhood 
days. The Indians were still here when he was a lad and his father often 
traded them salt in exchange for venison. Consequently, Mr. Varner has 
been identifed with the history of this county from its very beginning, and 
well deserves the title of pioneer. 

William J. Varner, the son of Jacob and Eliza (Guyton) Varner, was 
born in Greensburg township, Putnam county, Ohio, December 6, 1848. 
His father was born in Luray valley, Page county, Virginia, of German 
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parentage. Jacob grew to manhood in Virginia and, when twenty-one years 
of age, made the long overland trip from Virginia to Putnam county, Ohio, 
and entered government land in Greensburg township. [le cleared a farm 
and lived here until he was past ninety years of age. His wife, Eliza Guy- 
ton, was born in Maryland near Hagerstown, her father being a native of 
Ireland. [hza Guyton came to Putnam county with her parents, after she 
was grown, and her father entered government land in Ottawa township. 
Jacob Varner and wife were the parents of eight children: Mrs. Mary Ayres; 
Mrs. Ellen Benedict; Isaiah; Mrs. Ruth Shafer; Mrs. Elizabeth Cushman; 
William J., of Ottawa; Mrs. Rebecca Bibler and one who died in childhood. 

William J. Varner was reared on his father’s farm in Greensburg 
township, and received such education as was afforded by the rude subscrip- 
tion schools of his boyhood days. He remained at home until his marriage 
and then began farming for himself on rented land. He rented for several 
years, and then bought a small farm, upon which he began his independent 
€aieer as a farmer.’ AS he prospered; from year to year, he added to tis 
farm, until he now owns three hundred and fifteen acres, in Greensburg 
township, and sixty-seven aces, in Ottawa township, part of his farm being 
within the corporate limits of Ottawa. While he spent most of his time 
in agricultural pursuits, he has been actively interested in the buying and 
shipping of live stock for about ten years. He retired from active farm 
life in 1908 and moved to Ottawa, where he is now residing, after a long 
and arduous career on the farm. 

Wilham “J. Varner. was married on November 21, 1869,, to Anna 
Simon, who was born in Greensburg township, in this county, a daughter of 
John P. Simon and wife. Her parents were born near -\msterdam, Hol- 
land, and were married in the land of their birth, one of their children being 
born in Holland. They then came to America, and soon.after coming to 
this country located in Putnam county, Ohio, where Mr. Simon engaged in 
farming. Later, he embarked in the grocery business at Ottawa and dealt 
in farm produce of all kinds, in connection with his regular grocery busi- 
ness. Mr. Simon was a man of prominence in his community and became 
one of the substantial citizens of Ottawa. 

Wilham J. and Anna (Simon) Varner are the parents of five children: 
Nettie, Gertrude, Carl C., Zoe and Laura. Nettie is the wife of John T. 
Matheny and lives in Greensburg township and has three sons, Nelson, 
Howard and John Nelson; Gertrude is the wife of William Fridley and lives 
near Pandora ona farm and has three children, Ethel, Clarence and Charles: 
Carl C. married Lene Wagner and lives in Ashtabula county, Ohio, on a 
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farm, where he gives much attention to the dairy business, and has four 
children, Irene, Jay, William) Lowell and Carl Gordon; Zoe is the wile of 
Eugene Rk. Hunt, of Ottawa, and has three sons, Lucius, Theodore and Will- 
iam; Laura, the youngest child, died at the age of sixteen. 

Wiliam J. Varner has always identified himself with the Republican 
party, and, although he did not seek the office, he was elected treasurer of 
his township. For about ten years he served on-the Putnam county board 
of agriculture. He is a member of the Free and Accepted Masons and also 
belongs to the chapter and council. He is a public-spirited and broad-minded 
citizen and deeply interested in the welfare of those around him, and such a 
man as lends stability to our commonwealth. 


DANTE dM rLEPPEER: 


It is a well-authenticated fact that success comes as a result of legitimate 
and well-applied energy, unflagging determination and perseverance in a 
course of action which one has decided upon. Success was never known 
to smile upon the idler or dreamer and she never courts the loafer. Only the 
men who have diligently sought her favors are crowned with her blessing. 
In tracing the history of Daniel M. Leffler, a grocer and influential citizen of 
Leipsic, Van Buren township, Putnam county, Ohio, it 1s plainly seen that 
the success which he enjoys has been won by commendable qualities, and it 
is also his personal worth that has gained for him the high esteem of those 
who know him and those who have had business relations with him. 

Daniel M. Leffler, a well-known grocer of Leipsic, was born on Decem- 
ber 21, 1869, in Leipsic, Van Buren township, Putnam county, Ohio. He 
is the son.of Daniel.G. and Lavina (Hyde) Leffler. The late Daniel G. 
Leffler, who, during his life, was a commissioner of Putnam county, was born 
on August 13, 1837, in Fairfield county, Ohio, the son of Solomon and 
Christina (Weidner) Leffler. Solomon Leffler was born in Somerset, Perry 
county, Ohio, ebruary 8, 1808, and died on February 25, 1898. Ilis wife, 
whom he married on October 10, 1833, was born on May 19, 1815, in Wit- 
tenburg, Germany, and died on August 27, 1895. When a young man, Daniel 
(7. Leffler came to Putnam county with his parents, who located two and one- 
half miles north of Leipsic. After living here for twenty-five years, they 
moved into Tetpsic and lived here until their death. Daniel G. T.efler an- 
swered Lincoln's first call for volunteers, and in April, 1861, enlisted for 
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three months in the Twenty-first Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He 
re-enlisted at the expiration of this period and served for three years, or 
until Lee had surrendered in Company J, l*orty-ninth Regiment, Ohio Volun- 


Mr. Leffler was wounded three times at Chickamauga. 


teer Infantry. 
born 


after the war, he married Lavina Hyde in June, 1866. She was 
three miles north of Leipsic and was the daughter of Adam and Elizabeth 
Hyde, who came from Germany. 

Mr. Letfiler went into the merchandise business in Leipsic about 1866, 
and continued until 1883, when the store was changed into a grocery. He 
conducted this store until 1890, when he was succeeded by his sons, Daniel 
M. and Charles H. He devoted his time, after this period, to looking after 
his farm and attending to his interests in public affairs. He was a Demo- 
crat and a member of the first city council of Leipsic, and served, in all, 
twelve years as a councilman. At the same time, he was a member of the 
board of education, treasurer of the school board, and also treasurer of 
Leipsic. He was appointed county commissioner in 1894 to serve out an un- 
expired term, and was elected and re-elected, in all seven years. He died on 
January 4, 1912, while his widow still lives in Leipsic. They were both 
members of the Lutheran church. Donald G. and Lavina (Hyde) Lefiler were 
the parents of five children, of whom four are living: Charles H.; Daniel 
M.; Ella A., the wife of T. H.. Whisler; and Arletta J., the wife of R. C. 
Firestine. TEdward V. died on July 13, 1901. Mr. Leffler built a hotel at 
the corner of Defiance and Commercial streets in 1895. 

Daniel M. Leffler grew to manhood in Leipsic and from his boyhood 
helped his father in the grocery store. He grew up as a grocer, and, in 1890, 
he and his brother, Charles H., became partners in the grocery business, 
succeeding their father, who had been in the business, and so diligently built 
up the grocery trade and who had conducted it for so many years. The two 
brothers have carried on the business as partners since that time. 

Daniel M. Leffler was married in the spring of 1891, to mma M. Pfis- 
ter, who was born about three and one-half miles west of Leipsic, and is the 
daughter of Jacob and Barbara (Long) Pfister. Her parents were born in 

switzerland and her father was a farmer near Leipsic. Mr. Pister was an 
old resident of Leipsic and died in 1890. Tis widow now lives with Mr. 
and Mrs. Leffler. Daniel M. and Emma M. (Pfister) Leffler have three 
children living and one dead: Ray V., born on February 28, 1892; Gladys, 
March 3, 1894, and died on January 12, 1899; Serge H., April 28, 1896, and 
Maxine H., August 7, 1905. 
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Daniel M. Leffler takes an active interest in local public affairs and has 
served in various capacities, as a member of the board of education, the city 
council, and also as city treasurer. In all of these positions, he has acquitted 
himself as becomes one devoted to the cause of good American govern- 
ment. Mr. Letter and family are members of theLutheran church. 

Charles H.’ Leffler, the brother of Daniel M., amd his partner in the 
grocery business, was born on April 10, 1868, in Leipsic. He grew up in 
Leipsic and also helped his father in the store from his boyhood. In 1&go, 
as heretofore mentioned, he and his brother, Daniel M., purchased his 
father’s interest in the grocery store and succeeded him in this business. 

Charles Fi. Wetlen was gnarried yon September 22, 1900,4to, Inebecea 
Wentz, who was born in I*indlay, Olno, the daughter of Jacob A. and 
Elizabeth S: (Kanable) Wentz... Jacob. Ax. Wentz was born and ereared in 
Hartford City, Indiana, and was married at Bueyrus, Ohio, to [Elizabeth S. 
Kkanable. She was a native of Springfield, but was reared in Bucyrus. After 
their marriage, they resided in Hartford City, Indiana, for about ten years ° 
on a farm, when they moved to Cass township, north of lindlay, where 
Mrs. Leffler was born. Her parents still reside there. On the fifth anni- 
versary of the marriage of Charles H. Leffler and wife, Mr. and Mrs. Wentz 
celebrated their golden wedding anniversary. Charles H. Leffler and wife 
have one daughter, Itlizabeth Lavina. Mr. Leffler and family also belong 
to the Lutheran church and he is a member of the Knights of Pythias. 


MOT? CLARK 


The late Elhott Clark spent his whole life in Putnam county, Ohio. 
orn and reared in this county, he lived here more than seventy-four years, 
during which long period he was actively identified with the various phases 
of his county's development. Tle was a man of integrity and honor, highly 
esteemed by those who knew him, and a man whose word was as good as 
his bond. He was a lifelong farmer and, although primarily interested in 
his own advancement and the care of his family, he never neglected the duties 
he owed to the community as a public-spirited citizen. Tn his passing, the 
county lost one of its sterling pioneers and a man whose span of life practi- 
cally covered the history of the county from its earliest beginning. 

The late [Thott Clark was born on March 16, 1839, in Ottawa town- 
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ship, Putnam county, Ohio, and died at his home in Leipsic, October 21, 
1913. Ife was a son of William and Harriett (\Woods) Clark. Ilis father 
was a native of Westmoreland county, Pennsylvama, and was born on Sep- 
tember 1, 1812, a son of Samuel and Margaret Clark, also natives of Penn- 
svlvania. 

Samuel Clark was a blacksmith by trade and was employed to construct 
the ironwork on Perry’s flagship, the “Lawrence,” which won the memorable 
battle of Lake Erie in the War of 1812. It was this famous victory which 
caused the captain to send the message, “We have met the enemy and they 
are ours,” to the President. Before Samuel Clark’s work on the flagship was 
completed, the contract for services had expired, but so anxious was Captain 
Perry to have the work finishéd that he gave Mr. Clark double pay until the 
flagship was ready to launch. Samuel Clark came from Pennsylvania to 
annie county. Olio. and later genioved to Putman county, lotatmo-in this 
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dren. to Rutiam counm. where. hke his father, heventered: sovernmentr land. 
Thsanis seenothap the Clark jannily has been ideniined with, the history oT 
Putnam county from its earhest beginning. They started in to make homes 
for themselves in the wilderness and endured all of the struggles and priva- 
tions incident to pioneer life ina new country. William Clark prospered and 
at one time was rated as one of the largest landholders of the county. 

William Clark was twice married. [*irst to Flarriet Woods, and to this 
union nine children were born, one of whom died in infancy. His first wife 
died in 1855, and he later married Lois Ikdgecomb, whose parents came from 
Maine to Putnam county, and to this second marriage three children were 
born, one of whom died in infaney. The second wife of William Clark died 
in 1896, Mr. Clark himself passing away in 1877. 

MIhott Clark was born in Ottawa township, and when a small child 
moved with his parents to Blanchard township on the present site of Pleasant 
Grove. It was here that voung [dhott grew to manhood and attended the 
neighboring Jog cabin school houses. When about twenty years of age, he 
made a trip to Whois, which was then considered the far West. Tle worked 
in that state for aman who owned a large tract of land on the shore of Lake 
Michigan, part of whichis now covered by the city of Chicago. \When young 
IMhott grew homesick and wanted to return home, his employer who had 
grown to like him, offered as a reward for staying with him, a tract of land 
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fora trifling sum. This particular tract of land he might have had for the 
asking, later became the site of the great city of Chicago. 

After his return home from I[linois, [lott Clark was married at the 
age of twenty-one, June 6, 1860, to Juha Ann Payne, a daughter of George 
Payne and wife, who, were pioncers of Putnam county, and)to this umon 
were born: two children, Laroma,and ~ Wilham Cortez. i/Laroma) married 
Abraham Zimmerman, now deceased, and has one daughter, Mabelle. = \Will- 
iam C., who is deceased, married Susie Little, and the four children born to 
this union all died in infancy. 

IIliott Clark was married the second time on January 24, 1878, to Susan 
A. Leffler, a daughter of Solomon and Christina (\Veidner) Lefiler, and to 
this second union were born two children, Alura and Charles, who died in 
infancy. Alura was married to John Welburn Guisbert, who died on April 
6, 1905, leaving his widow with one daughter, I'lorence Clark. Mr. Guisbert 
was a son of Samuel and [Iemma D. (Meyers) Guisbert. pioncer settlers of 
Seneca county, Ohio. John W. Guisbert came to Leipsic and established the 
leading store and while here he met and married Alura Clark. After his 
death, the business was sold to Albert Wise. 

Solomon Leffler, the father of Mr. Clark’s second wife, was born on 
February 8, 1808, in Shelby county, Ohio, and died on February 25, 1897. 
His wife, Christina Weidner, was born in \Wurttemberg, Germany, on May 
19, 1815, and came with her parents to ‘America, at the age of sixteen, to 
avoid being forced into a marriage with her cousin. Mr. Leffler and his 
wife were the parents of sixteen children, two of whom died in infancy. 


MES LEAN PF. VALE. 


A woman of unusual accomplishments is Mrs. Jean P. Vale, the editor 
and manager of the Ottawa Gazette. Born and reared in Ottawa, of ex- 
cellent parentage, she graduated from the local high school and then began 
the teaching of school and music. She began when a young girl to take 
music and has been interested in music all of her life. .After her marriage 
to a newspaper man, she lived in various parts of the United States for 
seven years, going with her husband in search of his health. Ile was a news- 
paper man and his work took him to the daily papers in large cities, and in 
this way Mrs. Vale became interested in newspaper work. After her hus- 






itd) cid er Yi, ra) 
rh ORB igh) a vdeo drove oil 
oil) i herp ey Aigh) oink, varondlt fort 
ero) Ta. rortonsh, “onus uh, pital at 008t a) 
ree a reassured to rah uy ‘ysowe Orly i 
hoirien, arinrint, . 39120? cmttiV baw nents” aortas. Owl: “pid 
AW! ollodalt aay att) eistl ier eens: wb woul: vogeesenceS orusetierel A 
bas al iid pine hotrisim .boenooob at onlw no net 
| ¥ onsen ni beth {ls mobo elit 
cists a (10 orenit bacyae ait} harrupat gw el MOiTTE iS 


ot bow rallat Crombie) gaiderih) rus momolod jo votihguab 6 iaifiod J 
‘ni beth orv. .2 aghisl bas grata nab on owt aod oo motets bindose | 
mo bath osdvy arodaind nimdlo ll guider, ot bottisin enw swith, Reuai 
prodeingd). Le aield aoriotol 4 aaidguab aso clit wobiw ais yeti nol FOO Is pe 
Yo sol joe OHO radar) (aol) nie sprnert brs thine jo 02. B 26m 
git Horeidoias, bre otegtt.t Oo} itt srodbini) AME stool, iO. JONOD & ‘ 
vist vette, all gant. bomen bas ten edo aficl ye bing gode -geitbaol 
: - ge vodbA of bloe eau aperiand orld aba! 
mw erro egw ative uinivane eth) ali io sorta} 1 ont vraifioT martolod. 
NOBL FS: rapirne’l MO: bai bre ,onkQ. oetenso% ydlodé ot B81 (B riot 
yolh no penetra) sgrodem idl ni od ag. ‘ont! Wy, sutierul, ay oti 4 
of yngelnie. 1 9B8 add. is, gotronn ls od alate yor tw ortth. Deus eat e 
eit) bes tolliad 214, piano sort yi i FOR Prine 6 Ont hooiol yatiod ‘Wiow 
senate at bat, aroskyy io owl cnontitiah pontxie io hoot ait STII oN 


ath vod biel gyeatt 



















































liye ith 


a sy nents Pree td 


o) riod aoiblids mot om 


ree OF SXBL nes 





ling A, 





amt shbadaenesiete apa egou ie corn reer nopubabacmie ieiik aati il 


sariel ny wnat vient’? 


solibs oft ole¥ AL neal, ok at esssineatasaaneien: panine he matttow ree 
stteen?) aventtO old) to) tegemet hea 


«3 Yo ,swenO! nl bores ban g1oul 
aasged ftorlt bas loose” ‘gin! Isol ‘orl riott boibabaty sila sgeimusd: inaliga, | 
ols 


gant Ob hig atnioy 8 test raga’ gle | TRUE bas. loosloe he yerislosod 
oyalrusct matt todtet Cae rok te ih: oieryrrt belesrottd regal. essid Joe 
nol” eter baieU. ‘ott ho erg” ‘erent Tey a pss a rela roqnqenon 8. 
ait Lalo bei of brsden i ergy 19) 





cual sapw 5T1 Haheo 
gt Deve: asta. sgral’ al ets 
eh anh a hiened "ioe vn 





PUTNAM COUNTY, OHIO. 889: 


band’s death, in 1902, she became interested in the establishment of libraries 
for one of the large book companies of Toledo, Ohio, and here demonstrated 
wonderful capacity for work. She was determined to give her daughter a 
dramatic education, and with this end in view, made almost superhuman 
efforts to maintain her daughter in a school in New York City. She has 
the satisfaction of knowing that her daughter graduated with distinction 
and has filled an important place in the theatrical world. For the past few 
years Mrs. Vale has been the editor and general manager of the Oftawa 
Gazette, and in addition to the general editorial management of this paper, 
she does an immense amount of work on the outside. In fact, she is a 
woman whose versatility is indeed remarkable, and this brief review can but 
memorize her achievements. 

Mrs. Jean P. Vale was born in Ottawa, Ohio, in the hotel which was. 
then owned by her parents. She is a daughter of Day and [Elizabeth (Davis) 
Pugh. THér father was a native of West Virginia, and of Welsh and Scot- 
tish ancestry on both his father’s and mother’s side. He was a lawver and 
practiced his profession at Ottawa for nearly twenty years. Elizabeth Davis 
was a native of Pennsylvania and survived her husband several years in 
Ottawa. 

Mrs. Jean P. Vale was reared in Ottawa and graduated from the local 
high school in 1880, when Professor Del*ord was superintendent. [arly in 
her childhood days, her parents began to give her music lessons, and after she 
graduated from the high school, she began to teach music at Leipsic and 
at Belmore, and also taught in the public schools of West Leipsic for two: 
years. 

Jean P. Pugh was married on July 6, 1884, to Edmond L. Vale, 
and for seven years after their marriage, lived in various parts of the United 
States. Her husband was in poor health, and in addition to seeking news- 
paper work in large cities, was also looking for a more salubrious climate in 
which to live. It was while working with her husband that Mrs. Vale first 
became interested in newspaper work. After seven years of traveling over 
the United States, Mr. and Mrs. Vale located at Columbus Grove, in Put- 
nam county, Ohio, where Mr. Vale bought the Putnam County Vidette 
and operated that paper for about nine years. Tle was appointed postmaster 
of Columbus Grove in 1897, and held that position until his death in Noyem- 


ber, 1902. THe died very suddenly, being sick only about six hours before 
his death. He was a member of the ree and Accepted Masons, the Royal 
Arcanum, the Modern Woodmen and several other fraternal orders. After 
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his death, Mrs. Vale continued to manage the postoffice, until a successor 


could be appointed. 


Mrs. Jean P. Vale was left with one daughter, Helene, and it was her 


dearest ambition to give her daughter a good education. With this end in 


view she leased the newspaper, which her husband had been managing, and 
went to New York City with her daughter to give her a dramatic education. 


She placed her daughter in the American Academy of Dramatic Art in New 


York and expected to get work of some kind in the city in order to support 
herself and daughter while the latter was finishing her education. She had 
expected to get employment in a music or art store, but could not find just 
what she wanted. However, she was determined to succeed, and it was not 
until after the holidays that she found a place to work. It was not even 
office work, but it offered her steady employment at a fair wage. She found 
a place where she could make patterns in a pattern factory and in this way 
secured enough money to maintain herself and daughter until the latter com- 
pleted her course. 

After her daughter graduated from the American Academy of Dramatic 
Art 11 New York City, Mrs. Vale returned to Columbus Grove and managed 
the Hidette for about a year and a half, at which time she sold the paper 
to Krank Ward, and went to Toledo, and took a position with Brown, Eager 
& Hall, the largest book concern of that city. At the time she took this posi- 
tion her daughter was in a hospital and required the attendance of nurses day 


and night, and it was the direst necessity which spurred the mother to find 


something to do in order to take care of her daughter. The position which 
she accepted with the book company had been considered exclusively a man’s 
field, and she was the first woman the company had ever placed on the road. 
She secured the position by answering an advertisement for a man, and, in 
fact, before she secured this position, she answered at least a hundred ad- 
vertisements asking for men. This position necessitated her traveling 
throughout the country, establishing libraries, and when on the road she 
frequently walked as far as four miles into the country to see members of 
committees with whom she had to deal. After spending three and one-half 
months on the road for this company, they offered her a position in the store 
at ‘Toledo, where she was given charge of one of the book departments. She 
remained six months longer with this company and then returned to Put- 
ham county, and entered the office of the Ottawa Gazette, and has been 
connected with this newspaper ever since. A few years ago, the paper was 


sold to a stock company, and the directors placed Mrs, Vale in complete 
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charge of the paper, and since that time she has acted both as editor and 
anager. 

In addition to editorial duties on this paper, she is correspondent for ten 
newspapers and writes club papers for a clientage extending throughout Ohio 
and into many neighboring states. She writes addresses of welcome, formal 
addresses and papers on all sorts of topics requiring research work. In 
addition to her manifold duties as a newspaper writer, she has also taught 
instrumental, as well as vocal music. She is an accomplished vocalist and 
has a contralto voice with a range of more than two octaves, ranging from 
Ie-flat below middle C to F above. She has sung for several years in choirs 
and quartettes from Iowa to Ohio. She has written much verse which has 
been put to music, and among other songs has written a love song, entitled, 
“Surrender Your Heart to Me,’ a song which she composed so uncon- 
sciously that she at first thought she had probably heard it elsewhere. 
Versification comes very easily to her and much of ler poetry has real 
literary merit. Limericks, songs, sonnets and beautiful sentiments for post- 
eards flow from her fluent pen with little effort. She has a facility of ex- 
pression which gives a poetic charm to that which others would pass by as 
commonplace. 

Mrs. Jean P. Vale is an incessant worker, and has little use for the idler 
in life. When she was teaching music, she taught all day steadily and 
allowed herself eighteen minutes for dinner, and after spending a similar 
leiteth of time at the supper table, she continued teaching in the evening. 
She has accomplished so much because she has worked for it. Much of her 
hard work in her earlier years was inspired by the promptings of necessity, 
and by the desire on her part to give her daughter a good education. AI- 
though Mrs. Vale has shown the ability to do a man’s work, yet she is 
neither masculine in looks nor manner, but maintains her distinctive womanly 
charm. 

This brief resume of Mrs. Vale’s life cannot be dismissed without say- 
ing something concerning her accomplished daughter. Tlelene is a beautiful 
girl of marked theatrical ability. She has spent several years on the stage, 
although she 1s at the present time engaged in giving readings. She started 
out as a member of the Military Octette, in the Laskey-Rolfe production, 
and was with this company for several years. Later, she played with a stock 
company in Toledo and Brooklyn. Tor some time she was on the WKeith 
vaudeville circuit and made the larger cities of the East and Middle West. 
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FRANK GIESKEN. 


The student interested in the history of Putnam county does not have 
to carry his investigations far into its annals before learning that [rank 
Giesken has long been one of its leading citizens in agriculture, stock raising 
and business, and that his labors have been a potent force in making this a 
rich, agricultural region. or several decades he has carried on general 
farming, gradually improving much valuable land which he owns, and, while 
Mr. Giesken has prospered, he has also found the time, opportunity and 
inclination to assist in the material and civic development of Putnam county. 

Frank Giesken was born on December 26, 1860, in the southeastern 
part of Greensburg township, where he now lives. He is the son of John 
and Clementine (Rieman) Giesken, the former born in Hanover, Germany, 
in 1805. John Giesken came to America in 1835 and worked two months 
in Butfalo, after which he came to Toledo and there cut cord wood on the 
site of what 1s now Summer street. It was then covered with timber. Mr. 
Giesken could have purchased the land for two dollars and fifty cents an acre 
at that time, but decided to come on to Glandorf, Putnam county, which was 
as good a town or better than Toledo. After one winter in Toledo, he came 
on to Glandorf in the spring of 1836, walking from Toledo. In Putnam 
county he purchased eighty acres in the southeast part of Greensburg town- 
ship. All of this land was covered with timber and Mr. Giesken passed 
through the toil and hardships necessary to the pioneer life of this community. 
Here he made his permanent home and in time purchased eighty acres more. 
TTe was a life-long farmer. He married Clementine Rieman, who was born 
in Oldenburg, Germany in 1819, and came to America in 1830 with her 
parents. They landed in Baltimore and traveled from Baltimore to Pitts- 
burgh with a four-mule team to haul their baggage. Clementine Rieman 
walked all the way from Baltimore to Pittsburgh with her parents. From 
Pittsburgh they came by boat to Cincinnati, where she lived until seventeen 
years old, attending school there. From Cincinnati the family moved to 
Putnam county on foot, from which place it required a week to walk to 
Glandorf, and after arriving in Putnam county, the family located along the 
west line of Ottawa township, where her parents made their permanent 
home. 

Frank Giesken is one of five sons and five daughters born to his parents, 
John, deceased, who made his home in Missouri; Elizabeth, the widow of 
Joseph Lemkuhle, of Kalida; Clara, deceased, who was the wife of TTenry 
Mrede and lived in Missouri; TTenry, of Monterey township; Mary, who 
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died at the age of two and one-half years; Catherine, deceased, who was the 
wife of Joseph I*'rede and lived in Missouri; Clementine, deceased, who was 
the wife of Charles [ickholt and lived in Missouri; Joseph, deceased, who 
lived in Monterey township; I'rank, of Greensburg township; and Barney, 
of Shepherd, Michigan. 

The father of these children died on June 29, 1892, and the mother 
followed him on December 17, 1905. The father was eighty-seven years old 
and the mother about the same age at the time of their deaths. She-was 
well preserved and had her second eyesight at the time of her death. She 
was also able to use a needle. Both the father and mother were unusually 
well educated and especially well versed in the Bible. Both had wonderful 
memories. 

Irank Giesken grew up on the home farm, and, in 1900, was married 
to [lizabeth Flalker, who was born two miles south of Glandorf on a farm. 
She is the daughter of Wilham and Louisa (Vogeding) FHalker, whose 
family history is given in connection with that of Mrs. Giesken’s brother, 
George Halker. To Mr. and Mrs. Giesken, eight children have been born, 
Anna, who, died at the age of sixteen montlis, Mary, Veronica, Frances, 
Harry, Lawrence, Clara and Leo. 

Since his marriage, Mr. Giesken has farmed the home farm where he 
was born. He has purchased more land and now has three hundred and 
fifty-six acres and has lately bought fifty-eight acres in addition, making a 
total of four hundred and fourteen acres. He has remodeled his house and 
barn and has one of the finest farms in Putnam county. The house is heated 
with hot water and is modern throughout. Mr. Giesken has also built fine 
large barns, and has a splendid tarm. in every respect. He has made a 
specialty of registered Percheron horses and makes a business of raising 
them for the market. He also raises pedigreed Shorthorn dairy cattle. Mr. 
Giesken has been raising thoroughbred horses for about eight years, but 
has just began to specialize in thoroughbred cattle. He has about fifteen 
head at the present time. He has had wonderful success with his horses, 
having sold several two and three-year-old colts for five and six hundred 
dollars apiece. His horses are better than some that have sold for more than 
two thousand dollars. 

lor the past eight years, Mr. Giesken has been interested in the hard- 
ware business and is a member of the firm of Fisher & Giesken at Glandorf, 
who handle hardware of all kinds, building material, automobiles and farm 
implements. This firm does a large and flourishing business in) Putnam 


‘county. 
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Frank Giesken has taken an active interest in public affairs through- 
out his life. He has served as township trustee, as township assessor and 
was a member of the school board for seventeen years. le is now a member 
of the county school board and has held other appointive county offices. 
The Giesken family belong to the Catholic church at Glandorf and Mr, 
Giesken is a member of the Nmights of Columbus. [le is well known as one 
of the leading and progressive farmers in Putnam county and stands high 
in the estimation of the people of this county, a standing which he richly 
deserves for his many good works and high-minded ideals of American 
citizenship. 


OHSTAIN Tole MEP Ie 


The stability and prosperity of any community is determined largely 
by the character of the business men in whose hands the life of the com- 
munity, to a great extent, lies. This responsibility rests even more heavily 
on the younger business men, for on them depends the future prosperity of 
the community, and it is their integrity and energy which will determine the 
standard of citizenship which the community is to maintain. In this respect, 
Riley township, Putnam county, Ohio, 1s indeed fortunate in numbering 
among its younger and rising business men many whose integrity cannot 
be questioned and whose energy and business enterprise 1s being daily dem- 
onstrated. Of these the subject of this sketch, Julian Nempft, is an excel- 
lent example. 

Juhan Kempf was born on March 20, 1883, in Pandora, Riley town- 
ship, Putnam county, Ohio, a son of Rudolph and Anna (\Wehrley) Kempf. 
Rudolph Kempf was born in Berne, Switzerland, April g, 1852, and died 
in Pandora, Putnam county, August 21, 1914.. He was a son of Christian 
and Mary Kempf. : 

Christian Kempf, about whom little is known, operated a tile mill in 
Switzerland. He and his wife were the parents of sixteen children, nine of 
whom were boys and seven girls. 

Rudolph Kempf came to America in 1868, when he was twenty-one 
vears of age. Fle came direct to Ripley township, Putnam county, where 
he remained for about three years. During that time he was employed on 
the farms of Daniel King and Isaac Hilty. He was then recalled to Switzer- 
land on account of his mother’s death. Shortly afterward he returned to 


this country and again resumed farm work, in which he continued until the 
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time of his marriage, October 2, 1881. He married Anna Wehrley, who 
was born in Riley township, Putnam county, in March, 1855, a daughter of 
Anthony and Catherine (Suter) Welrley. tler father was a native ot 
Switzerland and her mother was born in Riley township. 

After his marriage, Rudolph Kempf entered the quarry business and 
conducted a stone quarry, which had formerly been known as the IJlart 
stone quarry. He remained in that business for several years and then en- 
tered the mereantile business, at Pandora, in which business: he remained 
for several years. When Julian Kempf was six or seven years of age, Ru- 
dolph Kempf engaged in the restaurant and meat business for about three 
years: lor the next ten ‘or twelve’ yeans«he) operated, a «ray line, and was 
then appointed township road supervisor, which position he held until his 
death, about five years later. | 

Kudolph and Anna (Wehrley) Kempf were the parents of two chil- 
dren, Mary and Julian. Mary is now the wife of Noah Schumacher, and 
lhves at Pandora: Whey are the parents of three children. 

Julian Kempf spent his childhood and youth in Pandora, where he at- 
tended the common schools and the high school. After he had completed 
his studies, he began his business career by assuming charge of his father’s. 
dray line, in which business he remained four years, or until August, 1904, 
when he entered the employment of the Pandora Milling Company. 

His first duties with the nulling company were of a minor character, 
hut, as he proved his. efficiency, he was given more responsible duties, and at 
the end of two years was put in charge of the company’s accounts. At that 
tine he was also made secretary of the company, a position which he still 
holds. 

On January 4, 1904, he married Eva Frantz, of Gilboa, a daughter of 
Wilham W. and Elizabeth (Hoskinson) I'rantz. She was born at Gilboa, 
Olio, October 15, 1882. She attended the public schools of Gilboa and _ re- 
mained with her parents until the time of her marriage. The details of her 
family history are given in the sketches of her brother, William Pratt 
Frantz, and Irantz Brothers, which appear elsewhere in this volume. 

To Julian and Eva (Frantz) Kempf have been born two children, ran- 
eis, Who was born on November 26, 1911, and Elizabeth, who was born on 
January 31, 1915. Mr. Nempf is a supporter of the Democratic party and 
has taken an active interest in the political affairs of his community. He 
has been twice elected town councilman, and was appointed clerk of the cor- 
poration to fill out an unexpired term, discharging the duties of the office 


so satisfactorily that he was later elected to the office. 
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Julian Kempf is a clean-cut and progressive young business man of 
unquestioned integrity. [He is junior member of the firm of Steiner, Hilty 
& Kempf, who operate the Pandora Milling Company, a position into which 
he gradually worked himself by keen and efficient business ability. Ile 1s 
popular with all who know him and is a prominent member of his com- 
munity. 


FRED A. HERMILLER. 


Among the representative farmers of Greensburg township, Putnam 
county, Ohio, there is none who occupies a more highly respected position 
than Fred A. Hermiller, a young farmer of this township. As a self-made 
man, he stands as a shining example of what may be accomplished by hard, 
conscientious work and strict attention to business. The farmers of this 
country have always been the bone and sinew of the land and they will con- 
tinue to be so for many generations to come. Mr. Hermiller is one of those 
young men who has appreciated the present-day opportunities of the farmer 
and he is devoting his life assiduously to his chosen profession and business. 
He is a young man who believes strongly in public improvements, also be- 
lieves in maintaining his farm in a good state of cultivation, and has made 
an unusual success for the comparatively short time he has been engaged in 
farming. 

‘red A. Hermiller was born in Union township, Putnam county, Ohio, 
January 16, 1892. Ile is the son of William and Philomena (Recker) Ter- 
miller. William [fernuller was born in January, 1858, in Ottawa township, 
and died on November 24, 1910. He was reared as a farmer and educated 
in the Ottawa township schools. He remained on his father’s farm until 
lis marriage to Philomena Recker. After his marriage, he moved to Union 
township, where he had purchased eighty acres of land. Subsequently, he 
added to this farm until he had over four hundred acres, or about four hun- 
dred and twenty-five acres, at the time of his death. Throughout his life, 
he was a hard worker. He cleared a good portion of his land and farm until 
his death. His wife, who, before her marriage, was Philomena Recker, was 
also a native of Ottawa township. Tler parents were Henry Recker and 
wife, natives of Germany, who settled in Ottawa township, Putnam county, 
in pioneer times. They underwent the privations of pioneer life and of 
home-buillding in the wilderness: They were accustomed to the howl of 


wolves and the yells of the Indians. Mrs. Philomena Tlermiller. survived 
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her husband and lives on the homestead in Union township. She had been 
an excellent mother and a hard worker all of her life. She has played her 
part in building up the family fortune and in rearing her children. Having 
assisted nobly in this work, she now enjoys the satisfaction of knowing that 
her children are well provided for. 

William) and Philomena Recker had eight children, Benjamin, Louis, 
I*red, the subject of this sketch, William, Herman, Mary, John. and Denia. 
The last hve named live on the honie farm in Union.township. Benjamin, 
who is a farmer in Union township, married Elzabeth Verhotf and has one 
daughter, Marcella; Louis, who is a farmer in Palmer township, married 
Mary Hannaman, and has one daughter, Marcella. Waullam Hermiller was 
a Democrat but never held office. He was a member of the Catholic church 
at Glandorf, where all the members of the Hermuller family are identified. 

I*red A. Hermiller was educated in the Union township public schools. 
He remained on his father’s farm until his marriage, after which time he 
moved to his present farm in Greensburg township. He purchased seventy- 
eieht acres from his father’s estate and most of the buildings were erected 
on the farm when he came to it. He has made many additional improve- 
ments, and keeps the farm under a fair state of cultivation. Mr. Hermiller 
purchased the farm in August, 1914, and was married in the spring of the 
samme: year /h 

Pred A. Hermuller was married on June 2, 1914, to Amalia Hannaman, 
who was born in Union township, Putnam county, September 12, 1893. She 
is the daughter of Barney and Anna (Rolfes) Hannaman. Barney Hanna- 
man was born in Glandorf, Germany, and came to America, with a colony, 
at the age of cighteen years, to escape the army services in Germany. He 
settled in Ottawa township, Putnam county, which at that time was heavily 
timbered. [Te played his part in building up the settlement in this township. 
He worked on a farm until his marriage and afterward bought a farm in 
Union township, consisting of forty acres. He farmed this and added to 
it until he had accumulated one hundred and ninety-five acres. He still lives 
on this farm. Mrs. Anna Hannaman was born in Germany and came to 
America alone when about twenty-two years old. She was educated in Ger- 
many. She settled in Ottawa township, Putnam county, near Glandorf, 
where she was married. She is still living on the homestead farm in Union 
township. Barney and Anna Hannaman reared a family of six children, 
Mrs. Henry Jerwers, of Union township; Frank, who lives on the home 
farm; Milea, the wife of Mr. Hermiller; Mrs. Louis Hermiller. of Palmer 
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township; Clementine and Joseph, who live at home. The Hannaman fan- 
ily are all members of the Catholic church at Glandorf. Mr. Hannaman ts 
a Democrat. 

Fred A. Hermiller is not a member of any lodge and has held no offices. 
He is identified with the Democratic party, and together with his wife, are 
members of the St. Nicholas Catholic church at Miller City. They have no 
children. Mrs. Hermiller was educated in the township schools of Union 
township and lived on her father’s farm until she’ was married. I*red A. 
Hermiller is a congenial, industrious farmer, well-liked and possessed of a 
sterling character. He is favorably known in this community and comes of 
old pioneer stock. 


WILLIAM, Fy. VERHOFFP. 


The record of the gentlenan whose name introduces this article, con- 
tains no exciting chapter of tragic events, but is replete with well-defined 
purposes, which, carried to successful issue, have won for him an influential 
place in business circles and high personal standing among his fellow citizens. 
His life work has been of unceasing industry and perseverance and the 
systematic and honorable methods which he has ever followed have resulted 
not only in gaining the confidence of those with whom he has had dealings, 
but also in the building up of a farming estate of fair proportions. 

Wilham F. Verhoff is the son of Theodore and Elizabeth (Egbers) 
Verhoff and was born on August 22, 1866, in Greensburg township, Putnam 
county, Ohio. The father was born on June 17, 1838, and is the son of 
Francis and Mary (Kramer) Verhoff, early settlers in Putnam county, Ohio, 
a complete sketch of whom is given elsewhere in this biographical work. 

The subject of this review was reared under the parental roof and se- 
cured his education in the schools of Greensburg township, Putnam county, 
Ohio. Upon attaining mature years he decided to continue farming, and, on 
April 22, 1891, was married to Agnes Lemper, born on November 19, 1866, 
daughter of William J. Lemper and wife. Mrs. Verhotf's parents were 
natives of Germany, leaving there in 1867, emigrating to this country’ 
and settling on a farm four miles west of the town of Glandorf, Putnam 
county, Ohio. To them were born five children, Theresia, Clara, William, 
Aenes and Mary. Clara was married to William TT. idelbrook and now 
resides on a farm one and one-half miles south of the town of Kalida, Ohio: 
Wilham was married to elena Wortman, who is now living in Saginaw, 
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Michigan; Mary Leper was married to Barney Verhoff and resides in Greens- 
burg township, Putnam county, Ohio. 

After the marriage of Agnes Lemper to William F, Verhoff, they re- 
moved to the farm which formerly belonged to her father, Wilham Lemper, 
and to them were born seven children, names and birth dates as follow: Ben, 
on March g, 1892; Joseph, on December 29, 1893; Adcla, on October 18, 
1895; Martha, on April 12, 1899; George, on June 23, 1903; -\manda, on 
July 7, 19007; Agnes, on September 27, 1914. Oi these children, Ben was 
married on October 29, 1913, to Theresa Rahrig, daughter of Frank Rahrig 
and wife, who reside six miles south of the town of Gratton, Lorain county, 
Ohio. 

William F. Verhoff is the owner of one hundred sixty acres of good 
farm land, in Greensburg township, Putnam county, Ohio, and, with his 
wife, has made this place their home for the past eight years. Desiring to 
gain a little more farming land for special purposes he recently acquired a 
tract consisting of eighty acres near the town of Owosso, Michigan. The 
son, Ben, and wife make their home on a farm near Owosso, and are fol- 
lowing out the example of thrift and industry set for them. Thus far, 
the life of Ben Verhoff has been one of strenuous activity and by reason of 
his ambition it is predicted by his many friends that he will occupy a place of 
great usefulness and distinction at no late date in the future. The entire 
family are devout and practical members of St. John’s Catholic church 
Glandorf, Ohio, and socially move in the very best circles of this region. 


PENA ney. 


The history of a county or state, as well as that of a nation, 1s chiefly 
a chronicle of the lives and deeds of those who have conferred honor and 
dignity upon society. The world judges the character of a community by 
those of its representative citizens, and yields its tribute of admiration and 
respect to those whose words and actions constitute the record of a state’s 
prosperity and pride. Among the prominent citizens of Putnam county, 
Ohio, who are well known because of the part they have taken in the com- 
munity life, as well as the fact that they come from an old and honored 
family, is Henry Hilty, a prominent farmer and stockman of Riley town- 
ship. 

Henry Hilty was born on April 19, 1868, in Riley township, Putnam 
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county, Ohio. He is a son of Isaac and Annie (Blosser) Hilty, whose fam- 
ily history may be found in the life story of Isaac Hilty, contained else- 
where in this volume. 

Henry Hilty was born on the old Hilty homestead northwest of Pan- 
dora, and here he spent his childhood, attending the common schools of 
Pandora. After finishing school he continued to assist his father on the 
farm and in the saw-mill until he was twenty-four years of age, at which 
time he was married. After his marriage he started farming for himself,- 
one and one-half miles north of Pandora, where he rented the Abrahany 
Lichty farm. Here he remained for two years and then removed to a farm 
two miles southeast of Columbus Grove. This farm was owned by Theo- 
dore Kuneke, and here. Mr. Hilty remained three years... He then moved 
to the old homestead farm and operated his father’s stone quarry for four 
years. Subsequently, Mr. Hilty purchased a farm of his own, comprising 
one hundred acres, located two nules northwest of Pandora. This farm is 
well improved, has a modern, ten-room residence, large and commodious, 
and other outbuildings in keepine with the large and imposing house. Mr. 
Tilty has always been a general farmer, but he has made a specialty of the 
‘aising and breeding of Percheron horses and Shorthorn cattle. [le received 
the first prize for a yearling Percheron stallion at the county fair in 1913. 

Henry Hilty was married on November 17, 1891, to Sarah Ann Zim- 
merman, who was born one and one-half miles east of Pandora, January, 
I, 1868. She is a daughter of Jacob and Fannie (Amstutz) Zimmerman. 
Mrs. Hilty spent her childhood and youth with her parents, with whom she 
remained until the time of her marriage. 

Mrs. [lilty’s father, Jacob Zimmerman, was born in Tulton county, 
Ohio, January, 1844, and diéd at Pandora, July 17, 1912. He was a son 
of John and Fannie Zimmerman, both natives of Switzerland. They had 
four children before coming to America, a fifth child dying on the voyage 
across the Atlantic. ‘Phey came direct to Fulton county, Ohio, where John 
7unmerman probably entered government land, and after the children grew 
to maturity they removed to: llenry county, Olio, where Mrs. Zimmerman 
died, and Mr. Zimmerman was married a second time, to a Miss Schwartz, 
and to this union there were five daughters and five sons born, one of whom 
was Jacob Zimmerman, the father of Mrs. Flilty. Jacob Zimmerman was 
reared in Itulton county and came to Putnam county as a young man, where 
he was married to Barbara Amstutz, a daughter of Christian Amstutz and 
wife, and to this union one child was born, Christian. After the birth of 
this child Mrs. Zitumerman died, and Jacob Zimmerman then returned. to 




















































) " y 


“frie 9 pet ‘(aver \ ng hey ‘ee w te 
~itlo boaisnto? Rete ea to wrote, tit | ¢ 


sant 10 terutltion paoteatnod ernie hie Ly he 
Yo eloorloe momunge ott geibeaays, ibooifiliv @ 


roddist aut aie of hountiniog on “Yoorkya att 


old fu | 
il Vives Himeense 5 ip ni yee aoe 


hotiw. #6 2°98 10 2189, not gariaw aw 9 
Veer rot gcmcarys | honsie oil. SORUTUBEE ail none borna apr “oil bay 


ott} hoist on siodlyy robnig'l to Aon, gelirt ‘ed-on0 bate nie 
cris) & Od be’ porta roel brie ey OW), 40% baniscnat “ont a9 HL nel ae 
cod T vd horwo enw. Itt 1g) autT aero: anctersto) 10, segouoe aplica Ow 
eign, gots hominy. ylit aM ‘ond ‘bus ‘oa ) 
anol 0b yrisup anole arodint ail hotsteqo [ets righ ‘Daoteviton blo. 
yerler tg alo, ATWO vid to arts ie “horney net wie aM seinpaprediie oe 
at eerust beull ‘pobant Yo tes MOR eal ow poinout erb borbrad 
enoihornno bets, gore aouabtios (MOOT “194 aeraboutt g # i hy: vorgert 
AW weno gateoqettt bere ownel ail dtiw ‘oniqaod rh “zyitiblintino - sgthio b 
ait to wisiaage % olysutt asl oil gud aornast igioneg f cae eyawls antl 
hevisoet oll. altts» ii wihode | 18 neciot avidoraeL Yo : bend bine | 
£401 ai set Pare) gil) 10 aaillele 1 orodoraT gacilnay § i ol Oeil] ‘yer ¢ 
magticy cacl. lowe, 0}, 108) mae rodiaavo, tO boirism anny “out quel e 
“yan, “probes to ten aoslitet “Ysil-a1t0 bis a110 evil asa otlw it 
cngetrrorrnennis (xaterti®) ais’ bas doosk to” waitkgueb g et ode 8081 
ats coodw Hib gino verl ditw dino ens jworlblida tod droge wit ail 
| yostrnm tad to ort onl liven [actin 
veanoy nostnl at miodt gave eoscenenils dowel sorted eH aM ae 
oH .grot fa gull prohesd an boi bas peer Ls L ol 
brightest e) to aoetiart dod trate ec oberg’ 1, Jews, nilel,. to. 
so nyoy otbh (IO, BIHY Dy blige 1A. 6 mabrarei A. Od Aino soko worblids! aot, | 
silo] anostve OD MAILMIGD note op aaah otang: old. onl, wilt, RAOTIB, rm 
HOE buralan, sghivad reg ASAIN | 


very nothbals ont toate, een Japraal yrs 
terror. ‘sao yanlO, CHINO? inobt dh yauoneran xe ies ol 


meverioe, eath, 8D) rey base babs paw apATR AGATE 
moth oO game ened, Bio ‘y7A bas ervatitgush: 2 ovih vig oral, oie & 
per Merireggeenis dovel di salith, ahs te, soe) volt wa : 
snotty eas gnmen m eR NaAveD. «EIN. aH aR ‘oa, aera 
been stents, agiernt ho: raiehenah i sites —pruadhiit 1 ot hoitn 


eo dicik wdh walt hy panel) yerionl aa 
Visa bineutih seo cemrereangtt dona, ban, d 


sarod 


be Pont anil 8 





\ 


Mor fh @h ry 
bar yor | 











| ot 





PENA GOUN TY, OFMO. Qol 


Fulton county, where he remained for about one year. Subsequently he re- 
turned to Putnam county and married Mannie Amstutz, a miece of his first 
wife, and a daughter of John and Annie Amstutz, and to this union eleven 
children were born, five sons and six daughters. Sarah Ann, the eldest 
child, is now the wife of Ilenry Tlilty. Among the other children. were 
Menno, nwt, Noah, la, Edwin, Jacob, Levina, ‘annie and_lzra. 

Jacob Zimmerman was a farmer by occupation, and after his second 
marriage remained in Putnam county until his fourth chile was born, when 
he removed to Henry county, where he operated a farm for ten years. He 
then returned to Riley township, Putnam county, and for six years lived on 
a farm one mile west of Pandora, after which he removed to a farm one 
and one-half miles southeast of Pandora, where he lived for four years. 
After this he moved to Pandora, where he engaged.in the livery business and 
iy tearminee, Fle'died ‘suddenly on July 17, 1912. 

To-'Henry and ‘Sarah Ann (Zimmerman) Flilty three children have 
been born?’ Melvin; on January 30, 1893; Lester, November 13, 1897,.died 
on March 21, 1908; Gladys Elizabeth, August 3, 1905. 

Henry Hilty is independent in politics, and believes in supporting meas- 
ures and men rather than parties. He, with his wife, is a member of the 
Missionary church, in which they are both active. Mr. Hilty is a clean-cut 
and progressive farmer. [eis a man who is well known in Riley township, 
aman of splendid character, of untiring energy and of broad-minded, lib- 
eral views in all respects. 


IS ACM TY. 


The biographies of representative men of a county bring to light many 
hidden treasures of mind, character and courage, well calculated to arouse 
the pride of their family and of the community. It is a source of regret 
that the people are not more familiar with the personal history of such men 
in the ranks of whom may be found farmers, mechanics, teachers, lawyers, 
physicians, bankers and men of other professions and vocations. Isaac Hilty 
is distinctly one of the leading citizens of Putnam county, and as such has 
made his influence felt among his fellow men. Tle has earned a reputation 
for enterprise, integrity and honor that entitles him to worthy notice in a 
work of the nature of this volume. 

Tsaac Hilty was born in Richland township, Allen county, Ohio, on 
May 19, 1843, the son of Peter and Flizabeth (Neuenschwander) Hilty. 
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Peter [lilty was born in Switzerland, September 8, 1821, the son of Peter 
Hilty, Sr., and wife, the latter’s maiden name being Lugibihl. 

Peter Hilty, Sr., came to America in 1826, with his wife and five chil- 
dren. These children were John, Barbara, Peter, Catherine and Christian. 
On the voyage to America his wife died. Peter Hilty, Sr., came direct to 
Ohio and settled near Dalton, in Wayne county. Peter, Jr., was taken by 
the Lugibihl family to be cared for. They lived in Holmes county, near 
Winesburgh, and it was with this family that he lived until he reached 
manhood. Peter Hilty, Jr., came with the Lugibihl family to Putnam 
county in 1837. He was sixteen years old at this time, and continued to live 
with the Lugibihl family until he was married. 

Peter Hilty, Sr., worked on the Ohio & Erie canal, which was then 
being built in eastern Ohio. Little is known of his life, after coming to 
America, except that he owned a farm of eighty acres in Richland township, 
Allen county, and that he spent his declining years with his son, Peter, Jr., 
in Richland township. He died there in 1868 at a ripe old age, probably 
seventy-seven years of age. 

At the age of twenty, Peter Hilty, Jr., was married to [lizabeth Neuen- 
schwander, in the spring of 1841. She came to America with her parents 
when she was five years old. She was a native of Switzerland, and her 
people came to America, settling in Wayne county, in 1824. They later 
moved to Allen county, where they owned a farm of eighty acres. Peter 
Hilty, Jr., after his marriage, purchased a farm in Richland township, Allen 
county, and cleared and improved it. [le was a hard-working farmer, and 
in addition to general farming, he raised truck, such as potatoes and melons, 
for the Lima market. When he died, on April 8, 1892, he owned one hun- 
dred and twenty acres of land. In addition to this, he helped his children 
to get a start in the world, rendering them considerable financial assistance. 
He was a man of splendid character and a devoted member of the Men- 
nomte church, of which his wife was also a member. Peter and Elizabeth 
Milty had eleven children: Isaac, the subject of this sketch; John S.; Bar- 
bara; Catherine; Benjamin; Noah; Susan, who died in infancy; Mary, de- 
ceased; Peter 5.: Samuel and Elizabeth, deceased. Tsaac Hilty was the eldest 
child and his childhood and youth were spent on the old homestead in Rich- 
land township. Tere he received his early education and helped his father 
on the home place until he was twenty-three years old. 

Isaac Thilty was married on December 6, 1866, to Anna Blosser, a 
daughter of Henry and Catherine (Basinger) Blosser. After his marriage 
he moved to the old Blosser homestead, which he rented from his wife's 
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mother. This farm of one hundred and seventy-five acres he later pur- 
chased, and it is here that he still resides. 

Henry Blosser was the son of Henry and Magdalena (Shank) Blosser, 
who were natives of Virginia. Henry Blosser, Jr., was also a native of Vir- 
ginia and came to Putnam county, Olio, in 1837. He was a blacksmith by 
trade, and a mechanical genius. He was county surveyor of Putnam county 
for several years, and also did a great deal of surveying for private parties. 
He made all of his implements, including his compass, the needle of which 
he charged with a-lodestone found by his father in the Blue Ridge moun- 
tains of Virginia. Mr. Blosser finally devoted all of his time to farming, 
which occupation he followed until the time of his death, in 1863. His wife 
was a daughter of Christian and annie (Schuhmacher) Basinger, both na- 
tives of Switzerland, and who came to America in an early day. Christian 
Basinger first came to Virginia, landing at Alexandria, and went to live 
with the Blossers, who were rather wealthy for those days. It seems they 
had an extra farm, which was run down, and on this place they put young 


‘Christian in charge. He succeeded so well, in a few years, that when he 


settled with the proprietors, he received enough money to come to Ohio and 
start in for himself. He came first to Columbiana county, and, a short time 
later, removed to Putnam county, where he entered land from the govern- 
ment. 

After his marriage, Isaac Hilty became interested in the threshing busi- 
ness, which he followed successfully for about twenty years. He also oper- 
ated a stone quarry for several years, and for a period of eighteen or twenty 
years he operated a saw-mill. All of this business he carried on in addition 
to his operation of the farm. He-has been a.successful farmer and has al- 
ways done general farming and stock raising. 

To Isaac Hilty and Anna (Blosser) Flilty ten children have been born: 
Henry, Elizabeth, Catherine, Peter, Jessé, Sarah, Mary, Minnie, Aldine and 
Abraham. Henry, who lives in Riley township, Putnam county, married 
Sarah Zimmerman and has three children: Melvin; Tester, who died at the 
age of ten years, and Gladys. Elizabeth, after finishing her common school 
education, attended the Ohio State Normal at Ada, where she took a course 
in music. After this she attended the Bible Training Institute at Bluffton 
and fort Wayne, and was appointed to a post as a foreign missionary, go- 
ing to China in 1905, where she remained for six years, and, after a vaca- 
tion, she again resumed her work. In her efforts in behalf of humanity she 
has been very successful. Catherine, who died at the age of forty-one, was 
unmarried. Peter, who lives on the home place, married Dora Long and 
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has two children, Irvin and Margaret. Jesse, who lives in Pandora, mar- 
ried Rosella Rice and has one son, Aaron. Sarah died at the age of four 
years. Mary, who is unmarried and lives at home, after attending the com- 
mon and high schools, attended the Bible Training Institute at Fort Wayne 
for two years. Minnie, after graduating from the common and high schools, 
attended the Ohio State Normal School at Ada, after which for several 
years she taught school and attended the Fort Wayne Bible Training In- 
stitute. After completing this work, she joined her sister, Elizabeth, and 
went to her new field in China in 1913. Aldine. who lives at Lima, Ohio, 
married Delia Basinger and has two sons, I'rancis Harold and Warl [edward. 
He was graduated from the high school and taught school successtully for 
two years. He is now in the real estate business. Abraham, who lives at 
home, married Nettie Basinger and has two children, Cyril Stanley and Mar- 
ceille Elizabeth. 

Isaac Hilty is a Democrat, but he 1s more or less independent in his 
voting. He was township treasurer for several years and for about twenty 
years was school director. Ifor many years, also, he was a member of the 
school board and successfully discharged the duties of all of these offices. 
Mr. Hilty is a member of the Missionary church, of which his wife is also a 
member. He is a member of the missionary committee of that church, with 
headquarters at Ifort \Wayne, Indiana. He is a trustee of the association. 
Mr. Hilty is a fine type of Christian gentleman. He has been a successful 
farmer and is held in high esteem by all with whom he has been brought 
into contact in any way. He is a man, therefore, who is entitled to repre- 
sentation in this volume. 


REV .ALBERT «SGHL MACHER, 


There is no earthly station higher than the ministry of the Gospel, and 
no life can be more uplifting and grander than that which is devoted to the 
betterment of the human race, a life of sacrifice for the improvement of the 
brotherhood of man, one who is willing to cast aside all earthly crowns and 
laurels of fame, in order to follow in the footsteps of the lowly Nazarene. 
It is not possible to measure adequately the height, depth and breadth of 
such a life. Their influence continues to permeate the lives of others through 
succeeding generations; the ultimate influence cannot be known until the 
last great day when the trumpet shall sound and the dead shall be raised: in- 


corruptble. One of the self-sacrificing, ardent and true spirits that has been 
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a blessing to his community and who is now the pastor of the Grace Men- 
nonite church at Pandora, is Albert Schumacher. He 1s a young man who 
has been splendidly trained for the ministry and whose life forcibly ilus- 
trates what energy, integrity and fixed purpose can accomplish when ani- 
mated by noble aims and correct ideals. 

Albert Schumacher was born on September 25, 1883, in Richland town- 
ship, Allen, county, Ohio, the son of Christian P. and Regina (Steincr ) 
Schumacher, the former of whom was born on April 20, 1848, in Richland 
township, Allen county. Ele was the son of Peter and Magdalene (Suter ) 
Schumacher), .Peter..schumacher,.was. born mm, Basel, Switzerland, in, 1817,. 
and was the son of Christian Sehumacher and wife. Christian Schumacher, 
Sr., was a native.of Plorimont,, l'rance, and was a miller by trade. He aper- 
ated a mill at Basil, owned by a firm by the name of Forkhart, \Wise & Sons. 
The mill was located in the basement of the house in which Christian Schu- 
macher lived and was run, by, water from the Rhine river. Christian. Schu- 
macher, Sr., was in the employ of the above-named concern for about eigh- 
teen or nineteen years. This firm was among the wealthiest in Basel. Chris- 
tian Schumacher, Sr., was a trusted employe and a highly respected citizen. 
On leaving Switzerland he advertised his departure and welcomed all whom 
he nught owe to present their bills for payment. He came to .\merica with 
his son, Peter, the grandfather of the subject of this sketch, and spent his 
declining years with him. Peter was a minister in the Mennonite church 
and also a teacher in the schools of Ohio. He was a notary public and much 
sought for the drawing of legal papers. Peter came to America at the age 
of eightecn, in 1835. “An extensive account of the history of the Schu- 
macher family is to be found im the sketch of Christian Schumacher, con- 
tained elsewhere in this volume. | 

Albert Schumacher spent lis boyhood days on the old homestead farm 
in Richland township, Allen county. He received Ins early education in the 
district school and assisted his father on the home farm. He then spent 
one year in the high school at Bluffton and finished his academic studies 
at Bluffton College, graduating from the academic department in) 1904. 
After this he took two years more in the classical course, graduating from 
the Junior College in 1906. In that year he entered Oberlin College, where 
he completed his classical college course in 1oo8.  .\fter that he took a three- 
year theological course at Oberlin College and graduated from this depart- 
ment in Tort. .\fter completing his college work, Mr. Schumacher went 
abroad, visiting Gibraltar, Algiers, “\frica, Italy, Southern Tyrol,  Alsace- 
Lorraine, Switzerland, Ifrance, the Rhine valley, Belgium, London, Strat- 
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ford-on-Avon and Southampton. Two years later, on his return from 
abroad, he was married to Ilizabeth Weida, of Caledonia, Minnesota. This 
marriage took place on October 16, 1913. Mrs. Schumacher graduated with 
the class of 1911 from the Conservatory of Music at Oberlin, Ohio, special- 
izing in voice and piano. Mrs. Schumacher is the daughter of Owen I. 
and Jennie (Sweet) Weida, the former a native of Pennsylvania and the 
latter:.of -Ontario,! Canada: : : 

In the fall of tott Mr. Schumacher accepted the pastorate of the Grace 
Mennonite church at Pandora. He is a charter member of that church, 
which was organized in 1904, and it was considered fitting that at the com- 
pletion of his education he should be called to preside over the same church. 
Under his leadership the membership has increased from two hundred and 
twenty to three hundred and thirty, and the Sunday school now numbers 
three hundred and fifty. 

No young man-in Putnam county 1s more earnest in his life’s vocation, 
or more serious in his life’s purposes, than the Rev. Albert Schumacher. Tle 
has worked hard to equip himself for this vocation and he is expected to 
havea brilhantecareer. 


SAMUEL P. KROHN. 


The Union soldier, during the war between the states, builded wiser 
than he knew. Through four years of suffering and wasting hardship, 
through the horrors of prison and amid the shadows of death, he laid the 
superstructure of the greatest temple ever dedicated to human freedom. ‘The 
world looked on and called those soldiers sublime, for it was theirs to reach 
out the mighty arm of power and strike the chains from olf the slave, pre- 
serve the country from dissolution and the only flag that ever made tyrant 
tremble. l°or all the unmeasured deeds -the living present will never repay 
them. Attention and political power may be thrown at their feet, art and 
sculpture may preserve upon canvas, granite and bronze their unselfish 
deeds, history may commit to books and cold facts may give to the future 
the tale of their sufferings and triumphs, but to the children of the genera- 
tions yet unborn will it remain to record the full measure of apprectation 
and undying remembrance of the mamortal character carved out by the 
American soldiers of the early sixties, numbered among whom was Samuel 
P. Krohn, 

Samuel PL Wrohn and George W. Wrolin, brothers, enlisted in Com- 
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pany G, Twelfth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, the former on September 23, 
1863. Ile served in the Army of the Cumberland, and saw service in Wen- 
tucky, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia, North and South Carolina, 
Georgia, \labama, and, finally, in Tennessee, again. Ile was in many hard- 
fought battles, his last active service being in a raid lasting about sixty days. 
This campaign was known as the last great “Stoneman Raid.’ Samuel P.. 
Itrohn was under General Stoneman, and his company, which was attached 
to the first brigade under Colonel Palmer, was exceedingly active. Mr. 
Krohn’s brigade traveled hundreds of miles on this campaign. Gen. D. J. 
Cox, at Chicago, in 1868, referred to this final expedition in the following 
words: | 

“In March, 1865, General Stoneman made another important expedi- 
tion out of east Tennessee into southwestern Virginia and the Carolinas, 
destroving the railroads by which escape trom Richmond was possible tor 
Lees army and performed services which, but tor the tact that it Occurre i 
during the general crush of the rebellion, would have attracted universal at- 
tention. 

“A little later the same dashing horsemen had almost succeeded in 
capturing the person of Jefferson Davis, whose escort surrendered, but he 
himself, by changing his direction of flight toward the Atlantic coast. es- 
caped for the moment, but only to fall into the hands of General Wilson and 
his gallant troopers.” 

Samuel P. Krohn was born on April 4, 1848, just west of Pendleton, 
now Pandora, in: Riley township, Putnam county, Ohio. He is the son of 
Samuel and Sarah (Weaver) Kkrohn. Samuel Krohn, Sr., was born on 
February 10, 1817, in Northumberland county, Pennsylvania. He was the 
son of George and Margaret (I*ry) Krohn, the former a native of Penn- 
sylvania, of Germafi descent, who died in 1850, at Pendleton. Tlis wite, 


Margaret Fry, before her marriage, also died at Pendleton, on January 25 
1871. Both of them passed the last days of their life at the home of Samuel 
Krohn, “Sr. 7 

George Krohn came to Ohio from Pennsylvania when Samuel Krohn, 
Sr., was a young man. Fle first located at Stratton, Delaware county, Ohio, 
where he operated a grist-mill. Later he moved to Butler county, where he 
was engaged in the milling business. He lived near Jacksonburg while a 
resident of Butler county. After a few years, in 1844, he came to Putnam 
county. 

Samuel Wrohn, Sr. was married ain’ Butler county, Ohio. to Sarah 
Weaver, daughter of Tlenry and Margaret: (Sarver) Weaver. Mrs. Sam- 
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uel Krohn, Sr., was born on September 17, 1820, and was married on No- 
vember 11, 1841. At this time Samuel Krohn, Sr., was twenty-four years 
old. Henry Weaver was a pioneer of Butler county, Ohio, and a farmer. 
In early life he was a soldier in the War of 1812, and marched through. 
western Ohio with the United States soldiers who were engaged in clear- 
ing the territory of the Indians. During this march he discovered the good 
land here, and later returned and entered land from the government just 
northwest of where Pandora now stands. 

By his first marriage Samuel Krohn, Sr., was the father of eight chi- 
drentaGeorce \Wovas born. oi september 13,1842; Margaret, January 5, 
(o44itenty; wNovemben 20) we45> Samuel P-is the subject of this sketch; 
lizabeth, July 29; 1849; Martin, September 17, 1853; David, November 
2oyes7, and died at the ace ;of seven years, while -Saraly Ay was born. on 
hane wis, 1“s6o.. Sanne Nrohn, Sr; was married the second tine, on De- 
cember 22, 1864, to the sister of his first wife, Madeline Weaver. She was 
born on July 3, 1837. By this second marriage one son, Edward, was bom 
on December: 3, 1868: 

Samuel Krohn, Sr., was trustee of Riley township for four years and 
treasurer for six years. He was a man, therefore, of exceptional prominence 
in the community where he hved. When he first came to Putnam county, 
in 1844, he settled on the place of Henry Weaver, his father-in-law, which 
he had purchased a few months before. He lived on this farm until his 
death on April 6, 1886. He engaged in general farming and also owned 
and operated grist-mills, as well as saw-mills. At the time of his death he 
owned about two hundred and eighty acres of Jand. Tle was a Democrat 
in politics and a member of the German Lutheran church. 

His son, Samuel P. Krohn, the subject of this sketch, received his early 
education in the typical log cabin school, and helped his father on the farin. 
Samuel P., Jr., was only fifteen years old when he enlisted in the army of 
the Union to preserve the republic, but, despite his youth, he acquitted him- 
self with exceptional credit in the service of lis country. After the war he 
came home and remained with his parents, working on the old homestead 
farm. At the age of twenty-one Mr. Krohn was married to Luey A. Day, 


the daughter of Dr. Hriam and Harriet (Pierce) Day. Vhe marriage took 
place on. December 23, 1869. . After his marriage Mr. Kohn farmed his 


father’s place for two years and then engaged in the mercantile business for 
twelve years, or until 1884, when he engaged in buying and selling live 
stock. Tle again entered the mercantile business in 1888 and operated a 
grocery store and hotel until trgoo. In this year he sold out the grocery and 
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remained in the hotel business until 1902. He then re-engaged in the live 
stock business, to which he devoted all his attention, until 1911, when he 
turned the business over to his son, Reno A. 

Mrs. Samuel P. Krohn’s parents came to Putnam county in 1840. Her 
father was a native of Wayne county, Ohio, born on January 29, 1816; he 
died on April 223, 1890. Mrs. Krohn was ‘born off August 17, 1540, at 
Pendleton. Her mother, Harriet (Pierce) Day, was born in Kent county, 
England, Jauuary’4, 1622. “She was the daughter of Wilham and Kuth 
(Stevenson) Pierce. 

To Samuel P. and Lucy A. (Day) Krohn have been born four chil- 
cicen':  Niertie Estelle on September 27,:18570, Hirani Samuel, Octoher To, 
Me 75. xeno Alvin, October, 14, 1677; Elarriett, Marek 20, 1667. 

Samuel P. Krohn is a Democrat. He was elected township treasurer 
in 1870, and served continuously, with the exception of. four years, until the 
present time. [feiss a member of the Masonic fraternity at Columbus Grove 
and of the Knights of .Pythias No. 364, at Pandora., Mrs..Krolm 1s, a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal church. Her husband also attends this 
church. Samuel.P. Krohn is one of the best known and most universaily 
respected men in this part of Putnam. He has represented his community 
in an official capacity for more than forty years, which speaks volumes for 
his reputation as a citizen and as a man. He has always led an active life, 
and is a clean-cut, progressive citizen, a man of high ideals and of unques- 
tioned integrity. [Te is counted as one of Putnam county’s most substantial 


citizens. 


Nis. aA ACS NiGinIR. 


To the many sterling characteristics of the Swiss people, who played a 
prominent part, during its earher days, in the settlement of this section, Put- 
nam county, Ohio, owes much. Not only did the Swiss contribute many 
fine inhabitants to this county m= years past, but today the descendants of 
those carher citizens are carrying on the work of the county, maintaming 
the ideals of their forbears and upholding the county’s standard of citizen- 
ship in every way. They represent the best blood of the county and are in 
every way a type of citizens of which Putnam county has ever reason to be 
proud. ‘These ideals are exemplified by the subject of this sketch, whose 
fathers played important parts m the foundation of the country. 

Mrs. Leah (Gratz) Basinger, the widow of Noah \W. Basinger, was 
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born in Richland township, Allen county, Ohio, December 1o, 1858, a daugh- 
ter of Christian and Catherine (Stemer) Gratz. Christian Gratz was born 
mt Wayne county, Olio, on June 22, 1833, a son of I*rederick and Anna 
(Lugibihl) Gratz. 

lrederick Gratz was born in Basel, Switzerland, but all that is known 
of his early life is that he was an orphan and was reared in a children’s 
home at Basel. While in the home, he learned several trades, and when he 
was a young man he came to America. He was three or four months in 
making the voyage to this country and, after his arrival, settled in Wayne 
county, Ohio, where he worked at these trades. He was a very ingenious 
man and was able to turn his hand to any work which demanded mechanical 
knowledge. By trade he was a carpenter and brick mason, and was also a 
tailor of no small ability. 

After a sojourn of three years, in Wayne county, he moved to two 
miles east of Beaver Dam, Allen county, Ohio, where he located permanently. 
Tle first took a farm of one hundred and sixty acres, to which he gradually 
added, until his holdings eventually totaled about three hundred acres. It 
was to that farm that Leah Basinger’s father, Christian, came with his par- 
ents when he was two vears of age. 

Frederick Gratz met the pioneer conditions with the courage and deter- 
mination which have been characteristic of all pioneers of Swiss birth and 
ancestry. Out of the wilderness, a heavily-timbered country, he made his 
new home, and it was amid those surroundings that Christian Gratz spent 
his childhood and attended school in the typical log cabin school house. Dur- 
ing the first few winters, I*rederick Gratz taught the school. Mr. and Mrs. 
Irederick Gratz were the parents of four sons and four daughters, of which 
Christian was the eldest. | 

Christian Gratz grew to manhood on the old homestead and remained 
there until he was about twenty-three or twenty-four years of age. At 
that time, about 1856, he married Catherine Steiner, who was born in Rich- 
land township, Allen county, June 30, 1837, a daughter of Peter and Bar- 
bara (Schumacher) Steiner, both of whom were natives of Switzerland and 
who came to America immediately after their marriage. They settled in 
Richland township about two and one-half miles west of Bluffton, where 
Catherine Steiner was born, the eldest of a family of seven daughters and 
four sons. 

After his marrage, Christian Gratz located one and one-half miles 
southwest of Bluffton, his farm comprising one hundred and sixty acres of 


land. It was there he reared his family of fifteen children, four of whom 
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died in infancy. Among the children were three sets of twins, one of each 
pair having died in intancy. Vhe names of the twelve surviving. children 
are: Samuel, Leah, Andrew, /-lias, Louis, Marian, ‘Lydia, barbara, Peter, 
fannie, Isaac and Lena. 

It was on the old Steiner homestead that Jeah Basinger spent her girl- 
hood and attended the district school, which was first held in an old church 
and later in a brick school house. On May 9, 1881, at the age of twenty-two, 
she married Noah W. Basinger, her late husband, who was born on September 
20, 1858, in Riley township, Putnam county, Ohio, about three miles south- 
west of Pandora, and who died at Columbus Grove, September 23, 1903. 

Noah W. Basinger was the son of Christian and Anna (Amstutz) Bas- 
inger. Christian Basinger was a native of Switzerland. His parents died 
while he was a child and he was reared by Leah’s great-great-grandfather 
Steiner, who brought him to America when he was sixteen years of age. He 
grew to manhood in Wayne county, Ohio. Shortly after his marriage he 
moved to Riley township, Putnam county, where he bought the farm, which 
later became the property of Noah W. Basinger, his youngest son, and where 
Leah Basinger now makes her home. 

Christian and Anna (Amstutz) Basinger were the parents of nine chil- 
dren, two of whom died in infancy. ‘The surviving children are: Jonathan, 
John, Catherine, Stephen, David, Christian and Noah. 

Noah Basinger was born and reared on the old homestead, three miles 
southwest of Pandora. There he attended the district school and early took 
up his life work as a farmer. He continued to operate the home farm, after 
his marriage, and until 1901, when he retired from farming and entered the 
coal business at Columbus Grove. That business he continued until the time 
of his death, September 23, 1903. 

Noah Basinger was a supporter of the Democratic party, but never took 
an active interest in political matters. Ite was a successful farmer and made 
a specialty of stock feeding. He was a member of the lebenezer Mennonite 
church, of which his wife was also a member. She later joined the Grace 
church. Noah Basinger was a well-known and popular citizen, always in- 
terested in local affairs and ready to support any movement which seemed 
for the betterment of the community. Tle was @ good Christian, and a man 
of high ideals and unquestioned integrity. 

To Noah and Leah (Gratz) Basinger were born eight children: Tilman 
was born on April 25, 1883. He married Lena Stouffer and made his home 
at Columbus Grove. To them have been born three children, Alice Rexine, 
Sarah Medway and Janice Plildreth; Sophia, November 2, 1885, and is 
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the wife of Charles Eversole. They are the parents of three children, Adrian 
Eugene, Ethel Elnora and Ray Olan, who died in infancy; Orville, July 7, 
nee, died: March 27, 1é91 Denis, October 7, 1360, ced) on: October: 10, 
1891, at the age of two years; Della, July 12, 1891, died on April 30, 1893; 
Hiram, September 1, 1893, and Luella and Llewellyn, twins, March 9, 1897. 

Leah Basinger is a prominent member of her community, being closely 
identihed with church work and with many local matters. She is held in 
high respect and esteem by all her neighbors and has a large circle of friends. 


L@UTSWHi ERAMLLER: 


The farm is the granary for the office, the store and the shop. It is the 
farm which must feed and clothe that section of the population which pro- 
duces no food and no raw material for clothing. Prices of food and cloth- 
ing have experienced an upward trend for several years and are becoming 
next to prohibitive for great sections of the population. The conclision 
is obvious that the production must be increased if the non-producers of food 
are to be fed. It is very generally agreed that there 1s not enough food to 
go around, that a shortage of supply has enhanced the prices for all classes. 
This condition has made farming very profitable. \Vithin recent years the 
young farmers have been able to make a substantial profit out of their busi- 
ness, and one of the prosperous young farmers of Palmer township, Putnam 
county, Ohio, is Louis Hermiller, who has devoted himself assiduously to 
his chosen vocation. 

Louts Hermiller was born on April 29, 1888, in Union township, Putnam 
county, Ohio, three and one-half miles from Glandorf. He is the son of 
William and Philomena (Recker) Hermiller. 

Wilham Hermiller was born in Ottawa township, in January, 1858, and 
died on November 24, toro. He was reared as a farmer and received his 
education in the Ottawa township schools. Tle remained on his” father’s 
farm until his marriage to Philomena Recker, and after his marriage moved 
to Union township, where he had purchased an eighty-acre farm.  Subse- 
quently, he added to this farm until he had more than four hundred acres 
at the time of his death. Te was a very industrious man and his success 
was due to his untiring industry and splendid knowledge of farming, as 
well as to his business ability. Tle cleared the land and remained on the 


farm until his death. Mrs. Philomena (Recker) Tlermiller was also a native 


Org WTI 09 wan’ at ey 


y ay i 
































mambA \notblibs sottld 10) e398 aiid ah wort | ploetoy at's sobs ) ay { 
yet olttn® : santa nt beth od tHBOy wt bas wont t foal’ Srerat cae 
OT Teton” no bly stow) aie) Ont Re. iil haib ’ (ROBE 

‘e@er .o¢ lirq/. no beth 1061 SI vio | .wllatl : eta Ow qo. “yD 3 ‘ort 16 Nee 

e081 .o ois eniwt rllowal brie cfd Deis £OON A sadanoryse een FD 
age ols mini oI AE N ch vel AK ih roclbinarny nae AMEE fi a ay ritest tT Heol i i 
at bled ei ode Uerodien Tesol vier shiiw Hine dow stint) sian boilignab) a | 
0h pa 10 4f 119 BeTEL A ean bens drodity sion 4 than ile Hil Histo nits oc aid dyid | 


Fah 7 eh a Ns ( 
cin hte ibe pigutnashsccaenl|ttemnnbip enh nti dae el les renallfy 


a Tak A a 21U0L 


oly aiett ajorl a salt Leila gel a oo, wilt ‘ol print ssi ab Bil att 
_ong touhy comeleqog att ho vmbliove unit omtaly yar rast yescis alotcbyr: wan! 
-lols bes bool: to eon). gntibtale tol isiiesdoin wet on bins boot Ott patatly 2 i 
enimoged os. bes emmagoieioved toh bat baswan 1s beanereqne ovetl pitt) 
roiaiioneo edt: atts laqog afi lo enoiise issrg cot eyaidilong) oF) cca ee. 
hoot to eraouborg-nom ali Ti heesoromr wal danrty rotten bertg only anclt enoivdd: at 
od book rgnons tom et ores gory hasan (lisro9g wiv @bal oi badvoth ot ony 
eoeeniy Hs vol eaorq ofb hoorusrias aash yigqne to seshions 8 8 tert) honors: ome 
ot ansey tmoosy said Wh, Loldaton ray gains bert at fot noo abt 
-iantniott 19 duo titorg lelimntaduenn odlare 03 oki mood over eroctrsy “artis 1 7 
nine qitenwot sails bo arate poy eNO TEgeolg: oi to ane bin: 429m ae De as 
oY ylenbubiees  Teerntl boro exahochw volticers oT aindcd ay) ott peneneg ah 
‘ “gomiooy ‘arorly ately : 
inci .qidenwot soinU nif 228 Os Ta,  ) vod awe collie PDetod a 
Vo oe ald) ab bob ‘SodioheivnltD tony “Polit: Har-oue® ‘baw gorrlh” Ferns (0 a danioy 
a yoltiortrobt:, Craadagal ) anornolitd bite ey alg : 
trod purse: it arrod eye -yallinerts Homtpilit/ 

over ps “edearvows to" malt 


bas 828: peunagl ar aire 
sin) bavigoon Dremel ‘a en barest ep oT: 
siathiad jad ao betiwed @PD). aloddos ‘egidlantwot arn nO) orl ti “Horo? 
bo nie ayarrinnn eit cans bes Soult solidi a sesrniget eidoiiny shee 
geadge. anus araenhiigie me Deak hela thay Ngee ok oterb gildervent motel J oF 
very, fetbradt oO) ean) oor bad onl yin rere airtt or bobbi | oak aelinoip | 
neocon et bie iat acohanier Mian Bein alt dtsol att Joroip oily ie) 
ae coerertal Yo ‘sebslwvord bifstiohya evi spawn conidia eit ay gab aru 
oil) no cbantinine? ben tel shy totais ORD ili: wonton eid ior an tow 7 | 


ot ( rr sain aM een me —. er 


rion noel eee aie 











aie. 


A 


| 


(MII 


’ 
4 


‘IS Il 


Ad 


’ 
Ae 


MI 


ANID 


> 
\. 


MI 








WAN 


Rls 


y 4 
wae 


rv 
' 
t 


‘ 





{ 


* 


TAPP wae he 








a ena wee 





—— 





PUTNAM COUNTY, OF10. O13 


of Ottawa township. She was a daughter of Henry Recker, who was a native 
of Germany and who came to America and settled in Ottawa township, Put- 
man county, in pioneer times. ‘They underwent the privations and hardships 
common to their day and generation. At that time much wild game 
abounded and the land was heavily timbered. There were no roads and few 
settlers. 

To William and Philomena (Recker) Hermiller the following ‘children 
were born: Benjamin, Louis, Frederick, William, Herman, Mary, John 
and Bernadina. Of these William, Herman, Mary, John and Bernadina 
live with their mother in the home place in Union township. Benjamin mar- 
ried Elizabeth Verhoff. He is a farmer in Union township and they have 
one child, Marcella. Tred married Amalia Hanneman, and they live in 
Greensburg township. The mother of these children lives on the old home- 


stead in Union township with her unmarried children. She assisted mate- 


rially in the success of her husband and is highly respected by the people of 
this community. 

Louis Hermiller was educated in the Union township schools and was 
reared on his father’s farm, where he passed his early life like the average 
farmer's son. Mr. Hermiller was married on April 17, 1912, to Mary 
Hanneman, who was born in Union township, Putnam county, Ohio, and 
who is the daughter of Barney and Anna (Rolfes) Hanneman. 

Barney Hanneman was born in Glandorf, Germany. He came to 
America at the age of eighteen with a colony of Germans and settled in Otta- 
wa township, Putnam county. He helped develop this township, clearing the 
land of the heavy timber, and was prominent in the affairs of this community 
throughout his life. After his marriage, he bought a farm in Union town- 
ship, of forty acres, which he developed. ‘To this he, subsequently, added a 
hundred and fifty-five acres, making a total of a hundred and _ ninety-five 
acres. He still lives on the farm in Union township. Mrs. Barney Hanne- 
man, his wife, was born in Glandorf, Germany, and came to America alone, 
when twenty-two years of age. She was educated in her native land and, 
after her arrival in America, came to Glandorf, Putnam county, Ohio, which 
was a German settlement, and which had been settled by natives of Glandorf, 
Germany, where she had been born. She is still living on the farm in Union 
township. She and her husband are members of the Catholic church at 
Glandorf, where she reared a family of six children, as follow: Mrs. 
Henry Jerwers, of Union township; Mrs. Fred Tlermiller, who lives. in 
Greensburg township; Clementine and Joseph who live at home. Mr. and 
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Mrs. Hanneman have reared a highly respected family and one of which they 
have good reason to be proud. 

After his marriage, Louis Hermiller came to his present farm of eighty 
acres, in section 36, of Palmer township. He worked hard and, eventually, 
converted this farm into a paying proposition. He built most of the build- 
ines and made many other improvements. Mr. Hermiller had a hard time, 
at first, but by unceasing industry he has succeeded-and made out of: his farm 
one of the best in this section of the county. Mr. and Mrs. Hermiller have 
one child, Frances, born April 25, 1913. 

Mr. Hermiller has a barn equipped with all the modern conveniences. 
He has erected a specially-built farm power-house. It is equipped with a 
gasoline engine and has line shafting which operates the feed cutter, washing 
machine, milk separator, apple press, seed separator and many other labor- 
saving devices. Mr. Hermiller also has his own forge and machine shop. 

Louis Hermiller is a Democrat. He and his family are members of 
Su Nicholas: ‘Cathohe chureli, at” Nille: City,” Olio "Ele “4s” av successful 
farmer, progressive 1n all his ideas, not in reference to farming, but with 
reference to civic, political and social life. He is pleasant and agreeable 
in manner, and is well read and well informed. 


JOHN A. MYERS. 


There came to Putnam county, Ohio, in 1883 a young couple who had 
just been married. They bought a farm in Van Buren township and there 
started to make their home. “They had a small, two-roomed log cabin, and 
in this they lived until such a time as they were able to provide for them- 
selves a more comfortable home. ‘Today, John A. Myers is one of the sub- 
stantial farmers of his township, and the success which has come to him and 
his good wife bears ample witness to the fact that they have worked faith- 
fully and well to provide for themselves and their children. 

John A. Myers, the son of David and Mary I. (Itraker) Myers, was 
born on May 6, 1861, in Iranklin county, Ohio. His father, who was the 
son of Chris Mvers, was born in Franklin county, Pennsylvania, and came to 
franklin county, Ohio, where he bought a farm near Reynoldsburg. He 
made two trips from Pennsylvania to It'ranklin county, Ohio, before he 
finally located in the latter county, bringing his wife and one child with him 


on his second trip. 
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David Myers was a shoemaker by trade and worked at this when he 
was not engaged in farming. He remained on this farm only a few years and 
then removed west of Columbus, where he bought another farm, on which 
he lived until his death, on April 23, 1887. His wife, Mary Fraker, was 
also a native of Franklin county, Pennsylvania. David and Mary (Iraker) 
Myers were the parents of eight children: Margaret, deceased; John A., of 
Van Buren township; David \W., of Hillard, Ohio, who married Anna Bur- 
ket, and has three children, Hazel, I‘lossie and Norman, the latter of whom 
died at the age of nineteen; I*zra, who marrid Carrie Rodgers, and has three 
children, Perry, Klora and George; Eva, who married Charles Glasier, a 
farmer of this county, and has four children, [*thel, Lester, Garnet and 
Ivalu; Katherine and Theney both died in infancy, and Benjamin I., who 
married Annie Miller, and has two children, Karl and Elizabeth. 

John A. Myers was reared in Franklin county, Ohio, and lived there 
until he was married at the age of twenty-two. He received a good common 
school education and remained at home, assisting his father on the farm until 
that year. Immediately after his marriage he and his young bride set out 
for their new home in Putnam county, where they purchased a farm just 
east of Belmore on the old Deflance road. Their assets consisted of their 
good health and a strong ambition to succeed. The little log cabin in which 
they started to housekeeping is still standing. It was here that they saw their 
early struggles and here it was that most of their children were born. They 
worked with a determination to improve their farm and they have suc- 
ceeded to an admirable degree. Mr. Myers has been especially successful in 
raising stock and has given particular attention to hog raising. He is free 
to give much credit to his excellent wife for much of the success which has 
attended his efforts. | 

John A. Myers was married on October 11, 1883, to Caroline E. Smith, 
a daughter of Peter and Margaret (Fedders) Smith. Her father was a 
native of Germany and came to America, at the age of four, with his parents 
and located in [franklin county, Ohio. Margaret Fedders was a native of 
New York state and came to I'ranklin county, Ohio, with her parents when 
she was a child. John A. and Caroline [*. (Smith) Myers are the parents 
of eleven children, Flizabeth Jane, David Elmer, Lulu May, Mabel, John F., 
Garnet William, George A., [eva Marie, Zula Pearl, Gladys Fay and Blanche 
Margaret. Three of these children are deceased: Mabel, who died at the 
age Of nineteen; Ikva Marie, who died at the age of two years, seven months 
and twenty-nine days, and Zula Pearl, who died at the age of fourteen. 
David Telmer, a farmer of this county, married Eva Rader, and has two 
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children, Harold and Glenn: Zula May married. Ilarry Todd, a farmer of 
this county, and has two daughters, Agnes and Lueile. The other children 
are still single and living at home. | 

John A. Myers is a Democrat in politics, but has never cared to take 
an active part in political work. He is a member of the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows, at Belmore, and his two sons, John and Garnet, are also 
members of the same lodge. Although not a member of any church, Mr. 
Myers is an attendant of the Presbyterian church, of which denomination 
his wife is a member. Mr. Myers is a man of energy and industry, and he 
and his family are highly esteemed in the community where they reside. 


AGP, TH, BARBER, DD. S. 


A successful member of the dental profession who is now residing at 
Leipsic, Putnam county, Ohio, is Alpha H. Barber, D. D. S., who has been 
a resident of this county for the past seven years. Receiving a good com- 
mon and high school education, he taught school for a time and then grad- 
uated from an excellent dental school, since which time he has been fol- 
lowmeg his profession. Since becoming a resident of Leipsic, he has taken 
an active part in the life of the community and has taken a deep interest in 
religious, educational and fraternal affairs. | 

Alpha H. Barber, who is the son of Hiram S. and Charlotte (Shoop) 
Barber, was born at Swanton, Fulton county, Ohio, May 25, 1875. His 
father was also a native of [Fulton county, his birth occurring there about 
1841, his mother being born in [rie county, Ohio, January 9, 1845. Hiram 
5S. Barber and wife were the parents of four children: Rose, who died at 
the age of fifteen; Mary, the wife of George Murphy, of Antwerp, and the 
mother of two children, Claren and Jennie; Lottie, the wife of William 
Tehan, of Toledo, Ohio, and the mother of two chillren, Alpha F. and Pau- 
line, and Dr.;AlphaH., of, Leipsic. 

Hiram S. Barber grew to manhood on the same farm, in Fulton county, 
where he was born. fle enlisted for services in the Union army by becom- 
ing a member of the lifty-hfth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and 
served during practically the entire struggle. [lis regiment was with Gen- 
eral Sherman on his famous march through Georgia, and he participated in 
all the hard-fought engagements. in that state. [le also fought in Virginia. 
His health was seriously impaired while he was in the war and he returned, 
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a few months before it ended, and died shortly afterward, from disease con- 
tracted while in the service. [liram S. Barber and Charlotte Schoop lived 
in Swanton for about fifteen years, and then moved to Paulding, Paulding 
county, Ohio, where the mother is now living. 

Alpha A. Barber lived in Swanton until he was about five years of age, 
and then the fanuly moved to Antwerp, in Paulding county. Tle graduated 
from the common and high schools at Antwerp, and immediately after finish- 
ing the course in the high school began to teach in the public schools of that 
county. After teaching two years he became a student in the Ohio Dental 
College, at Cincinnati, and took a complete three-years course in that ex- 
cellent institution. Immediately after his graduation, he located at Deshler, 
Henry county, Ohio, for the practice of his profession and remained there 
for eight years. [le then removed to Leipsic, where he has since been prac- 
ticing with a success which speaks well for his ability as a skillful dentist. 

Doctor Barber was married on May 9, 1904, to Vesta Cunningham, the 
daughter of Robert and Mary (Hipkins) Cunningham, and to this union 
one son has been born, Robert, who is now eight years of age. Robert and 
Mary (Hipkins) Cunningham were the parents of three children, Vesta. 
Doane and edward. 

Doctor Barber is president of the board of education of Leipsic and 
actively interested in education matters. He and his famuly are loyal mem- 
bers of the Methodist episcopal church, and he is a member of the official 
board of his denomination. Ele is a member of the Tree and Accepted 
Masons, and is worshipful master of his lodge. He is also a member of the 
Modern Woodmen, and 1s clerk of the lodge at Leipsic. 


NOAH. SCHUMACHER. 


Success is the result of many factors which are not likely to appear in 
a bare statement of facts concerning a man’s life. Success, however, is by 
no means a matter of accident. On the contrary, it is the result of careful, 
paimstaking, diligent attention to business. Imagination, perhaps, is more 
vital to success than industry or even economy in personal and private life. 
Good judgment is merely one phase of a healthy, active imagination, Noah 
schumacher is possessed of all these qualities and, moreover, has won the 
reputation for strict honesty and square dealing, no small factors in his per- 


sonal success. Itverything he has touched has turned out well, because he 
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reasoned well regarding the future. Now, although he has hardly arrived 
at the prime of life, he is able to look back upon his career with keen satis- 
faction, for he is a man who has made each moment count for something. 

Noah Schumacher was born on August 14, 1877, in Richland township, 
Allen county, Ohio, the son of Christian P. and Regina (Steiner) Schu- 
macher. Christian P. Schumacher was also born in Richland township, Allen 
county, April 20, 1848, the son of Peter and Magdalene (Suter) Schumacher. 
Peter Schumacher was a native of Basel, Switzerland, who came to America 
about 1835, and who settled in Richland township, Allen county, Ohio, where 
he entered land from the government. Peter Schumacher and wife were the 
parents of sixteen children, all of whom grew to maturity and, in turn, reared 
large families. Their mames are: Christian, Adam, David,” Damiel, John, 
Benjamin, Peter, Magdalene, Barbara, Elizabeth, Mary, Fannie, Catherine, 
Susan and Sarah, twins, and Lydia. 

Peter Schumacher lived on the old homestead in Richland township, 
Allen county, until his death. In addition to being a farmer, he was a min- 
ister of the Mennonite church; Christian, the eldest son, was reared on the old 
homestead and, when twenty-two years old, was married to Regina Steiner, 
the daughter of Benjamin and Mary Ann (Moser) Steiner. Her parents 
were also pioneers. After his marriage, Christian Schumacher located on 
part of his father’s land and here he lived until 1908, when he sold this place 
and purchased a farm adjoining Pandora, on the north, where he now lives 
in retirement. Christian Schumacher and wife have had fourteen children : 
Samuel, of Arizona; Tlelena, the wife of Damel Diller, also resides in. Ari- 
zona; Menno, who married Lena Diller; Noah, the subject of this sketch; 
Reuben, who lives in Putnam county; Sarah, who resides in Arizona; Albert, 
who married Sarah Weida; Cyrus, who married Olivia Hilty; Franklin and 
William, twins, who died in infaney; Tliram, who lives at Napoleon, Ohio; 
Orlin, Salena and Oliver, all of whom are single and at home. 

Noah Schumacher spent his boyhood days in Richland township, on the 
old homestead, and attended the common schools, and later, the Ohio Normal 
University at Ada. After finishing school, he took a position with Tlipkins 
Brothers of Ottawa and, im the late fall of 1897, purchased an interest in the 
firm of P. A. Amstutz & Company. This connection he retained until 1903, 
when the firm changed to the Pandora Dry Goods and Clothing Company. At 
this time he became manager, and still holds this position. Under his diree- 
tion the firm has enjoyed a very healthy growth, until today it is one of the 
leading stores in Pandora. In addition to his interests in this mereantile busi- 


ness, he has other financial and commercial interests. 
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On August 19, 1902, at the age of twenty-five, Mr. Schumacher was 
marricd to Mary Wempf, the daughter of Rudolph and Anna (Wehrlcy) 
Kempf, of Pandora. The former is a native of Switzerland and the latter 
of Riley township, Putnam county. To this happy union have been born 
three boys, Glenn [rederick, Earl Franklin and Wayne Richard. 

Noah Schumacher is a member of the Missionary Church Association, 
of which association he is also treasurer. Vhe headquarters of the church ts 
at It. Wayne, Indiana... Noah Schumacher is a deacon, in the local church: 
He is a clean-cut, young business man and one who enjoys, to the utmost, the 
confidence of the citizens of his community. He is modest, intelligent and 
honest, a devout Christian and, in fact, one of the finest types of manhood 


to be found anywhere in Putnam county. 
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John D. Bridenbaugh is one of the most enterprising farmers ot Rilev 
township, Putnam county, Olno. He is a man, who, by correct methods and 
a strict regard tor the interest of others, has made his influence felt in Riley 
township. [le is one of those men whose integrity and strength of character 
must bring them into admirable notice, yet a notice which their modesty 
never seeks. John D. Bridenbaugh is a man who has lived an honorable and 
useful life’ He is one of those individuals to be found in nearly every com- 
munity, who, by reason of ability and force of character, rise above the 
heads of the masses and command the highest esteem of their fellow men. 

John D. Bridenbaugh, a successful farmer of Riley township, Putnam 
county, Ohio, was born there on August 2, 1862. He is the son of Michael 
and Jemimah (Graham) Bridenbaugh, the former of whom was born on 
December 15, i820, in Summut county, Ohio. Michael Bridenbaugh’s par- 
ents were natives of Pennsylvania and his grandparents of Germany. Both 
the paternal and maternal grandfathers of Michael Bridenbaugh were sol- 
diers in the Revolutionary War, two of his brothers, William and David, 
were in the Civil War, the former of whom was killed, and another in the 
Mexican War. 

Michael Bridenbaugh came from Summit county, Ohio, to Putnam 
county, in 1835, settling in Blanchard township. It seems that Michael's 
father settled in Hancock county, west of Findlay, where he entered land 
from the government. Michael was one of a large family, consisting of 
about fourteen children, ten of whom lived to maturity, Michael was next 
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to the eldest and, at the age of fifteen, he began to shift for himself. He 
came to Blanchard township and worked for several of the old) pioneer 
farmers. Tle was married, first to Nancy [evans on November 5, 1854. 
She lived only a short time after their marriage and, at her death, left one 
son, Nathan Itmery, who was born on August 14, 1855, and died at the age 
of eight years, July 30, 1863. Nancy [Xvans was born on August 4, 1828. 
Michael Bridenbaugh was married again, shortly afterward, on February 5, 
1857, to Jemimah Graham, who was born in Big Lick township, Hancock 
county, Ohio, and who was the daughter of John and Sarah (Thomas) 
Graham. John Graham was a pioneer of Hancock county, who entered one 
hundred and sixty acres of land in Big: Lick township, about 1832. He and 
his wife were natives of kentucky and had three sons and two daughters: 
George W.; Jemimah; Monroe; Thomas, who was killed in the Civil War, 
and Mary, all of whom are now deceased. After his second marriage, Mich- 
ael Bridenbaugh settled on the banks of Riley creek, in the northwestern part 
of Riley township, where he purchased about one hundred and sixty acres of 
land. Ile later added to this farm, until he owned two hundred and seventy 
acres when he died. None of the land was cleared when he acquired pos- 
session of it. He first built a smali one-story frame house and a log barn. 
This little house was replaced, in 1877, by a more commodious brick resi- 
dence, in which John D. Bridenbaugh lives today. Michael Bridenbaugh also 
built barns and other outbusidings in keeping with the brick house. He was 
a breeder of Belgian horges and was very successful with them. He was a 
Democrat and has served as county commissioner for two terms, or in all, 
six years, and was also trustee of Riley township for six years, was also a 
member of the ssool board for several years and held other honorary posi- 
tions 4nd was a fAzember of the United Brethren church, as was also his wife. 
By hys second iiarriage, there were three children, Sarah .\., born on January 
RT, (858, died on August 16, 1862; John D., the subject of this sketch; and 
Emma E., March 16, 1867, who is the deceased wife of A. M. Emmons. 
She had five children, Carrie, Gertrude, Karl, Jemimah and Laurel, deceased. 
The mother of these children died on September 12, 1903. Michael Briden- 
baugh was a typical pioneer who started with nothing and who, by great in- 
dustry, established a home and built up a comfortable fortune in what was 
once a wilderness. Ile was a man of strong convictions, high ideals and 
unquestioned integrity, as are evident by the number of offices conferred 
upon him by his fellow citizens, 

John DPD. Bridenbaugh was born on the old homestead and spent. his 
childhood here. Ele attended) the district schools and after finishing his 


studies there helped bis father on the home place, until his parent's death, 
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May 25, 1895, at which time he assumed charge of his portion of the home 
place. : | 

On September 20, 1808, John D. Bridenbaugh was married to Ella 
Diller, who was born on May 29, 1873, in Riley township. She was the 
daughter of John D. and Fanny (Wearley) Diller, both of whom came from 
pioneer stock. John D. Diller’s father was a native of Switzerland and came 
to Putnam county at an early day. 

After his marriage, Mr. Bridenbaugh continued to farm the old place 
on which he has been very successful. He now owns two hundred acres of 
land and has always done general farming, feeding cattle and hogs for the 
market. 

John D. and Ella (Diller) Bridenbaugh have five children, Ralph J., 
born on Jthe 20° 1890" Clark G.) Yaly/4i%1 961 S4Arthar ] 4 June’23) T0902’; 
Err 5., November 28, 1905, and Warren R., November, 1909, all of whom 
are at home. 

John D. Bridenbaugh is a Democrat and has been a member of the 
school board for several years. Mr. Bridenbaugh is an attendant of the 
Methodist [episcopal church, where his wife is a member. He is a progres- 
sive farmer and one of the substantial citizens of Putnam county. 


EWING V.-BURNS, D. D. S: 


A promising young dentist of Leipsic, Ohio, is Ewing V. Burns, D. D. S., 
who has been practicing his profession in that place since 1905. He comes 
from a prominent family of Troy, Ohio, where his father has been engaged in 
the practice of law since the close of the Civil War, in which struggle he was 
an honorable participant. Doctor Burns is a graduate of the high school at 
Troy and of the dental department of the University of Cincinnati, and, in 
addition, has taken special training in other dental schools. Tle is a young 
man of exceptional ability, and, since living in Leipsic, has taken a very prom- 
inent part m the civic life of that place, and is now serving in an efiicient 
manner as mayor of the village. 

lnwing V. Burns, who ts the son of Charles N. and. [liza (Bailey) 
Burns, was: born aa Proy, Ohio, on january 26, 1852. lle is one of two 
sons born to tis parents, the other son being John ©. 

Charles N. Burns, the son of Robert and Ihza (Vanee) Burns, was born 
at Cincinnati, Olio, on October 21, tS8390, on the site now oecupied by the 


John Church Company, at the corner of Tourth and Plum streets.  \When 


10 MOF WPMDOS MAMTUT si al 


*» 


sont alt to roltrod eit Vo. deyaty Deemnmees on orney dotty te 20ST 2s WEN 


es 


fae) 


eH cod obo eit kaw! oath” OF idol Bott Wes. todaaaiged 1 


ody esw of cpidenrndy YoHeD am eye Oe RA io mod eaw ow sold 
How Sted rrodw to mod oli (yaa VP) yung] bus Ci ado to wirkgneh © 
sco bee benltosttw2 Yo sviten 8 ebw vedist 2h. Cl mito! ote WSStrOlg 

; | “BD y yiase 8 78 WiTod rism bt 


i 


odsiq blosds cyst of beistinod depads bi lA oasiriag ent eit A 


26 estan batbournd av arwo. wort ort Teteeooone: viov toad ead orl potdve 10 


oth 16? avod baw alti ‘gitihes? Jamietint levee sob eyovels en brit Daw 
JDK 
LT oaleieh eetblite! ova overt hom Hoodia Croll) el baw C1 mol 


+ 5 i in ah s < f | AH \ aah Xe é } rie is Wea gf i, 2 1 ae Va tA & at re pi 
rence he the 0, Gl a VHT VO rl ti | Bee Be / SOLEES Sy ert a ee 1oUrhHa yO V1 wets ms | 
| Soron te 918 
[ * ; i, Gib al nak a aU RM en ha ea athe WU # h 
ot des dotlrn! ‘ie nso eae Dre soe” BH fonsdiabatl CL arlof 


he foabrevine ib er Ha melo bens ah pp Tee9e ot hyaod Toordve 


4 fy. cy i - ” ~ * . % 4 vi ‘i i ¥ . : va : Po ' 4 t ie j 
yoraciy avi OPT” srorlntain Bee otiy etth SToiiy pie Inqegelgal jerhodoit 
Ao eee fo eres liiheniedte off To ote Dik TSH? Ove 
<tr, has eh edi pep aba dpabee re rede AS pT Gh RAHA re 
“> Pi, fa A c Y eur 4 y ie Yt 1 we mo | 
AMA Gh 2 VA TEM MA ie ea 
ile shh. Ab BEE .¥. Bi ha et evil t ) aieqgiaul lo tebash BEM IO' OAC Tey i, 

BOI. Das ren Os Ue A my ishee PHC Ae. Mee TOR A QAI cynenct eit ary 


rt bowrerne coed aad tariel aul ont, cit) WO { lowlera) joontinong. & enort 
l wae | Di ee A j Meade See a! sd ues AL NG ARCA ip TT et Ue Were as Patan 
HY So | eee AI TNE the ed bt Bhd 20 eyadhy Hed. Se Ad A) ED METRY elt 


( 
t t Dy eee oe a 4 " wide ’ " salar ia ih, wig ri, ve i | arr en Le me | ae { a 
in joodoe pend ot 1O. SAR DBTS, & ef GO COOK) JOUR SCR PONMOT toh 
I i Be Ree ‘ . 7 Bhat Hath i Re 4" ‘ ay ; YN aad (ae PON Wi te i" f Bind i it 

rr cnt. pean PO ea OTE: To Pieced HBO SOND Te Od 
‘ j i Pe RO ‘ 4 fi. “ee rs Ke “* ny ? ate H ny) shi hy ? M i w 
SO er lanes Ua apy Oe ESATO, POET) tit CONE TAK TA LAS OE fet OF ey a eat On DD 
EPEC ITT PRI Bs pyr Gil 2st HOA A ae ri eee ren ERIS born ORD 1d TE 


y fs oe Sulton wow et bos @ankg: aly do oth oiyay oth), cet) Pay Sey 


Cratos lh) prot. jen | BOA Rs LO. PAIR ol etanby wad i unit 


' ay as Fe ; * 4 wy 44 
CRE ae SD nt off Ey otal ih Si EE, Phy Abe), horned hii airpeuel Hedin aril 


oy. filo], pear biped CaM, soil lh RY eid anon enor. 


rod enw .arratl (oor) exit, hii) prodost Voqos odd aosnth VM eglipd 2 


nl} ya Lode ye Wie Qiba elt fala Ale Gn a i sodedot a nit) diane} MW 
noadtds . .eoodecnl ba eh do anti, On ie ie enngnenoy Hownil > af 


aoaliy P 


poor Be seal CL ted (10er y wit Al OBB b.os ‘ocmT Mo: red 


saothry. ahh 10 TO ean, TORE 





@22 PUPNAM COUNTY, OHIO. 


he was thirteen years of age, Charles N. Burns moved, with his mother, to 
Troy, Ohio, and there attended the common and high schools, graduating 
from the latter in three years. At the age of twenty-one he enlisted in an 
Ohio regiment and served until 1864, when he was honorably discharged on 
account of wounds received in the service. Among other leaders in that 
great conflict under whom he served were Generals Burnside and McClellan. 
He participated in the battles of Shiloh, Antietam, South Mountain and the 
second battle of Bull Run. After the close of the Civil \War, he returned to 
his home in Troy, Ohio, and took up the study of law, and was admitted to 
the bar in a short time at Troy. He continued in the active practice of his 
profession until 1914, when he retired. Charles N. Burns was twice married, 
his second wife being Ehza Bailey, to whom he was married on October 1, 
1873. She was born at Sidney, Ohio, on January 4, 1841, her ancestors being 
of Itnglish descent. The Bailey family of Ohio have traced their family 
record back to the landing of the “Mayflower,” when a member of the family 
came to America. [*hza Bailey's father was born at Baltimore in 1799, while 
her mother, Lydia Day, was born at l'rederick, Maryland, on December 28, 
1800. 

Ikwing V. Burns was educated in the public schools of Troy, Ohio, 
and graduated from the high school. He took a prominent part in athletics 
While in high school, and was captain of the Troy football team in 1&9. 
After leaving the high school he entered the Central Dental College at In- 
dianapolis, Indiana, and remained there two years. He completed his dental 
course in the University of Cincinnati in the spring of 1903, and then took 
special work in Chicago, Pittsburgh and Cincinnati for the ensuing two 
years, Ile located, at Leipsic, Putnam county, Ohio, in 1905, where he has 
built up a large and lucrative practice in his chosen profession. 

Ewing V. Burns, D. D. S., was married on August 11, 1909, to Bessie 
L. Davis, of Troy, Ohio, a daughter of J. O. Davis and. wife, of that city. 
Doctor Burns 1s a member of the ree and Accepted Masons and the Royal 
Arch, of Ottawa, the commandery at Findlay and Zenobia Temple Mystic 
Shrine at ‘Toledo. He is also a member of the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of ItIks, the Modern Woodmen of America and the Royal Arcanum. 
He gives his hearty support to the Republican party and has been one of the 
leaders of his party in Leipsic since becoming a resident of this place. A 
striking evidence of his popularity as a public-spirited citizen is shown by the 
fact that he was elected mayor of Leipsic in November, 1913, and is now 
performing the duties of this office in a very satisfactory manner. Doctor 
Burns is a young man with progressive ideas in regard to civic life and a man 
whose ideals are in accordance with the highest type of \merican citizenship. 
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JOHN A. WALTERS. 


The prosperity and substantial welfare of a community depend very 
largely upon the character and enterprise of its business men, as much on 
those of the younger and rising generation as on those who have already 
achieved success and reached the goal of their desires. It is the progressive, 
wide-awake men of affairs who make the real history of a county or state 
and upon them also rests the responsibility of giving moral tone to the body 
politic, of directing thought and shaping opinion, and of taking the lead in 
all progressive measures for the public good. To this class of strong, virile 
young men belongs John Walters, of Riley township, Putnam county, a 
young man of sterling character and sturdy worth. 

John Walters was born on September 12, 1885, in Monroe township, 
Allen county, Ohio, a son of Jesse S. and Mary (Krass) Walters, the latter 
of whom was the daughter of Michael and Lyda Krass. Jesse Walters was 
born in Fairfield county, Ohio, on February 15, 1839,-and died at Bluffton, 
Ohio, June 24, 1914. He was a son of John Walters and wife, married first 
to Lila Ramsey, who died, after which he married Anna Moore. 

Grandfather John Walters was a farmer and moved from Fairfield 
county, Ohio, to Hancock county, about 1849, when Jesse Walters was 
about ten years of age. There he bought a farm on the banks of the 
Blanchard river, between three and four miles west of I*indlay, Ohio, and it 
was on that farm that Jesse Walters grew to manhood. John \Valters was 
twice married, having had seven children by his first union, and three by his 
second. Jesse Walters was a son of the first marriage, his mother having 
died after he had himself married. John Walters died on July 15, 1864. 

Jesse Walters attended a typical log-cabin school and helped his father 
on the old homstead. He was a great reader and improved his mind at every 
opportunity. After his marriage to Mary Krass he bought a little farm 
near the old homestead, where he and his wife lived for a few years, after 
which they moved to Monroe township, Allen county. It was on this farm 
that John Walters was born. There Jesse Walters bought a farm, which was 
nearly all timber, while a large portion of it was under water. Only sufficient 
land had been cleared for the erection of the house, a one-room affair, built of 
planks. This served the family for several years, after which a somewhat 
more pretentious house was built. It was in this second house that John 
Walters was born. 

At the outbreak of the Civil War, Jesse Walters enlisted in the Twenty- 
first Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, at the first call for volunteers. le 
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served throughout the entire war and, during his last years as a soldier was. 
commander of his brigade. He participated in several of the most important 
engagements of the war, including Chickamauga, Lookout Mountain and the 
march to the sea. 

To Jesse and Mary (Krass) Walters four children were born, as fol- 
low: Emma, who is the wife of John Gillespie, of Kent, Ohio, and to whom 
has been born three children; Mable, deceased; Howard and Melvin; Har- 
mon, who lives in Beaver Dam, Ohio, married Sarah Stager and has five 
children, Florence, Charles, Lillie, Elmer and John; Mary (Mollie) who ts 
the wife of Brake Fruchey and lives near Rockport, Ohio, 1s the mother of 
three children, Wilbur, deceased; Mary; Lawrence; and John, the subject 
of this sketch. 

Jesse Walters, and .wite were, both members of the United’ Brethren 
church, in which denomination Jesse Walters was a preacher, attached to 
the church at Lewis Corners, Allen county, and to St. Paul’s church, Riley 
township, Putnam county. He was a devout Christian and took part with 
Reverend Iurgeson in several revival meetings. Mrs. Walters was likewise 
an active church worker and a beautiful Christian character. 

When John Walters was about two years of age, his parents moved 
to near Rockport, Monroe township, a few miles from his birthplace. The 
family lived there for about twelve years, and it was there the subject spent 
his childhood and attended the old Rockport district school.  I*rom = that 
place, the family moved to Pandora in the fall of 18909, where Jesse \Valters 
lived a somewhat retired life until his death. It was there that Mrs. \Valters 
died on September 20, 1910, at the age of sixty-one. In October, roti, 
Jesse Walters married a second time, his second wife being Mrs. Kate Put- 
nam. ‘They lived in Pandora for one year, and then moved to Bluffton, where 
Mr. Walters died, two years later. 

John Walters did not go to Pandora with his parents, but came to that 
place in the spring of 1900. During the next two years, he employed his 
time in doing odd jobs, and, at the age of sixteen, obtained a position with 
the Pandora Overall Company, with which concern he has been associated, 
continually, since that time, with the exception of one year. [lis first em- 
ployment with that company was that of a button riveter, and from. that 
position he has risen steadily through all the departments of the manufactur- 
ing end of the business. Tle is at present in charge of the cutting depart- 
ment, a position which he has held for nine years. 

On December 27, tg06, when John Walters was twenty-one years of 


ave, he married Mlizabeth Agner, who was born near Ottawa, Putnam county, 
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Cat 


on October 1, 1880, a daughter of William and Hattie Agner. To this union 


have been born two children, Leonard and Raymond. M*rs. \Walters spent 
her childhood with her parents, near Ottawa, where she attended both the 


common and high schools. She remained with her mother until the time 
of her marriage, her father having died several years previous to that time. 


John Walters is a supporter of the Republican party and has always 
taken an intelligent interest in the political affairs of his community, although 
he has never aspired to public office. Mrs. Walters is a member of the 
Church of Christ, in which she is an active worker. Mr. Walters is one of 
the clean-cut and progressive citizens of Pandora, a man of excellent char- 
acter, high ideals and unquestioned integrity. In business, his qualifications 
are best expressed by the appellation “live wire,” so often used as the highest 
form of compliment in these days of hustle. 


HOWARD HUMPHREYS. 


There is no profession which is more closely interwoven with the intimate 
things of humanity or in which a follower must possess more of the milk of 
human kindness than in that of the undertaker. He is called into a house of 
mourning at a time when the inmates are bowed down by the first throes of 
their grief, when their thoughts cannot be centered upon the next steps to be 
taken and when, above all other times, they need the presence of a helping 
hand to which they can, with implicit confidence, entrust the cares and duties 
the occasion requires. At such times the undertaker enters the family circle, 
coming not in the guise of one who is to remove from it a beloved member, 
but rather as a true friend to whom may be trusted the care of the earthly 
remains of one who, at that moment, is held more dear than ever before. He 
comes without ostentation and with words of sympathy and comfort ready 
on his lips; he practically assumes, for the time being, all the responsibilities 
of the bereaved family, and stands between its members and all jarring con- 
tact with the outside world. [leis the friend in need and the trusted adviser, 
never conspicuous, but ever at hand to ward off from the grief-stricken fam- 
ily all outside influences which might threaten to profane these, the holiest 
moments of their lives. Small wonder it is that the men who perform such 
offices should be among the most beloved members of their communities, and 
itis with such aman that this sketch, deals. ; 

Hloward) Tlumphreys was born on January 28, 1862, in Allen county, 
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Ohio, a son of William J. and Margaret J. (Davis) Humphreys. William J, 
Humphreys was born in North Wales on August 27, 1828, and died in Marion 
township, Allen county, Ohio, November 18, 1888. Tle came to America 
with his parents when he was thirteen years of age, and settled in Cambria 
county, Pennsylvania, where his father spent the remainder of his life. \Vill- 
jam Humphreys remained with his parents until he reached his majority, then 
he came to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he worked for a short time. 

In Cincinnati he met and married Margaret J. Davis, who was born in 
South Wales, April 7, 1832, a daughter of Jabez Davis and wife. She died 
on October 8, 1874. Mrs. Humphreys came to America with her parents 
about 1842, when she was ten years of age. The family settled in Jackson 
county, Ohio, where her father engaged in farming. There he lived and died 
at an advanced age, his wife having died several years previous to his death. 

After his marriage, William) Humphreys returned to Cambria county, 
Pennsylvania, where he remained for a few years, and then returned to 
Marion township, Allen county, Ohio. ‘There he purchased eighty acres of 
land for himself and eighty acres for his father. Later, after his father’s 
death, he purchased the latter's farm also. At the time of the original pur- 
chase of the farms the land was practically in a virgin state and Mr. Hum- 
phreys was obliged to expend much energy and hard labor in clearing it and 
preparing it for cultivation. The family lived in an old log house, which 
stood on the father’s land, where seven of William Humphrey’s ten children 
were born. The old log house was later replaced by a substantial frame 
structure, in which \Villam Humphreys passed his declining years. 

Yen children were born to \Wilham and Margaret J. (Davis) Humphreys, 
as follow: John W., who married Margarette Jane I‘vans, deceased, who 
had four children, one of which is deceased; [lizabeth, who is the wife of 
Noah Ik. Brenneman and the mother of four children, three of which are liv- 
ing; Harriett, who died at the age of twenty-eight; George \W., who married 
Frances Ridenour and has two children; Howard, the subject of this sketch; 
Mary, who was taken to bring up by her father’s sister, [llen, of [bensburg, 
Pennsylvania, and who died at the age of six years; David, who married 
Della Sherrick and has two children; William, who died at the age of twenty- 
two, and [emily, deceased, who was the wife of Daniel Lluffer and who had 
one child, and Margaret, died in infaney, 

Hloward Tlumphreys remamed on the homestead until he was twenty- 
eight years of age. [le attended the schools of his township and assisted his 
father mm the work of operating the farm. In November, 8&8& when he was 


twenty-six years of age, he married Myrtle Babcock, a daughter of \Walliam 
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Babcock and wife. Her parents were natives of Crawford county, Ohio, and 
later settled in Putnam county. Mrs. Ilumphreys died on November 26, 
18g6. No children were born to that union. 

Two years after his marriage, in 1890, Mr. Humphreys bought a farm 
in Washington township, Van Wert county, Ohio, where he remained four 
years. He then removed to Bluffton, Ohio, where he engaged in the livery 
business for two years. In the spring, after his wife’s death, he moved to 
Columbus Grove, where he continued in the livery business for one year. He 
then purchased an interest in the furniture business of Hartman & Alstetter, 
buying Mr. Alstetter’s interests, the firm being then known as Hartman & 
Humphreys. He retained his interest in that business for three years and 
then sold his share to Mr. Hartman. His next business enterprise was when 
he purchased the interest of J. M. Crawford in the Columbus Grove Lumber 
Company, with which he was identifed during the next four and one-half 
years. Six months after selling his interest in the lumber company, he bought 
a half interest in the furniture and undertaking business of C. B. Sterling. 
That was in 1906, and Mr. Humphreys has been identified with that business 
up to the present time, having met with great success. 

On October 9, 1899, he married a second time, his second wife being 
Emma R. Light, who was born in Putnam county, on August 13, 1873, a 
daughter of David and Rosanna Light. David Light was born on November 
27, 1840, in Richland county, Ohio, a son of David and Barbara (lackler ) 
Light, who came from Lebanon county, Pennsylvania. Rosanna (Bricker ) 
Light was born on March 7, 1842, a daughter of Levi and Catherine (Warner) 
sricker, both of whom were natives of Pennsylvania. Mrs. Howard Humph- 
reys was educated in the common schools of Putnam county and in the high 
school at Columbus Grove. She later attended Iostoria Academy, where she 
took a normal course. Three children have been born to Howard and Emma 
R. (Light) Humphreys, as follow: David Walter, William Howard and Nor- 
man Light, all of whom are living at home and are still attending school. 

Howard Humphreys is a supporter of the Republican party and has 
taken an intelligent interest in the political affairs of his community, although 
he has never aspired to public office. He is a member of Knights of Pythias 
lodge No. 376, of Columbus Grove, Ohio. Both [foward Humphreys and 
wife are members of the lirst Christian church and are active in church 
work, Mr. Hlumphreys having served the church as a trustee. 

As a citizen, Mr. Humphreys ranks high in his community, where he is 
deeply respected by all who know him. Tle is a man of high ideals, strict 


business integrity and many sterling qualities. 
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JOPON BARNEY VERHOPF. 


It cannot be other than interesting to note, in the series of personal 
sketches appearing in this work, the varying conditions that have compassed 
those whose careers are here outlined. An effort has been made in each case 
to throw a well-focused light on the individuality and to bring into proper 
perspective the scheme of each career. Each man who strives to fulfill his 
part, in connection with human life and human activities, deserves recogni- 
tion, whatever his field of endeavor. And it is the function of works of this 
nature to perpetuate for future generations an authentic record concerning 
those represented in its pages. The value of such publications is certain to 
be cumulative for all time, and will present for posterity the individual and 
specific accomplishment of each generation. 

John Barney Verhoff, a well-known farmer in Greensburg township, 
Putnam county, Ohio, was born on his father’s farm, April 15, 1875. He 
is the son of Theodore and Elizabeth (Egbers) Verhoff, the former of whom 
was born in Greensburg township, Putnam county, Ohio, June 17, 1838, and 
the latter of whom was a daughter of Theodore Egbers, and a native of 
Germany. Theodore Verhoff and Elizabeth Egbers were married on June 
18, 1861, and had twelve children. ‘Theodore Verhoff was the son of Francis 
and Mary (Kramer) Verhoff, the former of whose parents lived and died 
in Germany, and the latter of whom was the daughter of Theodore and 
Gertrude (Veraking) Kramer. 

John Barney Verhoff attended school in Greensburg township, and 
worked on his father’s farm. He performed the usual labor which falls to 
the average country boy, and was industrious from the time of his youth. 

Mr. Verhoff was married on November 3, 1903, to Mary Lemper, who 
was born on September 5, 1872, and who is the daughter of William and 
Clara (Drop) Lampert, natives of Germany, where they were married. 
The children of William and Clara (Drop) Lemper were as follow: Mary, 
the wife of J. B. Verhoff; Wilham, Clara, and Agnes. William married 
Lena Wortmann, and lives in Michigan. They have six children; Clara 
married William Edelbrock, and lives in Union township; Agnes married 
William Verhoff, and lives near Owosso, Michigan. They have seven chil- 
dren. 

After lis marriage, John Barney Verhoff moved to his present farm of 
eighty acres, in Greensburg township. Mr. Verhofi owns this farm, upon 
which he has erected some fine buildings, and made many substantial and 
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attractive improvements. Mr. and Mrs. Verhoff have two children, Mar- 
garet, born on December 19, 1907, and Mary, born on August 10, IgIo. 

John Barney Verhoff believes in having good horses and live: stock. 
IIe owns some splendid Belgian horses and 1s also contemplating getting 
into the full-blood cattle-raising business, at this time having some splendid 
Shorthorn cattle on his place. Taken all in all, his live stock may be counted 
as first-class in every respect. He has a fine substantial barn on his place. 
Ie is very industrious and a hard-worker, which indicates a successful future. 
He has well-grounded opinions on topics of the day, is devoted to his wife 
and famuly and they, with their children, form a very happy circle. 

John Barney Verhoff makes a specialty of chickens and thoroughbred 


Duroc-Jersey hogs. He is township health officer of Greensburg township, 


and in politics 1s a stanch Democrat. He 1s a sturdy type of the young Ger- 
man farmer, ambitious and acquainted with all the problems touching not 
only his vocation, but the political affairs of his state and the country at 
large. Temperamentally, Mr. Verhoff 1s pleasant and agreeable. He’ is 
popular in the township where he lives, and is a man who has never been 
known to violate a spoken or written promise. Mr. and Mrs. Verhoff and 
family belong to the St. Nicholas Catholic church, at Kalida. Huis wife has 
co-operated faithfully with Mr. Verhoff to his ultimate success. They have 
a charming family. 


CHRISTIAN SCEIURE Crimi’, Vikt 


Among the worthy residents of Putnam county, Ohio, whose presence 
has been an important factor in the development of this great county, is 
Christian Schumacher, Jr. Mr. Schumacher’s success has been due in a 
large degree to his prodigious industry, good management and upright 
character. The business of farming demands confidence, and where that is 
lacking, business is lable to end. Christian Schumacher has always pos- 
sessed the confidence of his neighbors and the men with whom he has had 
business relations. His immediate associates and acquaintances respect him, 
and the younger generation has taken his life as an example for their careers. 
He not only is a progressive man of affairs and successful in material pur- 
suits, but is a man of modest and unassuming demeanor, well informed and 
a fine type of a self-made American, a friend to the poor, charitable to the 
faults of his neighbors and always ready to unite with every good work. 
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Mr. Schumacher is proud of the county where he has spent so many years, 
and to which he has given a full measure of his life’s energy. 

Christian Schumacher was born on April 20, 1848, in Richland town- 
ship, Allen county, Ohio. He is the son of Peter and Ehzabeth (Suter) 
Schumacher, the former of whom was born in 1819, at Basel, Switzerland, 
Christian Schumacher, Sr., and [Elizabeth (Lugibihl) Schumacher were the 
parents of Peter Schumacher. . 

Christian Schumacher, Jr., lived on the old homestead farm, in Put- 
nam county, until he was twenty-one years of age. Prior to attaining his 
majority, he attended the typical log cabin school until he was fourteen years 
of age. When about eighteen years of age, he learned the carpenter trade, 
and, at the age of twenty-one, left home and followed his trade for one year. 

When Mr. Schumacher was twenty-two years old, he was married to 
Regina Steiner, the daughter of Ulrich and Mary Ann (Moser) Steiner. 
Ulrich Steiner was a native of Alsace, France, and the son of Christian 
and Catherine (Lugibihl) Steiner. His wife, who was Mary Ann Moser, 
was the daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth (Wolley) Moser, all of whom were 
natives of Switzerland. Christian Steiner came to America in 1835, and was 
one of the founders of the Mennonite church in Putnam county. His son, 
Ulrich, became the first bishop of the church. Jacob Moser and family 
came to America in the early part of the nineteenth century, settling first 
in Virginia. Later, they came to Wayne county, Ohio, near Dalton. 

After his marriage, Mr. Schumacher located on a farm four miles west 
of Bluffton, in Allen county, where he remained for thirty-five years. He 
then moved to a farm adjoining Pandora on the north. This farm, to which 
he moved after his marriage, had eighty acres which he rented for five years, 
when he purchased it. Later, he purchased twenty-nine acres more, giving 
him in all one hundred and nine acres. He sold this farm in 1907 and 
moved to the farm where he now lives. This farm he purchased, two years 
later, and in 1908, he bought the Deiter farm in the southeast part of Riley 
township, which consists of eighty acres. In January, 1915, Mr. Schumacher 
purchased forty-five acres lying east of the present home farm, giving him 
eighty-five acres in this farm. He has always done general farming and 
has been quite successful. He and his wife have been hard workers all 
their lives and have earned an honorable competence. 

Christian and Regina (Steiner) Schumacher have been the parents of 
fourteen children, Samuel is unmarried and lives in Arizona; Helena is the 
wife of Daniel Diller, and lives in) Phoenix, Arizona, where they have 
children as follow: Oliver, Mdith, Herbert, Hunice, Catherine, Rhoda, Goldie, 
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Lillian, Glenn, Robert, who died at the age of three, and a baby who died 
in infancy; Menno married Lena Diller, and lives in Riley township, where 
they have two children, Arthur and Itdgar; Noah lives in Pandora, where 
he married Mary Kempf and they have three children, Glenn, [arl and 
Wayne; Reuben is unmarried and lives in Riley township; Sarah is unmar- 
ried and lives at home; Albert married Sarah Weida and lives in Pandora; 
Cyrus married Olivia Hilty, they have one child, Paul; Franklin and Will- 
lam, twins, died in infancy; Orlin is unmarried and at home; Hirham lives 
at Napoleon; Salina and Oliver also live at home. 

Reverting to Mr. Schumacher’s ancestors: Christian Schumacher, Sr., 
his grandfather, was born in Alsace-Lorraine at the town of [lorimont, in 
1789, and came to America in 1836, with his wife and four children, Barbara, 
John, Peter and Christian. Christian Schumacher, Sr., operated a grist- 
mill at Basel, Switzerland, and was also a wine merchant in Alsace-Lorraine. 
He did a wholesale, or brokerage, business in wine. He had a little farm 
of sixteen acres, just outside of Basel, which he sold to wealthy land owners 
there, on coming to America. Christian Schumacher and wife were thirty- 
six days on the water on their voyage to America, and a week in coming 
from New York City to Wayne county, Ohio. Part of the trip was made 
by canal boat. ‘They remained in Wayne county, Ohio, about two weeks, 
visiting relatives, and then proceeded to Richland township, Allen county, 
formed a part of Putnam county, and here settled on a farm of two hun- 
dred and thirteen acres, three and one-half miles north of Shannon, later 
Bluffton, which he purchased of a man by the name of Gray. He later bought 
another farm of about two hundred acres southeast of the old homestead, 
from a man by the name of Sackett. In addition to this land, he entered 
other land from the government and had in all about nine hundred acres, 

Christian Schumacher, Sr., was considered pretty well-to-do when he 
settled in the new country. He first lived in a log cabin, however, which 
was on the place, but soon afterward built a pretentious house of eight rooms 
after the colonial style. This house is still standing and is in a good state of 
preservation. 

One of Christian Schumacher, Sr’s, daughters, Barbara, was married 
to Peter Steiner before coming to America, he coming with the rest of the 
family. 

Peter Schumacher, the father of Christian, Jr., was sixteen years old 
when he came with his parents to America. It was on the old homestead 
that he grew to manhood, where he was married, at about the age of twenty- 
one, to [hzabeth Suter, the daughter of Christian and Magdalene (Steiner) 
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Suter, who was born on December 6, 1821, and who died on October 12, 
1897. The Suters came originally trom Berne, Switzerland. l’rom there 
they moved to Alsace-Lorraine and it was there that Lhizabeth Suter was 
born. The family first settled in Rockingham county, Virginia, after com- 
ing to America, but remained only two years when. they came to Holmes 
county, Ohio, remaining there but a short time, finally arriving in Putnam 
county, Ohio, where they settled, one and one-half miles southeast of Pen- 
dleton, now Pandora; Here Peter: Schumacher continued to farm the old 
homestead, until his death on May 28, 1881, at the age of sixty-two. In addi- 
tion to the two hundred and fourteen acres, in the original Schumacher 
homestead, which he inherited from his father, Peter purchased ninety acres 
from his brother John’s son, Christian, which adjoins the old place on the 
south. Peter Schumacher lived on the old homestead all his life. In addi- 
tion to being a farmer, he was a minister in the local Mennonite church. 
He was a well-educated, self-made man and spoke three languages fluently, 
German, French and English. He was held in high esteem by all who 
knew him. Among his other accomplishments, he taught school for three 
years and was appointed, on various occasions, to act as administrator and 
executor of estates. He was frequently. called upon to draw up legal papers 
and to settle differences between his neighbors. In many ways he was easily 
the leader in the community. He was a man of high ideals, of sterling 
integrity and, in every way, a most excellent character. 

Peter and Elizabeth (Suter) Schumacher had sixteen children, all of 
whom grew to man and womanhood, and all of whom reared large families. 
Barbara first married Christian Amstutz, and after his death David Basinger ; 
Magdalene married Abraham Bixler; [annie is the wife of Peter T. Steiner; 
Mary married Christian Lugibihl; Elizabeth married Benjamin Hilty; 
Christian is the subject of this sketch; John married Barbara Geiger; Cath- 
erine became the wife of Jacob Steiner; Peter married Elizabeth Moser; 
David married Marian Geiger; Adam married Sarah Welty; Daniel married 
Sarah Gillion; Benjamin married Sarah Miller; Sarah became the wife of 
Ek. D. Kohli; Susan became the wife of Ulrich Steiner, and Lydia married 
Noah Moser. 

: In a large degree, Christian Schumacher has followed in the footsteps 
of his worthy father. He stands high in the community where he lives and 
commands the respect of everybody. He enjoys the reputation of being an 
upright citizen and one who has done very much for the community where 
he lives. Mr. Schumacher is a Democrat. Ee is a member of the Grace 
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Mennonite church, of which his son Albert is now the pastor. lormerly, 
Mr. Schumacher was a deacon in the Ebenezer church for ten years. He is 
a man of strong religious convictions and faithful to every religious trust 
and duty. 


PHILIP NEUENSCHWANDER. 


It is by no means an easy task to describe, within the limits of this 
review, the life of a man who has been eminently active and useful, and who 
by his own exertions, has reached the position of honor and trust in his busi- 
ness and in the political life of his community. But biography finds justi- 
fication, nevertheless, in recording such a life history, since the public claim 
a certain interest in the career of every individual. The time invariably 
arrives when it become advisable to set forth the facts in a man’s career. 
It is with a certain degree of satisfaction that the chronicler essays the task 
of touching briefly upon the record of Philip Neuenschwander, a well-known 
citizen of Pandora and the proprietor of an automobile garage at this place. 

Philip Neuenschwander was born on July 23, 1861, in Richland town- 
ship, Allen county, Ohio. He is the son of Isaac and Mary (Steiner) 
Neuenschwander. [fsaac Neuenschwander was born in 1820, at Basel, Swit- 
zerland, and, in 1825, came to America with his parents when five years of 
age. They were seventy-eight days on the voyage, and, upon arriving in 
this country, came first to Wayne county. There were five children in the 
famuly, three sons and two daughters, all of whom were born in Switzer- 
land. They entered government land in Wayne county, the deed for which 
was written on leather. ITlere Isaac. Neuenschwander spent his childhood on 
the homestead, and, when a young man, came to Richland township, Allen 
county, where he made his home with his brother, John, who was farming 
about four and one-half miles northwest of Bluffton. He remained with 
his brother about ten years when he was married to Mary Steiner. She was 
horn in Richland township, one and one-half miles northwest of Bluffton, 
about 1827, and her parents were pioneers of Allen county. After his mar- 
riage, Isaac Neuenschwander located on a farm five and one-half miles 
west of Bluffton, which comprised one hundred and sixty acres and was 
heavily timbered and largely covered with water. TTere he lived until his 
death, in t&890. Te passed through all of the pioneer experiences. He built 
a one and one-half story log cabin, which later burned in midwinter when 


there was a heavy snow on the ground. It was replaced by another, which 
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served for a number of years, or until Mr. Neuenschwander built a ten- 
roomed brick house, where Philip Neuenschwander was born and where he 
spent his childhood and grew to manhood. He attended the district schools 
in winter and helped his father and brothers clear the land during the 
summer. He remained on the old home place until twenty-three years of 
age. 

Philip Neuenschwander was married in January, 1885, to Maggie 
Bixel, the daughter of Peter and Fannie (Suter) Bixel, the former of whom 
was a native of Wayne county and descended from Swiss pioneer stock, and 
the latter born two miles sautheast of Pandora also of Swiss stock. After 
his marriage, Philip Neuenschwander located about two miles east of Pan- 
dora on the Ridge road, on the old Lenhart farm of eighty acres, and 
which he purchased, living here from 1885 until 1909. When Mr. Neuen- 
schwander purchased this farm, fifty acres were cleared. He cleared the 
remainder of the land with the exception of seven and one-half acres. On 
this farm three children were born and reared. ‘Five years after his mar- 
riage, he suffered the greatest misfortune of his life when his wife, who 
had been faithful and devoted to her husband, died on January 11, 1890. 
She was a member of the Mennonite church and a young woman with a 
beautiful Christian character. Philip and Maggie (Bixel) Neuenschwander 
were the parents of three children, Willis Lee, who is a student at Oberlin 
College, where he is preparing for the ministry; Waldo Milton, a graduate 
of the Ohio State Veterinary College, who was employed by the state for 
one year, when he located in Bluffton, where he now enjoys a growing prac- 
tice in his chosen profession. He married [elma Steiner and they have one 
daughter, Elenora; Magdalena is still single and at home. 

Philip Neuenschwander has been a very successful farmer. He retired 


from the farm in 1909, and moved to Pandora. Two years later, he disposed 


of his farm. After moving to Pandora, he was appointed township road 
supervisor and held this position for one year. After this, he bought an 
interest in the Pandora Cement Block Company and acted as manager of 
this firm for four years. He disposed of his interests in 1914, and pur- 
chased the garage of Henry Suter. In company with L. G. Steiner, he has 
operated this garage since 1914, which is known as the Pandora Auto Com- 
pany. It has up-to-date equipments, a splendid salesroom and a large 
patronage. 

Philip Neuenschwander is a.Democrat, has been a member of the Riley 
township school board for five years, during which time the Pandora high 
school was built. Ele ts a member of the Grace Mennonite church and a 


OLN \Y¥TVUGD MAVTUT PE? 


-19t § tlind rsbnsweloenons aM tin 1 .e1e94¢' To yodrimit s wt bevive 
ad siodw bre mrod esw teboewioensns quid sisikw’: senod Asia betttoot 
cae jonah od? bobnetis oH  choodnam oF ware bas booslblids eid ansqe 
oft gnimb baal ordi aselo exarliond bre odie: aid beqled bas teierw it 
to atasy soull-~yinowt Int vy gonig omen blo orld m0 borisiie?n oti srorenne 


OOK 
siugeM of .2881 .yiaune| nt boirienm ea Taliiswiletans A yee 

mow to romiot ali Jjoxtll (rstdd ) sisecne | bas tool lo tetdgueb ot Jaxia 
bas  loote 14n0ig eaiwe toil babreiesb brig yimuog snys WV jo sviiem & es 
rmitA ~ sthote eiwe to cls soba #6 janoritinog ealint owl riod ° ct ely 
“el to tesa eolit owl inode boise! ebanyloensoA quid’ Qooiipey en 


% 
* dN ih i) URN ty of Weill an PAN USA CANOE cea IM CATR sp Y ¢ Say, Se elt Ns ; 
bas ore vittots Io iret Medal blo sit do beer sybhial oilt mo ae 


“too AM nodW 0001 Litem pa8i mort sro ‘geivil feestlo tq ‘onl doudw 


eft borests off -boresls sow estoe vail tere? ett) heesdoag 79 ote: 
nO) govt Ustlano Bik ‘novde 16 moltqooxs edt miw beel orf to. tobaisiiat 
sera eit wike ervey ov beter bas iad stow ‘morbliio soul) mist t aidy 
orlw .stiw eit teedve Sif eid to orirolentt Jesinere srt borsiine or ogsn 
0081 (Yi eacumst no beib bandend tol oF bojoveb bas Iuidist. nosd bed 
B fine memoye grnhoy & bis dots “stinonaeM ‘oly Yo “rederiomt “& eaw atte, 


= 


€ eo AR 
roby ii aero vs { 


ee 


avid) ‘sroanl bas qi  -toroer silo anitehit) Tiinresd 


‘ if) + i, “ As iy eres | f ¥ me - ort ee IE ‘ e 4 : § eat ty eee fe omy dee 
mifisdO +6 doaahtte Bet Ow j98a Oust Af avian seins i eo Sth) See 
; % 
4 cy? 0 4 Fe Rl! vow as hs Fa i i hi a, ah alan Ali pray ih bo erg Age PH CULgs: 
sisubera 6 ont obleW :yatetninm oft tot gnirisqaiq #1 3u syotw ysllod 
* ’ t ; ae EAA (UL ge NIRA OOA ANCE AAT DT | Pe cet RAG, a! UPR ne 
“ol oteie ort wd bavelomie enw Ove ~wresllod Wrnriols VF srgte onli ant te 


» 


; r core SO An ee i at ; ; PY dp SA ce Bie a aA Un oh ane SU A aA Cae Aska BA Cal ‘eit 
ET OUMLYECY EE? OB AYORTTS WOT One Cy TOES We roe] rit! ta ffi bain vot “(1 HOT | THOY SiO 


ano avet volt bias Wntiste eral herawndt oll moteesto1g n9e0n) eit th ony 
Ds 
Ae 


‘ornod is bas stame lie 2 sralsbyeM. ‘sronatel onhoreb 
7 eh. ee ha . (a el ee ARR DENA: bath “4 ‘ing ; 
4 (eatoone wey a toed dol tobiinwilsengia Yl: gill 


Daeoceth ot TaIsl etney OWT grobrasd of boven bis oor Ar rit alt riot 


wor gideavet bvinioggn enw a wiobist oF gatvorr ITA foTei aint to 


na ingnod of’ ant oI Bs’ Sito Fb) noitieng aifly flor bets Wet Tue seul 


to dsyetern es beide bee yosqrtod ‘oll jouisD wiobasT off ni Jestoini 
“ng bea’ .pror ar etasini’ etl To gine ofl .ethoy “wot ol rerit ent 


aes el eile a) t riiw ba oie «cl aie. Lip io Bei ail baesits 


yorsl & hi mooreaine Beate “aso ‘sinh th “413 “aed iT ial 
voli ant Yo sodensier i Per, enrt git: 6 ei Lunt dutneiab ‘gilt ~ 

said stobrisT ort ‘srt daidw uniinh ery svi 402 bisod foodse gidenwot 
& bee dytstto otintorena tl so81i) only to tadittatri B a Ts tine enw seas 


gpnorieg ait’: 





—e 


PUTNAM COUNTY, OHIO. 935 


trustee of that denomination. There are no better men in Riley township 
than Philip Neuenschwander and few citizens who are more progressive and 
up-to-date than he. As a man, he enjoys the respect of all who know him, 
for he has a clean character and his integrity is unquestioned. 


EDMOND. LAE. 


It cannot be other than interesting to note, in the series of personal 
sketches appearing in this work, the varying conditions that have com- 
passed those whose careers are outlined, and the effort has been made in 
each case to throw well-focused light upon the individuality and to bring 
into proper perspective the scheme of each respective career. [Each man 
who strives to fulfill his part in connection with human life and human activi- 
ties is deserving of recognition, whatever may be his field of endeavor, and 
it is the function of works of this nature to perpetuate, for future genera- 
tions, an authentic record concerning those represented in its pages, and 
the value of such publications is certain to be cumulative for all time to 
come, showing forth the individual and specific accomplishments of which 
generic history is ever engendered. 

Edmund L. Laibe was born in Buffalo, New York, on November 7, 
1854, and is the son of Marcus and Catherine (Basinger) Laibe, both natives 
of the old country from the Province of Alsace-Lorraine, and where the 
paternal and maternal grandparents lived and died. The maternal grand- 
father was a soldier under the great Napoleon, accompanying him on the 
march to Russia, and was present at the siege of Moscow. He was one of 
the few who returned to France after the great campaign of that year. Of 
the paternal grandparents’ children, there was a son, John, besides the 
father of the subject of this review, who came to this country, and later 
died in the state of Michigan. 

Marcus Laibe came to this country when he was twenty-one years of 
age, and, having learned the blacksmithing trade, entered into that business 
in New York and carried it on until about the time he met his future wife. 
Catherine Basinger left the province of Alsace-Lorraine when a very young 
girl, and was forty-eight days on board ship crossing the Atlantic ocean 
before her arrival in New York. After her marriage to Marcus Laibe, they 
continued to reside in New York, where he engaged in the baking business, 


having learned the baker trade in the old country, which business he con- 
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tinued for several years. Ilaving decided to remove to the city of Buffalo, 
New York, where he located and established a blacksmith shop on Walnut 
street, he remained there for three or four years, then removed to the 
town of Pandora, Putnam county, Ohio, where he also engaged in black- 
smithing, erected a shop for that purpose, and continued for a period of 
fourteen years. After these years, Idward Laibe’s father acquired a farm 
consisting of eighty acres in Riley township, this county, which he cleared 
for general farm purposes, besides conducting a blacksmith shop in con- 
nection therewith, when he, subsequently, purchased one hundred twenty- 
five acres additional land. Having successfully farmed and served the com- 
munity by blacksmithing for a period of twenty years, he decided to take 
up his residence near the town of Ottawa, Ohio, where he purchased five 
acres of land and built a substantial home, in which he and his wife resided 
until their deaths. To them were born the following children: Amelia, Id- 
mund, Ely, Edward, William, George, rank Mark, and an infant, which 
died without name. The deceased parents were highly esteemed citizens of 
sterling worth, and, together with the family, are members of St. John’s 
Catholic church of Ottawa. 

At the time Idmund L. Laibe’s father and mother removed from the 
city of Buffalo, New York, and settled in Putnam county, /edmund L. was 
about one year old. In his youth he attended the school in Pandora, this 
county, and lived under the parental roof until the time of his marriage 
to Magdelene Croft on November 11, 1876, who was the daughter of Joseph 
and Mary Croft, natives of the Province of Alsace-Lorraine, and who set- 
tled in Ottawa township, Putnam county, in a very early day. Besides the 
wife of our subject, there was born to that union, Joseph, Mary, Natherine, 
Mary Magdelene, John, Jacob, Matthew, George and I*rank. 

After his marriage, Itdmund L. Laibe removed to a farm in Riley town- 
ship, containing one hundred and twenty acres, which he purchased and 
cleared, erecting a number of farm buildings and, in general, putting the 
place in first-class condition. After residing on this place for twenty-one 
years, he decided to move to Ottawa, where he built a residence near that 
of his father’s and engaged in the meat business. Later on he discontinued 
this for the purpose of devoting his entire time and attention to the buying 
of live stock, in which line he has been very successful, and is at this time 
engaged. The residence erected in Ottawa remained his home for nineteen 
vears. [Te is now pleasantly domiciled in a substantial home just north of 
the town. To Edmund LL. and Magdelene (Croft) Laibe have been born 


the following children: Mary, who is married) to Benjamin Elerringhaus, 
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resides ny Ottawa, and have three children, Francis, Cornelius and Robert ; 
Irank, the husband of Cordelia ISahle, an enterprising druggist of Ottawa; 
Blanche, the wife of Cornelius Ellis, who lives in Bloomington, Ilinois, and 
where he makes his headquarters as a traveling salesman. They have two. 
children; George married Laura Wahle and they have two children, and 
reside in Ottawa, where he 1s occupied as a traveling salesman. Of [édmund 
L. Laibe’s children, I'rank, Blanche and George received their education in 
the schools in Ottawa, to which George added a course in a business college 
m Lima, Ohio; William attended college in Rensselaer, Indiana, and Mary 
was a student at the Ursuline convent in ‘Voledo, Ohio. 

Edmund L. Laibe, wite and family, are members of St. John’s Catholic 
church at Ottawa, and Mr. Laibe is regarded by all as being one of the fore- 
most citizens of this community, having established a firm reputation for 
honesty of purpose in all his dealings with his fellow men, and by being 
the advocate of clean and wholesome principles in the home, society and 
politics. Because of his splendid character and good business ability, he 
has earned and enjoys the sincere respect of all who know him. 


CHARIS, Wack ARE R, 


A representative of the younger modern business man, 1s Charles W. 
Draper, of West Leipsic, Ohio, who displays, to a marked degree, those 
qualities which accentuate the men who are at the head of affairs today. 
Mr. Draper is thoroughly aware of the opportunities which confront him 
and in his business he welcomes any innovation which is practical and suits 
his needs. 

Charles W. Draper was born on September 23, 1879, in Hancock county, 
Ohio, and is the son of Warren C. and Almira (Hosler) Draper, who were 
the parents of four children, Charles Warren, Belle, Harry H. and Ber- 
Mice. 

The father of Mr. Draper, Warren C, Draper, was born in Sunimit 
county, Ohio, on January 2, 1853, the son of Warren Luke and Louisa 
(Loracole) Draper, who were the parents of the following children; Sarah 
Ann, Warren C., Salina I*lizabeth, James Edward, Maretia J., Charles. War- 
ren C. Draper was reared in Hancock county and lived at home until he 
was twenty-three years of age, when, on December 23, 1876, he married 


Almira Jane Tlosler, the daughter of John and Isabella Tlosler, who were 
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pioneers of Hancock county. Warren Draper, after marriage, lived four 
years near Arcadia, Hancock county, and then moved to within three miles 
(northeast) of Gilboa, Putnam county. He bought eighty acres, which 
were but partly cleared, although the land is practically all cleared now. 
Mr. Draper is a general farmer and stock raiser. 

The education of Charles Draper was obtained in the common and 
high schools, also in Crawfis College, from which he graduated, and after 
which he took a business course of shorthand and accounting in the Lima 
Business College, Lima, Ohio. Later, Mr. Draper taught school in Putnam 
county for four years. After this he spent four years in the lumber business 
in Arkansas. He returned to the North and was employed by Hixon 
& Company, a lumber firm, in Toledo, Ohio, as superintendent of their yards 
at Glandorf, in Putnam county and at \Winchester, Indiana, where he worked 
three years. He came to Leipsic about 1909, where he was employed as 
manager of the Lucas Produce Company, of West Leipsic, which position 
he now holds. The Lucas Produce Company is a New York concern, which 
buys poultry and ships it dressed. 

On June 20, 1910, Mr. Draper married Edith Terflinger, whose father, 
J. P. Terflinger, was a native of Virginia and his wife was a native of 
Allen county, Ohio. Charles W. and Edith (Terflinger) Draper are the 
parents of three children, James Idward, John Warren and Richard Charles. 

The Leipsic chapter of the Knights of Pythias consider Mr. Draper 
as a valuable member. In his politics, he is a Republican, while he and his 
family are members of the Lutheran [vangelical church. Mr. Draper is 
friendly and congenial, and endowed with a happy disposition, which has 
gained for him a wide circle of friends. At the same time his recognized 
ability and trustworthiness enables him to maintain a high standing in his 
sphere. 


HERMAN B. SCHMENK. 


Herman B. Schmenk, son of Louis and Dorothy (Lammers) Schmenk, 
was born on May 8, 1872, in the southeastern part of Liberty township, Put- 
nam county, Ohio. Ilis father was born in Liverpool, Ohio, August 8, 1840, 
whose parents, Elerman and Lydia Schmenk, were natives of Germany, 
where they were engaged in farming, but, later immigrated to this country 
and settled in Putnam county, Ohio. lour children were born to. this 


union: Ilenry, Jennie, Catherine and Louis. The parents are now deceased. 
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Soon after the marriage of Louis Schmenk and Dorothy Lammers, who was 
the daughter of Bernard and Lydia Lammers, of New Cleveland, they moved 
to Liberty township, Putnam county, where he engaged in the manufacture 


of brick and drain tile. The tile factory was located near the town of 


Leipsic and was operated for about ten years. Concluding to discontinue the 
manufacturing business, Mr. Schmenk then purchased a sixty-acre tract of 
land in Liberty township, to which twenty acres were added at a later date. 
To Louis and Dorothy Schmenk were born three children: Herman, Bernard 
and Mary; and, by a second marriage, to Elizabeth Winkler (deceased), 
ten children’ were born: Casper;, Henry; Addie, deceased; Adolph; John; 
Gertrude; \Walter; Amelia: Romana and Louis. 

Herman Schmenk’s mother died when he was in the fifth year of his 
age, and his early life was spent about his father’s farms. Upon attaining 
the age of nineteen, he concluded to leave the farm and found occupation 
with a railroad company, working in the capacity of a section hand. After 
eighteen months’ experience in this class of labor, performing the hardest 
kinds of manual work and receiving but little compensation, he was taken 
severely ill and was obliged to give up. As a result of this arduous em- 
ployment, he acquired habits of industry and extreme frugality, which proved 
a valuable asset to him in his later undertakings. 

Herman B. Schmenk was married in 1899, to Catherine Wischmeyer, of 
Ballman, Ottawa township, Putnam county, daughter of [Ferdinand and 


Catherine Wischmeyer, who were natives of Germany. Immediately after 


his marriage, he removed to Fulton county, Ohio, where he opened up and 
conducted a restaurant business for a short time. Not being entirely satis- 
fied with this occupation, he discontinued it, and then secured a place in a 
saw-mill. This change resulted in such a severe accident that he was dis- 
abled for four years, occurring but six months for the time of his marriage. 
Misfortune seemed to follow him, and at the time of his recovery from the 
accident in the saw-mill, he contracted typhoid fever, which kept him down 
for some time. 

While these happenings greatly affected him physically, and depleted him 
financially, he was not daunted from striving for success. Through all his 
misfortunes he was constantly encouraged by his ever-faithful, loyal and 
loving wife, whose close attention to him gave him inspiration to forge 
ahead. After the last illness, he went to Ottawa, where he secured employ- 
ment in a restaurant, and, on regaining his strength, he went to work in a 
tile factory, where he earned fair wages and began to accumulate funds 
which would give him a new start in life. 
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It was in the year 1910 that he secured a position on the road with a 
dealer in produce as a salesman. Ilaving given this business his close and 
undivided attention, acquiring a keen knowledge of the details, he decided, 
after two years in the service of his employer, to embark in a similar line 
for himself. Istablishing as a dealer in poultry, butter and eggs, a buyer 
and shipper of cream and other products, Mr. Schmenk has placed himself 
in an enviable position, has proved himself highly successful as a business 
man. His business has grown to such proportions that it 1s necessary for 
him to employ numerous purchasing agents, who cover the surrounding ter- 
ritory in wagons. All this has been accomplished within the time of a very 
few years, despite continued reverses, gaining for himself and family a most 
substantial business, a comfortable home situated on four and one-half acres 
of the choicest land, valued at about three thousand five hundred dollars. 

To Herman B. and Catherine (\Wischmeyer) Schmenk were born four 
children: Flugo, Harold, Ilva’and Alveda. ~ All are members, ot Sts. Peter 
and Paul’s Roman Catholic church at Ottawa. The ever good, loving, faith- 
ful and true wife and mother, unfortunately, was called from this world 
on January 2, 1915. 


JOHN TIEN RYY ART MAN. 


Nothing is so essential to a lasting business success as absolute integrity, 
and this is undoubtedly the cause of the prosperity attending the business of 
John Henry Hartman, of Columbus Grove. His honesty is unquestioned 
and he has the confhdence and esteem of his fellow men. 

It was in Monroe township, Allen county, on September 8, 1857, that 
John Henry Hartman came into this world. He is the son of John §S. 
and [Elizabeth (Morris) Hartman, who were the parents of the children 
briefly mentioned as follow: Mrs. Levina Jennings lives in Lima, Ohio; 
John H. is the subject of this sketch; William lives in Allen county, Ohio; 
Joseph 1s on an Allen county farm; Mrs. Maggie Huffubuat lives in Allen 
county, as does George Hulbert; Mrs. Hella Blosser resides in) Cloverdale, 
Ohio, and Mrs. Cora Snyder lives on the homestead. 

John Tlenry [artman’s paternal grandfather, Godfrey Hartman, was 
a native of Germania, Pennsylvania, who entered government land, eight 
mules north of Lima, Ohio, when lis son, John S., was two years of age, 
to which Jand he came from Pennsylvania in a wagon drawn by oxen. Te 
was a successful, hard-working nian and a power in lis community. tle died 


on the homestead in 1873, when John Tl. was sixteen vears of age. 
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John S. Hartman worked on the home farm until he was married, when 
he bought forty acres of wild land for four hundred dollars, the land be- 
ing located three miles southwest of Columbus Grove, in Allen county. Ile 
spent his life on this farm, which he greatly improved, and where he died in 
March, 1906. Tle was a member of no lodge of a fraternal order, and never 
sought political honors, although he was township trustee for a time and 
held several other offices elected on the Democratic ticket. Ile was-a devout 
member of the Christian church at West Cairo, Ohio. His wife is a native 
of Allen county, Ohio, and was born in October, 1835, the daughter of Henry 
and Margaret (Weaver) Morris, and she still lives on the home farm, at the 
age of seventy-nine years. 

As it was necessary that he work on the home farm, John Henry Hart- 
man was poorly educated, attending the township schools as opportunity of- 
fered. He lived at home until his marriage and then bought a farm three 
miles west of Columbus Grove, Ohio, which he cultivated for six years, 
when he moved to Columbus Grove, where he successfully maintained a 
livery stable for three years, after which he sold out and moved back to Allen 
county, where he rented a farm for a short time and then bought it. Later, 
he bought his father-in-law’s place, which he farmed for about four years 
and then sold out, moving back to Columbus Grove, where he established a 
furniture store, which he still operates in partnership with his son, Jay L., 
under the firm name of John H. Hartman & Son. 

On November 18, 1879, John Ilenry Tlartman married Martha Pettitt, 
the daughter of John and Jane (Severus) Pettitt, the former of whom was 
a native of Pennsylvania and who settled in Coshocton, Ohio, at an early 
date, farming there until his marriage, when he moved to Putnam county, 
where he settled in the swamps near Ottawa, where he successfully de- 
veloped a farm. He died in December, 1909. His wife was a native of 
Coshocton county, Ohio; she died at the home of her daughter, Mrs. J. H. 
Hartman, August 12, 1906, at the age of eighty-three. 

To the union of John Henry and Martha (Pettitt) Hartman were born 
the following children: Lula, who married Orlo Michael, lives at Van Wert, 
Ohio, where he is employed in a furniture store, to whom were born two chil- 
dren, John and Martha Maxiam; Alta married Charles Jones, a Pleasant town- 
ship farmer, and they have two children, Morris and Charles; Jay L. married 
Clara Clevenger, a native of Walida, Ohio, and they live in) Columbus 
Grove, Ohio, where he has a half interest in a furniture store with his 
father, and they have two children, Louise and Richard; Ray married Elsie 


Bogert and lives in Columbus Grove, where he maintains a thriving grocery 
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store; Lay married Russell Henderson and resides in Columbus Grove; Zula 
still lives at home. 

John Henry Hartman is a member of the Modern Woodmen of the 
World, is a Democrat and has been on the town council for four years. 
He and his family belong to the Christian church, of which he has, been 
trustee for twenty years. He was formerly Sunday school superintendent 
and has always taken a deep interest in church work. He is a good business 
man and his well-known integrity assures him of universal friendship and 
respect. 


WILLIAM RAMPE. 


There could be no more comprehensive history written of a city, or . 
county, or even of a state and its people, than that which deals with the life- 
work of those who, by their own endeavor and indomitable energy, have 
placed themselves where they well deserve the title of “progressive,” and in 
this review will be found the record of one who has outstripped the less active 
and less able plodders on the highway of life, one who has not been subdued 
by the many obstacles and failures that come to everyone, but who has made 
them stepping stones to higher things, and, at the same time that he was win- 
ning his way in the material affairs of life, gained a reputation for upright- 
ness and honor. 

William) Rampe was born in Glandorf, Putnam county, Ohio, on Jan- 
uary TT, 1853, and is the son of William and Theresa (Jélerbrock) Rampe, 
the former a native of Germany and the latter of Glandorf, Putnam county, 
Ohio. The father was born on December 11, 1827, in the Province of Han- 
over, Germany, where he attended school and learned the shoemaker trade. 
\When he was twenty years old, he decided to immigrate to America, and 
was joined in the trip by his two brothers. This was in the year 1847, and 
upon arrival in this country he decided to make his home in the city of Cin- 
cmnati, Ohio, where he followed his trade for the ensuing two years. He 
made a trip to the town of Glandorf, Putnam county, Ohio, in 1849, which 
was known to be largely settled by natives of Germany, and remained 
there until the following year, when he aent to Dayton, Ohio, for the 
purpose of establishing himself in business. Six months later, however, he 
decided to return to Glandorf, Putnam county, Ohio, where he went into the 
business of manufacturing and retailing shoes. In this business, he attained 


a widespread reputation throughout the northwestern portion of the state 
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of Ohio, and many times found it necessary to employ nearly fifteen shoe- 
makers to take care of the production and thus enable him to supply the 
demand for his goods. Mr. Rampe’s shoe trade was handled through estab- 
lished shoe dealers throughout this region, and he maintained a retail busi- 
ness hunself to supply the local inhabitants. 

In the year 1850, William Rampe was married to Theresa [llerbrock, 
a daughter of William Ellerbrock and wife, who were among the early set- 
tlers coming to the town of Glandorf, Ohio, and to them were born twelve 
children. The wife and mother of these children was taken away by death 
on March 17, 1875. At a later date is recorded the second marriage to 
Wilhelmina Schmidt, and that he died in Glandorf, Ohio, on November 28, 
1893, after having spent a noble and most useful life with his family and the 
inhabitants of Putnam county. 

William Rampe, Jr., went to school in the town of Glandorf, Ohio, and 
in his youth plied his trade, as a shoemaker, in the employ of his able tather. 
Under his tather’s direction, he became a master workman in this line, and 
remained in the business for a number of years. At a later date, Mr. 
Rampe established himself in the retail shoe business, in the town of Ottawa, 
Putnam county, Ohio, where he was very successful, and after many years 
of service to the public in the sale of shoes, retired. Being a hustler and a 
man of sound business judgment and sagacity, having an excellent knowl- 
edge of actual real estate values throughout this and other counties and 
states. Mr. Rampe, could not content himself by leading the lite of a retired 
merchant, and, consequendy, decided to embark in the real estate business, 
making a specialty or dealing in farm property in Ohio, Indiana and Michi- 
gan. In this line he has been a great success, possessing himself with large 
holdings in the surrounding country, and being a public-spirited man, is al- 
ways ready to give just consideration to meritorious propositions for the 
advancement of the community in which he lives. His residence and chief 
place of business, is in the town of Ottawa, Ohio, where he is reputably 
known to have been associated with real estate transactions for the past 
twenty-five years. 

Willian’ Rampe was married three times, first time to Agnes Nienberg, 
now deceased, and by which marriage two children were born, Charles and 
Carrie; the second time to Anna Dummeldinger, now deceased, and by whom 
there were three children, T¢Inora, Lillian and Alfred; the third marriage was 
to Ithzabeth McGeery, to whom one child, Mary Tf., was born. Mary F. is 
now attending school at the Ursuline convent, Toledo, Ohio; Charles W. is 
married to [mma TMisher, formerly of Toledo, who now resides in the city 
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of Cleveland, Ohio. To this union there were born four children, John, Paul, 
William and Robert. Vhe father is the treasurer and one of the original 
founders of the well-known ‘foster Nut & Bolt Company, of Cleveland, 
Ohio; Carrie took a course in the art of nursing and follows that profession 
in the city of Cleveland, Ohio; Elnora is the wife of J. J. Lynch, formerly 
city auditor of Toledo, Ohio, and now engaged as a solicitor for the Hock- 
ing Valley railroad, to whom one child was born, Elnora; Lillian is the 
wife of H. Stechschulte and they reside in Lima, Ohio, where the husband 
is occupied as manager of the clothing house of the B. R. Baker Company, 
clothiers. Two children, William and Mary, were born to this union; Al- 
fred, at present a bachelor, is secretary and treasurer of the W. H. Coffee 
Company, of Toledo, Ohio, a high-priced tailoring establishment, and in 
which he is interested financially. 

William Rampe, personally, is a man whom it is a pleasure to know, 
being generous-hearted, kind, helpful, honest in all his dealings with his fel- 
low men and emineftly worthy of the trust and respect reposed in him, 
and he is today reghrded as one of the county’s most representative men. 
He is a member of |Sts. Peter and Paul’s Catholic church, of Ottawa, and 
an active member of'the Knights of Columbus. 


JOHN M. HECK. 


One of the highly respected retired farmers of Liberty township, Put- 
nam county, Ohio, is John M. Heck, a loyal and courageous soldier in the 
Civil War, a successful farmer, prominent in fraternal circles in his com- 
munity, and has been honored with positions of political and public respon- 
sibility. 

John M. Heck was born in 1835, in Tuscarawas county, Ohio, the son 
of Michael and Christina (Klotz) Heck. Michael Heck came from Wur- 
temberg, Germany, and lived in Tuscarawas county, until 1870, when he 
moved to Putnam county and settled in Liberty township at what was called 
Maderia, an old stage-coach stop that had hopes of becoming the county seat 
atone time.’ Elere he was a farmer for about fourteen years when he moved 
to Tndiana, and there spent the remainder of his life. Christina Klotz was 
also a native of Wurtemberg and came to America about 1830, at the age of 
seventeen, with her parents, Irederick and Catherine (ITarr) Klotz. Cath- 
erine Tarr, the maternal grandmother of John M. Theck, was born in Wur- 
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temberg, Germany, the daughter of Jacob Harr, who kept a hotel at Breiten- 
holtz called “At the Sign of the Lamb.” He was a wealthy man and left 
a fund in perpetuity, the income of which was to furnish bread to the poor 
of that village. That fund is still in existence. 

Michael Heck was the son of Jacob Heck, whose father came from 
Holland to Switzerland and then to Wurtemberg, whence the family came 
to America. The name was originally spelled Hockh. Mr. Heck still has 
the certified copy of the parish record of the family’s births, baptisms, and 
deaths with the seal on it. In that record the name is retained with the 
original spelling. 

John M. Heck grew up in Tuscarawas county, Ohio, and followed boat- 
ing on the Ohio canal. Later, he managed coal mines, furnaces and public 
works. He served as a soldier in Company A, One Hundred and Sixty- 
first Regiment, Ohio Volyefeer Infantry, and was in the service until just 
before the close of the“war. 






He remained in Tuscarawas county until 1873, when he came to Leipsic. 
He bought a farm one mile northwest of West Leipsic in 1872, and moved 
there in 1873. With the exception of two years, when he lived in Leipsic, 
he has farmed on this farm. 

Mr. Heck was married in 1861 to Louisa Eckfeld, who was born in 
Wayne county, Ohio, the daughter of Jacob and Margaret Eckfeld, who 
were born and married in Oldenburg, Germany. Nine children were born 
to Jacob and Margaret (I¢ckfeld) Heck, of whom two died in infancy. The 
other seven living children are George I*rederick, Susan Amelia, Louisa 
Christina, Harvey Michael, Iemma Catherine, Nellie May and David Nelson. 
George I*. married Lillian Thompson and she died, leaving three children 
who were reared in Mr. Heck’s home; Susan married George Hollabaugh, 
of West Leipsic, and has eight children; Louisa married Henry Bogard, 
who died in October, 1909, leaving six children; Harvey, who is unmarried, 
lives at Ottawa; Imma married Calvin Nemire, of Leipsic, and has four 
children living and three dead; Nellie married W. H. Reichelderfer, of near 
It. Wayne, Indiana, and has three children. They live on the Heck farm, 
and Nelson, who married Laura Arnold, lives in Leipsic and has one child. 

William TH. Reichelderfer, who married Mr. Teck’s daughter, Nellie, 
was born near Harlan, Indiana, the son of Jacob and Sarah (Harter) Reich- 
elderfer. Jacob Reichelderfer was born and reared on the farm where he 
now lives near Harlan and has lived for eighty years. William H. Reichel- 
derfer helped to build the Detroit, Toledo & Tronton railroad through West 
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Leipsic, in 1897 and 1899. lor the first three years after he married Nellie 
Ileck, they lived in Detroit, but came back to her old home, west of Leipsic, 
and helped her father conduct the farm. Their children are: l*orest, Lucile 
and Mildred. William Reichelderfer and wife belong to the Lutheran 
church and Mr. Reichelderfer is a member of the Masons, while he and his 
wife both belong to the Patrons of Husbandry. 

John M. Heck served one term as trustee of Liberty township and dis- 
charged his duties to the entire satisfaction of the people of that township. 
Mr. Heck is a member of the Free and Accepted Masons, having been a 
member since 1871, and a charter member of Leipsic Lodge. No. 548. Mr. 
Heck and his family belong to the Lutheran church. 

Mrs. John M. Heck died on March 12, 1912. She was an earnest and 
devoted Christian woman, reading much in her German Bible and other good 
books and left to her children a noble example of Christian faith tried by 
affliction. She was an affectionate mother and a faithful helpmate to her 
husband to whom she was joined in wedlock for nearly fifty-three years. 


ELEN Red IGE T. 


No more comprehensive history could be written of a city or county or 
even of a state and its people than that which deals with the life works of its 
people, who, by the1r own endeavor and indomitable energy, have achieved 
success in their respective vocations. Henry I. Light is a man, who, in the 
business world, has outstripped his competitors on the highway of life, one 
who has never been subdued by obstacles and failures that come to every 
one, but he has made them stepping stones to higher things. At the time 
when he has been winning success in the material things of life, he has like- 
Wise won a reputation for uprightness and square dealings, no inconsiderable 
factors in the career of the present-day business man. 

Henry IF. Light was born on August 19, 1858, at Columbus Grove, 
Ohio, the daughter of John and Mary (\Valters) Light. John Light was a 
native of Richland county, Ohio, born on February 15, 1834. He is still 
living on his farm five miles west of Lima, Ohio, in Allen county. He is 
now retired at the age of eighty-one years. He has been a farmer most of 
his life, and during that time has conducted a grocery and meat market, 
having come to Putnam county at the age of twenty-one years. ITlere he 
engaged in farming until 1902, when he moved to Lima, Ohio. John and 
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1914. fohn Light was a township trustee of, Putnam county, and has heid 
other minor township ofnces, has been an active Democrat throughout his 
life, and is a member of the Methodist church at Helsel Chapel, Ohio. Dur- 
ing his active career John Light was much interested in the work of his 
church and was a liberal donor to its enterprises. Very few obstacles could 
prevent his attendance at church. He has been a well-known man in his 
community. His wife, who before her marriage was Mary Walters, was 
born in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, August 11, 1836, and came to Richland 
county, Ohio, with her parents at an early age. She is still living in Allen 
county at the age of seventy-nine years. Her father owned eighty acres 
of Jand, which he purchased when he came to Defiance county in 1855. Mrs. 
Light has been a kind and loving mother, and she and her husband have been 
the parents of four children: George W..,..who.died in 1890; Henry F., 
whose history is here presented; Alfred H]., who lives on the homestead 
farm in Allen county with his parents, and Ifrances B., who married [ed- 
ward Norris, the owner of a livery barn in Ohio City, Ohio. She owns a 
mullinery store in that city. 

Henry T°, Light spent his boyhood days in the vicinity of Columbus 
Grove, Ohio. Until his marriage he lived with his parents on the home- 
stead farm in Putnam county. About one year before his marriage he 
learned the drug trade with J. M. Crawford, who became his father-in-law. 
Fle worked here as a clerk for about five years, and for the next five years 
worked in different business places in that capacity. Subsequently he took 
the examination for railway mail clerk and was appointed as clerk on the 
Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton and later on the Pennsylvania railroad, serv- 
ing in this capacity, altogether, two years. He resigned to enter the drug 
business at Columbus Grove with his brother-in-law, W. L. Crawford. They 
continued in business for three years, when Mr. Light sold out to Mr. Craw- 
ford and engaged in the hardware business at Columbus Grove with his 
father-in-law, John M. Crawford. This partnership continued for about 
four years, when they both sold out, and together they entered the lumber 
business. Mr. Light is still active in this business and has been for the past 
seventeen years. 

Henry [*. Light was married on May 5, 1881, to Minnie FE. Crawford, 
the daughter of John M. and Sarah A. (Martin) Crawford. They have 
had two children, Archie [L. and Cathaline, both of whom are deceased. Mr. 
and Mrs. Light adopted a daughter from the Orphans’ Tlome at Cincinnati, 
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Ohio. This daughter, Helene, married W. S. Bell, of California, who 1s 
now employed by Mr. Light in the lumber business. i 

Henry I. Light, who was associated with John M. Crawford so long 
in business, is himself a member of the Methodist church, as well as his fam- 
ily. Mr. Light is now a. trustee of the church and teacher of the men’s 
Bible class in the Sunday school. He is an active Democrat and can always 
be depended upon when support is needed. Mr.. Light is a member of 
Kuights of Pythias Lodge No. 376, of Columbus Grove. He has served as 
mayor of Columbus Grove for one term, a member of the board of public 
affairs for several terms, town clerk for two terms and member of the 
school board for two terms. Henry I*. Light 1s a congenial man and has a 
host of friends in and around Columbus Grove, where he is widely known. 


SM WL, Fie OE RNS. 


Whether the elements of success in this life are an attribute of the in- 
dividual, or whether they are quickened by a process of circumstantial de- 
velopment, it 1s impossible to determine clearly. Yet the study of a successtul 
life, whatever the field of endeavor, is none the less interesting and profitable 
by reason of the existence of this uncertainty. In the life career of Samuel 
H. Keirns, who for many years has been identified with the various interests 
of Putnam county, Ohio, we find many qualities in his makeup that always 
win definite suecess. The splendid success which has crowned his efforts has 
been directly traceable to the fundamental elements of his character. LHe 
started in life at the bottom of the ladder and has mounted it unaided. He 
comes of a splendid American family, one that has always been devoted to 
right living and industrious habits, to education and morality, to loyalty for 
the national government and for all that contributes to the welfare of a com- 
munity. Samuel H. Keirns is a man who saw gallant service during the 
Civil War and who is honored today for the part he had in preserving the 
union of the states. 

Samuel H. Keirns was born on February t, 1845, in Monroe township, 
Allen county, Ohio. He is the son of John and Elizabeth (Strawsnider) 
Keirns. John WNeirns was born in t7gt in Pennsylvania and was the son of 
Jonathan and Catherine (INenter) Weirns. John Weirns died in October, 
1870, at the age of seventy-nine. His father, Jonathan Keirns, was born in 
Ireland and came to America with the British army as a British soldier. Te 
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served in the Revolutionary War on the side of the British. Jonathan NKeirns 
was born on January 17, 1761), and was marricd in 1781, at Bloody kun, 
Pennsylvania, to Catherine Kenter. Tle settled in Pennsylvania and was 
engaged in the promotion of public works, especially in the iron and ore in- 
dustry. After living in Pennsylvania for a time, he left for West Virginia 
to seek a new location. Finding a location in \West Virginia, he sent for his 
wife and their four children, who came to him overland on horseback. The 
wife carried the children in sewed pockets of bed ticks, two children on each 
side. She walked a part of the way. Here Jonathan Keirns and his wife 
lived and died, on Big Sandy creek, West Virginia. He died on January 20, 
1853, at the ripe age of ninety-two. They had four children: \Villiam, John, 
George and Sarah, all deceased. 

John IXeirns came to \West Virginia, with his mother, as an infant, and 
grew up there. Subsequently, he came to Marietta, Ohio, and there was mar- 
ried to a Miss Ellenwood, who bore him nine children, Mary, Lampsin, George 
and Ilizabeth, all deceased, and five others whose names are not known. John 
Keirns first wife died, after which he married Elizabeth Strawsnider, who 
bore him ten children, William k., Carlista, John W., and Benjamin F. are 
deceased; Samuel H., who is the subject of this sketch, and five whose names 
are not known. John Keirn’s second wife died in 1852, when Samuel H. was 
only five years old. She was born on May 10, 1828. Later, John Keirns 
married his third wife, Mary L. Hicks, a native of Kalida, Ohio, who bore him 
five children, James Alfred, George, two who died in infancy, and Charles 
Abraham Lincoln are all now deceased. John (eirns was the father of twenty- 
four children by his three marriages, ten of whom died in infancy. He left 
Marietta, Ohio, for Allen county, and here purchased a farm and operated it 
for a time. He also ran a corn-mill with a horse tread-mill. After living 
here for a number of years he came to Sugar Creek township, Putnam county, 
Ohio, in May, 1846, and purchased a grist and saw-mill operated by water- 
power, and about fifteen acres of land. He came from .\llen to Putnam 
county by wagon on a trail path. [le remained in Putnam county, farming 
and operating the mill until 1860, when he suffered a stroke of paralysis and 
was compelled to retire from active work. He died ten years later. 

Samucl Tl. Neirns grew up in Sugar Creek township, Putnam county, 
Ohio. Tle was but a year old when his father left \len county and as time 
passed was educated mn the township schools. Ele left home on A\ugust 16, 
1862, to enlist in Company D, One tlundred and Mighteenth Regiment, Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry, at Vaughnsville, Ohio. This enlistment was for three 
vears’ service. Tle served partly i the Army of the Ohio and partly im the 
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Army of the Tennessee. He was under Burnside a while and, later, under 
Sherman. Tle participated in the battles of the Twenty-third Army Corps 
and with Sherman’s army marched to Atlanta, which corps was sent back 
north to offset Hood’s army. The balance of the army marched with Sher- 
inan to the sea. Mr. Keirns was engaged in the battles of Mosey creek in 
east ‘Pennessee, the first battle of Resaca, Georgia, and in a number of serious 
fights of the Atlanta campaign, including the battle ef Nenesaw Mountain. 
After the fall’ of Atlanta, Mr. Keirns was engaged with the Union army 
which fought Hood at Columbia, Tennessee, and at Duck river, Franklin and 
Nashville. After the defeat of Hood's army, he was transferred to \Wash- 
ington and from there placed on a vessel at Alexandria, Virginia, which ran 
to'the southern coast of North'Carolina. He was five days on the: water, 
landing at Smithville, North Carolina. His party made a one-day march and 
met the rebels at ‘ort Anderson.. ‘hey took the fort, after a two days severe 
fight, and also took Wilmington, North Carolina, after shelling the town one- 
half day, then came on to Kaleigh, North Carolina. In the meantime, Lee 
had surrendered to Grant. Mr. Keirns was then transferred to Salisbury, 
North Carolina, where he remained for several weeks. He was mustered out 
on June 24, 1865, paid off and discharged at Cleveland, Ohio, July 9, 1865. 
At the close of the war, Mr. Keirns: returned home and, on July 10, 1865, 
arrived at the old home place. 

Samuel H. Keirns was married on June 28, 1866, to emily J. Deffen- 
baugh, the daughter of John and Anna (Parshall) Deffenbaugh. Mrs. Keirns 
was born on June 10, 1847, in Sugar Creek township, Putnam county, Ohio. 
Her parents came to Putnam county in 1835, from Pennsylvania. 

To Samuel H. and Emily J. (Deffenbaugh) Keirns six children have 
been born, the first died in infancy; Anna M., on April 3, 1869, died on April 
28, 1869; John M., April 29, 1870, now lives in the West and is engaged in 
the railroad service; Edgar L., December 15, 1872, is.a rural mail carrier out 
of Columbus Grove; Cora B., February 16, 1876, married T. M. Teegardin; 
the sixth child died in infancy. 

After his marriage, Mr. Keirns moved to Kansas, where he remained 
for six years. Subsequently, he returned to Ohio and on December &, 1874, 
settled at Gomer, Allen county, Olio, where he lived for two years. He then 
returned to Putnam county and settled on a tarm of eighty acres on Novem- 
her 28, 1876, which tract of land he farmed for more than twenty-two years. 
During a part of this period, however, he operated a threshing machine 
throughout the county. [le was ‘also engaged im the same business, while a 


resident of Nansas. 
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Subsequently, Mr. Keirns sold his farm in Putnam county and removed 
to Columbus Grove on April 25, 1899, where he has lived since that date. 
lor about three years he was in the implement and buggy business in Colum- 
bus Grove, from 1905 to 1908. Continuing alone he handled this business 
until the spring of 1913. when he retired and became actively engaged in the 
real estate business. Mr. Keirns has also been a notary public tor vears. He 
holds a commission from several Ohio governors. Likewise, Mr. Keirns is a 
pension attorney and 1s actively engaged in this profession. lor many years 
he was the only pension attorney in Columbus Grove. 

Samuel HH. Keirns is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
Oglevie Post, No. 64; also of the Knights of Pythias No. 376, at Columbus 
Grove. Fle was a justice of the peace of Sugar Creek township and has served 
as assessor for a number of terms. At one time he served on the town 
council of Columbus Grove. He held this office two terms. Mr. Keirns is a 
stanch and active Republican. He was at one time a candidate tor county 
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Christian church, a deacon and a nnancial secretary o1 that chureh and 


fal 


takes a 
great interest in church work and is one of the Sunday school teachers. Like- 
wise, he 1s assistant chorister. All the members of the family, except the 
eldest son, are members of the same church. 

Samuel H. Keirns is president of the Mutual Farmers Telephone Com- 
pany and one of the directors of this concern. He is a man of sterling char- 
acter and stands high in his community. He has been a hard worker and a 
good booster for all that seems good and just. He is widely acquainted, 
although a quiet and unassuming man, kind and generous and true to his 
convictions,— 





as to honesty in as well as outside of business. 


FRANCIS X. ANNESSER. 


Irancis NX. Annesser is one of those strong, self-reliant and determined 
characters who are occasionally met with and who are of such a distinet type 
as to appear leaders of their fellow men. Not that Mr. Annesser courts this 
distinction, for he is entirely unassuming, but his great force of character and 
his zeal and energy m whatever he undertakes, naturally place him at the head 
of the class. Tle has been a potent factor im the development of Putnam 
county, where he has long maintamed lis home and where he is known to all 


classes for his honorable and industrious rise in both private and public life. 
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Mr. Annesser has been especially successful in business and now has one of 
the best mills in Putnam county. 

Francis X. Annesser was born on October 3, 1863, in Auglaize county, 
Ohio. He is the son of \Willam and Mary M. (lisher) Annesser. William 
Annesser was born in 183-4, in Seneca county, Ohio, and came to Auglaize 
county, when a young man, with his parents. He was a farmer and followed 
that vocation with his parents, until his marriage. He traded a one-hundred- 
and-sixty-acre farm for a mill at Wapakoneta, Ohio, which he operated for 
about three years. He sold out on January 18, 1879, and removed to Ottawa, 
Ohio, when he bought the Ottawa mill from \William Agner. It was known 
as the Ottawa Ilouring Mill. [is family was moved to Ottawa and here 
William Annesser followed the milling business for twenty-eight years. He 
retired in 1906. He was a Republican and was rather active in the councils 
of his party. He was a member of the ltree and Accepted Masons at Ottawa, 
first vice-president and director of the I‘irst National Bank when it was organ- 
ized at Ottawa, and is still a director. His wife, who, before her marriage, 
was Mary [*isher, was a native of Baden, Germany, who came to the United 
States with her parents. They purchased property in Auglaize county and 
probably entered land from the government. Mrs. William Annesser, whose 
parents were B. S. and Mary (Bush) lisher, was born on April 11, 1833. She 
is still living at the age of eighty-two. 

\Wilham and Mary (J*isher) Annesser have been the parents of nine chil- 
dren, William B., born on November 23, 1856; Andrew, Ifebruary 13, 1858; 
George, July 26, 1859; Charles, November, 1861; I*rancis X., the subject of 
this sketch, October 3, 1863; John M., March 3, 1880; Joseph, April 11, 1868; 
Mrs. Rosa Sherloh, wife of George Sherloh, May 25, 1873; Louis F., Febru- 
ary 20, 1877. William B. lives in Canada, John in Michigan, Charles in Mis- 
sourl, Joseph, Mrs. Sherloh, and Louts in Ottawa. George and Andrew are 
deceased. “The former died in Texas in 1888. 

The grandparents of Mr. Annesser were Michael and Mary (Sholl) 
Annesser, both natives of Alsace-Lorraine, who were reared and who married 
in their native country. They came to the United States in 1830, and first 
located at Hagerstown, Maryland. ‘Three years later they came to Seneca 
county, Ohio, which was their home until 1844, when they removed to \uglaize 
county. Michael Annesser was a tailor in Germany, but became a farmer, 
after arriving in the United States. [He died about 1874, and his wife ten 
vears later. ‘They were the parents of seven children, John; Joseph; Michael, 
deceased; Wailham; Margaret, the avife of V. Blume; Mary, deceased, and 
Veromean. John and Joseph served in the Civil War, Joseph in the lilty- 
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seventh Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and John in an Ohio regiment. 
© \Walhliam Annesser was born July 8, 1834, and was marricd to Mary M. Iasher 
on October &, 1855. 

Francis X. Annesser spent his boyhood days with his father on the home- 
stead farm and learned the milling trade with his father at the Ottawa mill. 
He was educated in the township schools of Auglaize county and the Wapa- 
koneta high school. While in the milling business with his father at Ottawa, 
he became interested in the Columbus Grove mill, which he purchased in 1907. 
He moved his family to Columbus Grove in 1908, and is now active in the 
operation of the Columbus Grove mill. He has one of the best mills in Put- 
nam county. Mr. Annesser started in the milling business at the age of 
eighteen years. He is one of the most successful millers in Ohio and knows 
his business thoroughly. 

Francis X. Annesser was married on June 12, 1888, to Margaret S. Ault,. 
a native of Ottawa, Ohio, and the daughter of William and Pauline (Zink) 
Ault. Francis) X. and> Margaret S. «(Ault)::Annesser'thave: two children, 
Pauline and Elizabeth, both of whom are at home. 

I*rancis X. Annesser 1s a Democrat and has always taken an active inter- 
est in his party's cause. Ile is a member of St. Anthony’s Catholic church at 
Columbus Grove, as well as his family, all of whom are active in church work. 
Mr. Annesser is a member of the Catholic Knights of Ohio. He is an active 
man and takes pride in his mill. He is well known and widely admired, 
especially by his patrons, who have learned to honor and respect him. Ile 
has quite a reputation in Putnam county for honesty and square dealing, 
which accounts, ina great measure, for his large and growing business. 


RAL P OP LLNS Ty eS. 


Ralph Parlet Killen, D. D. S., an efficient and successful dentist of Col- 
umbus Grove, 1s a native of Putnam county, Ohio, Doctor Willen, although 
in the prime of life, has achieved a success which comes to few men of his 
vears. While it is not easy to discover and define the hidden forces which 
move a life to ceaseless activity and large professional success, Doctor Naillen’s 
well-defined purpose, professional training and intellectual discipline contrib- 
ute, ina large measure, to explain his splendid success as a dentist. 

Ralph Parlet Killen, the subject, was born on November 27, 1874, at 
Columbus Grove, Ohio. Tle is a son of Norris and Mary (Van Meter) 
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Killen. Norris Killen was born on May 28, 1838, in Richland county, Ohio, 
and he, in turn, was a son of John and Rebecca (Alberts) Willen. 

John Willen was a blacksmith by trade and on coming to Putnam county, 
Ohio, located at Pandora, where he conducted a blacksmith shop for two 
years. He sold out his shop, at the latter place, after which he came to 
Columbus Grove, where he engaged in the same business,.continuing at his 
trade as a blacksmith until his death, in 1848. He was considered a skilled 
workman, enjoyed a prosperous business, and won many friends by his fair- 
ness, frankness and honesty. His wife, who was Rebecca Alberts, was born 
in 1805, and died on December 25, 1892, at the age of cighty-seven. : 

Norris Killen, the father of Doctor Killen, spent his entire life at Colum- 
bus Grove. He was engaged in the buying and selling of timber for many 
years, and was highly successful. Ile operated a saw-muill at Columbus Grove, 
but sold the mill and engaged in the hardware business, in which he continued 
successfully for several years. [trom hardware he turned his attention to the 
shoe business at Columbus Grove, and was engaged in this for six years, 
selling out at the end of that time and retiring from active business life. Nor- 
ris Killen was a quiet, unassuming, but keen business man, and a friend to 
all, especially to his close neighbors and to his children. He was a kind and 
loving father and a booster for all civic improvements. Norris Willen en- 
listed for service in the Union army in Company I, [ighty-eighth Regiment, 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, but did not see active service, since he was detailed 
to guard prisoners at Columbus, Ohio, Ilis regiment was known as _ the 
“Bloody Eighty-eighth.” He enlisted as a private at Columbus Grove for a 
period of three years, but, through his efficient record, was promoted to second 
lieutenant before leaving the service. [le was discharged in 1865 at Colum- 
bus, Ohio. He was a charter member of Lodge No. 309, Free and Accepted 
Masons, of Columbus Grove, Ohio. Norris Willen and wife were the par- 
ents of five children: Mrs. Alfred R. Willis, of London, Kentucky; Mrs. Carl 
M. Wells, of Ada, Ohio; True, of Lima, Ohio; Guy B., a resident of \Wyom- 
ing, and R. P. Killen; D. D. S., with whom this narratrve deals. Norris 
Killen was also an enthusiastic member of the Grand Army of the Republic 
post at Lima, Ohio, where he now resides, and served as a member of the 
school board of Columbus Grove for several terms, as well as on the town 
council, where he gave efficient service. Tle was an active worker during his 
life in the ranks of the Republican party and considered himself a ‘‘stand- 
patter.” Tis wife, who, before her marriage, was Mary Van Meter, died at 
Columbus Grove, September ro, 1go8, at the age of seventy. 

Ralph TP. Willen) spent his boyhood days at Columbus Grove, Ohio, 


OL CYTMUOD RAPS LFA? 


WO yionos hemaldort a was81 Bs velt. co aod emwentetial eo) eli 


pola ceaedl4.> sxeded brug airtel " Oe 6G en Verte ort be, 


MOO MOGHGN ? OF BOD MO DNR ob vil ciniexdonld ¢ en colle al ne! 

vi ‘tot gore citoresonias! batonbnod ab opsehw eases ab Cun Ease 2 ie Tk 
} OFFERS SE aI we ATES BeOS pois ‘4 SFR Oe Pe FS blow oe as Gate 
| ‘ : Z ry : oe wee Sew he shied if rete tO bg pany | geet 
i Jé PtH Tig re afta AP: ELE) QELS Ke bynes oT] dprreott MeO te) REO 
ih ate / PN Nee " be i aS , eh vein Pay) Man Pe " | et ee aN Gare 
ahine 6 Da banoo emo ehh Ret on) whieh ee inn cesosid Ban obev 

% eee vay (8 4 oe 5 bad Kini Bras bd) a . | 
PR: RTE VE SPIO TE Mate ROE toy AERTS OTE WS aM PS Aa EO ve 
ea! want geben ht Ay) eaters ley Sf art aay) ae et ee a 1 eva ai) hire Dower Lepery4 a eyie 
OME BV geld DREW BS DOR AE lo VA RA ee Ce eR ne TES Ree ED aa Arch owe) i iy 
waite <a ot Fis will an - v aw f 4 4; \ 2 en Ae od We } yi | \ ei ‘ a Peres. * 
MAY IRV IIISID 19a meld $43 Sard Qe 7 SONS IO SO PSD De | POMP a 

; PAY fe ath ‘ Ae ae * ) RF be 

HD) I SL OTS Ee) Hore ra (OTOL Poel 4 YORE: Oo SOTIOE erp 





» 7 | { copie . ‘i . a } f buy we mn t ¢ Pen! { Os ha » te Pe ey f 
BY 8 eat 8) netish. we 38 Lligti- Vike & OF EY ott D8 AG ohare Yee Ie vier bE bree ey 
, } ’ UES LTR Pere ae be iy ‘ Ss ee he 
SEES » OL il oh aa POE? DNS We DEBE OEY 14 OG Sie fers Ebert oti Oe SP5ts 
14 aes i Peete t 1 Pye eet Ma ee at eee Ly pgs’ ayy 4 a yy) yt ye eS P| 
RS GPa ECU PRE Phy Es yarn ey am my ae ae 1 Sow we Cy PRET ey AE 
e cvceny eae “9 ; wks prays J yagn 4 » big ‘ ¥ ee ey tyr kn i % r vert ere my ah toes ey Veh mz Ay ic Ley ; 
ae at Eee BUS ae Baie ARE } hg Bs pak hae eee EL OR TR ee DE ET Ee RC Se te 
Oy, SPs 2e0Prene: QVYitoa Lilt yi uy iy Hien fu ba eee ew. PET [yee ort} 4 4 eo FHL) et! pat 


t beret op eee: eter eet nied cual ack -QrHiiteeniye DINOS BBM Te ie wre” 


Ce OA BR 2oy“: iH ee 8 Be reg) ert CVT byetas TEE OEE! BAL! Bh OF PBIB 29 tL. 

ea rd Biers <u pina pial SAC aT Ct a | ada ATT Pai ie OR DAT 
i VOM) ATO) ATRETEV OUT SUT DB TOT TRO i DER PhS) Oriyvol 

- re £ 4 by 5 fa* \ i | 5 | r > a ; 

Soe} GEG hs Br ice is bei [ Vo PCa AEE ER THOS a SRE FE Se ea po tory 
} ty : Mae i 3 \ i fase 4a" oT eiey t o4t ey HO ae Bagh eel bon] ne are Sang +4 ara eo ak ft Peak ge ae {{ y 
aly Fae, OE VY Of tte Fis ged TO aE ES Re SOW ad ta a ee (FDI CMB hese SURGE Tt mM a Ui 
+ hy a m atl gl E on wy Verner y ANG lea ees Os | ip ey FATE Fer rs Oy Y SN hahaa chine eas a ay tae ee a ll 
: ab. VATA 2h. QE Oe ai bk AGS G) OA nee G tia ye bLOw. TR BPO 1 re) Pail CVT 


10) Syvotw: endmiulod is devin #8 2s botelte aH “Nalttfgioayidls ore aboot 
o59e-ot betomowm aby boost Inotntte ert Pomo't qd reh nan G9 soit to lye Py 


nnlod ts 080 ab begrelveth eaw oll . wotviae od? onivesl sroted 4 heres” 
sq499% bins set ,eo¢ .of agho.l to wbuve esters Baowall jornlO 


‘ H PP iy SM peribs il eod| O Minha CSSASEUAIS ta, CAINE , ig Th fant See RL Tea 4 
eg att stew ottw bose cola enn ot) svon) enetritnloD lo .enosslh 


hag } ‘ A oe UE Soe 

D anit or hee aa | 1) I i mihi Av | hat ri aE ie el yy} 4 ae EY ie) 
nov") to tosbiest «a J wad: ont Varel 16 oat coh) Ub bo lee hl Ta. 
MIO, Hesh oyiipriuin, endl modw diva pc AT AT onslaa T ot: bee coins 


aang 


} f 

4 ct ab ‘ig a fer if aie ot we % D> 5 PP We ss tans oi waits Hig pe j Py i Hi diy ry P 
ROrere PD xen} 34) Vere. fyrisitia yt De TONITE DD ie Rio 8 a HA HE oe a Ceti Ci 1? 4 i ai 
to whiten & Dave DIL CII BON tl yrory youl Ant, L 16 sal 


WO? SHY fo BR na ye Jett try e ton ‘SOT orn ltensto’ ‘) to | fined loathe 


% 


Wf gnrmh totow aviios ti ehw ell poreise Ino svi git ator 
weste” 5 1loeerticl 16 VIVRE OG than aff) Yo art 
both tolA asV Yiald enw yerrisin rod soled ow otiw ell "ating 

Vitoves lo oT ere hy Boot Ol redrasiqod savor) endunmlo) 


dO yor) audio: In aysh beodyod euk joage aol AT digindl 








PUTNAM COUNTY, OITIO. 955 


where he received his early education, graduating from the Columbus Grove 
high school in 1894. Subsequently, he attended the Indiana Dental College, 
graduating from that institution with the class of 1897. Doctor Nillen began 
the active practice of his profession at Lima, Ohio, where he remained for six 
months. He then came to Columbus Grove and established a place of busi- 
ness. [eis still active and one of the leading dentists in Putnam county. He 
enjoys a large and lucrative practice and has a host of friends in Columbus 
Grove and vicinity. He is a genial man of excellent character and stands 
high in his community. He is a booster for all civic improvements and has 
been of much value to the town in which he lives. 

Doctor Willen was married on July 26, 1808, to [edna Rh. Pease, the 
daughter of Monmie and Sarah F. (Vhrapp) Pease. One child has been born 
to this union, I‘lorence, who is living at home with her parents. 

Ralph P. Killen, D. D. S., is a member of the Northwestern Ohio Dental 
Association, hkewise the Ohio State and National Dental Associations. He 
is a member of the Knights of Pythias lodge at Columbus Grove, and has 
passed through all the chairs of that order. He also served on the board of 
education for nine years, and was mayor of Columbus Grove between 1909 
and 1913. He is an active Republican and is always to be found at the helm 
when he is most needed. He and his family are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. 

Doctor Killen has two interesting tax receipts in his possession which 
he values very highly. They were handed down by his father. One is dated 
1837, is for ninety-nine cents, and is signed by Moses Lee, who was treasurer 
of Putnam county at that time. The other is dated 1844, for seven dollars 
and fifty-six cents, and is signed by C. M. Godfrey, then treasurer of Putnam 
county. 


JAMES C. ROBINSON. 


The year 1889 marked the beginning of the connection of James C. 
Robinson with the history of Putnam county, Ohio. In that year, he was 
married and located in Van Buren township, where he worked in a saw-mill, 
at Townwood, for a few years and then engaged in farming. lor more than 
a score of years he has engaged in general farming and stock raising in Van 
Buren township, while, at the same time, he has taken an active part in the 
civic life of the community. Tle has served his fellow citizens in various 
capacities in an official way and has executed every trust which has been 


Imposed upon him im a satisfactory manner. 
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PUTNAM COUNTY, OLlTO, 


James C. Robinson, the son of William and Mary (ikahl) Robinson, 
was born near Mansfield, Richland county, Olio, October 28, 1861. This 
father was born in \Weller township, Richland county, Ohio, and was a son 
of Thomas and Jennie Kobinson, natives of [ngland. Vhomas Robinson 
came to America in 1819, and located in Richland county, Ohio. 

William Robinson was reared on his father’s homestead in \Weller town- 
ship, in Richland county, Ohio, and, after his marriage, bought a farm in 
Franklin township and lived there for about fifteen years. He then bought 
the old homestead, in Weller township, from the heirs and lived on this farm 
until his death, dying almost on the same spot where he was born. \Villiam, 
kobinson was married, in 1855, to Mary Kahl, a daughter of Henry Kahl, 
and to this union ten children were born, Clara, who married Ira Q. Haver- 
field, and has three children, Vernot, who died in infaney; Ray, who died at 
the age of seven, and Mary; Florence, unmarried; Charles, who married 
Isabelle Pittinger, and has two daughters, Helen and Opal; James C., of Van 
Buren township; Frank, who married Nannie M. Davis; Jennie, deceased, 
who was the wife of M. H. Shively, and the mother of two boys, Tolo and 
Flarcy; ate, the »wifexof? Paul Nothlesberser ;iapavho! married \Walter 
McGuire, and has one son, Harold; George, who married Eliza Meyer, and 
has three children, Hester, Isabelle and Irene; Walter, who married Irene 
Pittinger, and has two sons, Roy and an infant. The father of these chil- 
dren died on the old home place in Richland county in 1898, his wife having 
passed away during the winter of 1895. 

James C. Robinson spent his boyhood days on his father’s farm in Rich- 
land county, Olio, and attended the common schools of his home neighbor- 
hood. He went to Hancock county in 1883, where he worked on a farm 
until 1889, in which year he married and located at Townwood, Putnam 
county, where he worked for years in a saw-mill. Tle then began to farm 
for himself the tract of land where he is now living and has met with 
unusual success in his agricultural operations. 

James C. Robinson was married in 1889, to Flora L. MeClish, who was 
born in Hancock county, Ohio, June 16, 1864, and is a daughter of Noah 
Bishop and Louise MeClish. Mr. Robinson and his wife are the parents of 
seven children, all of whom are living at home with the exception of \William, 
who lives in Chicago, and Charles, who died at the age of two. The other 
five children are Nellie, Paul, James, Waldo and Olive. 

James C, Robinson is a stanch Republican, has served in this township 
as trustee for five terms, and is now completing his tenth year in the office. 


Ale has also served on the school board of his township for a number of 
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He is a member of the Independent Order of Odd lellows at Town- 


years. 
Mr. Robinson is a wide-awake man 
and has taken an active part in the life of the community about him, and ts 


deserving of a place among the representative men of his township and 


county. 


JOHN M. CRAWFORD. 


Distinct business qualifications, tangible religious conviction and an ele- 
ment of concentration, bring before the reader, in the panorama of the busi- 
ness life of Putnam county, a man, in every sense of the word, competent 
to advance the best interests of his environs and of his home. John M. 
Crawford is a fine example of the truth that because a boy 1s born under 
unfortunate circumstances, in meager surroundings, it 1s not necessary for 
him to become a failure in hfe. “Old Abe” Lincoln figured many of his 
mathematical problems on the back of an old shovel by the light of a grease 
candle light, and he became the benefactor of a great people. Here we find 
that the elements which entered into the making of a fine business man were 
the stepping-stones to an achievement that has doled out to an appreciative 
community many deeds for the advancement of not only his, but the inter- 
ests of others as well, where sound business judgment, practical common- 
sense and aggressiveness are the prime factors in the building of a county. 
Mindful of the needs of Ins fellow men, Mr. Crawford was well qualified 
to become a leader, not only in the financial, but also in the business, social 
and religious affairs of his community as well. 

John M. Crawford was born in Delaware county, Ohio, on November 
2, 1641, and was the son*of Calvin ‘C. and Téhizabeth (Martin) Crawford, 
both of whom were natives of Marion county, Ohio. Calvin Crawtord was 
born in 1818 and his wife in 1820. Vhey were married in Marion county 
in 1839, and, after living a few years in Delaware county, they moved, in 
1849, to Brown county, Illinois. Calvin Crawford died in Illinois in 1850. 
He and his wife were the parents of six children, and the young mother had 
the care and responsibility of this large family, but found great consolation 
in the aid and help of her son, John, who remained true to his post of duty 
in helping care for the family until about the age of twenty. 

John M. Crawford was one of eight children: One son and a daughter 
who died in infancy; William H., who enlisted in the Tenth Ohio Cavalry 
and who died in St. Louis; Dewitt C., who was for many years a resident 
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of Henry county and who died in September, 1910; Lawrence L., of Colo- 
rado; Mrs. Dorcas Martin, of Napoleon, and Mrs. Alletta Russell, of Lib- 
erty Center. The last three children were living at the time of John M. 
Crawford's death, May 22, 1911. At the time of his death Mr. Crawford 
was sixty-nine years, six months and twenty days old. 

John M. Crawford was married on September 15, 1861, to Sarah A. 
Martin, the daughter of Rev. Wilson Martin. T*our children were born to 
sis marriagese: William TW. "deceased; Mitinie EF.) the wite of Mr. Light; 
Della E., who married E. E. McLaughlin, of Denver, Colorado, and Wilson 
M., of Columbus Grove. 

John M. Crawford spent his early married life in Henry county, where 
he cleared a farm of sixty-five acres, which was his first business undertak- 
ing. He later moved to Columbus Grove and lived there for the last thirty- 
nine years of his life. Mr. Crawford possessed business qualifications of a 
high order. His early training and close application to business, despite his 
meager education, enunently fitted him for a most successful business career. 
By close application and careful management, he became one of the most 
successful merchants and bankers of Putnam county. Myr. Crawford rented 
his farm in 1872 and removed to Columbus Grove, where he engaged in the 
dry goods business with Wilson Martin and Joseph Justice, under the firm 
name of W. Martin & Company. Six months later Mr. Martin withdrew 
and Messrs. Crawford and Justice continued the business for one year, when 
they traded the business to T. M. Day. Mr. Crawford then engaged in the 
grocery and bakery business in Columbus Grove and was in that for one 
year. Tle next engaged in the livery business for about three months, after 
which he entered the drug business, in which he continued for about ten 
years. He entered the hardware business in partnership with George Ar- 
nold in 1880, who was succeeded by John Light about nine months later. 
About a year and a half after this Mr. Light was succeeded by 1D. M. Foltz, 
and the firm of Crawford & loltz continued for about seven years. At the 
expiration of this time, or in 1890, Mr. Crawford sold out to Mr. Foltz, 
and one month later he purchased the hardware stock of Norris Killen. Mr. 
Crawford was engaged in the saw-mill business with G. S. Gander, under 
the firm name of Crawford & Company, for seven years. This firm owned 
and operated mills at Columbus Grove, Ottawa, Avis and Pandora. In 
1894, Mr. Crawford purchased an interest in the pine lumber business in 
Columbus Grove, the firm being Palmer & Crawford. In June, 18s, Mr. 
Crawford purchased the Columbus Grove machine shops, and on Septem- 
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ber 7, 1895, he purchased an interest in the Exchange Bank of Columbus 
Grove, with W. Martin as vice-president. 

At the age of thirty-six John M. Crawford became a member of the 
United Brethren church, under the pastorate of Keverend [tastman. He 
later became a member of the Methodist church, in which his wife was af- 
filiated. For many years he was a member of the official board of the 
Methodist church. He was wise in counsel-and liberal in financial support. 
He was a constant reader, not only of church periodicals, but sermons of 
John Wesley, Dwight L. Moody, Spurgeon, Bishop Simpson, L, A. Bants 
and IXvangelist John McNeal. Perhaps no man in Columbus Grove spent 
more time in reading such literature during the latter years of his life than 
did Mr. Crawford. During the last five months of his life he was a con- 
stant sufferer, yet bore it without murmur or complaint. 


MGELL DA Vis Av BROT Es FR: 


In the history of Leipsic, Ohio, the name of William A. Beutler occu- 
pies a conspicuous place for veracity, integrity and thrift. During a number of 
years he has been the agent for the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton railroad 
in this town. Mr. Beutler is one of the city’s progressive, enterprising and 
persevering citizens. Such qualities always win success sooner or later and 
to Mr. Beutler they have brought a satisfactory reward for his well-directed 
efforts. While he has benefited himself and the community, in a general 
way, he has also been an influential factor in the moral, educational and 
social progress of the community. 

Wilham A. Beutler was born on November 12, 1882, in Ottawa, Put- 
nam county, Ohio. Tle is the son of Christian and [tlizabeth (lipp) Beutler, 
whose life histories are contained elsewhere in this volume. Mr. Beutler 
grew up in Ottawa and there spent his boyhood days. He received a good 
common school education and spent two years in the Ottawa high school. 
Ile quit school two years before graduating and began working for the Cin- 
cmnati, Hamilton & Dayton railroad at Ottawa. He was first freight clerk 
and later a telegraph operator, at which latter position he worked for about 
seven and one-half years. Irom this position he was promoted to agent for 
the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton Railroad Company at Leipsic. Tere he 
has been stationed for the past nine years, or since 1906. Te is now station 
agent, freight agent and operator, 
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